U.S. History Since 1865 (Honors)
HISTORY 2685
SPRING 2026

Class Meeting Location: Physics Building 115
Class Meeting Times: MWF, 12:00pm – 12:50pm 
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Professor: 			Dr. ToniAnn Treviño (She/Her)
Office: 			Wooten 231B
Student Drop-In Hours*: 	M/F, 10:00am-11:00am (Or by appointment)
				Note: Meetings can also be conducted via Zoom by request

*If these hours do not work, please email me to schedule an appointment.
Email: 			toniann.trevino@unt.edu
Communication: 	I am enthusiastic about supporting you in this course and please do not hesitate to reach out with questions or concerns. However, please be advised that I may need up to 48 hours to respond and I will not necessarily be available during the evening, nor on the weekends. Please take this into account before important deadlines. 

	For more involved questions, please see me in person.
Required Readings:
· The American Yawp: A Free and Online, Collaboratively Built American History Textbook 
· Available free at http://www.americanyawp.com 
(print copy also available at campus bookstore)
· Wesley G. Phelps and Jennifer Jensen Wallach, Containing Multitudes: A Documentary Reader of US History since 1865 (Fayetteville: University of Arkansas Press, 2022)
· Additional articles, podcasts, and primary document sets will be available on Canvas. 

***Please see the weekly module overview for daily assigned readings and a bird’s-eye view of course deadlines. 

Course Information
Description
We will work together to explore some of the central developments in United States history from 1865 to the present. We will engage with both primary and secondary sources, spanning across written, material, and visual materials, to build a broad skill set in analytical thought and academic writing. This course does not utilize a “coverage” model or that is often presented in K-12 history curriculum, nor is your success in this class dependent on your ability to recite dates. Instead, class discussions and activities encourage students to think across various weeks for common themes and significant moments of connection to expand your understanding of U.S. history. Our class meetings will blend interactive lectures with hands-on activities and students will have a great amount of discretion to explore topics that interest them the most in many course assignments. Students will therefore take an extremely active role in learning, discussion, and self-reflection as we explore our course theme and topics.  

Prerequisite: Acceptance into the Honors College

Course Theme: Belonging 
This semester will explore U.S. history since 1865 with a particular focus on the concept of “Belonging.” How do ideas about identity, citizenship, immigration, and space shape conceptions about who “belongs” in the United States? How do individuals across time and space make claims to belonging to demand the full rights of citizenship? How is belonging and shared identity oftentimes rooted in exclusion? How do these historical contexts shape our own world, and our personal sense of belonging?   

Course Objectives
This course challenges students to do more than just digest narratives—students will gain the skills over the course of the semester to critically analyze primary documents, images, and secondary texts to put forth their own interpretations of U.S. history since 1865. In this sense, students should think about this course as an ongoing exercise to develop historical analysis skills that require repetitive strengthening, rather than a class that prioritizes the strict recollection of facts. Throughout this course, students will learn to “think like historians” and conceptualize history as a cumulative process. Additionally, this course challenges students to apply course material to ideas about personal and social responsibility. Students will also be encouraged to consider how their own experiences are a result of these larger historical processes.

Planning Your Grade & Course Requirements
Our course departs from traditional grading models, and we will instead utilize specifications grading. In our class, you will complete a “bundle” of assignments that will determine your final grade. The A bundle will ask you to put in the highest level of engagement, labor, and creativity. More importantly, however, the bundle requires that you progressively strengthen your analytical skills throughout the semester and demonstrate your grasp of core concepts in more than one way. The B and C bundles will require less labor, but the B bundle rewards students for making more efforts to practice and refine their writing and analytical abilities. 
I will ask you during the first week of class to make an early plan about which bundle you will complete. However, you can change your mind at any point during the semester. I understand and empathize with the fact that students juggle multiple academic, extracurricular, and home-life obligations. Please know that I will support you in pursuing whichever bundle works best for your life circumstances.

The assignments that you turn in will not receive numerical grades. Instead, Canvas will show that the assignment is “Complete” when your work meets the assignment expectations, which is roughly the equivalent of B+ or A- work or above. An assignment will be marked as “Incomplete” if you have not yet fulfilled the requirements for the assignment. I know that many of the skills that you will practice in this course might not yet be intuitive. This might be especially true for assignments that ask you to engage with content in a creative way, or reflect upon how the world that you live in is connected to the histories that we will discuss. As a result, students will have an opportunity to revise assignments that do not immediately fulfill expectations. Revisions should be turned in within one week of receiving a “revise and resubmit” notice. This designation should not be seen as a punishment or a negative assessment. Instead, students will have an opportunity to improve their work in a supportive environment. 

Bundles requirements are as follows: 
	A Bundle
	B Bundle
	C Bundle

	Attendance and Participation
	Attendance and Participation
	Attendance and Participation

	1 Analytical Essay
	1 Analytical Essay
	1 Analytical Essay

	20 Discussion Question Submissions
	20 Discussion Question Submissions
	20 Discussion Question Submissions

	6 Content Application 
Mini-Projects
	6 Content Application 
Mini- Projects
	5 Content Application 
Mini-Projects

	2 Synthetic Essays
	2 Synthetic Essays
	1 Synthetic Essay

	1 Zine 
	
	


Bundle Component Overview
Attendance and Participation 
Students are expected to: 
· Attend class meetings and participate in class discussions. Students will arrive on time and ready to engage in the class meeting. Because our course time will be spent working collaboratively, it is crucial for you to be present, alert, and actively participating for every class. While participation will look different for each student according to personality and learning style, your contributions are vital. 
· Adhere to the course absence policy. 
· Students are allowed two unexcused absences before your grade will be impacted. Additional unexcused absences will have the potential to negatively impact the participation and attendance component of your bundle.
· I understand that the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic might make it a difficult to attend class from time to time. 
· To be clear: I do not want you to come to class if you have COVID-like symptoms. If there are extenuating circumstances, please immediately contact me to let me know and we can work on this. 
· Excused absences such as university-sponsored events, absences with an accompanying doctor’s note, or approved absences following communication with me will not count against toward the two unexcused absences.
· Arrive in class with assigned readings completed, and ideally printed. 
· We will heavily engage with your readings and reading notes during class discussions.
· Be respectful to our classroom learning environment. This includes: 
· Not sleeping, texting, or using the internet in class. 
· Not working on materials for other classes. 
· Not engaging in a hostile or disrespectful way during classroom discussions, regardless of differing opinions. 
· Not engaging in disruptive behavior.
Note: If you partake in disruptive or disrespectful behavior, I have the right to ask you to leave class for the remainder of the meeting. In addition, you will be sent a meeting request to discuss the issue at hand. If needed, an outside party will be asked to facilitate the meeting. If the behavior continues, I reserve the right to refer you to Dean of Students for punitive action.

Analytical Essay
*Due by Wednesday, January 28 by midnight
You will write a 750-word essay that analyzes a selection of primary documents, places them within their proper historical context, and connects them to ideas about personal and social responsibility. 

(Continued…) 
All bundles require you to meet expectations on the analytical essay. “Meets Expectations” on the Analytical Essay requires you to score at least 80 points on the first five criteria on the grading rubric.

Detailed criteria are available on Canvas – you can access additional information on the assignment in the “Modules” tab. 

Discussion Questions
 *Due on Canvas by 10:00am on class meeting days unrelated to American Yawp
This course has 26 total class meetings with assigned readings unrelated to your textbook readings from American Yawp. For this component of your bundle, you will select 20 separate class meetings to submit two (2) discussion questions. However, students must complete all the readings to successfully participate in class discussions. 

Your two questions should go beyond simple summarization and should fall into two separate categories of questions. The categories are as follows: 
· Drawing Connections – Questions that ask us to think across course content
· Applying Information – Questions that ask us to apply what we are learning to new or similar situations
· Rethinking Knowledge– Questions that ask us to rethink other ideas, values, or narratives that might commonly be held about U.S. history
· Understanding Experiences – Questions that ask us to consider what the readings might show us about individuals’ lived experiences

Content Application Mini-Projects
*Due Fridays by midnight, one week after covering the content
Depending on which bundle you pick, you will complete 5-6 “mini-projects” that will ask you to demonstrate how you have thought about class themes further. These writing assignments should be roughly 500-750 words. 

As you will see, these mini-projects take a “choose your own adventure” model, can be completed as you encounter information that you encounter information that you would like to explore more, and can be turned in on flexible basis. This is an opportunity to show me how you learn! 

There are a few requirements to consider: 
1) Assignments must be turned in within seven days of a week’s conclusion. For example, a mini-project over Week Three (Jan. 26 – Jan. 30) content is due by February 6. 
2) Two mini-projects must be a primary document analysis. The others are up to your own discretion.
3) There are two “checkpoints” to keep in mind. The exact due dates for mini-projects might differ based on the weeks that you choose, but be aware of: 
a. Cutoff 1: March 13
i. The first 2-3 mini-projects should be turned in by the end of Spring Break (March 13). 
b. Cutoff 2: May 6
i. The second batch of 2-3 mini-projects should be turned in by May 6, although I would strongly suggest trying to keep as much work off your plate as possible around the final period. 
4) Mini-projects should incorporate materials from lecture, readings, and primary documents. 
5) Course materials and readings should be cited accordingly, ideally using Chicago style citations. I am willing to also accept MLA or APA, provided the citations are correctly formatted. 

Detailed instructions, as well as a list of suggested mini-project formats are available on Canvas under the “Modules” tab. 

Synthetic Essays
*Due Dates: 1 Essay by March 13 & 1 Essay by May 6
Over the course of the semester, you will submit 1-2 synthetic essays (depending on your bundle) that ask you to put course content from two separate weeks in conversation. These essays should be 750-1,000 words. These essays will incorporate and cite materials from class lectures, discussions, and readings. To meet the expectations on this assignment, you must go beyond summarization and instead, reflect upon how placing two separate weeks of course content in conversation expand your understanding of “Belonging” or class themes as they relate to U.S. history. 

Detailed instructions are available on Canvas under the “Modules” tab. 

Zine (A and B Bundles) 
*Due in an in-class gallery during our final period: Wednesday, May 6, 10:00am-12:00pm
This final project will ask students to creatively apply their knowledge from class into an educational zine on a topic of their choosing, as long as said topic is related to the course’s subject matter in some way. The zine must: be eight full pages, include a designed cover, and include a short “op-ed” that engages further with a reading for one of the pages. Not artistic? Don’t worry! You will not be graded on the zine’s aesthetic appeal. The most successful zines will show clear effort and make a topic from the course understandable to a general reader. 

Detailed instructions are available on Canvas under the “Modules” tab. 





Course Policies & Expectations
Communication 
Email is the best way to communicate with me. However, be advised that I may need up to 48 hours to respond and I will not necessarily be available during the evening, nor on the weekends. Please take this into account before important deadlines. 

I will be available for in-person meetings during student drop-in hours on Mondays and Fridays from 10:00am – 11:00am. I will be in my office, Wooten 231B. Scheduled meetings will be prioritized. However, please feel free to always drop in during these times for anything you might need. If the above hours conflict with your availability, please email me and we can coordinate another time to meet. Meetings via Zoom can also be arranged. 

Laptops and Technology
Students are the most engaged when they are not tempted to be distracted by cell phones or browsing on the internet. Laptops are not allowed for general notetaking and students should instead use a spiral or paper-based system. 

However, we will engage in digital activities from time to time as a class that will enrich your learning. I encourage students to bring their laptops in case such activities arise. I will try to give students as much forewarning as possible. 

Recording 
Students may not create video or audio recordings of class sessions unless there are documented accommodations with the Office of Disability Access. Students do not have permission to repost, distribute, or otherwise reproduce class activities. Unauthorized distribution of class materials could result in disciplinary action. 

Late Work
Because of the flexibility provided to students to fit assignments into their schedule, late work will not be accepted.

Policy on Children in Class
Students should never have to choose between caring for their children and pursuing their education. In cases of unforeseen childcare disruptions, I know that parents oftentimes miss class to stay at home with a child. Students with children may bring little ones to class on a necessary basis. While this is not meant to be a long-term childcare solution, occasionally bringing a child to class to cover gaps in care is perfectly acceptable. Parents should sit near the exit doors with their little ones in case they need to step outside of the class momentarily to not disrupt learning for other students. 
Note: Please do not bring children with COVID-like symptoms to class. Email me and we can make other arrangements to update you on the course. 



Navigating Life Difficulties 
Students are facing multiple, ongoing pandemics, a national financial crisis, and the general stresses of life. Although students must be held to the standards and requirements of this course, I am dedicated to working with students when unforeseen or extenuating circumstances arise. However, students should communicate with me as early as possible to ensure that I can offer support. It will be easier for both you and I to address issues as they arise rather than after. 
What about COVID?
If you have COVID or COVID-like symptoms, please do not come to class. However, if you must miss class because of COVID please communicate with me early on and provide updates as they pertain to your course attendance. 

Other Relevant Policies
Statement Regarding Academic Integrity
I encourage you to become familiar with the University’s Student Academic Integrity Policy. The content of the Academic Integrity Policy applies to this course, and I refer all cases of cheating and plagiarism to the Office of Academic Integrity. 

The use of AI-powered language models such as ChatGPT to complete any assignment for this course is strictly prohibited. Violations of this policy will lead to a referral to the Office of Academic Integrity. 

The Other AI: Generative Artificial Intelligence
This course has a generative AI policy to acknowledge that technology, including AI, can play a supportive role in the learning and feedback process. While using generative AI to compose any writing for your assignments will be considered a violation of academic integrity in this course, I am open to students using AI as: 
· A form of tutoring support: Brainstorming, outlining, 
· A form of editing support: Spellchecking, grammar and syntax corrections, citation checking.
To put this another way, AI can help you focus your thoughts and tidy up your work, but the ideas and writing must be yours. Your prompts also should not ask the GenAI tool to significantly change the character of your writing. For example, you cannot input your writing and then ask a generative AI tool to rewrite it. Changes from GenAI should not be remarkable and, at most, should use prompts that do not surpass tasks in the spirit of asking a friend or tutor to search for typos or minor errors. 

If you choose to use generative AI as a learning aid, it is essential to disclose its use on your assignments to conform with academic integrity guidelines. If you use generative AI as a form of support in my course, make sure to: 
· Include a disclosure statement (Available in the resources tab) 
· Include the prompts that you use (Again, prompts should not request substantial actions)
· Include a copy of the original writing that you submitted into the GenAI tool. 

It is essential for students to be open and honest about their use of AI in assignments. If a student is suspected of using AI inappropriately without proper disclosure, I will conduct a fair and transparent investigation into the matter. If the suspicion is confirmed and the student failed to disclose the AI use, the appropriate course of action will be taken. This may
involve discussing the issue with the student, providing guidance on proper AI usage, and/or not receiving credit for the associated bundle component.  

While generative AIs are allowed as learning aids, remember that they are not flawless. Expect some imperfections due to biases or limitations in the AI model's understanding. AI is also known to generate outputs with significant discriminatory undertones. Always fact-check and verify the AI-generated content by cross-referencing it with reputable sources. You are ultimately responsible for whatever you turn in, even if AI might have made a modification that you oversaw. In addition, my AI guidelines might be different than in your other courses. Please do not assume that the acceptable use of AI in one course is acceptable in all your courses. 

If you do decide to use a generative AI tool, I would suggest Google’s NotebookLM because it is far less likely to create inaccurate or unsubstantiated outputs. Please see NotebookLM’s privacy policy.

In this same spirit, I, the instructor, promise to you, the students, that my use of generative AI in this course—if any—will follow these same limited guidelines. In addition, I, the instructor, reserve the right to change the course’s generative AI policy at any point during the semester if issues with student academic integrity continuously arise. 

Disability Statement
UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide a student with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding one’s specific course needs. Students may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the ODA website at disability.unt.edu. 

Emergency Notification & Procedures
UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). Please ensure that you receive Eagle Alerts via your chosen form of communication. In the event of a university closure, please refer to Canvas for contingency plans for covering course materials.

Acceptable Student Behavior
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at www.deanofstudents.unt.edu. 

Sexual Discrimination, Harassment, and Assault
UNT is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of discrimination and sexual harassment, including sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. If you (or someone you know) has experienced or experiences any of these acts of aggression, please know that you are not alone. The federal Title IX law makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses. UNT has staff members trained to support you in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and housing accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and more. 

UNT’s Dean of Students’ website offers a range of on-campus and off-campus resources to help support survivors, depending on their unique needs: http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources_0. You can access UNT Survivor Advocate services through e-mail at SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu or by calling the Dean of Students’ office at 940-565-2648. You are not alone. We are here to help.
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