COURSE SYLLABUS
Political Science 2315.002,  Spring 2025
American and Texas Government:  Political Behavior and Policy
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2-3:20

Instructor:  Dr. Valerie Martinez-Ebers	Office Hours: Tues-Thursdays, 3:20-4:30 pm 
	           You can call me “Dr. Val” or		and by appointment
	“Dr. Martinez” but not Miss, Ms
or Mrs – NEVER!!!
          valmartinez@unt.edu		DO NOT CONTACT ME THRU CANVAS. USE THE EMAIL 	  
	           940-390-2304			PROVIDED HERE.

About the Course—Why you gotta do this!
This is one of two courses on American and Texas politics required by state law and as part of UNT’s general education (“core”) requirements.  Both the United States and Texas governments are representative democracies.  This suggests a connection between the will of the people (that’s us!) and the actions taken by government.  We will trace that connection by looking at where individuals’ political values and attitudes come from, the mechanisms intended to join individual beliefs to government action, and the outcomes or results of these actions. 

With this in mind, we will be tackling some very important aspects of the U.S. government and its relationship to the U.S. people that you may have never thought much about:  How do we measure public opinion and does that opinion influence government policy or who gets elected to political office?  Should it?  How do people participate--individually and collectively--in their government?  What role does the mass media and political parties play in politics?  How, exactly, do elections work?  How, exactly, is policy made? Why are we so divided with respect to our political beliefs?


Course Objectives---What you’ll be able to do:
As a result of taking this course, you should be able to:
· explain the origins, development, and effects of US and Texas political culture;
· identify, describe, and explain the origin of individual political attitudes;
· identify and analyze data about political behavior and different political phenomena;
· evaluate polling as a means of measuring public opinion;
· demonstrate knowledge about the role and effects of the media on political behavior;
· describe the expansion of the franchise in the U.S.;
· explain and assess theoretical explanations for the individual decision to participate;
· assess the role of forms of political participation other than voting;
· explain the formation of interest groups;
· explain the effect of interest groups on American politics;
· explain the process of electing the President and Vice President of the U.S.;
· explain the reapportionment and redistricting process
· explain the election of members of the House and Senate;
· explain the relationship between money and elections;
· recognize the stages of the policy making process;
· explain and critique select topics of U.S. domestic policy 

Course Requirements --- What we’re gonna do:
1. Class participation including written assignments (15%)
2. Mid-term exam, March 6 (25%)
3. In-class ideology or policy debate (25%)
4. Final exam, May 6 (20%)
5. Workbook quizzes  (15%)
At the end of the semester, your grade will be based on the usual scale (90%+ = A, 80%+ = B, 70%+ = C, 60%+ = D, below 60% = F).  I use standard mathematical rounding with respect to your final averages, but will not otherwise manipulate grades. PLEASE NOTE: because the weight of course requirements vary, your grade average posted in the Canvas gradebook is not accurate. 

Other Grading Details--- DO THIS for brownie points!
Extra Credit: From time to time, you will have a chance to earn extra credit points. Each properly completed extra credit is worth one to five points, which will be added directly to the test grades, as announced. Extra credit opportunities will be announced in class and/or posted on Canvas at my discretion.

FYI : The average grade for this class is a B. A higher grade WILL REQUIRE EXTRA EFFORT, so WORK MORE if this is your goal.


Required Class Materials---What we’re gonna read and write on;
1. Thomas Patterson, We the People, 15th ed. Selected chapters, McGraw-Hill, 2025
To purchase the book online by following these simple steps:
1. Go to https://www.mheducation.com/highered/custom/product/9798219124341.html
2. Add the book to your cart and pay using a credit card or access code.
3. Follow on screen instructions to checkout.
Hereafter referred to as WTP

2. US Political Behavior Workbook,PSCI 2305, Soomo Publishing, LRN 
(You can get this workbook at the campus bookstore or buy online directly from the publisher.)
Here after referred to as WB
   
3. Ezra Klein, Why We’re Polarized, Avid Reader Press/Simon and Shuster, 2020.
(You can buy this new or used online at Amazon or at used-books stores.)
Here after referred to as Klein

4. Notebook paper and writing utensil -Gotta bring this with you to every single class!


Texas Senate Bill 17
Texas Senate Bill 17, the recent law that outlaws diversity, equity, and inclusion programs at public colleges and universities in Texas, does not in any way affect content, instruction or discussion in a course at public colleges and universities in Texas. Expectations regarding academic freedom for teaching and class discussion have not been altered post-SB 17, and students should not feel the need to censor their speech pertaining to topics pertaining to race and racism, structural inequality, LGBTQ+ issues, or diversity, equity, and inclusion.

Important Testing Details ---I wish we didn’t have to but…we must.
1. Approximately 50% of the test questions will come from class lecture, discussions, videos and 50% will come from the assigned reading. Of course, a great deal of information included on the tests can be found in more than one place. Tests will consist of multiple choice type questions, short answer questions and one essay.
1. If we are running behind schedule, we will still have the test on the appointed date, then include the rest of the material on the next test rather than delay the test. 
1.  Tests are not cumulative (not even the final).
1. Students are required to take all the tests to complete the course (unless excused by the instructor). A grade of zero will be entered and averaged in for any test not taken unless it is the final and you are formally exempt from taking it.
1.  I expect you to be present in Wooten Room 215 for exams unless you can provide a written excuse that I deem valid (proof of positive COVID test, proof of exposure to COVID within 5 days before the scheduled exam; illness severe enough to seek medical care; a summons to appear in court; or official representation of the university). Any other excuses will be considered case-by-case. Please follow these guidelines if you should find it necessary to miss a test:
	a. Please call (940-390-2304) or email me (valmartinez@unt.edu) as soon possible, preferably as soon as you know you are going to miss the exam.
	b. Submit verification/explanation on the day you return to class following the missed exam.



[bookmark: _Hlk92794481]STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES—Here is the skinny!
Students are expected to complete the reading and written assignments for each week BEFORE CLASS, and to participate in class discussions.  Students are also expected to bring paper and writing utensils to every class. Regular participation is a VITAL component of this course and as a result will work to your advantage in borderline grade cases.  

Readings should be viewed as complimentary to the lectures/class discussions.  This means that not all information in the readings will be covered in class and vice versa.  Students are, nevertheless, responsible for all material provided in class and in the readings and can expect to see content from the reading utilized to successfully answer questions posed on the exams.



[bookmark: _Hlk92794714]OTHER IMPORTANT INSTRUCTOR GUIDELINES—More skinny!
1. It is the policy of the University, the department of political science and Dr. Val, to comply fully with the Americans for Disabilities Act and to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students.  If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability or if you have emergency medical information to share, please notify Dr. Val as soon as possible, preferably before the 2nd week of class.  My contact information as well as my office hours are listed above.

2. As we are all adults, we will treat one another with respect. Turn off your cell phones and no emailing or surfing the web during class meetings.

3. As previously stated, regular participation is a vital component of this class, nonetheless it is important for all of us to be mindful of the health and safety of everyone in our community, especially given concerns about COVID-19. Please contact Dr. Val if you are unable to attend class because you are ill, or unable to attend class due to COVID-19 including symptoms, potential exposure, pending or positive test results, or if you have been given specific instructions to isolate or quarantine from a health care provider or a local authority. It is important that you communicate with me prior to being absent so I may decide about accommodating your request to be excused from class.

If you are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19 please seek medical attention from the Student Health and Wellness Center (940-565-2333 or ask SHWC@unt.edu) or your health care provider PRIOR to coming to campus. UNT also requires you to contact the UNT COVID Hotline at 844-366-5892 or COVID@unt.edu for guidance on actions to take due to symptoms, pending or positive test results, or potential exposure. While attendance is an important part of succeeding in this class, your own health, and those of others in the community, is more important.

4.  Makeup exams will be given only in cases of unavoidable conflict or health problems.  Students must contact Dr. Val before the regularly scheduled test in order to qualify for a makeup exam.  Make up tests are 100% essay and will take place at Dr. Val’ convenience which is usually at the end of the semester.

5.Dr. Val has a strict policy on cheating or plagiarism.  The penalty for either offense will be to assign a failing grade to the test/paper or to assign a failing grade for the course, subject to her discretion. To avoid the charge of plagiarism, ANYTIME you report the opinions or findings of another writer (even if it is written in your own words) YOU MUST PROVIDE A WITHIN TEXT CITATION which will include the author’s last name, and date of publication in parentheses, eg. (Martinez-Ebers 2021).  You can place the citation at the end of the sentence in parentheses or at the end of the paragraph if it involves more than one sentence.   Direct quotes always require citing the author, date of publication PLUS the page number IMMEDIATELY following the quote.

FAIR WARNING! Since writing, analytical, and critical thinking skills are part of the learning outcomes of this course, all writing assignments should be prepared by YOU. Developing strong competencies in this area will prepare you for a competitive workplace.  This means you should not have another person/entity do the writing of any substantive portion of an assignment for you, which includes hiring a person or a company to write assignments or using artificial intelligence tools like ChatGPT.  Dr. Val will be checking every paper and exam submitted with OpenAI API Key. The tool comes from Open AI, itself, the company that made ChatGPT to detect AI-written text.  If I find that your paper includes AI-written text, even if you acknowledged using it in your citations, I will consider this behavior as cheating and apply one of the available university options for academic dishonesty.

6.  Papers and other assignments should be submitted at the beginning of class on the day they are due.  Points will be deducted for late submissions (usually 10 points per day).

7. If an emergency (sickness, accident, death in the family or some other crisis) occurs during the semester that may affect your performance in this course, please inform me promptly.  DO NOT wait until the end of the semester.

8. Synchronous (live) sessions in this course may be recorded for students enrolled in this class section to refer to throughout the semester. Class recordings are the intellectual property of the university or instructor and are reserved for use only by students in this class and only for educational purposes. Students may not post or otherwise share the recordings outside the class, or outside the Canvas Learning Management System, in any form. Failing to follow this restriction is a violation of the UNT Code of Student Conduct and could lead to disciplinary action.

9. PLEASE NOTE: This syllabus serves as a guideline for your reading and preparation for exams.  HOWEVER, as your professor, Dr. Val reserves the right to deviate from the syllabus when necessary.  She will make every effort to announce changes at least 2 classes prior to the adjustment, but, ultimately, students are responsible for keeping in touch with her regarding changes.

DO NOT HESITATE TO CONTACT DR. VAL IF YOU ARE HAVING A PROBLEM WITH THE COURSE.  SHE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP YOU STUDY MORE EFFECTIVELY OR RECOMMEND ASSISTANCE ELSEWHERE ON CAMPUS.  REMEMBER...SHE WANTS YOU TO DO WELL IN THIS CLASS.
[bookmark: _Hlk61004816]

Workbook Exercises—Exercises, exercises, we must do our exercises 
You will complete six Multiple Choice assignments from the 2305 workbook.  To complete these assignments, you will need to do the assigned reading on the firewall protected workbook website.  The site behind the firewall includes text relevant to the assignments, directions, and necessary web links.

After you complete the reading, you will actually answer the questions in Canvas.  You can only complete a workbook exercise once (so make sure you are happy with your answers before you hit “submit”.  All workbook assignments are due Dec 3, 2026.   Late assignments will not be accepted.  No exceptions. 


Instructions for Ideology and Policy Debate —Ready Set, ACTION!

1. Idealogy Discussion/Debate--
	Go to https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/quiz/political-typology/results/f3c6226e8dc0d2d47c53e42834a9d239 and carefully play the Political Typology Quiz. 
If you take the exercise seriously it should determine what political ideology best reflects your view of the appropriate role of government.  
	What is the appropriate role of government in our lives? Up to 9 students representing each of the 9 ideologies will be able to put their ideas and values into action by participating in a class discussion/debate.  This assignment involves preparation for the in-class debate and a one-page paper.  One side of the page explains your political ideology as fully as possible, and the other side of the page explains your ideology’s position on the topic that you discuss in class.  Interested students should speak with me as soon as possible to organize the content of the debate.

2. Policy Discussion/Debate--
	Go to https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/quiz/political-typology/results/f3c6226e8dc0d2d47c53e42834a9d239 and carefully play the Political Typology Quiz. 
If you take the exercise seriously it should determine what political ideology best reflects your view of the appropriate role of government.  
	Up to 4 students will put their thoughts and knowledge regarding a major policy problem into action by participating in a policy debate. This assignment involves preparation for the in-class debate and a one-page paper.  One side of the page provides your definition/description of the problem as fully as possible, and the other side of the page explains your solution to the problem that you discuss in class.  Interested students should speak with me as soon as possible to organize the content of the debate. The policy topics to be discussed/debated include: Climate Change, School Vouchers, Immigration and Income Inequality


UNT POLICIES--FYI
A. ADA Accommodation Statement. UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide a student with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding one’s specific course needs. Students may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the ODA website at disability.unt.edu. 

B. Course Safety Procedures (for Laboratory Courses). Students enrolled in [insert class name] are required to use proper safety procedures and guidelines as outlined in UNT Policy 06.038 Safety in Instructional Activities. While working in laboratory sessions, students are expected and required to identify and use proper safety guidelines in all activities requiring lifting, climbing, walking on slippery surfaces, using equipment and tools, handling chemical solutions and hot and cold products. Students should be aware that the UNT is not liable for injuries incurred while students are participating in class activities. All students are encouraged to secure adequate insurance coverage in the event of accidental injury. Students who do not have insurance coverage should consider Standard Syllabus Statements Related Policy 06.049 Course Syllabi Requirements obtaining Student Health Insurance. Brochures for student insurance are available in the UNT Student Health and Wellness Center. Students who are injured during class activities may seek medical attention at the Student Health and Wellness Center at rates that are reduced compared to other medical facilities. If students have an insurance plan other than Student Health Insurance at UNT, they should be sure that the plan covers treatment at this facility. If students choose not to go to the UNT Student Health and Wellness Center, they may be transported to an emergency room at a local hospital. Students are responsible for expenses incurred there. 

C. Emergency Notification & Procedures. UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please refer to Blackboard for contingency plans for covering course materials.

D. Acceptable Student Behavior. Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The University's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including University and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct. 

E. Access to Information – Eagle Connect. Students’ access point for business and academic services at UNT is located at: my.unt.edu. All official communication from the University will be delivered to a student’s Eagle Connect account. For more information, please visit the website that explains Eagle Connect and how to forward e-mail: eagleconnect.unt.edu/ 

F. Student Evaluation Administration Dates. Student feedback is important and an essential part of participation in this course. The student evaluation of instruction is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. The survey will be made available during weeks 13, 14 and 15 of the long semesters to provide students with an opportunity to evaluate how this course is taught. Students will receive an email from "UNT SPOT Course Evaluations via IASystem Notification" (no-reply@iasystem.org) with the survey link. Students should look for the email in their UNT email inbox. Simply click on the link and complete the survey. Once students complete the survey they will receive a confirmation email that the survey has been submitted. 

G. Sexual Assault Prevention. UNT is committed to providing a safe learning environment free of all forms of sexual misconduct. Federal laws and UNT policies prohibit discrimination on the basis of sex as well as sexual misconduct. If you or someone you know is experiencing sexual harassment, relationship violence, stalking and/or sexual assault, there are campus resources available to provide support and assistance. The Survivor Advocates can be reached at SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu or by calling the Dean of Students Office at 940-565- 2648.

H. Academic Integrity Standards and Consequences.
According to UNT Policy 06.003, Student Academic Integrity or the avoidance of academic dishonesty is of the utmost importance at all times. Academic dishonesty occurs when students engage in behaviors including, but not limited to cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, forgery, plagiarism, and sabotage. A finding of academic dishonesty may result in a range of academic penalties or sanctions ranging from admonition to expulsion from the University. 

I. Categories of Academic Dishonesty. 
A. Cheating. The use of unauthorized assistance in an academic exercise, including but not limited to: 
1. use of any unauthorized assistance to take exams, tests, quizzes or other assessments; 
2. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems or carrying out other assignments; 
3. acquisition, without permission, of tests, notes or other academic materials belonging to a faculty or staff member of the University; 
4. dual submission of a paper or project, or re-submission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructor; 
5. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage on an academic assignment. 

B. Plagiarism. Use of another's thoughts or words without proper attribution in any academic exercise, regardless of the student's intent, including but not limited to: 
1. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgement or citation. 
2. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or by an agency engaged in selling term papers or other academic materials. 

C. Forgery. Altering a score, grade or official academic university record or forging the signature of an instructor or other student. 

D. Fabrication. Falsifying or inventing any information, data or research as part of an academic exercise. 

E. Facilitating Academic Dishonesty. Helping or assisting another in the commission of academic dishonesty. 
F. Sabotage. Acting to prevent others from completing their work or willfully disrupting the academic work of others. 

II. Available Academic Penalties 
The following academic penalties may be assessed at the instructor's discretion upon determination that academic dishonesty has occurred. Admonitions and educational assignments are not appealable. 
A. Admonition. The student may be issued a verbal or written warning. 
B. Assignment of Educational Coursework. The student may be required to perform additional coursework not required of other students in the specific course. 
C. Partial or no credit for an assignment or assessment. The instructor may award partial or no credit for the assignment or assessment on which the student engaged in academic dishonesty, to be calculated into the final course grade. 


[bookmark: _Hlk92805554]CLASS SCHEDULE—When in doubt, stick to the plan!
8/18	Introduction………………………………..No reading
 
8/20	Critical Thinking………………………… Read: WTP, chapter 1 (FOUND ONLY ON CANVAS)

8/25	Political Culture…………………………..Read:
https://www.thoughtco.com/understanding-political-culture-6832806 

8/27	Political Culture…………………………..Read:
https://mlpp.pressbooks.pub/pol111mhs/chapter/6-1-political-culture/
  
9/1 	Political Ideology………………………. Take the Idealog quiz at 
	                            			https://www.idealog.org/en/quiz
Answer the following questions in three paragraphs, due at the start of class:
1. Briefly explain your quiz results.
2. Was there any surprise to you in your results?
3. How does your ideology (according to your Idealog result) fit with your preferred opinion on free college tuition?

1/3	Dr. Val at APSA so NO CLASS BUT…. You need to complete the Political Typology Quiz at to https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/quiz/political-typology/results/f3c6226e8dc0d2d47c53e42834a9d239

2/4	Political Ideology discussion continues with your results after taking Pew Research Center’s Political Typology quiz.

Answer the following questions in three paragraphs, due at the start of class:
1. Briefly explain your quiz results.
2. How do these results compare to your Idealog quiz results?
3. Which quiz do you prefer and why?


2/6	Public Opinion………………………….. Read: WTP, chapter 6, Recommend WB, chapter 1

2/11	Public Opinion…………………………..Read: 
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2024/08/28/key-things-to-know-about-us-election-polling-in-2024/

2/13	Polarization in Am. Politics…………..Read:  WHY, Introduction-chapter 4

2/18	Polarization in Am. Politics…………..Read:  WHY, chapters 5-7

2/20	Polarization in Am. Politics…………..Read:  WHY, chapters 8-Afterward
Public Policy Immigration 


2/24	Political Participation…………………...Read: WTP. Chapter 2

2/27	Political Participation…………………...Recommend WB, chapter 2

3/4	Review for Midterm and Policy debate group meetings

3/6 	MIDTERM EXAMINATION

3/11-13	SPRING BREAK

3/18	Political Parties……………………...………Read: WTP, chapter 8

3/20	Political Parties….…………………………..Read:	https://protectdemocracy.org/work/why-do-we-need-political-parties/

3/25	Elections and Campaigns……………...Recommend WB, chapter 3
	
3/27	Elections and Campaigns……………...Read: https://www.ushistory.org/gov/5b.asp
Answer the following questions in three paragraphs, due at the start of class
2.  Many people are unhappy with the way we elect presidents in the United States. What is your opinion of the election process for U.S. President?
2. If you are happy with the process, explain why things should stay the same and if you are unhappy with the process, what would you change?
2. What changes do you foresee realistically happening to the election process?

4/1	Interest Groups……………………………Read: WTP, chapter 9
					
4/3	Interest Groups.…………………………..Recommend WB, chapter 4

4/8	Media and Politics………………………..Read: WTP chapter 10

4/10	Media and Politics………………………..Recommend WB, chapter 5

4/15    The Policy Process……………………….Read: “The Surprising Usefulness of the Policy Process Model” (on Canvas)

4/17	Climate Change……………………………Read: WTP, chapter 15

4/22 	Income Inequality……………………….Read: WTP, chapter 16 except Education

4/24	School Vouchers………………………….Read: WTP, Education in chapter 16	

4/29  	Immigration………………………………..Read: WTP, chapter 17	

5/1	Course Wrap-Up and Review for Final Exam

5/6    		FINAL EXAMINATION (12:30 PM) 




READ, PRINT THIS PAGE, SIGN AND SUBMIT to DR. VAL:
This certifies that I have read the syllabus and understand the requirements for the course and the mandatory deportment policy.  I also understand the Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism.  I agree to abide by academic honesty outlined by the Center for Student Rights & Responsibilities www.unt.edu/csrr/  and have read the material about my rights and the sanctions that can be imposed if I violate the student code of conduct.  I verify that all work done in this class will be my own, that I will cite or quote sources when I draw from other authors' material, and that I will present only accurate and truthful information to the professor and the teaching assistants.  Furthermore, I understand that violating the policy will result in an automatic "F" for the course and referral to the Dean of Students for disciplinary proceedings and dismissal. 


Signature: _________________________________________Date:____________ 

Printed Name: ______________________________________EUID:___________


