“Men become builders by building”
-Aristotle
Welcome to
SPHS 4070
Topics in Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology
MW 11a – 12:20p
Wooten Hall 116

University of North Texas
Spring 2026
				               			              
Instructor:  Stacy Nunnelee
Office:  SPHC 264 
Email:  stacy.nunnelee@unt.edu       
Please email me directly to my email. (Not Canvas)
Office Hours:  Before class from 10:30a – 11am with appointment, or other times by    
appointment
Phone: 940.369.8226                                       
Teaching Assistant: Bethany Shaffer
 
***For any communication, please email me directly.  
I usually check my email 2-3x daily, but if you haven’t received a response from me 
within 48 hours, please email again!  It will be more efficient for your time if
you email me to set up an appointment and/or meet me before class. Please email me at stacy.nunnelee@unt.edu.  

Pre-Requisites:
The student must have passed ASLP 3010 and ASLP 4060; plus met the requirements to take classes after ASLP 3030.

About Your Instructor:
I have been a licensed, certified speech language pathologist for over 32 years.  Most of my clinical experience has been with adults; and my main focus/specialization is working with adults with neurogenic disorders, with adults who have been diagnosed with high functioning ASD, and with clients of all ages who have been diagnosed with stuttering.  I have strong experience performing aural rehab treatment services with clients who have a cochlear implant, and I have extensive experience working with all types of speech production deficits with all ages.  My overall goal for my clients is community integration/reintegration/reentry.  I emphasize a “life participation” approach with all of my clients and work hard to develop, plan, and implement functional treatment tasks where they can see and feel their own success.  

I did not know about speech pathology services until I was introduced to it in my undergraduate program (through a friend).  I was invited to observe in the clinic and literally and immediately fell in love.  I knew it was where I was meant to be!!  

I am a first-generation college student and understand the challenges that accompany navigating the university experience.  There are some classes in which students have to work harder than others, but I feel like most students can be successful in this class if they come to class, plan out their study times, evaluate and enhance their study habits, and reach out for assistance if they need it.  Please communicate with me directly if you need help for this class.

As an instructor, I believe all students can learn and grow!  I try to promote and engage all students regardless of background.  I encourage each of you to work hard, immerse yourself in the material, utilize campus resources as needed, and let me know if you need assistance.  This is a safe space for learning so feel free to ask questions!  I hope you have many “ah-ha” moments!

Textbook: There is no required text, but you will be held accountable for notes and reading materials published on Canvas within the class modules.
Students in this class will be expected to have mastered the skills and knowledge learned in ASLP 3010 and ASLP 4060.  These two classes are prerequisites to this class, and so students will be accountable to employ application of this previously learned knowledge.

Course Description:
This course is described as investigation, analysis, and discussion of significant and contemporary topics in the careers of audiology and speech-language pathology. 
(In other words, we are going to be discussing different topics that pertain to a variety of diagnoses and entry-level clinical skills.)

ASLP 4070 is an “integration course” offering the experience to increase and enrich your knowledge in the field of communication disorders.  This singular field encompasses two careers: audiology and speech language pathology.  
The information from this class will come from both careers. This course will cover some of the details that anyone in the field needs in order to either move on to graduate school or to become an assistant.  
(In other words, we are going to have assignments that require you to “do” things and demonstrate clinical skills.)

This course is designed to demonstrate application of knowledge throughout the class time, class activities, and evaluations.  One part of the class involves discussion and instructional assignments.  These assignments are designed to help you demonstrate and assess your own integration of the knowledge gained from the prerequisite theoretical and clinical classes to actual clinical cases.  There will be topic exploration through active participation in discussions and projects.  
(In other words, this is going to be an experiential learning class!
Some of the information you learned and discussed in 3010 and 4060 will come to life, and we will learn how to apply that learned theory to real clinic cases; as well as learn about new diagnoses and disorders that you may not have explored yet.)

Experiential learning is learning with a purpose, learning with intention to use the knowledge.  We will have specific assignments that will emphasize you being engaged in the learning process by having an “experience” and then reflecting on that experience.

Another part of the class is clinical observation of clients through videos and in the UNT Speech and Hearing Center. Each student will be assigned a clinic case to observe and/or assist with the clinical intervention of an actual client.  

Course Objectives:
At the conclusion of this course, the student should be able to:
1. Demonstrate an understanding of and integration of theory with foundational clinical skills necessary for the practice of audiology and speech-language pathology.
2. Demonstrate an entry-level understanding of a variety of speech, language, cognitive, and hearing diagnoses and disorders, as well as the ability to conduct clinical resource allocation, and analyze and identify the appropriate evidenced-based clinical methodologies and approaches required for service delivery to adults, adolescents, and children.
3. Demonstrate understanding of the scope of practice for both audiologists and speech-language pathologists, as well as assistants.
4. Identify and demonstrate entry-level clinical skills necessary to practice under the supervision of a licensed audiologist or speech language pathologist. 
5. Demonstrate improved clinical and critical thinking skills in all aspects of a clinical case.
6. Demonstrate improved technical and medical written communication for the purposes of audiology and speech language pathology documentation.
7. Demonstrate improved oral communication skills necessary for interacting within an audiology or speech language pathology clinical practice.

Course Requirements:
For successful completion of this course, students are encouraged to complete all assignments and exams as directed by the due date and time given in accordance with the format and grading structure provided by the instructor in this syllabus.

All students are encouraged to complete 25 hours of clinical observation while you are an undergraduate student here at UNT.  These are required by the state if you want to practice as an assistant, and they are required by ASHA to become licensed and certified.
You have obtained some hours previously in other classes – so it is imperative you know the number of hours you have already obtained and the number of hours you still need.

Completing your 25 total observation hours is not a requirement to pass the class, but not completing the hours may affect you after the class is over.  Observation hours must be submitted into Calipso to be approved.  

“Our reaction to a situation literally has the power to change the situation itself”        Kushanwizdom
Coursework Grading:
ASLP 4070 is a graded course with the following grading scale:
Clinic Capstone quiz: 100 points  
Major CAT: 100 points  
Clinical Application Tasks: 75 points (25 points each of the 3 CATs)
Video Case Presentations: 100 points (50 points each for the two videos)
Clinic Journal: 60 points total (20 points each for 3 entries) 
Group Workshop Assignments: 90 points (15 points each for 6 group workshop assignments)
       
Grading Scale:
A: 473 – 525 points
B:  421 – 472 points
C:  369 – 420 points
D:  317 – 368 points
F:   0 - 316 points

The grading is based on a total number of points, not percentages.  It is important to pay attention to the total number of points you earn for each assignment, not the percentage.  
*If the assignment is worth 5 points, and you get 4 points, that does not equate to 80%.

Grades can be discussed in person or through email up to 7 days after each assignment grade has been posted.  My TA will send an announcement each time an assignment has been graded and posted.  From the time of that announcement, you have 7 days to discuss your grade. If you need to discuss your grade, email the instructor directly.

Canvas Organization
The power points and assignments for this class will be posted on Canvas.  Canvas will be organized to make it easy for you to follow.  All power points will be posted under the “modules” section.  All assignments will be posted under the “assignments” section.  All announcements will also be sent through Canvas.

Classroom assignments: 
The instructor reserves the right to deduct points and/or to not accept late assignments with an unexcused absence.  

If a student has an excused absence: The student will need to contact the instructor and make an appointment to come to the clinic to complete the assignment.  The student is responsible for contacting the instructor within one week of the due date of the assignment.

*If you have technical difficulties and are unable to submit an assignment on Canvas, send me the assignment via email before the due date and time, and it will still count.  This is not an alternative means of submission, although it will allow you to have your work turned in on time if you are experiencing technical difficulties.  Late submissions with no email communication past the due date/time will not be accepted.  This will only count 1 time – after that you are required to seek IT support through the Canvas/CLEAR website.  

Clinic Capstone Quiz:
There will be one comprehensive test given towards the end of this course. This exam will assess knowledge of the scope of practice of audiology and speech-language pathology; and will assess knowledge of the integration of clinical skills learned in previous courses and reviewed/utilized in this current course. The exam will cover important vocabulary, clinical concepts and theory, and other facts covered in the lectures.  The exam will be worth 100 points. 

Major CAT:    This final project will be a compilation/summation of clinical skills learned and rehearsed throughout the course in a specified case study.  You will be given a case study and will be asked to watch a video, develop and complete a data collection sheet, write a SOAP note, and then finally develop a lesson plan for a hypothetical next session, all of which will be graded for professionalism and knowledge.  Detailed instructions will be provided when the assignment is handed out.  Lack of completion of this assignment will result in the reduction of a full letter grade for your final grade.

No make-ups for the exam or project will be allowed unless prior arrangements have been made with the instructor.  Alternate exam arrangements will be allowed only for sufficient reason and these must be requested prior to the time of the scheduled exam.  Exceptions to the fixed exam date and time will only be made for extreme emergencies and documentation will be required.   Students who miss the exam will earn a zero.  Please note the date and time of the exam.  

Clinic Journal:
Each student is required to keep an electronic journal documenting specifically outlined observations of the therapy sessions observed.  There will be 3 journal prompts which will be uploaded onto Canvas at the beginning of the semester prior to the observation sessions beginning.
 
Each student will write one journal entry for each prompt based on a specific type of clinical observation.  You have to document and journal about 3 separate sessions.  Each journal prompt will require answers to specified questions for the client or group observed.  

Journals are meant to be an observational diary which needs to include descriptions and discussions.  There should not be a list or a bullet point as an answer to a question.  It will be important to be thoughtful within your journal entries and to demonstrate a knowledge of the terminology, as well as the observed clinical skills you are seeing during the sessions.  Each question should be answered in at least 5 sentences with specific thought to the observation.

The clinic journal will be due towards the end of the semester as a whole and is required to be submitted online via Canvas.  At the time of submission, the journal entries will be graded for completeness, information accuracy, professionalism, professional terminology, written communication, and observational skills.  


Journal rubric:
    For each journal entry you should include the typed question and then the answer.  You must show the question.
    Each question needs to be answered in approximately 5 sentences with thoughtful discussion.
    No bullet points, lists, or one-word answers are accepted.
    Use Times New Roman font in black only.
    Answer/address every part of the question.  Do not leave parts out.
    Read the questions before you attend your observation so you can take notes accordingly.
    You may need to talk to the student clinician before or after the session about the journal questions, if they are available.  If they are not, feel free to ask me any questions about your observations.

Clinical Application Tasks (CATs):
3 Clinical Application Tasks (CATs) will be assigned.  The tasks will be practical assignments which are intended for the students to demonstrate understanding or application of a specified skill.  These assignments will be graded on written communication skills, professionalism, organization, thoughtful content, and skill knowledge.

The assignments are designed to develop and enhance clinical and critical thinking.  
The purpose of these projects is: 
1-to develop critical thinking skills and create curiosity of other clinical perspectives, 
2-to rehearse professional documentation-style writing and oral communication skills, 
3-to minimize the idea of random assignments and increase the functionality of in-class projects that can be carried over as clinical rehearsal.

Video Case Presentations:
The 3 case presentations required for this class will be in video format and will demonstrate specific entry-level clinical skills.  You will be given a task which will include reading and understanding a case study and a specified clinical skill.  You will prepare and organize a scripted response and present your completed assignment to me in video format.
These will be graded for oral communication skills, skill knowledge, professionalism, and organization.  Submission details will be given prior to the first case presentation assignment.

Group Workshop Assignments:
There will be 5 group assignments.  Groups are chosen by the students in class.  The workshop assignments are designed to rehearse clinical skills while in a collaborative environment.  You are encouraged to ask questions of the instructor during the workshops.  You are also encouraged to be an avid and active group member because it will help you understand the assignment, concepts, and outcomes.  Everyone in the group will receive the same grade as one assignment will be turned in.  You are encouraged to change groups if you are unhappy with your group.

Observation Hours:
You are encouraged to obtain the full 25 observation hours.  You will earn observation hours in the classroom through video observation, and you may have the opportunity to earn observation hours in the UNT Speech and Hearing Center.  You can also earn hours on your own but must have a specific form filled out for any off-site hours to count; and any off-site hours must occur while you are a registered student here at UNT for us to approve them.  If you choose to earn any amount of observation hours at an off-site venue, you are completely responsible for finding and obtaining those independently.  See me for the specific form, which must be obtained prior to the observation.

Tracking Observation Hours
CALIPSO is a web-based application used by speech-language pathology and audiology programs across the nation.  This computer program tracks both observation hours and clinical experience hours.  This program is designed for a student to be able to keep up with their own observation and clinical treatment hours to use as needed upon graduation.  This program is designed so that the hours earned can be easily approved by professors and/or supervisors during undergraduate and graduate coursework. 
As you complete observation hours for this course, you will log them through CALIPSO for your instructor to approve. You will be asked to submit the hours yourself by a date specified by your instructor.  *Your instructor will track and confirm the number of hours you earned, then you will receive this total at the end of the semester.  You will be responsible to upload the hours, and then your instructor will approve the hours before the end of the semester, which can be before or after the last day of class.

As an ASLP student at the University of North Texas, you will be asked to register for an account at CALIPSO via an email invite sent from the ASLP department. This is a one-time sign-up with a one-time fee. If you already have a CALIPSO account at UNT, you will not need to sign up again and can continue to use the same account to submit your observation hours each semester for each class that offers observation hours.  If you have paid this fee and signed up for an account with another/previous class, continue to use the same account, as the hours will accrue.

If you need to set up a new account, you will submit your name and your active current UNT email address to your instructor.  This information will be submitted and then you will receive an invitation to register a new account.  You cannot register until you receive this email because your account has to be associated with UNT.  For further information or questions, contact your instructor directly.

Technical Requirements & Skills
Minimum Technology Requirements
· Computer
· Reliable internet access 
· Speakers
· Microphone
· Plug-ins
· Microsoft Office Suite
· Canvas Technical Requirements (https://clear.unt.edu/supported-technologies/canvas/requirements)
Computer Skills & Digital Literacy
· Students in the course are required to understand and use Canvas.
Rules of Engagement
This is an interactive class and I love the students to be interactive and to have fun while learning.  While in this class, I do expect mature and respectful participation in the class.
See these Engagement Guidelines (https://clear.unt.edu/online-communication-tips) for more information.



Getting Help
Technical Assistance
Part of working in the online environment involves dealing with the inconveniences and frustration that can arise when technology breaks down or does not perform as expected. Here at UNT we have a Student Help Desk that you can contact for help with Canvas or other technology issues. 
UNT Help Desk: http://www.unt.edu/helpdesk/index.htm
Email: helpdesk@unt.edu     
Phone: 940-565-2324
In Person: Sage Hall, Room 130
Walk-In Availability: 8am-9pm
Telephone Availability:
· Sunday: noon-midnight
· Monday-Thursday: 8am-midnight
· Friday: 8am-8pm
· Saturday: 9am-5pm
Laptop Checkout: 8am-7pm

For additional support, visit Canvas Technical Help (https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10554-4212710328)
Student Support Services
UNT provides mental health resources to students to help ensure there are numerous outlets to turn to that wholeheartedly care for and are there for students in need, regardless of the nature of an issue or its severity. Listed below are several resources on campus that can support your academic success and mental well-being:
· Student Health and Wellness Center (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/student-health-and-wellness-center)
· Counseling and Testing Services (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services)
· UNT Care Team (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/care)
· UNT Psychiatric Services (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/student-health-and-wellness-center/services/psychiatry)
· Individual Counseling (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services/services/individual-counseling)
Other student support services offered by UNT include
· Registrar (https://registrar.unt.edu/registration)
· Financial Aid (https://financialaid.unt.edu/)
· Student Legal Services (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/student-legal-services)
· Career Center (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/career-center)
· Multicultural Center (https://edo.unt.edu/multicultural-center)
· Counseling and Testing Services (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services)
· UNT Food Pantry (https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources/food-pantry)
Academic Support Services
· Academic Resource Center (https://clear.unt.edu/canvas/student-resources)
· Academic Success Center (https://success.unt.edu/asc)
· UNT Libraries (https://library.unt.edu/)
· Writing Lab (http://writingcenter.unt.edu/)
· MathLab (https://math.unt.edu/mathlab)
Student Behavior in the Classroom:
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc.  The Code of Student Conduct can be found at www.unt.edu/csrr.
Academic Dishonesty:
See also http://www.unt.edu/policy/UNT_Policy/volume3/18_1_11.html
 
As in any class, academic dishonesty is not permitted in this class.  If at any point it is indicated that a student has participated in any dishonest acts, the appropriate action will be taken.
 1) Cheating. The term “cheating” includes, but is not limited to:
(a) use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, or examinations;
(b) dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments;
(c) the acquisition, without permission, of exams, notes or other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university;
(d) dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructor(s).
(e) any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage.
2) Plagiarism. The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to:

(a) the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgement and
(b) the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or by an agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials

3) Use of AI/ChatGPT:  It is considered dishonest/cheating/plagiarism to use AI to write any parts of your practice clinical documentation and it is considered dishonest to use AI to attempt to find answers to clinical questions.  AI is known to create false and fictional resources.  It is not considered best practice to use AI for clinical research and AI cannot provide evidence-based practice techniques, methodologies, or systems.  

Disability Accommodations:
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request reasonable accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student.  For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.

Ways to succeed in this course at UNT:
· Show Up 
· Find Support
· Take Control
· Be Prepared
· Get Involved
· Be Persistent
For further assistance, refer to www.succeed.unt.edu














This schedule is considered tentative and the instructor reserves the right to change or adapt the schedule or grading as necessary in order for the course to be successful.  Students will be given adequate notification in the event of changes.


	Date
	Lecture Topics
	Items Due

	Mon January 12
	Syllabus review 
Observation hours and Calipso
Clinic rules and guidelines
HIPAA training proof and tx schedules
Off-site observation rules and guidelines
	
Stand Up If…..

	Wed January 14
	Scope of Practice
Therapy continuum: treating a client from start to finish 
Getting started with a client!  How do I do that?
	

	Mon January 19 
	Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
No class!
	

	Wed January 21
	Overall Assessment Basics
Professional Communication
Workshop Day: Group Workshop Assignment 1
Speech and Language Sampling
	

	Mon January 26
	Principles of Written Documentation
Workshop day: Group Workshop Assignment 2
	

	Wed January 28
	Principles of Verbal Communication for clinicians:
Family Education and Counseling
Workshop Day: Group Workshop Assignment 3
Professional Communication

		




	Mon February 2
	Articulation and Phonological Disorders in Children
-Basics Review 
-Common Methodologies
Video case studies
	Clinic is open for observation!  Sign up today for 2 weeks at a time.

	Wed February 4
	Video Case Study Day
Journal Entry prep
 -How to take notes while observing, how to answer critical reflection questions
Workshop Day: Group Workshop Assignment 4

	

	Mon February 9
	Language Disorders in Children
-Basics Review
-Common Methodologies
Video case studies
	

	Wed February 11
	Lesson plans
Workshop Day: Group Workshop Assignment 5

	Have a happy Valentine’s Day weekend!

	Mon February 16
	Autism
-Basics Review
-Common Methodologies

	

	Wed February 18
	Videos
Giving task instructions (individual and group), introducing tasks in a session, and transitioning from task to task.
Workshop Day: Group Workshop Assignment 6

	

	Thursday Feb 19
Friday Feb 20
	TSHA Convention in Fort Worth!!!
	What a great event!!

	Mon February 23
	Reading Disorders in Children
-Basics Review
-Common Methodologies
-Video case studies 
	

	Wed February 25
	Review rules of observation
Review journal entry writing
Clinical Application Task – CAT 1

	

	Mon March 2
	Motor Speech Disorders in children and adults
-Basics Review
-Common Methodologies
-Video case studies
	

	Wed March 4 

	Lesson planning
Behavior management plans

	Nunnelee’s favorite 
holiday!

	Mon March 9
Wed March 11
	SPRING BREAK!!!
	Go have fun, but be safe
And be smart!

	Mon March 16
	Augmentative and Alternative Communication 
(AAC)
-Basics Review
-Common Methodologies
-Video case studies
	

	Wed March 18
	CAT 2 – SOAP notes
Therapy groups: planning, managing, etcetera
group task instructions
Assign Major CAT

	

	Mon March 23

	  Fluency
-Basics Review
-Common Methodologies
-Video case studies

	

	Wed March 25
	Case study tasks 
Video Case Presentation #1
Instructions for uploading videos
	

	Mon March 30
	Language Disorders in Adults
-Basics Review
-Common Methodologies
-Video case studies

	

	Wed April 1
	Video case studies
  CAT 3 - Family Education Information and Handout

	

	Mon April 6
	Aural rehabilitation
-Basics Review
-Common Methodologies
-Video case studies

	


	Wed April 8
	Case study tasks  


	

	Mon April 13
	Voice, Cleft lip and palate, lisp and tongue thrust
-Basics Review
-Common Methodologies
-Video case studies
Clinic capstone review
	

	Wed April 15
	Cognition
-Basics Review
-Common Methodologies
-Video case studies
-Video Case Study #2
	

	Mon April 20
	Case study videos and tasks
	Last day to observe is Tuesday April 21!



	Wed April 22
	Clinic Capstone Quiz
	Clinic journals due!
Major CAT due by Friday, but can be turned in earlier!!  

	Mon April 27
	Last day of class!
Observation hours approval, paperwork review
Next steps!
	

	Wed April 29 
	
	


	
