Political Science 3165.001, Fall 2026
The Politics of Rock and Roll and Other Popular Music
Matthews Hall Room 109, T-TH, 2:20-3:40 pm
 

Instructor:  Dr. Valerie Martinez Ebers	Office Hours: Wooten Hall Rm 143, 1-2 pm and 3:40-4:30 pm
		Call me Dr. Val				and by appointment
	       valmartinez@unt.edu				Office # 940-565-2276
	       I prefer texts at 940-390-2304 		
	

COURSE DESCRIPTION--- What we’re gonna do:
This course will examine the influence of rock and roll and other popular music on American politics and culture as well as the influence of politics on American music and the music industry from the 1950s to the present time. Music recordings and video, movies and documentaries will be used in combination with lectures and assigned readings to consider the relationship of music to race, sexuality, generational conflict, public policy and the electoral process.  Specifically, we will examine the role of music as a medium for encouraging or coping with political and social change as exemplified in (but not limited to) the civil rights movement, the countercultural movement, anti-war protest and hip hop culture.  Finally, we will consider the intent and impact of musical artists’ and the music industry’s efforts to draw public attention and financial support to national or international problems and presidential contests.

COURSE OBJECTIVES---What you’ll be able to do:
As a result of taking this course, you should be able to:
· explain the different theories about the relationship between music and politics
· identify, describe, and explain the origins of different social movements and the music associated with them
· identify and analyze data about political behavior and different musical genres;
· evaluate the political influence of musical artists and the music industry in political issues and events
· demonstrate knowledge about the role and effects (if any) of music on political behavior

COURSE REQUIREMENTS---I wish we didn’t have to but…we must:

1. There will be two Midterm exams (Sept 10 and Nov Oct 13) and a Final exam (Dec. 8), each worth 20%.
2. Music Matters: Political Impact/Proposal Presentation (Dec 1), worth 20%.  
3. Class participation, worth 20%.

Other Grading Details--- DO THIS for brownie points!
Extra Credit: From time to time, you will have a chance to earn extra credit points. Each properly completed extra credit is worth one to five points, which will be added directly to the test grades, as announced. Extra credit opportunities will be announced in class and/or posted on Canvas at my discretion.

FYI : The average grade for this class is a B. A higher grade WILL REQUIRE EXTRA EFFORT, so WORK MORE if this is your goal.

At the end of the semester, your grade will be based on the number of points you have accumulated out of the total possible 400 points.  400-360 = A, 320-359= B, 280-319= C, 240-279= D, <240= F
REQUIRED CLASS MATERIALS---What we’re gonna read and talk about;  
The first 2 books required for this class are available at the university bookstore.  The third book is available thru amazon.com. and other online bookstores

1. Altschuller, Glenn. 2003. All Shook Up: How Rock ‘n’ Roll Changed America. Oxford Press.    Hereafter referred to as ASU.
2. Garratt, James. 2019. Music and Politics: A Critical Introduction. Cambridge Press.  
Hereafter referred to as MP.
3. Readings posted on our Canvas page or found by link on the internet.


STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES AND EXCUSED ABSENCES—Here is the skinny!
Students are expected to complete the reading and written assignments for each week BEFORE CLASS, and to participate in class discussions.  Students are also expected to bring paper and writing utensils to every class. Regular participation is a VITAL component of this course and as a result will work to your advantage in borderline grade cases.  

Readings should be viewed as complimentary to the lectures/class discussions.  This means that not all information in the readings will be covered in class and vice versa.  Students are, nevertheless, responsible for all material provided in class and in the readings and can expect to see content from the reading utilized to successfully answer questions posed on the exams.

This course relies on short in-class assignments to encourage dynamic interaction during class periods. The first question is given within the first 5 minutes of class and the last one during the closing segment. Your grade for class participation is a percentage of times you answer a question and occasionally whether you answered the question correctly (when there is a correct answer). You snooze, you lose. 

Beginning Sept. 1, the only way you can get credit for class participation without being present in classin is by having an excused absence.  What constitutes an excused absence?  Only if:

1.	You are representing the university at an official event;
2.	You have a religious obligation;
3.	A member of your immediate family (spouse, child, sibling, parent, grandparent) dies or is hospitalized;
4.	You, yourself, have a contagious illness or a medical condition that requires a doctor’s care.

For numbers 1 and 2, you must give me at least 48 hours of ADVANCE notice, and that notice must be IN WRITING (sent to valmartinez@unt.edu); for #1, you must also provide me with an official excuse.  For numbers 3 and 4, you must notify me within 48 hours of missing class and provide documentation when you return to class.  Any longer than 48 hours, and the absence is not excused.  Period.  No exceptions.

OTHER IMPORTANT GUIDELINES—More skinny!
1.	Lectures are not intended to regurgitate the material in the textbook.  Rather, you should do the reading before class and come prepared to delve into the more esoteric topics we cover in class.  I STRONGLY ADVISE YOU TO START READING IMMEDIATELY. The more you read, the more you will enjoy and understand what we cover in class. Start with MP and then ASU. There are other assigned readings as well listed with specific topics.  You are ultimately responsible for the material in the readings and from class.  If you are struggling with any of the readings, it is your responsibility to seek my help.

2.	We only meet twice a week, so I expect you to be present and attentive in every class.   I strongly advise you to put your phone out of sight.  Arriving late, leaving early, texting, talking on your cell phone or to people sitting around you, surfing the web, or otherwise distracting your fellow students will not be tolerated. I will ask you to leave class.  Repeated or egregious instances of classroom disruption will result in referral to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether your conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  

3.	If you have a question or problem, please contact me by text or email or better still come see me during my office hours or by appointment. DO NOT CONTACT ME THROUGH CANVAS.

4.	UNT and I have a strict policy on cheating or plagiarism (see policy after class schedule below). To avoid the charge of plagiarism, anytime you report the findings or opinions of another writer (even if it is paraphrased in your own words or AI generated) you must cite the source, date of publication or accessed and page number in parentheses immediately following a direct quote or at the end of the paragraph if the information is paraphrased (that means written in your own words). Also include a reference page at the end of your paper with complete bibliographic information provided for every source cited in your paper.  Example citations: (Martinez-Ebers 2010, p.13) or (http://www.dawn.com/2011/12/15/the-politics-of-music.html.).

5.	I will communicate with the class via Canvas and e-mail.  You should set your Canvas (my.unt.edu) e-mail account to deliver messages to whichever e-mail address you regularly use.  It is your responsibility to check that account regularly. 

6.	If you require accommodation for a religious observance or for a disability, I am happy to oblige, but I will not do so on an ad hoc basis.  If you require accommodation for religious reasons, you must notify me in writing at least two weeks in advance.  If you require accommodation for a disability, you must provide me with appropriate documentation from ODA before I can assist you.

7.	This syllabus serves as a guideline for your reading and preparation for exams.  As your professor, I reserve the right to deviate from the syllabus when necessary.  I will make every effort to announce changes at least 48 hours prior to the adjustment, but, ultimately, you are responsible for keeping in touch with me regarding changes.

DO NOT HESITATE TO CONTACT ME IF YOU ARE HAVING A PROBLEM WITH THE COURSE.  I MAY BE ABLE TO HELP YOU STUDY MORE EFFECTIVELY OR RECOMMEND ASSISTANCE ELSEWHERE ON CAMPUS.  REMEMBER...I WANT YOU TO DO WELL IN THIS CLASS.

UNT POLICIES—More FYI
A. ADA Accommodation Statement. UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide a student with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding one’s specific course needs. Students may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the ODA website at disability.unt.edu. 

B. Course Safety Procedures (for Laboratory Courses). Students enrolled in [insert class name] are required to use proper safety procedures and guidelines as outlined in UNT Policy 06.038 Safety in Instructional Activities. While working in laboratory sessions, students are expected and required to identify and use proper safety guidelines in all activities requiring lifting, climbing, walking on slippery surfaces, using equipment and tools, handling chemical solutions and hot and cold products. Students should be aware that the UNT is not liable for injuries incurred while students are participating in class activities. All students are encouraged to secure adequate insurance coverage in the event of accidental injury. Students who do not have insurance coverage should consider Standard Syllabus Statements Related Policy 06.049 Course Syllabi Requirements obtaining Student Health Insurance. Brochures for student insurance are available in the UNT Student Health and Wellness Center. Students who are injured during class activities may seek medical attention at the Student Health and Wellness Center at rates that are reduced compared to other medical facilities. If students have an insurance plan other than Student Health Insurance at UNT, they should be sure that the plan covers treatment at this facility. If students choose not to go to the UNT Student Health and Wellness Center, they may be transported to an emergency room at a local hospital. Students are responsible for expenses incurred there. 

C. Emergency Notification & Procedures. UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please refer to Blackboard for contingency plans for covering course materials.

D. Acceptable Student Behavior. Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The University's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including University and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct. 

E. Access to Information – Eagle Connect. Students’ access point for business and academic services at UNT is located at: my.unt.edu. All official communication from the University will be delivered to a student’s Eagle Connect account. For more information, please visit the website that explains Eagle Connect and how to forward e-mail: eagleconnect.unt.edu/ 

F. Student Evaluation Administration Dates. Student feedback is important and an essential part of participation in this course. The student evaluation of instruction is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. The survey will be made available during weeks 13, 14 and 15 of the long semesters to provide students with an opportunity to evaluate how this course is taught. Students will receive an email from "UNT SPOT Course Evaluations via IASystem Notification" (no-reply@iasystem.org) with the survey link. Students should look for the email in their UNT email inbox. Simply click on the link and complete the survey. Once students complete the survey they will receive a confirmation email that the survey has been submitted. 

G. Sexual Assault Prevention. UNT is committed to providing a safe learning environment free of all forms of sexual misconduct. Federal laws and UNT policies prohibit discrimination on the basis of sex as well as sexual misconduct. If you or someone you know is experiencing sexual harassment, relationship violence, stalking and/or sexual assault, there are campus resources available to provide support and assistance. The Survivor Advocates can be reached at SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu or by calling the Dean of Students Office at 940-565- 2648.

H. Academic Integrity Standards and Consequences.
According to UNT Policy 06.003, Student Academic Integrity or the avoidance of academic dishonesty is of the utmost importance at all times. Academic dishonesty occurs when students engage in behaviors including, but not limited to cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, forgery, plagiarism, and sabotage. A finding of academic dishonesty may result in a range of academic penalties or sanctions ranging from admonition to expulsion from the University. 

I. Categories of Academic Dishonesty. 
A. Cheating. The use of unauthorized assistance in an academic exercise, including but not limited to: 
1. use of any unauthorized assistance to take exams, tests, quizzes or other assessments; 
2. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems or carrying out other assignments; 
3. acquisition, without permission, of tests, notes or other academic materials belonging to a faculty or staff member of the University; 
4. dual submission of a paper or project, or re-submission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructor; 
5. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage on an academic assignment. 

B. Plagiarism. Use of another's thoughts or words without proper attribution in any academic exercise, regardless of the student's intent, including but not limited to: 
1. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgement or citation. 
2. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or by an agency engaged in selling term papers or other academic materials. 

C. Forgery. Altering a score, grade or official academic university record or forging the signature of an instructor or other student. 

D. Fabrication. Falsifying or inventing any information, data or research as part of an academic exercise. 

E. Facilitating Academic Dishonesty. Helping or assisting another in the commission of academic dishonesty. 
F. Sabotage. Acting to prevent others from completing their work or willfully disrupting the academic work of others. 

II. Available Academic Penalties 
The following academic penalties may be assessed at the instructor's discretion upon determination that academic dishonesty has occurred. Admonitions and educational assignments are not appealable. 
A. Admonition. The student may be issued a verbal or written warning. 
B. Assignment of Educational Coursework. The student may be required to perform additional coursework not required of other students in the specific course. 
C. Partial or no credit for an assignment or assessment. The instructor may award partial or no credit for the assignment or assessment on which the student engaged in academic dishonesty, to be calculated into the final course grade. 


SEMESTER SCHEDULE—When in doubt, we stick to the plan!

What follows is an approximate timetable for the covering of the topics planned for the course.  The reading expected to be completed for each class is fixed without regard to our progress through the topics, unless I announce otherwise.  
 
8/18	Music Matters: Introduction and overview to the class 
Overview of course format, topics, arguments, presentations
    		No completed reading expected 

8/20		Music and Politics: Key Concepts and Issues
Read: MP chapter 1 (IN 2nd MODULE ON CANVAS)


8/25		Music and Politics: Theories 
Read: Politics as Music (IN 2nd MODULE ON CANVAS)

8/27		Music and Censorship
Read: MP chapter 2
  
9/1 		Music and Censorship (CONTINUED)
		Read online: Music Censorship: How Artists Have Fought For Freedom Of Expression
	
9/3	Dr. Val at APSA so NO CLASS BUT…. 
Watch online: The U.S vs. John Lennon - Full Documentary - HD (With Subs)
		Answer the following questions, one paragraph per question (due at the start of class on 
Monday, 9/8):
1. Why did the federal government want to deport John Lennon and what was the outcome of the case??
2. Do you consider the government’s actions censorship? If yes, why?  If not, why not?
3. Did Lennon’s personal actions have any political impact? If yes, why?  If not, why not?
		
9/8		How Popular Music Also Supports the Status Quo
Read: MP chapter 4 and answer the following question, write at least one paragraph  which is due at the start of class
1. According to chapter 4, how is music used to promote or acclaim the government in power?

9/10		1ST MIDTERM EXAM
		
9/15		The Emergence of Rock-n-Roll as a Cultural Phenomenon
		Read: ASU chapter 1 

9/17		Crossing the Color Line
		Read: ASU chapter 2

9/22		Don’t Stop the Feeling!
		Read: ASU chapter 3
	
9/24		Youth Culture and Intergenerational Conflict
Read: ASU chapter 4  

9/29		Youth Culture and Intergenerational Conflict (CONTINUED)
		Read: “Politics and Music of the 1960s” (IN 3rd MODULE ON CANVAS)

10/1		Payola and the Pop Culture Wars
		Read: ASU  chapter 5

10/6		The Lull before the Revolution
		Read: ASU chapter 6 AND 7

10/8		Revolution Continues
Read: “How the Beatles Took America” (IN 3rd MODULE ON CANVAS)
2. According to chapter 5, how is music used to protest and is there any evidence it is effective?
3. According to chapter 6, how is music related to identity?

10/13		2ND MIDTERM EXAM


10/15		The Politics of Motown
Read online: https://www.thatericalper.com/2026/07/17/what-motowns-berry-gordy-can-teach-you-about-building-a-system-that-scales/

10/20 		The Politics of Motown (CONTINUED)
		Read online: Black Forum: The radical politics of Motown 

10/22		A Different Political Purpose for Music: Freedom Songs
		Read: “Popular Music and the Civil Rights Movement” (IN 4th MODULE ON CANVAS)

10/27		What Makes It a Protest Song?
		Read: “Protest Songs” (IN 4th MODULE ON CANVAS)

10/29		Music, Community and Critique: Woodstock Nation and Countercultural Movements
		Read
			
11/3*		If We Are The World, How Do We Change It? Charity Rock And Personal Efforts
	Read : “Mega Events” (IN 4TH MODULE ON CANVAS)

11/5*		If We Are The World, How Do We Change It?
	Read: “The Pop Star as a Politician” (IN 5TH MODULE ON CANVAS) and online
https://time.com/3987596/u2-activism-history/

11/10*		Notes From the Underground: HipHop Culture and Urban Youth Empowerment
Read: “Somebody Scream 1” (IN 5TH MODULE ON CANVAS) and Read online: https://www.tempolor.com/blog/conscious-rap-artists-who-changed-music/

11/12*    	Notes From the Underground: HipHop Culture and Urban Youth Empowerment
		Read: TBD
		Guest Lecture: Dr. H. Samy Alim, author of “Rock the Mic: The Language of Hip Hop Culture”


11/17 		POWER EVALUATION PRESENTATIONS

11/19		POWER EVALUATION PRESENTATIONS	

11/24– 11/26	FALL BREAK

12/1  		POWER EVALUATION PRESENTATIONS

12/3		POWER EVALUATION PRESENTATIONS and
Course Wrap-Up and Review for Final Exam

12/10    	FINAL EXAM	STARTS AT 3:30 PM!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
		





POLITICAL IMPACT VIDEO OR PRESENTATION—Ready Set, ACTION!
The purpose of this assignment is to assess the political influence of an song, individual, group or event in the music industry.  You will draw a research subject from the list of research subjects compiled by Dr. Val and use the arguments we have read or discussed in class to examine how the subject studied influenced politics/policy/political circumstances.  Further details will be provided in class during the coming weeks.

READ, PRINT THIS PAGE, SIGN AND SUBMIT to DR. VAL--- DO THIS for 2 brownie points!

This certifies that I have read the syllabus and understand the requirements for the course and the mandatory deportment policy.  I also understand the Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism.  I agree to abide by academic honesty outlined by the Center for Student Rights & Responsibilities www.unt.edu/csrr/  and have read the material about my rights and the sanctions that can be imposed if I violate the student code of conduct.  I verify that all work done in this class will be my own, that I will cite or quote sources when I draw from other authors' material, and that I will present only accurate and truthful information to the professor and the teaching assistants.  Furthermore, I understand that violating the policy will result in an automatic "F" for the course and referral to the Dean of Students for disciplinary proceedings and dismissal. 


Signature: _________________________________________Date:____________ 

Printed Name: ______________________________________EUID:___________

