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Education
		Ph.D. Latin American History, Rutgers University, 2008.
			M.A. History, University of Toronto, Canada, 2000.
B.A. International Relations, Universidad de las Américas-Puebla, México, 1998. 

Employment
		
Associate Professor, Department of History, University of North Texas, May 2018-Present.  
Associate Chair, Department of History, University of North Texas, August 2022-May 2024.
		Assistant Professor, Department of History, University of North Texas, 2012 –			2018.
			Assistant Professor, Department of History, University of Alabama in Huntsville, 	2008-2012.
Graduate Instructor, Department of Latino and Caribbean Studies, Rutgers University, 2005-2008.

Publications
		
		Book:	
Street Democracy: Vendors, Violence, and Public Space in Late Twentieth-Century Mexico. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2017.  

Chapters & Articles:

“From Cornish Pasties to Mexican Pastes,” in Food Mobilities: Making World Cuisines, Daniel Bender and Simone Cinotto, eds. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, December 2023). https://utorontopress.com/9781487539535/food-mobilities/

“Baring it all for Activism: The 1985 Naked Protest in Mexico,” Bulletin of Latin American Research, Vol. 40, issue 3, 2021, pp. 337-351. https://doi.org/10.1111/blar.13107

“Silver Miners’ Labor Activism in Pachuca and Real del Monte, 1979-1989,” in Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Latin American History, April 2021, doi: https://doi.org/10.1093/acrefore/9780199366439.013.857. (8101 words).

“Chiles, Markets, and the Liveliness of the City,” Gastronomica: The Journal for Food Studies, Vol. 20, no.1, Spring 2020, pp. 16-18. https://doi.org/10.1525/gfc.2020.20.1.16

“Food Gentrification in Downtown Puebla, UNESCO World Heritage Site” in Latin@s’ Presence in the Food Industry: Changing How We Think about Food, Abarca Meredith and Consuelo Salas, eds. (Fayetteville: University of Arkansas Press, 2016), pp. 59-76.

“Vendors, Mothers, and Revolutionaries: Street Vendors and Union Activism in 1970s Puebla, Mexico,” Oral History Forum d’histoire orale, 33 (2013). “Working Lives: Special Issue on Oral History and Working-Class History,” pp. 1-26.

Monograph in progress tentatively entitled:

“Underground Dissent: The Silver Miners of Central Mexico and the Neoliberal Turn.” 
A social history of mining communities in Pachuca and Real del Monte in the late twentieth century.

Book Reviews:

Rebuilding New Orleans: Immigrant Laborers and Street Food Vendors in the 
Post-Katrina Era.  Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2025. Gulf South Historical Review (forthcoming).

Street Occupations: Urban Vending in Rio de Janeiro, 1850-1925. By Patricia Acerbi. Austin, TX: University of Texas Press, 2017.  Journal of Latin American Studies, 2019, 51(4): Pp. 956-958.

Black Market Capital: Urban Politics and the Shadow Economy in Mexico City. By Andrew Konove. Oakland, CA: University of California Press, 2019. H-LatAm, 2019. 

Mexico’s Supreme Court: Between Liberal Individual and Revolutionary Social Justice, 1867-1934. By Timothy M. James. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2014. The Americas, 2018, 74:5. Pp. 813-814.

City on Fire: Technology, Social Change and the Hazards of Progress in Mexico City, 1860-1910. By Anna Rose Alexander. Pittsburg, Penn. University of Pittsburg Press, 2016. Pacific Historical Review, Summer 2018, 87:03. Pp. 564-566

The Oligarchy and the Old Regime in Latin America, 1880-1970. By Dennis Gilbert. Lanham. MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2017. Hispanic American Historical Review, vol. 98, no. 2, May 2018. Pp. 347-348.

The Silver of the Sierra Madre: John Robinson, Boss Shepherd, and the People of the Canyons. By John Mason Hart, Labor History, 2011, 52:3, pp. 359-361.


Editorial Work
Associate Review Editor (ARE) of the American Historical Review (2021-24).


Teaching

The 2022 Recipient of the President’s Council Teaching Award, UNT, for a record of teaching excellence.


Undergraduate Courses:

Latin American Food History
Revolutions in Twentieth-Century Latin America
Modern Latin America
Colonial Latin America
Mexico Since 1810
Colonial Mexico and the Spanish Southwest
World History from the Sixteenth Century
Historical Methods (UAH)
Social History of Latin America (UAH)
The U.S.–Mexico Border (UAH)

Graduate Courses Taught:

Social History Seminar
Food, Labor, and Politics in the Americas 
Women and Gender in Latin America
Women and Gender in the Americas
Modern Mexico Research Seminar 
Race, Gender, and Nation in the Americas
Problems in Mexican History (SMU)
Special Problems (MA and PhD)
Individual Research (PhD)


Presentations, Conferences, and Invited Lectures
	
Conference Papers and Presentations:

“Physical and Psychological Injuries in Mexican Silver Mines,” Southern Labor Studies Association,” University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, September 22, 2024.

“Where are the Miners?: Museums, Industrial Heritage Sites, and Community Projects in Two Mexican Mining Towns, Newberry Seminar in Labor History, Chicago, IL, Virtual workshop October 7, 2022; chapter submitted September 13, 2022.


“Vendors, Public Space and Activism in Mexico and California,” UCLA Latin American Studies and the Center of Mexican American Studies at the University of Arlington, Online Roundtable, October 6, 2022. 

“Street and Virtual Vendors in Modern Mexico,” XVI Reunión Internacional de 	Historiadores de México, Austin, TX, November 1, 2022.

“Chiles, Markets, and Vendors in Puebla,” Southeastern Council of Latin American Studies, Austin, TX, March 2020.

“Miners’ Pastes: From Cornwall to Mexico,” Food Mobilities Conference, University of Gastronomic Sciences of Pollenzo, Italy, June 2019. 

“(Un)dress to Impress: The Politics of Gender, Nudity, and Workers’ Rights in Twentieth-Century Mexico,” Border Crossings: Gender, Sexuality and Rights Conference, University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ, November 2018.

“Old and New Strategies of Resistance among Street Vendors in a Mexican City,” Latin American Studies Association, Barcelona, Spain, May 2018.

“Disease, Injury, and Death in the Silver Mines of Central Mexico,” Rocky Mountains Council for Latin American Studies (RMCLAS), Reno, NV, April 2018.

“Barrio Narratives in Two Mexican Mining Towns,” Texas Center for Working-Class Studies Conference, Collin College, Plano, TX, April 2018.

“Nineteenth Century-Miners in Pachuca and Real del Monte: from Cornish Miners to Mexican Convict Laborers,” LACS, Southern Historical Association, Dallas, TX, November 2017.

“The Political Legacy of Poblano Students on Street Vendors: the case of Simitrio,” Mexico Working Group, Kellog Institute for International Studies, University of Notre Dame, IN, October 2016.

“Baring it All for Activism: The 1985 Miners’ Strike,” Rocky Mountains Council for Latin American Studies (RMCLAS), Santa Fe, NM, April 2016.

“Underground Dissent: Silver Miners in Late Twentieth-Century Hidalgo, Mexico,” Dallas Area Social History Group (DASH), TCU, Fort Worth, TX, April 2016.

“Street Vendors and Chicano Theater,” Midwest Popular Culture Association Conference, Cincinnati, OH, October, 2015. 

 “The Paradox of Food Gentrification at a UNESCO World Heritage Site,” Feast and Famine in World History, Midwest World History Conference, Wabash College, Crawfordsville, IN, September, 2015.

 “A Pretty Hell: Pain Inside and Outside the Pit,” Texas Center for Working-Class Studies Conference, Collin College, Plano, TX, April 2015.

“Street Vendors’ Democracy: An Introduction,” Tepoztlán Institute of Transnational History, Tepoztlán, Mexico, July 2014.

“Motherhood and Labor on Puebla’s Streets, 1970–86,” American Historical Association-CLAH, New Orleans, LA, January 2013.

“From La Victoria to Walmart: Urban Renewal in Downtown Puebla,” Pacific Coast Branch of the American Historical Association, Denver, CO, August 2013.

“Informal Workers and State Violence in a Mexican City,” North American Labor History Conference, Wayne State University, Detroit, MI, October 2011.

 “Interviewing Street Vendors in Puebla,” Oral History Association, 						Atlanta, GA, October 2010.

 “Street Vendors, Students, and Politics in Puebla,” Contesting the Streets Conference, Center for the Study of Urban Poverty, UCLA, Los Angeles, CA, May 2010.

 “Authorities, Consumers, and Ambulantes in Puebla, 1930-1970,” American Historical Association-CLAH, San Diego, CA, January 2010.

 “Defending their Rights: Street Vendors and Conflict in Puebla, 1969-1977,” The Newberry Seminar in Labor History, Newberry Library, Chicago, IL, February 2009

 “Defending their Right to Work: Street Vendors’ Struggle to Make a Living in a Mexican City,” North American Labor History Conference, Wayne State University, Detroit, MI, October 2008.

 “Commerce and Protest: The Evolution of a Street Vending Organization in Puebla, Mexico, 1960-1990,” Hagley Fellows Conference, Hagley Museum and Library, Wilmington, DE, March 2007.

“Mexican Informal Workers as Activists: The Case of the Popular Union of Street Vendors,” Women and Work: Myths, Realities, and Representations, The City College Center for Worker Education/CUNY, New York, NY, March 2007.

“Taking Children to Work: Street Vendors in a Mexican City,” Latin American Labor History Conference, Duke University, Durham, NC, May 2007.

“Creating their Own Space: Marketers and Street Vendors in Early-Twentieth-Century Puebla,” American Historical Association-CLAH, Philadelphia, PA, January 2006.



Invited Lectures & Panels:

“Mitos de la cocina mexicana: el caso del paste hidalguense,” la Academia Mexicana de la Historia, the Dallas-México Casa Guanajuato, the Mission Foods Texas-Mexico Center, SMU, and the Consulado General de México en Dallas, May 17, 2025.

“The Milpa Agricultural Placemaking Project: Food History and the Creation of an Edible Landscape at UNT,” Graduate Student Food History Symposium, UNT, Keynote address with Drs. Wise and Hutson, April 2024.

“Día de Muertos: Celebrations and Change Over Time,” Rawlins Hall, UNT (2023); R.L. Turner High School, Carrollton, (2022) & Eagle History Society, UNT (2021).

“Street Democracy Online Book Talk, Modern Mexico Seminar,” University of Texas, El Paso, May 6, 2021.

“Street Democracy Online Book Talk,” Modern Mexico Seminar, Duke University, April, 2021.

“Revolution in Development,” Online Panel discussant of C. Thorton’s Revolution in Development, Dartmouth College, February, 2021.

“Los archivos mexicanos desde los Estados Unidos,” Archivo Histórico del Estado de Hidalgo, Pachuca, Hidalgo, México, November 2019.

“Remembering the 43 missing students from Ayotzinapa,” Mercado 369, Dallas, TX, September 2019.

“Researching Street Vendors,” Keynote Speaker, Phi Alpha Theta Southern California Regional Student Conference, California State University Bakersfield, April 14, 2018.

“Street Democracy: Vendors, Violence, and Public Space in Late Twentieth-Century Mexico,” History Forum, California State University Bakersfield, April 13, 2018.

“From La Victoria to Walmart,” student workshop on Modern Mexican history, Dartmouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire, February 2018.

“Answering the Mentoring Needs of Students and Colleagues,” Teaching History in the 21st Century, Midwestern State University, Wichita Falls, Texas, February 2018. (Paper read by Dr. Whitney Snow on my behalf)

“Street Democracy: Vendors, Violence, and Public Space in Late Twentieth-Century Mexico,” La Colectiva Lecture Series, UNT on the Square, April 2017.

“Neoliberalism: Food and Public Space in a Mexican City,” The Ohio State University, Marion OH, January 2017.

 “Street Vending, Chicano Theater, and Mexican History,” Pláticas Interactivas Series, Multicultural Center, UNT, Denton, TX, February 2015.

“Street Vendors, Protest, and the Use of Public Space in Twentieth-Century Mexico,” Phi Alpha Theta Speaker Series, Midwestern State University, Wichita Falls, TX, November 2014. 

“Street Vendors’ Democracy: Independent Unionism, Violence, and the Politics of Public Space in post-1968 Mexico,” Department of History Faculty Research Colloquium: University of North Texas, Denton, TX, November 2014.

“Street Vendors and Politics in Modern Mexico,” Faculty RELACS Lecture, University of Alabama in Huntsville, Spring 2011.




Research Grants
	
	2023-2027		US Department of Agriculture-National Institute of Food and Agriculture for “Milpa Agricultural Placemaking Project at UNT.” Dr. Michael Wise (PD), Dr. Nathan Hutson (CO-PD), and Sandra Mendiola (CO-PD), $400,000.

	2024			CLASS Small Grant ($1000), awarded & fully matched by the History Department ($1,000).

	2022			Scholarly and Creative Activity Award, College of Arts and Sciences, UNT, $3,068.
	  
	 2017 		Scholarly and Creative Activity Award, College of Arts and Sciences, UNT, $5,000

	  2016		Faculty Advisor Research Grant, Phi Alpha Theta National, $1,000

2013		Research Initiation Grant, RIG, UNT, $7,000

2012	Humanities Center Research Grant, University of Alabama in Huntsville (UAH) $2145 [declined by Mendiola García] 

2011                Humanities Center, Eminent Program recipient to bring Mexican Revolution scholar, UAH, $5000

2009		Research Mini-Grant for Travel to Mexico, UAH, $4651.

2009 		Humanities Center Research Grant for Travel to Mexico, UAH, $2165

2004		Horace and Marie Marucci Summer Research Grant, Rutgers University

Mentoring Grants

2023-2024	Co-leader with Dr. Mariela Nuñez-Janes, Faculty Team Grant, “La Colectiva,” Office of Faculty Success, $4,000
2023-2023	Co-leader with Dr. Mariela Nuñez-Janes, Faculty Team Grant, “La Colectiva,” Office of Faculty Success, $4,000
2021-2022	Faculty Team Grant, “La Colectiva,” Office of Faculty Success, $5,000
	2018-2019		Co-leader in 2018-19 with Dr. Bertina Combes, and leader in 2021-2022.

	 2016-2017 	Faculty Team Grant, “Women Historians’ Mentoring Group,” Office of Faculty Success, UNT, $5,000
2013-2014 	Faculty Team Grant, “La Colectiva,” Office of Faculty Success, $4,000. Leader. 


Other grants or fellowships

	2024		Minority Serving Institutions Faculty Fellowship for 2024 to attend the American Society for Environmental History (ASEH) Annual Conference, Denver, Colorado, April 2024. ($1,000 for ASEH conference travel and one year membership).

Nominations
 
2021	College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences, Advisory Award for Undergraduate Teaching, Finalist.


16 & 20 & 23 The Ulys & Knight Faculty Mentor Award, nominated by the History Department.	

Departmental Awards

	2024 			Outstanding Grantspersonship
	
2024 & 2025		Excellence in Service

Service

Department:

Member, Departmental Affairs Committee (DAC), Spring 19; Fall 2020-Spring 24; & Fall 2025-Present

Chair, Tenure & Promotion Committee, Spring 2020-Summer 2022

Co-Chair, Tenure & Promotion Committee, Spring 2025-Fall 2025

Associate Chair, Department of History, UNT, Fall 2022-Spring 2024

Chair, Search Committee, Early Modern Europe, Fall 2023

Chair, Search Committee, Colonial Latin America, Fall 21-Spring 2022

Chair, Culture and Climate Committee, Fall 2023-Summer 2024

Chair, Undergraduate Committee, Fall 2017-Spring 2019

Co-Chair, Search Committee, VAP, Early Modern Europe, Summer 2023

Co-Chair, Committee on the Status of Women, Spring 2019

Member, Departmental Affairs Committee (DAC), 

Member, Mexican American History Search Committee, Fall 2022-Spring 2023

Member, Ancient History Search Committee, Spring 2023.

Member, US History Lecturer, Search Committee, Spring 2021

Member, US/Jewish/Women’s History Lecturer, Search Committee, Spring 2020

Member, US History Lecturer, Search Committee, Spring 2020

Member, New South, Search Committee, Fall 2018-Spring 2019

Member, Mexican American History Month Committee, Fall 2013-Present

Member, Women’s History Month Committee, 2014-Present

Member, Website Review Committee, Fall 2018

Member, Undergraduate Committee, 2014-2017

Member, Ad Hoc Charter Revision Committee, Fall 2016

Panelist, History Department Faculty Panel for College Day, 2022 &2023



College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences (CLASS) and University:

Member, Personnel Affairs Committee, Women and Gender Studies, 2024-Present.

Member, Midterm Review Committee, T&P, Dance and Theater, Fall 2023.

Member, “Student Engagement,” Panel, Office of Faculty Success & Faculty Senate, Spring 2023.

Member, CLASS Faculty Council, Fall 2020-Spring 2022.

Member, Search Committee for Vice Provost of Faculty Success, Spring 2019.

Member, Team Leadership, Women’s Faculty Network (WFN), Office of Faculty Success, Fall 2018.

Leader and/or Member, La Colectiva: Women Faculty of Color Mentoring Group, Office of Faculty Success, 2012-2025.

Member, Search Committee for the Department of Political Science, American/ Comparative/ Race and Ethnic Politics, Fall 2015. 

Student Research Advisor, Ronald E. McNair Scholars Program, 2013-2016.

Speaker/Discussant, Latinas in Progress Education Services, Recruitment Event, UNT, November 2016, 2017, and 2018.

Judge, Office of Outreach’s Multicultural Scholastic Award Program, Spring 2014.	

Member, Focus Group with President N. Smatresk, June 2014.

Panel Member, “Relatively New Faculty,” UNT FacultyCONNECT, September 2014.


To the Profession:

Associate Review Editor (ARE) of the American Historical Review (2021-24).

Panel Commentator, “Oral Histories in Studies of Mexico’s Recent Past: Meaning, Knowledge, Narrative, and Countering Dominant Discourse,” Oral History Association, virtual annual meeting, October, 2021.

Judge, Graduate Student Paper Prize Committee, Texas Medieval Association, Denton, TX, October 2020.

Panel Chair, “Forging National Identities in an Imperial World,” Imperial Legacies of 1919 Conference, University of North Texas, Denton, TX, April 2019. 

Panel Commentator, “Twenty-First Century Chican@s/Latin@s in a Changing North Texas,” Body, Place, and Identity Conference, University of North Texas, March, 2019.

Roundtable discussant, “The Legacy of the Central American Revolutions,” University of Dallas, TX. March 2019.

Panel Commentator, “Sociality and the Street: Building Public Food Cultures,” Comparative Study of Street Vending Across Time and Place, City Food Workshop, New York University, New York City, NY. November 2018.

Session chair, “When Love Goes Wrong: Adjudicating Violence, Kidnapping, and Divorce in Latin America,” Latin American Studies Association, Barcelona, Spain, May 2018.

Session organizer, “Three Views on Class and Sovereignty: Economic Migrants, Environmental Organizers, and Mexican Miners,” Texas Center for Working-Class Studies Conference, Collin College, Plano, TX, April 2018.
 
Session organizer, “Foreigners in Mexico,” LACS, Southern Historical Association, Dallas, TX, November 2017.

Session chair, “Liberals Against the Left: History and Historiography,” Intellectual History Conference, Dallas, TX, October 2017. 

Phi Alpha Theta Faculty Advisor (2010-2017)

Panel Commentator, “Labor and Hierarchies of Race, Gender, and Age,” Warren I. Susman Graduate Student Conference, Rutgers University, April 2005.


Manuscript Reviewer for:
	
		Journal of Latin American Studies
		Journal of Economic Anthropology
		Journal of Labor and Society
		Journal of Urban History
University of California Press
University of Arkansas Press
University of Nebraska Press
University of Alabama Press
Routledge, Latin American Tópicos
Hackett Publishing/Focus Publishing


Major Advisor for MA students:
	
	Marissa Moore, Fall 2022-Spring 2024	
	Mauricio Garza, Fall 2020-Spring 2022.
	

Committee Member, MA Students:

Lauren Gonzalez, Fall 2025
Mark O’Brian, Fall 2025

Amber Ada, Portfolio defense, Spring 2025

Heather Noel, thesis defense, “Lived Experiences in the Pecan Capital of the World,” Spring 2023

Cynthia A. Nichols, thesis defense, “Neoliberalism and the Creation of Fictional History in the Tequila Industry,” Summer 2016

Valerie Holzworth, M.A. exams taken, Summer 2016

Clemente Gómez, thesis defense, “Manhood in Spain: Feminine Perspectives of Masculinity in the Seventeenth Century,” Spring 2015

Vogel Castillo, thesis defense, “A History of the Maras in El Salvador, 1971-1992,” Spring 2014

Brandon Mila, thesis defense, “Hermanos de Raza: Alonso S. Perales and the Creation of the LULAC Spirit,” Fall 2013


Committee Member, Ph.D. Students:

Miguel Velis, Spring 2026

Isaac Dominguez, Spring 2025

José Valdizon, Spring 2025

Deah Mitchell-Berry, Spring 2023-Present

Shawn Page, PhD. student, comprehensive exams & dissertation defense committee member, Summer 2018-Summer 2025

Nathalie Ross, Spring 2021-2025, PhD. Dissertation Defense committee member

Avery Powell, PhD, comprehensive exams committee member, August 2024.

Joshua López, PhD. Dissertation Defense committee member, June 2024 & comprehensive exams committee member, December 2021.

Jared Ingram, Ph.D. Dissertation Defense committee member,
March 2020. 

Brian Elliot, Ph.D. Dissertation Defense committee member,
March 2020.

Christopher Menking, Ph.D. Dissertation Defense committee member,
October 2019.

Jennifer Bridges, Ph.D. Dissertation Defense committee member,
October 2018.

Peter Martínez, Ph.D. Dissertation defense committee member, Spring 2017.

Brian Elliot, PhD. student, comprehensive exams committee member, Summer 2018.


Christopher Menking, Ph. D. student, comprehensive exams committee member, Spring 2017

Jared Ingram, Ph.D. student, comprehensive exams committee member, Fall 2015 and Spring 2016.

Peter Martínez, Ph.D. student, comprehensive exams committee member, Summer 2015

Jennifer Bridges, Ph. D. student, comprehensive exams committee member, Fall 2014.


Initial Mentor for MA and PhD students:
	Colton Campbell, Fall 2022
	Amber Ada, Fall 2023-Fall 2024
	Isaac Dominguez, Fall 2023-Present
	Lauren Jacobson-Bridges, Fall 2021-Spring 2022


Undergraduate Senior Theses Committee Membership:

Julissa Medina	, History Honors, Spring 2017
Jazmine McGill, Sociology Honors, Spring 2017


McNair Scholars Program, Student Research Mentor for:

	Miriam Calixto, Fall 2015- Fall 2016
	Richard Velázquez, Spring 2013-Spring 2014


Latina/o Mexican American Studies Undergraduate Research Fellows Program: 

	Leslie Rios Cruz, 2019-2020		
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