Applied Voice for Concentration Students Syllabus

(MUAC 3503)
Fall 2016
Instructor : Samantha Kantak
Email : samanthakantak@my.unt.edu
Phone: (515)297-2681

Office: Bain309
OfficeHours: by appointment

The requirements or guidelines statedin this and supplementary studio documents are in agreement or an
extension of those published in the current UNT College of Music Voice Area Handbook availableonlineat
http://voice.music.unt.edu/handbook.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The primary objective of this courseis to work towards developing, understanding, and applyinga healthy classical

vocal technique. Throughout the coursewe will also spend time working on musicality, dramaticinterpretation,
diction, translation and understanding of text while exploringand expanding repertoire.

EXPECTATIONS

Lesson Attendance:

There will be thirteen (13) scheduled lessons over the course of the semester. Lessons missed by the teacher will
always be made up, as well as lessons missed due to “University Excused Absences.” Lessons that occur on official
university holidays do not have to be made up by your teacher (Thanksgiving, forinstance). Ifthe student must
miss a lesson, the teacher and pianistshould be notified by text, phone, or e-mail with atleast24 hours notice. If
proper notice is not provided, makeup lessons will berescheduled atthe discretion of the teacher. If two lessons
are missed without notification, the student will receivea “Notice of Unsatisfactory Progress” report. Ifan
additional lesson is missed without notification the student will bedropped with a WF. In accordance with the
Voice Handbook, six (6) absences (excused or unexcused), may result in a final semester grade of “F”, and you will
be advised to drop the course. If you areill, pleasedo not come to the studioto report your absence — call, text, or
email.

Studio Class Attendance:

Students are expected to attend all studioclasses andtosingatleasttwice a semester. (Studio time andlocation
TBD). Attendance and participation will be particularly useful in preparingforjuries and for honing your own skills
in preparingto teach voice someday.

Departmental Recital & Recital Attendance:

Voice Departmental Recitals arescheduledin Voertman Hall every Tuesday from 4:00 pm to 5:50 pm. Attendance
is required of all voicestudents. Students are expected to attend the entire program. Students who leave before
the end of the program will notbe given creditfor attendance. Two un-excused absences will resultina lowering
of the final gradeinapplied voice by one letter grade.


http://voice.music.unt.edu/handbook

Students are encouraged to perform once a semester on a Departmental Recital (first semester freshman at the
discretion of their teachers). Students intendingto perform on Departmental Recital (with the approval of their
instructor) must complete the official submission formby Thursdayat 5:00 p.m. the week before the
departmental. Thisformislocated athttp://voice.music.unt.edu/departmental .

Each semester there is a posted listof faculty recitals, guestrecitals,and master classes thatarerequired events.
Inaddition to these required events, every music majoris required to attend atleast 15 additional programs
(recitals, concerts, opera productions, etc.). Voice students failingto meet these requirements may have their
grade lowered by one letter grade.

Accompanists:

Students are responsiblefor hiringa pianistand schedulingrehearsals for lessons, Studio Class, Departmental
Recitals performances, and the Proficiency Exam. Pianists should havelegible copies of all music well in advance of
lessons or performances.

A great resource for findinganaccompanistis the North Texas Collaborative Pianists (NTCP). Thisis a branch of
the Keyboard Division of the UNT College of Music. This group provides a forum for singers and instrumentalists to
request pianists for their lessons, juries, etc. on their website: https://piano.music.unt.edu/ntcp . If you would
like more information, email: ntcpianists @gmail.com.

Binders:

Each semester students will compilea binder which must be brought to every lesson. This binder should include:

o Coursesyllabus
0 UNT COM Voice Area Handbook
o Journal/Looseleafpaper for writinglesson notes
o Two copies of each literatureassignment (one for both teacher and student). One copy must contain the
following information and be made available in your lesson, the first time an aria/song is sung:
- A word-for-word translation of foreign language texts
=  Be prepared to explaina more natural interpretation of the text
- Ifan operaticariais assigned, you will beexpected to explaina briefsynopsisof the opera and
the scene from which the ariais taken.

O Memorization Plan
o Notes taken from lessons
O Any hand-outs given inthe lesson
o Alistofrecitals and concerts attended throughout the semester

Weekly Lesson Expectations:

Within the firstweek of the semester, students will sign up for a weekly lesson time. All 2-creditclasses are 50
minutes inlength. Students are expected to come to every lesson on time with the required binder and materials
prepared to sing. Tardiness will negativelyimpactyour grade.

We will begineachlesson with a brief summary of the previous lesson which will befollowed by 10-15 minutes of
technical development. The remainingtime will be spent choosingliterature or working on assigned repertoire.
At the end of each lesson, we will summarizewhatwas discussedinthe lessonand create a goal for the next.

Students will fillouta memorization plan for the semester. All pieces must be memorized by November 215,
2016.


http://voice.music.unt.edu/departmental
https://piano.music.unt.edu/ntcp
mailto:ntcpianists@gmail.com

Repertoire:

Curatinga repertory of art songand arias inseverallanguages andstyles is a partofthe study of voice. Specific
requirements depend upon the degree and classification of the singer.

Freshman year: Minimum of 4 memorized selections per semester
Sophomore year: Minimum of 5 memorized selections per semester
Junior year: Minimum of 6 memorized selections* per semester

*One solofrom a major choral/orchestral work (oratorio, mass, etc.) may be sungwith score. This selection should
NOT be the student’s choiceat the jury.

Students who do not satisfy minimumrepertory requirements will havetheir final semester grade lowered by two
full letter grades.

| encourage you to create a repertoire listof pieces learned and performed, which you will update each semester.

Practice:

Students are expected to practiceassigned literatureoutside of lessontimes. An hour of practiceper dayis
expected; two or three shortpracticesessionsrather than one longsessionina day makes a good strategy.
Remember to allowtime for translatingtexts, interpretation, and memorization.

Final Jury:

All undergraduate voicestudents are required to perform a jury atthe end of each semester (unless the student
has performed a recital inthat semester). Juris will take place December 5-8,2016. Juries will be 6-8 minutes in
length. Students will singoneselection of their choiceand the faculty panel will sel ectatleastone additional
piece. Jury pieces must be sungfrom memory. Students areexpected to dress professionally for juries.

Students are expected to hiretheir own pianistforjuries. Itis crucialthatstudents contact a pianist at the
beginning of the semester and arrangetimes to practicetogether at/east by October 315%,2016. Students are
expected to give clean copies of their jury music to their pianistas soonas possible. Before signingup for ajury
time, students are expected to have checked with their accompanistto make surethat he/she will be available.

Each student must fill outa Voice Division Jury Sheet :

http://voice.music.unt.edu/sites/default/files/Voice Division_Jury Sheet Fall 2016.pdf. Titles and composers’
names must be correctly spelled with all diacritical markings found in some foreign languages. Jury repertoire lists
must 1) reflect the repertoire assigned and prepared that semester and 2) be approved and signed by the
instructor.

Voice Concentration Proficiency Exam:

Students intheir sixth semester of study are expected to singfor their Voice Concentration Proficiency Exam. This
exam takes placeduringjury week, but has different requirements thana regularjury. Students must present
eight pieces invaryingstyles, two each in English, Italian, German, and French. Students may choosetheir first
piece, then the panel will choosethree songs, sothat one ineach languageis performed. The repertoire for this
exam is a culmination of repertoire from previous semesters.


http://voice.music.unt.edu/sites/default/files/Voice_Division_Jury_Sheet_Fall_2016.pdf

Fair Usage of Lesson & Performance Recordings:

Lesson recordings containintellectual property, are for instructional purposes only and are not intended for public
consumption. Please heed the following guidelines: Copyrightlaws mustbe followed; privacy should berespected;
recordings of practicesessionsareforinstructional purposes only. Abuses will carry consequences.

GRADING

Breakdown of Grading:

(50%) Jury Grade
(50%) Studio Grade

Ifa student is not ableto successfully performboth selections requested duringthe jury, the highest grade
possiblefor the semester will be a C.

GradingScale:

A (90 - 100%)

B (80 —89.9%)

C (70 —79.9%)

D (60 —69.9%)

F (59.9% or less)
USEFUL RESOURCES

e  UNT Voice Board (bulletinboard across from COM 216, near the choir room)

e Students are encouraged to join UNT Voice Students on Facebook for pertinent updates

e Arecordingdevice for lessons and performances

e www.pons.eu : onlinedictionaryappin multiplelanguages with IPA

e www.lieder.net :songtranslations between multiplelanguages

e The Grove Book of Operas : plot synopsis, character study, etc. (studio bookshelf)

e An Interpretive Guide to Operatic Arias : character and musical resource (studio bookshelf)
e The Pierre Bernac Interpretation of French Song for French translations (studio bookshelf)
e A French Song Companion : French song translation, composer context (studio bookshelf)
e  French Song from Berlioz to Duparc : French song interpretation (studio bookshelf)


http://www.pons.eu/
http://www.lieder.net/

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

Students caught cheatingor plagiarizing will receivea "0" for that particular assignmentor exam [or specify
alternativesanction, such as coursefailure]. Additionally, theincidentwill be reported to the Dean of Students,
who may imposefurther penalty. Accordingto the UNT catalog, the term “cheating" includes, butis not limited to:
a. use of any unauthorized assistanceintaking quizzes, tests, or examinations; b. dependence upon the aid of
sources beyond those authorized by the instructorin writing papers, preparingreports, solving problems, or
carryingout other assignments;c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material
belongingto a faculty or staff member of the university; d. dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission
of a paper or project to a different class withoutexpress permission fromthe instructor(s); or any other act
designed to give a student an unfair advantage. The term “plagiarism”includes, butis not limited to: a. the
knowing or negligent use by paraphraseor direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another
person without full and clear acknowledgment; and b. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials
prepared by another person or agency engaged inthe selling of term papers or other academic materials. LINK:
http://facultysuccess.unt.edu/academic-integrity

STUDENT BEHAVIOR

Student behavior thatinterferes with aninstructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to
learnis unacceptableanddisruptiveand will notbe tolerated inany instructional forumat UNT. Students engaging
inunacceptablebehavior will bedirected to leave the classroomand the instructor may refer the student to the
Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The
university's expectations for student conduct applyto all instructional forums, including university and electronic
classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. LINK: Student Code of Conduct -
https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct

ACCESS TO INFORMATION —EAGLE CONNECT

Your access pointfor business and academic services at UNT occurs at my.unt.edu. All official communication from
the university will bedelivered to your Eagle Connect account. For more information, pleasevisitthe website that
explains EagleConnect. LINK: eagleconnect.unt.edu/

ADA STATEMENT

The University of North Texas makes reasonableacademic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students
seeking accommodation must firstregister with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their
eligibility. Ifa disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to
faculty to begin a privatediscussion regarding your specificneeds ina course. You may request accommodations
at anytime, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possiblein thesemester to
avoidanydelayinimplementation. Note that students must obtaina new letter of accommodation for every
semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation ineach class. For additional
information see the Office of Disability Accommodation. LINK: disability.unt.edu. (Phone: (940) 565-4323)

Fall Semester Academic Schedule (with Add/Drop Dates):
http://catalog.unt.edu/content.php?catoid=15&navoid=1228

Final Exam Schedule: http://registrar.unt.edu/exams/final-exam-schedule/fall
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Financial Aid and Satisfactory Academic Progress

Undergraduates

A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financialaid. Students must
maintaina minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA inaddition to successfully completinga required number of credit hours
based on total registered hours per term. Students cannot exceed attempted credithours above 150% of their
required degree plan. Ifastudent does not maintainthe required standards, the student may losetheir financial
aideligibility.

Students holding music scholarships mustmaintaina minimum 2.5 overall cumulative GPA and 3.0 cumulative GPA
inmusic courses.

Ifat any pointyou consider droppingthis or any other course, pleasebe advised thatthe decisiontodo somay
have the potential to affect your current and future financialaid eligibility. Itis recommended that you to schedule
a meeting with an academic advisorinyour collegeorvisitthe Student Financial Aidand Scholarships officeto
discussdroppinga coursebeingdoingso. LINK: http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap

Graduates

A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financialaid. Students must
maintaina minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA inaddition to successfully completinga required number of credit hours
based on total registered hours per term. Music scholarshipsrequirea 3.5 cumulative GPA. Students cannot
exceed maximum timeframes established based on the published length of the graduate program. Ifa student
does not maintainthe required standards, the student may losetheir financial aid eligibility.

Ifat any pointyou consider droppingthis or any other course, pleasebe advised thatthe decisiontodo somay
have the potential to affect your current and future financialaid eligibility. Itis recommended you schedule a
meeting with anacademicadvisorinyour college,anadvisorin UNT-International or visitthe Student Financial Aid
and Scholarshipsofficetodiscussdroppinga course. LINK: http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap

RETENTION OF STUDENT RECORDS

Student records pertainingto this coursearemaintainedina securelocation by the instructor of record. All
records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted duringthe duration of the course
are kept for atleastone calendar year after course completion. Course work completed via the Blackboard online
system, including gradinginformationand comments, is alsostored in a safe electronic environment for one year.
You have a right to view your individual record; however, information aboutyour records will notbe divulged to
other individuals without the proper written consent. You are encouraged to review the Public Information Policy
and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the university’s policyinaccordance with
those mandates. Link: essc.unt.edu/registrar/ferpa.html
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