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	ITEM
	INSTRUCTOR & CONTACT
	ITEM
	CLASS LOGISTICS

	Instructor
	Simon Kaplan, Teaching Fellow
	Course
	MUCP 3320, Section 001

	Email
	Simon.Kaplan@unt.edu
	Meetings
	Mon. / Wed. / Fri. | 1:25 PM–2:15 PM

	Office hours
	Online by appointment
	Location
	MU 250, Main Building


Course Purpose
Course description. MUCP 3320 develops practical knowledge of orchestral and related instruments in score order: woodwinds, brass, percussion, keyboards, plucked strings, and bowed strings. For each family, students study instrument names in English, Italian, German, and French; transpositions; ranges and registers; capabilities and limitations; notation; idiomatic writing; balance; and extended techniques. Required readings from Adler and Gould prepare students for the six comprehensive in-class family examinations, the cumulative written final examination, and the individual cumulative oral examination.
NO TAKE-HOME ASSIGNMENTS. There are no graded assignments or projects to complete outside class. Students are nevertheless responsible for completing the assigned readings and reviewing course material regularly so that they are prepared for the six family examinations, the cumulative written final examination, and the individual cumulative oral examination.
Learning Outcomes
By the end of the course, a successful student will be able to:
Classify standard orchestral instruments by family, subfamily, construction, and method of sound production.
Identify every instrument studied by its English, Italian, German, and French names.
State and use transpositions, practical ranges and registers, clefs, tunings, and standard score order.
Convert accurately between written and sounding pitch for common transposing instruments.
Explain what each instrument can and cannot do, including technical, physical, and registral constraints.
Recognize and notate standard articulations, idiomatic techniques, and selected extended techniques.
Evaluate instrumental balance, projection, blend, doubling, and relative strength in orchestral textures.
Demonstrate comprehensive instrumental knowledge accurately in written and oral examinations.
Required Materials and Readings
Required texts
Adler, Samuel. The Study of Orchestration. W. W. Norton & Company. Any edition.
Gould, Elaine. Behind Bars: The Definitive Guide to Music Notation. Faber Music, 2011.
Both books are required. Any edition of Adler may be used; the 4th edition is recommended, and chapter numbering varies by edition. Assigned readings are listed by topic in the course schedule and support the material taught and examined in class.
TEXT ACCESS GRACE PERIOD. The initial woodwind readings are due before class on Monday, August 31, 2026, giving students two weeks from the first course meeting to obtain lawful access to the required books. Beginning with the brass module, readings are due before the first class meeting of each instrumental family.
Access and copyright
Students are responsible for obtaining lawful access to the required texts. Complete scans or PDFs of copyrighted books will not be uploaded to Canvas unless UNT holds an applicable license or permission. Canvas may provide library links, legally licensed resources, and limited excerpts when permitted. Students may not redistribute course readings, scans, scores, or recordings.
Other materials
Pencils, erasers, and staff paper for all in-class work and examinations.
Reliable access to Canvas and EagleConnect for announcements, reading assignments, and examination information.
Course Organization
Each module moves from family and subfamily principles to individual instruments, notation, idiomatic practice, and synthesis. Every major family concludes with one comprehensive in-class examination.
	MODULE
	CONTENT
	CLASSES
	EXAMINATION

	Woodwinds
	Flutes; clarinets; saxophones; double reeds; synthesis
	10
	Fri. Sep. 11

	Brass
	Cylindrical brass; conical brass; synthesis
	6
	Fri. Sep. 25

	Percussion
	Idiophones; membranophones; aerophones; chordophones; synthesis
	10
	Mon. Oct. 19

	Keyboards
	Piano, celesta, harpsichord, organ, accordion; synthesis
	4
	Wed. Oct. 28

	Plucked strings
	Harp; classical guitar; synthesis
	4
	Fri. Nov. 6

	Bowed strings
	Violin, viola, cello, double bass; synthesis
	4
	Mon. Nov. 16



Assessment and Grading
	COMPONENT
	DESCRIPTION
	WEIGHT

	Woodwind family examination
	Comprehensive in-class written examination
	10 %

	Brass family examination
	Comprehensive in-class written examination
	10 %

	Percussion family examination
	Comprehensive in-class written examination
	10 %

	Keyboard family examination
	Comprehensive in-class written examination
	10 %

	Plucked-string family examination
	Comprehensive in-class written examination
	10 %

	Bowed-string family examination
	Comprehensive in-class written examination
	10 %

	Attendance
	Regular, punctual attendance at the 40 whole-class meetings
	20 %

	Cumulative written final
	All six instrumental families
	10 %

	Individual cumulative oral examination
	Verbal examination covering all six instrumental families
	10 %

	TOTAL
	
	100 %



UNT letter-grade scale: A = 90–100 | B = 80–89 | C = 70–79 | D = 60–69 | F = below 60. UNT does not use plus/minus course grades.
Examination Format
Family examinations – 60 %
The six family examinations are exhaustive assessments of the material taught in each module. They are not short-answer quizzes and contain no multiple-choice questions. Students must produce their own written answers and may be asked to identify, explain, notate, transpose, compare, or diagnose instrumental information. Each examination occupies the full class period and covers instrument names in English, Italian, German, and French; transpositions; ranges and registers; instrumental capabilities and limitations; notation; idiomatic writing; balance; and extended techniques.
Cumulative written final – 10 %
The written final is cumulative and covers all six families. It is the Registrar-designated final examination for this course and will be administered on Wednesday, December 9, 2026, from 10:30 AM to 12:30 PM in MU 250, unless the instructor announces an approved room change.
Individual cumulative oral examination – 10 %
Each student completes one individual, face-to-face oral examination of approximately 12–15 minutes. Questions cover all six families and require direct verbal answers. Appointments will occur in MU 250 during the regular course period on November 20, November 30, or December 2. Each student's exact appointment time will be posted in Canvas no later than Friday, November 6, 2026. Students attend only their assigned appointment; no regular whole-class meeting is held on those dates.
Technology-free examination rule
All family examinations, the individual oral examination, and the written final are closed-book and technology-free. Before an examination begins, students must turn off and place phones, computers, tablets, smartwatches, earbuds, and other electronic devices in the location designated by the instructor. Only pencils, erasers, blank staff paper, and materials expressly provided by the instructor may be used. All examinations must be completed individually; notes, online searches, messaging, shared documents, and outside assistance are prohibited. Approved disability accommodations remain in effect. Unauthorized technology use or outside assistance is treated as an academic integrity violation.
Attendance – 20 %
The course includes 40 whole-class meetings: the course launch, 38 family-module meetings including the six family examinations, and one cumulative review. Each meeting is worth 0.5 percentage points toward the final course grade. Attendance is recorded at every whole-class meeting. An unexcused absence receives no attendance credit for that meeting; repeated or substantial lateness or early departure may reduce the credit earned. The three individual oral examination dates are not whole-class attendance days, but failure to attend the assigned appointment affects the oral examination grade. University-excused absences and approved accommodations will not be penalized and are handled under UNT policy.
Reading Preparation and Examination Attendance
READING PREPARATION. Complete required readings by the dates listed in the course schedule. Readings are not submitted or graded separately.
EXAMINATION ATTENDANCE. All family examinations, the individual oral examination, and the written final must be taken at the scheduled date and time. A missed examination or oral appointment receives a zero unless an exception is approved. For an instructor-approved exception, the student must contact the instructor in writing before the scheduled start time and provide a valid justification, such as a required concert or performance obligation, a religious observance, or a health problem supported by appropriate documentation. University-excused absences and approved accommodations are handled as required by UNT policy. When advance notice is genuinely impossible because of a documented emergency, the student must contact the instructor as soon as reasonably possible. For requests not covered by University policy, advance notice does not automatically guarantee a make-up examination; the instructor will confirm any approved alternative arrangement in writing.
Communication and Course Practices
Use your UNT email account and include MUCP 3320 in the subject line. The instructor normally responds within two business days, Monday–Friday. Check Canvas before each class and EagleConnect on weekdays. The course schedule may be adjusted when university operations or instructional needs require it. Changes will be communicated in writing and will not apply retroactively.
Fall 2026 Course Schedule
Regular meetings are Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 1:25–2:15 PM. Reading assignments and completion dates appear in the Preparation column. Family examinations take place during the listed class meeting. Any adjustment to the schedule or assigned readings will be announced in Canvas.
	DATE
	FOCUS
	PREPARATION

	Mon. Aug. 17
	Course launch
	No preparation.

	Wed. Aug. 19
	Woodwinds: flutes I
	Adler: woodwind sections; Gould: Woodwind and Brass section. Complete by Mon. Aug. 31.

	Fri. Aug. 21
	Woodwinds: flutes II
	Review course notes.

	Mon. Aug. 24
	Woodwinds: clarinets I
	Review course notes.

	Wed. Aug. 26
	Woodwinds: clarinets II
	Review course notes.

	Fri. Aug. 28
	Woodwinds: saxophones I
	Review course notes.

	Mon. Aug. 31
	Woodwinds: saxophones II
	Complete the assigned Adler and Gould woodwind readings before class; review course notes.

	Wed. Sep. 2
	Woodwinds: double reeds I
	Review course notes.

	Fri. Sep. 4
	Woodwinds: double reeds II
	Review course notes.

	Mon. Sep. 7
	LABOR DAY
	No class.

	Wed. Sep. 9
	Woodwind synthesis
	Review all course notes for this family.

	Fri. Sep. 11
	WOODWIND EXAMINATION
	Review all course notes for this family.

	Mon. Sep. 14
	Brass: cylindrical I
	Adler: brass sections; Gould: Woodwind and Brass section. Complete before class.

	Wed. Sep. 16
	Brass: cylindrical II
	Review course notes.

	Fri. Sep. 18
	Brass: conical I
	Review course notes.

	Mon. Sep. 21
	Brass: conical II
	Review course notes.

	Wed. Sep. 23
	Brass synthesis
	Review all course notes for this family.

	Fri. Sep. 25
	BRASS EXAMINATION
	Review all course notes for this family.

	Mon. Sep. 28
	Percussion: idiophones I
	Adler: percussion sections; Gould: Percussion section. Complete before class.

	Wed. Sep. 30
	Percussion: idiophones II
	Review course notes.

	Fri. Oct. 2
	Percussion: membranophones I
	Review course notes.

	Mon. Oct. 5
	Percussion: membranophones II
	Review course notes.

	Wed. Oct. 7
	Percussion: aerophones I
	Review course notes.

	Fri. Oct. 9
	Percussion: aerophones II
	Review course notes.

	Mon. Oct. 12
	Percussion: chordophones I
	Review course notes.

	Wed. Oct. 14
	Percussion: chordophones II
	Review course notes.

	Fri. Oct. 16
	Percussion synthesis
	Review all course notes for this family.

	Mon. Oct. 19
	PERCUSSION EXAMINATION
	Review all course notes for this family.

	Wed. Oct. 21
	Keyboards I
	Adler: keyboard sections; Gould: Keyboard section. Complete before class.

	Fri. Oct. 23
	Keyboards II
	Review course notes.

	Mon. Oct. 26
	Keyboard synthesis
	Review all course notes for this family.

	Wed. Oct. 28
	KEYBOARD EXAMINATION
	Review all course notes for this family.

	Fri. Oct. 30
	Plucked strings: harp
	Adler: plucked-string sections; Gould: Harp and Classical Guitar sections. Complete before class.

	Mon. Nov. 2
	Plucked strings: classical guitar
	Review course notes.

	Wed. Nov. 4
	Plucked-string synthesis
	Review all course notes for this family.

	Fri. Nov. 6
	PLUCKED-STRING EXAMINATION
	Review all course notes for this family.

	Mon. Nov. 9
	Bowed strings I
	Adler: bowed-string sections; Gould: Strings section. Complete before class.

	Wed. Nov. 11
	Bowed strings II
	Review course notes.

	Fri. Nov. 13
	Bowed-string synthesis
	Review all course notes for this family.

	Mon. Nov. 16
	BOWED-STRING EXAMINATION
	Review all course notes for this family.

	Wed. Nov. 18
	Cumulative review
	Review course notes for all six families.

	Fri. Nov. 20
	Individual oral examinations I
	Review course notes for all six families; attend only your assigned appointment.

	Nov. 23–29
	THANKSGIVING BREAK
	No class.

	Mon. Nov. 30
	Individual oral examinations II
	Review course notes for all six families; attend only your assigned appointment.

	Wed. Dec. 2
	Individual oral examinations III
	Review course notes for all six families; attend only your assigned appointment.

	Fri. Dec. 4
	READING DAY
	No class.

	Wed. Dec. 9
	Cumulative WRITTEN FINAL
	Review course notes for all six families. Final examination: 10:30 AM–12:30 PM.



Calendar sources: UNT Fall 2026 Academic Calendar and Fall 2026 Final Exam Schedule. The Registrar's published examination schedule controls if a university calendar changes.
University Policies and Student Support
Academic integrity and course consequence
According to UNT Policy 06.003, Student Academic Integrity, academic dishonesty occurs when students engage in behaviors including, but not limited to cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, forgery, plagiarism, and sabotage. A finding of academic dishonesty may result in a range of academic penalties or sanctions ranging from admonition to expulsion from the University.
Course consequence. A substantiated violation normally results in a zero on the affected examination and referral through the University's academic-integrity process. Serious or repeated violations may result in failure of the course, subject to UNT procedures.
UNT Policy 06.003–Student Academic Integrity | UNT Policy 06.049–Course Syllabi Requirements
Disability accommodation statement
UNT makes reasonable academic accommodations for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodations must register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA), provide the resulting accommodation letter, and meet privately with the instructor as early as possible. Accommodations may be requested at any time, but late notice may delay implementation; a new letter is required each semester.
Office of Disability Access | UNT Policy 16.001–Disability Accommodations
Emergency notification and procedures
UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the event of an emergency, including severe weather, campus closing, and health or public-safety emergencies such as chemical spills, fires, or violence. In the event of a university closure, refer to Canvas for contingency plans for covering course materials.
UNT Emergency Management and Eagle Alert
Authorized absences
UNT Policy 06.039 recognizes university-excused absences for religious holy days, official university functions, required military service, pregnancy and parenting under Title IX, and official university closure. Authorized absences are not penalized, and missed examinations may be rescheduled when practicable. Notify the instructor and provide supporting information as early as reasonably possible.
UNT Policy 06.039–Student Attendance and Authorized Absences
Student support
· Counseling and Testing Services–confidential counseling and mental-health support.
· Care Team–coordinated support when a student or community member may be at risk.
· Dean of Students–absence advocacy, student concerns, and navigation of university support.
· College of Music Student Health and Wellness–hearing, physical, and performance-health resources.
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