

Theory III Syllabus
Fall Semester 2025.

Timothy L. Jackson (Distinguished University Research Professor of Music Theory, Professor of Music Theory), Main Music Building, Room 111, (972) 983-3128. E-mail: timothy.jackson@unt.edu also shermanzelechin@gmail.com. 

TA: Anderson Kurk:  Anderson Kurk <anderson.kurk@gmail.com>
Textbook: Carl Schachter and Edward Aldwell, Harmony and Voice Leading (third edition) 
Topics to Covered
· Modal mixture, possibly secondary mixture
· Plagal motion
· Text-music analysis 
· Chromatic mediants
· Chromatic modulations
· Neapolitan 6th
· Augmented 6th
· Review of phrase structure
· Binary form
· Ternary form
· Chromatic voice exchanges
· Chromatic lament bass
· Sequences with applied chords
· Enharmonic reinterpretation (Ger+6 = V7 and/or viio7 chords)
· Off-tonic openings/auxiliary cadences
· Symmetrical chords
· Common-tone diminished 7th chords
· 
Anderson Kurk will set up two Zoom meetings per week with the expectation that each student will attend at least one Zoom meeting per week. 
Marking policy: rather than a point system, letter grades are used as follows: Firstly, all mistakes are indicated with a thorough explanation of what is wrong. Secondly, a letter grade based upon the number and SEVERITY of the errors. See the further explanation below.

A = excellent, no or few errors. If there are one or two flaws they should be minor. The solution is musical.
B = mediocre. More errors than there should be, and some of the mistakes are serious, e.g., parallels in the outer voices, doubled leading tones and sevenths - basic things like that. The solution is only semi-musical. 
C = bad. Too many errors, too many serious mistakes, and the solution is unmusical. 
F = self-explanatory.
R = redo and resubmit. For a legitimate reason, the person did not understand the assignment. 

Assignments should be submitted on the due-date or a letter grade will be subtracted. Exceptions can be made if the person is at death's door and can provide a doctor's note.

According to Google AI:

"Let the punishment fit the crime" is a principle of criminal justice emphasizing that a punishment should always be proportionate to the severity of the offense. Originating from ancient concepts of justice and popularized by figures like Cicero and immortalized in Gilbert and Sullivan's opera The Mikado, the phrase advocates for a balanced approach where the penalty reflects the nature of the crime, avoiding both excessive and insufficient consequences. This principle is enshrined in legal systems, such as the Eighth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, which prohibits cruel and unusual punishments, ensuring proportionality in sentencing. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KbE0wZaXiLI&list=RDKbE0wZaXiLI&start_radio=1&rv=KbE0wZaXiLI Students who don't do their homework should meet this fate: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nr_7U2CU9eI

Attendance: Three unjustified/unexplained/unexcused absences will result in lowering the final grade by one notch.
Grading: 
Homework assignments: 30%
Midterm: 30%
Final: 40%

University Policies:
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam [or specify alternative sanction, such as course failure]. Additionally, the incident will be reported to the Dean of Students (Office of Academic Integrity), who may impose further penalty. According to the UNT catalog, the term “cheating" includes, but is not limited to: a. use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; b. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university; d. dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructor(s); or e. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to: a. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; and b. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials. LINK: https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/06.003.AcadIntegrity.Final_.pdf STUDENT BEHAVIOR 

Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. LINK: Student Code of Conduct - https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct 

ACCESS TO INFORMATION – EAGLE CONNECT Your access point for business and academic services at UNT occurs at my.unt.edu. All official communication from the university will be delivered to your Eagle Connect account. For more information, please visit the website that explains Eagle Connect. LINK: eagleconnect.unt.edu/ ODA STATEMENT The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Access. LINK: disability.unt.edu. (Phone: (940) 565-4323) 

UNT Policy Statement on Diversity UNT values diversity and individuality as part of advancing ideals of human worth, dignity and academic excellence. Diverse viewpoints enrich open discussion, foster the examination of values and exposure of biases, help educate people in rational conflict resolution and responsive leadership, and prepare us for the complexities of a pluralistic society. As such, UNT is committed to maintaining an open, welcoming atmosphere that attracts qualified students, staff, and faculty from all groups to support their success. UNT does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, age, disability, genetic information, or veteran status in its application and admission process, educational programs and activities, employment policies and use of university facilities. https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/04.018_PolicyStateOnDiversity.pub 8_.18_0.pdf 2019-2020 

Semester Academic Schedule (with Add/Drop Dates) https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/fall-registration-guide Academic Calendar at a Glance, 2019-2020 https://www.unt.edu/catalogs/2019-20/calendar Final Exam Schedule https://registrar.unt.edu/exams/final-exam-schedule/fall Financial Aid and Satisfactory Academic Progress Undergraduates A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial aid. Students must maintain a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a required number of credit hours based on total hours registered. Students cannot exceed attempted credit hours above 150% of their required degree plan. If a student does not maintain the required standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility. Students holding music scholarships must maintain a minimum 2.5 overall cumulative GPA and 3.0 cumulative GPA in music courses. If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do so may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. It is recommended that you to schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course being doing so. LINK: http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap




