PERFORMANCE III:
Acting Period and Aesthetic Styles
3 Units
Spring 2015
Professor:  Sally Vahle

Office: RTFP 221

Office phone: 940-565-4121

Cell Phone: 214-597-2140

Email:  perfstyles3@gmail.com
T/TH  9:30am‑11:50am












Office Hours: 
Monday’s 1:30-2:30  and by appointment,  Jan. 20th-March 1st


T/TH: noon-1pm, March 2nd through the end of the semester

PRE-REQUISITES
Courses: Acting Fundamentals; Realism; Movement for the Theatre; Voice and Speech for the Theatre; Play Analysis.
Skills: Excellent script analysis skills, ability to perform in realistic scenes with believability and emotional investment, knowledge of Stanislavsky’s system of acting, Uta Hagen’s theories of acting and advanced physical and vocal freedom in performance.
COURSE DESCRIPTION
The over-reaching goal of this course is for the student actor to gain knowledge and practice of the acting skill-work required for non‑psychologically based acting styles. This will be primarily accomplished through:

· The study of the physical acting techniques required for performance in plays of historical periods and style driven genre. 
· The research of historical periods and their theatrical conventions, e.g. Mask, Greek Tragedy, the Restoration and Comedy of Manners. The research of the aesthetic styles of Post realism---(Chekhov through today).

Through mask work and other creative exercises/exploration the actor will investigate and develop the physical and vocal skills necessary to build a character in plays of size.  The period research will nourish and inform the scene-work.  If deemed conducive to the class' education, we may decide to open the scene-work to guests.

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

Group interaction, peer review, discussion, skill training, verbal critiques and performance simulation.  At times it may be necessary to ask the students to demonstrate or find a more appropriate physical movement or posture for a scene, to observe the instructor demonstrating a more appropriate physical movement or posture, and/or for the instructor to assist the student in developing that physical movement or posture.  In addition, students can expect an appropriate degree of physical contact in the context of scene work.  Any student with concerns about being touched must notify the instructor immediately following the first class meeting.
TEXTBOOKS

Recommended:

· Acting With Style by Harrop and Epstein: available used..

· You will have to acquire the plays for the scene(s) you are performing.

 

(Check the library or recycled books).

INTERNET RESEARCH SOURCES

There is an unbelievable amount of information available to you everywhere on the internet---be resourceful---use it! When you find a site of interest, take the time to follow that sites recommended links, and so on and so on….you will expand and enrich your research quickly and effectively.
CLASS GOAL
The content and structure of this course is rigorous and is designed to help the student actor develop the skills needed to enter the profession or a professional MFA training  program.  The primary concentration of this study is the physical and mental training of the actor.  It is beneficial to all those interested in active self‑expression but especially actors, directors, playwrights and those concerned with the ethnographic roots of theatre.  The work’s outcome strives to cultivate a more acute sense of one’s ability to create and a greater level of artistic self-confidence. 
POTENTIALLY OFFENSIVE MATERIAL
Please be advised that this class contains the development of text and actions that may be considered offensive by some.  You may encounter literary and directorial points of view that differ from your own.  If you choose to take this course you may be required to represent life as the author depicts it and the director interprets it.  In theatre we seek to explore all possible forms of human behavior and we may at times give "voice" to characters that hold different views than our own.
CLASS REQUIREMENTS
MATERIALS
1. E-mail/voice/text message: Checked daily.  

2. Rehearsal sets and props, as needed.

3. Appropriate wardrobe for the character.

4. Mask making materials and paint for Greek Scenes
5. High-heeled “dress shoes,” both men and women, fans or canes for men and women for Restoration scenes.
DRESS

Due to the physical and vocal demands of the course, students are expected to wear clothing and shoes that allow a great freedom of movement.  Please remove all piercings and studs for class exercises.  No flip flops in class. Remember to wear appropriate support garments to all classes, and, of course, employ appropriate personal hygiene in consideration of others.

CLASS PROTOCOL
· It is expected that you give your undivided attention and support to your classmates during their presentations.  You will learn a great deal from watching others work. It’s worth noting that, if you intend to enter the professional arena you will spend LOTS of time watching other actors work. Now is the perfect time to learn how to make time spent observing others productive for you. Please do not enter or leave the room while others are working. Treat others the way you expect to be treated while you are working.
· Absolutely no cell phone usage (particularly TEXT MESSAGING), memorizing lines, outside work allowed during the class.
GRADING: Point Deduction System
Each student in this class begins with ZERO POINTS---this is a perfect score. Students are graded on their work in 7 primary areas in this class. (see below)
Students “earn points” by not completing work, meeting class expectations, etc…Each point earned has the potential to lower the “A” that every student begins the semester with. (see point deduction explaination/scale below)

The final grade in this course is determined by the number of POINT DEDUCTIONS the student may have acquired during the semester.  Students may inquire at any point in the semester as to the number of points they have accrued.
GRADING

You will be graded based on your work in 6 areas:  
· In-class Exercises  

· Research Presentations 
· Written Assignments

· Attendance and Punctuality

· Adherence to Class Policies

Work Ethic: Your work ethic degree to which you are applying yourself as an artist to this challenging material matters! THIS will be the main factor in the grade for this course. What does “work ethic” encompass?






Primarily, 5 components:

· Integrity

· Sense of Responsibility

· Emphasis on Quality and Professional ism

· Discipline

· Sense of Teamwork
ASSESSMENT OF CREATIVE WORK
Your creative work (performance projects) will be assessed through verbal feedback and written assessment from the professor. Each students creative work assessments will be detailed and specific with special focus on feedback regarding your skills as an actor and how they are facilitating or detracting from your creative expression. 

I am happy to make myself available and students are encouraged to make an appointment with me if they wish to discuss their work in greater detail than class time allows. 
Work in the class, as it affects grading, is as follows:

CLASS EXERCISES

Methodologies studied will be accompanied by various exercises to be done in class.  All assignments related to these exercises must be completed in order to pass the course. 
· A lack of preparation for a class exercise will result in a ONE HALF-POINT deduction.

PERFORMANCE PROJECTS

The class will complete the performances of three scenes over the course of the semester (Greek, Restoration and Post Realism). All scenes must be completed in order to pass the course. A scene that is clearly not ready to be performed because actors have not learned lines and blocking will be stopped, and you and your partner will forfeit that pass.  
· The forfeiture of a pass will result in ONE FULL POINT deduction.
About Rehearsal Etiquette: 

You and your scene partner(s) are expected to have, at the minimum, TWO rehearsals on your own before your first pass and two more before your second pass. Presenting a scene to us that you have not rehearsed enough is disrespectful and a waste of the class’s time, and will simply not be allowed.  YOU will be expected to organize your own rehearsals outside of class and find your own rehearsal space.  You may reserve rehearsal space in the Theater office.  Make sure that times and places are clearly decided upon.  Once a plan is made, you must be there, as other actors are affected by your presence.  If any actor encounters problematic absence or lateness with a partner, please contact the instructor immediately. I absolutely understand that a lack of preparation may be the fault of one actor and not the other, so MAKE ME AWARE IMMEDIATELY if there is a problem in this area.  If you wait until the actual day of your performance, ALL actors in the scene will be given the deduction. Take responsibility for your own performance by making the professor aware of any difficulties you are experiencing.  Rehearsal set pieces, costumes, and props, as needed, are YOUR responsibility.  

QUIZZES

Students may be quizzed for content of assigned readings.  
· A student who does not receive a B or better on a quiz will receive a ONE HALF POINT deduction. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS

Students will be given written assignments documenting their work in the class.  Thorough, thoughtful observation of your work is critical, possibly at a deeper level than you have ever experienced before (that is the point of the work!).  Each written assignment must be completed to a satisfactory level, as determined by your instructor.  You may be requested to make revisions or expand your ideas more thoroughly and re-submit the work at the next class meeting.  Spelling and grammar DO factor in on these papers.  
· If a student does not turn in a written assignment at the due date, he or she will receive ONE HALF POINT deduction and an additional ONE HALF POINT deduction, for every class period that passes until the assignment is completed.  It is possible to fail this class if you do not turn in your written work. 
Being mindful of due dates of written work and turning the written work in on the day it is due is YOUR responsibility.
ATTENDANCE

· An absence from class will result in ONE FULL POINT deduction.
Missing the class is, in effect, missing out on the course itself.  The work simply cannot be made up independently. 
PUNCTUALITY

· A student who arrives after class has begun will receive ONE HALF POINT deduction.  A student who leaves class before dismissal (regardless of the reason) will receive ONE HALF POINT deduction.  
If a student enters the class more than 30 minutes late can still attend, but they will be counted absent, unless permission to arrive at this time has been granted by the instructor in advance.  
Tardiness is a DREADFUL habit for actors to acquire.  It makes us less marketable, will quickly attach itself to your reputation, and result in your not being cast.  If you have a tendency to be late, let’s work on losing that tendency this semester. 
ADHERENCE TO CLASS PROCEDURES

The class will require that you, from time to time, bring certain materials with you that are necessary for a scene or exercise, such as particular props or costume pieces.  
· Coming to class without the necessary materials to do the work will result in a ONE HALF POINT deduction.  

POINT DEDUCTION OVERVIEW:
Following Class Procedures:
materials/prep

-1/2 point
Scene Work:


Unprepared


-1 point

Attendance:



Missed Class


-1 point

Punctuality:



Late



-1/2 point






30 min. or more

-1 point
Class Exercises:


Lack of Preparation:

-.1/2 point

Written Work:


Per day late


-1/2 point 

Quizzes:



C or below


-1/2 point


At the conclusion of the course, your points will be totaled and your grade will be as follows:

A
Students with 4 or fewer points

B
Students with 4.5 – 6 points

C
Students with 6.5 - 8 points

D
Students with 8.5 – 10 points

F
Students with 10.5 points or more

Note:  I am very aware that things come up in life.  The grading system is set up to allow for the occasional issues that may come up (illnesses, emergencies, unavoidable commitments).  
DO NOT ask for further leeway on this.  The leeway for unexpected occurrences is built into the grading system.  There are no “excused absences” available (unless you are involved in a university/ departmental related activity).  There is no “extra credit” available. 
IN CLASS SCENE WORK

 “FIRST PASS”  REQUIREMENTS:

1. Script analysis ready for oral defense.  Receive suggestions for future research.

2. Verbally demonstrate your play/scene analysis in class.

3. Give an informed and impassioned reading.  This will require rehearsal with your partner.  You are expected to show:




a. beginning character analysis,




b. beginning physical and vocal characterization,




c. knowledge of all words and meaning of phrases,




d. use of the language,




e. ability to mean what you say,




f. awareness of builds, topping and cutbacks and




g. emotional commitment to the actions and objectives.

“SECOND PASS” REQUIREMENTS :
1. Demonstration of a fully memorized script.   


2. Demonstration of 70% performance commitment to the character, “given     circumstances” and style of the play.

 “FINAL PASS” REQUIREMENTS:
1. Demonstration of a fully memorized script.


2. Demonstration of performance level physical and vocal characterization.

3. Demonstration of performance level emotional commitment to the situation

4. Demonstration of performance level playing of actions and bold choices.

MEMORIZATION:

Each of you knows that memorization is the first major step to characterization.  It requires extensive script analysis to develop sufficient understanding so that you can hold the words in your mind.  For some, classical plays are much more difficult to memorize than contemporary material. I encourage each of you to attempt to get off book as soon after receiving your scene as possible.  

If your trigger response (cue) is visual (off the book) rather than aural, there will be an added step to memorization, as your mind must transfer from visual to aural stimulus.  

COMMUNICATION
Ongoing information regarding class will be primarily distributed via email. CHECK YOUR EMAIL EVERY DAY! I will use this address to communicate announcements and support material to this class: perfstyles3@gmail.com
Please use this address exclusively for any class related communication. You are also always welcome to call or text me on my cell: 214-597-2140. Calling or texting me is the best method for communication when your need information/response quickly.
Please remember that if your email address changes during the semester it is your responsibility to let me know. It is your responsibility to be informed. 

Because I continue to work as a professional actress and am expected to do so by UNT and the Department of Dance and Theater, I will occasionally have to cancel class for projects I am cast in—sometimes on short notice. Always check your email the night before or the morning of class. While I am teaching I turn down more work that I accept---teaching is my first priority. However, conflicts are sometimes unavoidable especially do to re-shoots and clients I have ongoing contracts with clients.
OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION
CLASS CALENDAR
Students will receive a class calendar outlining the semester work plan. It will definitely evolve and be updated throughout the semester. Students will always receive plenty of notice of changes and an updated calendar reflecting all adjustments. The calendar outlines coursework with specificity and detail. It is your guidepost for the entire semester. Refer to it often—doing so will ensure you will be in compliance with due dates and other course expectations. 
FINAL EXAM
Because of the time that our class meets, we technically, have two options for meeting for our final exam: We will meet for our exam on: 

Tuesday, May 12th from 10:30-12:30
Your final exam will be an open showing of your post-realism scene presentation. 
FITNESS

This course is designed to accommodate all levels of physical ability and fitness.  As with any physical training, there will be some soreness and muscular fatigue as a result of a new use of the body.  This is normal and healthy.  However, you are responsible for your own health.  If you are in doubt as to whether you can perform some aspect of the exercises, please refrain from doing so until you can consult a physician.  If you need to refrain from doing significant portions of the coursework due to this condition, you must get written verification from a physician and be prepared to do alternative assignments.
INCOMPLETES
Only under extraordinary circumstances will an incomplete be given.  

WITHDRAWAL
Should you choose to drop this course, you must initiate the drop and acquire all the proper signatures and paperwork.  If that process is not completed you will be subject to a WF or F at the close of the semester.

DEPARTMENTAL POLICY
Open flame of any sort (smoking, candles, lighting matches or lighters) in scenes, monologues, improvisations or productions is not allowed. Any action of this sort must be pantomimed or cut.
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT NOTICE
The University of North Texas is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation: reference Public Law 92-112—The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of new federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.

ACCOMODATION

Please let the instructor know if you need accommodation for religious holidays or other special circumstances. 

STUDENT EVALUATION OF TEACHING EFFECTIVENESS
The Student Evaluation of Teaching Effectiveness (SETE) is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. This short survey will be made available to you at the end of the semester, providing you a chance to comment on how this class is taught.  Your feedback is greatly appreciated and critical to making the class the best it can be.  Fall administration of the SETE, will remain open through the week of finals. 

ACCEPTABLE STUDENT BEHAVIOR

Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students’ opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT.  Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom, and the instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student’s conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  The university’s expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc.  The Code of Student Conduct can be found at www.unt.edu/csrr.

