
MUET 6000: Proseminar in Ethnomusicology 
 

Syllabus 
 
“Life without music would be an error. . .  “ 
   

––––––––Friedrich Nietzsche 
 
 
Dr. Friedson 
Email: steven.friedson@unt.edu   
Phone: 369-7541 
Office Hours: T, R 1:50-3:00 or by appointment 
Music: Rm. 313 
 
Proseminar in Ethnomusicology is designed as a disciplinary archaeology, excavating the story 
we tell ourselves about ourselves as practicing ethnomusicologists. Along the way we will be 
questioning where we came from and what this tells us about where we are going as a discipline. 
What does it means to be an ethnomusicologist at the beginning of the twenty-first century, to 
devote oneself to the study of musical experience? Are there still overarching themes that bind us 
together, or are we so hopelessly fragmented in the “interdiscipline” of our practice that it is hard 
to discern any boundaries?  
 
We will begin by building a genealogy of ethnomusicology, from its ancestral roots in the 
eighteenth century, to the beginnings of comparative musicology at the end of the nineteenth 
century, to the emergence of ethnomusicology as a named discipline in the 1950s. At the same 
time, we will engage current ethnomusicological praxis through critical readings of the latest 
publications from a wide variety of sources. 
 
Class Structure: 
Each week a member of the seminar will present a 1-2 page protocol that summarizes the 
previous week’s discussion and poses a series of questions that carries issues and concerns 
forward. Bring copies of the protocol to class for seminar participants. 
 
Grade Assessment: 
Your grade is based on a seminar paper (50%), book review (20%), and class participation 
(30%):  
 

Class participation  
Several measures of engagement with the class include attendance (you can’t participate 
if you are not here), effectiveness of protocol presentations, and general level of 
contribution to discussions.  

 
Book Review: Choose an ethnomusicology monograph from 2000-present that was a 
Merriam prize winner or honorable mention  and write a book review designed to be 
published in the journal Ethnomusicology. If you have a different book in mind, make 
your case and I will consider it. It must be something you have not previously read. 



  
. 

 
Paper: (15-20 pages) 
The seminar paper must address a theoretical set of issues in ethnomusicological praxis. 
It may concentrate on one specific praxis or take a comparative approach to several 
theoretical approaches. The paper should be not only an historical account but must 
critically engage ethnomusicological issues.  
 
An abstract of your paper (roughly two pages) with a one-page bibliography is due the 
eighth week of class. Paper topics must be approved prior to the writing of the abstract. 

 
Requirements: 

• General graduate level understanding of the discipline  
• Ability to conduct independent research 
• Writing skills commensurate with a doctoral seminar 

Readings: 
Required readings are listed in the Schedule of Classes (see below). As the seminar progresses, 
other readings may be assigned. 
 
On Course Reserve: MUET 6000 
On Course Reserve at the Music Library are recommended background readings for this course.  
 
Blacking, John. 1973. How Musical is Man? Seattle: University of Washington Press. 
 
Merriam, Alan. 1964. The Anthropology of Music. Evanston, Il: Northwestern University Press, 
 
Nettl, Bruno. 2016. Following the Elephant: Ethnomusicologists Contemplate their Discipline: A 
Collection of Articles from Ethnomusicology. Champaign, IL: University of Illinois Press. 
(electronic book accessible from the library website).s  
 
–––. 2015. The Study of Ethnomusicology: Thirty-Three Discussions. Urbana: University of 
Illinois Press. 
 
Nettl, Bruno and Philip V. Bohlman. 1991. Comparative Musicology and Anthropology of 
Music: Essays on the History of Ethnomusicology. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
 
Shelemay, Kay Kaufman. Ethnomusicology: History, Definitions, and Scope: A Core Collection 
of Scholarly Articles. New York: Garland Pub., Inc., 1992. 
 
Stone, Ruth. 2008. Theory for Ethnomusicology. Upper Saddle River: New Jersey. 
 

 
 

 
SCHEDULE of CLASSES  

 



(The following is a tentative schedule of class content and readings, subject to change) 

Class Meeting TOPIC Reading assignments are 
listed on Canvas 

Class Meeting 1 
8-28 

Overview of seminar/Introduction to 
the course. Discussion of readings. Reading Assignment 1 

Class Meeting 2 
9-04 Beginnings: Comparative Musicology  Reading Assignment 2 

Class Meeting 3 
9-11 The Anthropological Turn: Part 1 Reading Assignment 3 

Class Meeting 4 
9-18 The Anthropological Turn: Part 2 Reading Assignment 4 

Class Meeting 5 
9-25 Functionalism: Why Music? Reading Assignment 5 

Class Meeting 6 
10-02 

 
   Structuralism 
 

Reading Assignment 6 

Class Meeting 7 
10-09 

Hermeneutics and the Interpretation 
of Musical Experience  Reading Assignment 7 

Class Meeting 8 
10-16 Music, Power, and Politics Reading Assignment 8 

Class Meeting 9 
10-23 

Applied/Public Sector 
Ethnomusicology Reading Assignment 9 

Class Meeting 11 
10-30 Feminist Ethnomusicology/Gender Reading Assignment 10 

11-06 SEM Annual Meeting  



Class Meeting 12 
11-13 World Music Analysis Reading Assignment 11 

 

Class Meeting 13 
11-20 Sound Studies Reading Assignment 12 

Class Meeting 14 
11-27 

Phenomenological approaches to 
Ethnomusicology  
Ontomusicology 

Reading Assignment 13 

Class Meeting 15 
12/4 General Summary Discussion  

12/11 Final paper due  

 
 
Office of Disability AccommodationThe University of North Texas makes reasonable academic 
accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with 
the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the 
ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private 
discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, 
however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid 
any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every 
semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional 
information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may 
also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323. 

 
Academic Integrity 
Academic Integrity is defined in the UNT Policy on Student Standards for Academic Integrity.  Any 
suspected case of Academic Dishonesty will be handled in accordance with the University Policy and 
procedures.  Possible academic penalties range from a verbal or written admonition to a grade of “F” in 
the course.  Further sanctions may apply to incidents involving major violations.  You will find the policy 
and procedures at:  http://vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm. 
 
Student Behavior in the Classroom 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students’ 
opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at 
UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the 
instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether 
the student’s conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  The university’s expectations for student 
conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion 
groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at:  www.unt.edu/csrr. 
 
Fall Semester Add/Drop Period 



Information about add/drop dates for the Fall Semester: 
http://www.unt.edu/registrar/schedule/fall/withdraw.html     
 
General Academic Schedule: 
http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/schedule/fall/calendar.html  
 
Final Exam Schedule 
The final exam schedule is linked below. 
http://registrar.unt.edu/exams/final-exam-schedule/fall 
 
 
 


