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Italian Diction, MUAG 1909 - Fall 2014  

SYLLABUS 
T/Th 10:00-10:50 a.m., Room 2006 

 
Dr. Stephen Morscheck 

Office # 342,  Office Hours – T-Th. 8:30 – 10:00 a.m. 
Phone (940) 565-3759, stephen.morscheck@unt.edu 

 
 

Course Objectives 
This course will cover the correct pronunciation, enunciation, and utilization of the International 
Phonetic Alphabet in phonetic transcription of the Italian language, for the purpose of equipping 
the student to present an idiomatic and expressive vocal performance of any repertoire in that 
language. 
 
 

Texts 
Italian Lyric Diction Workbook, 3rd Edition by Cheri Montgomery.  Required 
Students who do not purchase this text by the date of the first quiz will not be allowed to take 
the quiz and will receive a grade of zero for that quiz.  
 
Bantam New College Italian/English Dictionary.  Required  
(Paperback ed., affordable and portable)  Bring this to class every day. 

 
 
 

Grading     
3 Quizzes = 30% of the final grade. 
2 Sung Presentations = 45%  

Song #1 (15%) - taken from the Instructor approved list of songs found in the text, or in 
consultation with the instructor - not memorized. 
Song #2 (30%)– determined in consultation with the student’s applied teacher, a song or 
aria with a minimum of twenty different words, not including monosyllables, memorized. 

1 Written Final Exam = 25% 
 
 
 

Attendance 
Two absences are allowed for the semester with “no questions asked” and will be excused.  Every 
absence thereafter will be unexcused unless valid written documentation is provided at the next 
class period.  Every unexcused absence will lower the final semester grade by 5%.  Remember 
there are no pluses or minuses in the grading system of UNT. 
 
If the student misses a class, quiz, or one of the two in-class performances, it is the responsibility of 
the student to contact the instructor immediately for catching up on the material or rescheduling 
the quiz etc. 

 
 

Other 
Cell phones must be stowed away during class. 
Only bottled water will be allowed in class. 
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Schedule 

 
  August  26  Syllabus, Introduction, Unit 1, pp. 1-8. 
    28  Unit 2, pp. 10-20 
   
 

September 2  Unit 2 continued 
    4  Unit 3, pp. 22-32 
    9  Unit 3 continued 
    11  Review 

  16  Quiz #1 and begin Unit 4, pp. 33-46 
  18  Review Quiz #1 & Unit 4, continued 
  23  Unit 4 continued/ Unit 5, pp. 47-58 
  25  Unit 5 continued 
  30  Unit 5 & Review  

   
 

October 2  Quiz #2 and begin Unit 6, pp. 59-68 
    7  Review quiz, Unit 6 continued 
    9  Complete Unit 6 & begin Unit 7 pp. 69-80 
    14  Unit 7 continued  
    16  Review 
    21  Quiz #3 and begin Unit 8-10 pp. 81-108 
    23  Review Quiz #3 and continue Units 8-10 
    28  Units 8-10 continued 
    30  Units 8-10 continued 
   
 

November 4  Sung Presentation #1 in class coaching 
  6   Sung Presentation #1 in class coaching 

11  Sung Presentation #1 in class coaching 
    13  **Sung Presentation #1 performance** 
    18  Sung Presentation #2 in class coaching 
    20  Sung Presentation #2 in class coaching 
    25  Sung Presentation #2 in class coaching 
   
 

December  2  ***Sung Presentation #2 Performance*** (Jury Week) 
    & SETE Evaluation of Class  
  4  REVIEW 

     
    11  8:00 – 10:00 a.m., Final Written Exam  
 
 **Not memorized 
 
 ***Memorized 
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From Dr. Warren Henry, Senior Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, School of Music:  
 
Office of Disability Accommodation 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities.  Students seeking 
accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a 
disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private 
discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices 
of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that 
students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to 
implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http:// 
www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323. (Note: If you have a disability, it is in your 
interest to inform both me and the ODA as soon as poss ib l e , so that we can try to work out an accommodation. If 
you wait to tell me or the ODA, it will be harder, if not impossible, to make any accommodation.)  
 
Financial Aid Satisfactory Academic Progress (Undergraduates) 
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial aid. Students must maintain 
a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a required number of credit hours based on total 
registered hours per term. Students cannot exceed attempted credit hours above 150% of their required degree plan. If a 
student does not maintain the required standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility.  If at any point you 
consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do so may have the potential to affect 
your current and future financial aid eligibility. Please visit http://financialaid.unt.edu/satisfactory-academic-
progress-requirements for more information about financial aid Satisfactory Academic Progress. It may be wise for you 
to schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to 
discuss dropping a course being doing so. 
 
Financial Aid Satisfactory Academic Progress (Graduates) 
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial aid. Students must maintain 
a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a required number of credit hours based on total 
registered hours per term. Students cannot exceed maximum timeframes established based on the published length of the 
graduate program. If a student does not maintain the required standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility. 
If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do so may have the 
potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. Please visit http://financialaid.unt.edu/satisfactory-
academic-progress-requirements for more information about financial aid Satisfactory Academic Progress. It may be 
wise for you to schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college or visit the Student Financial Aid and 
Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course being doing so.  
 
Academic Integrity  
Academic Integrity is defined in the UNT Policy on Student Standards for Academic Integrity. Any suspected case of 
Academic Dishonesty will be handled in accordance with the University Policy and procedures. Possible academic penalties 
range from a verbal or written admonition to a grade of “F” in the course. Further sanctions may apply to incidents 
involving major violations. You will find the policy and procedures at: http://vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm.  
 
Student Behavior in the Classroom  
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students’ opportunity to learn is 
unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable 
behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights 
and Responsibilities to consider whether the student’s conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university’s 
expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, 
discussion groups, field trips, etc.  The Code of Student Conduct can be found at www.unt.edu/csrr.  
 
Student Evaluation of Teaching Effectiveness (SETE):  
The purpose of the SETE is to produce valid scores for measuring teaching effectiveness on a scale that crosses all course 
sections at the University of North Texas. The intent is that the scores can be applied to a continuous improvement model 
that shows individual instructor growth over time. Descriptions of the effectiveness factors that are measured are provided 
to give meaning to the scale scores and to provide information for making instructional decisions. Please visit the SETE 
website, https://sete.unt.edu/, in order to complete your evaluations of your instructor.  
 



 4 
 
Semester Drop Dates:  
Students who wish to drop a course before the census date (12th class day during long semesters) may do so without 
instructor permission; they may do so online by visiting my.unt.edu or in person at the Registrar’s Office (in the Eagle 
Student Services Building). After the 12th class day, students must first receive written permission from the instructor, 
prior to dropping a course.  For further information, please visit http://registrar.unt.edu/registration/dropping-class.  
Here is a link to the 2014-2015 academic calendar: http://www.unt.edu/catalogs/2014-15/calendar.htm.  
 
Retention and Privacy of Student Records:  
Student records are private. While students have a right to review their own records (e.g., exams, papers, etc.), instructors 
should not discuss a student’s grades with other individuals without verifying that the student has waived his or her 
educational privacy rights under FERPA.  The instructor of record should maintain all course records for at least one 
calendar year; the grade book should be maintained in the department for a period of five years. The disposal of student 
educational records should be done in a secure way, after the appropriate time period has passed. Department 
administrative staff can provide information about secure, bulk shredding of documents. 


