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Instrumental Pedagogy: Classical Guitar

MUAG 4360

Professor: StephenLochbaum 

             Email: StephenLochbaum@my.unt.edu 

Office: Bain Hall, Rm 224       


Phone: (940) 600-7816
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Course Overview
Welcome to Classical Guitar Pedagogy. This course will be generally taught as a special problems course individually or as a small class. MUAG 4360 is offered to Classical Guitar Performance majors as a part of their degree requirements.

This course introduces students to the theory and practice of applied pedagogy focused on the Classical guitar. The design of this course is intended to be progressive as it surveys the most important historical methods and pedagogical repertoire for the classical guitar. The primary objective of this course is to provide the student with a thorough foundation in the teaching methods and pedagogical philosophies of classical guitar technique.

Source Material/Required Reading:


Method for the Spanish Guitar by Fernando Sor (1830)

New Guitar Method by Dionisio Aguado (1843)

Method for the Guitar by Matteo Carcassi (1853)

Guitar School Books I-III by Emilio Pujol (1934)

Learning the Classical Guitar I-III by Aaron Shearer (1959)

The Art of Classical Guitar Playing by Charles Duncan (1980)

Learning the Classic Guitar, parts 1-3 by Aaron Shearer (1990)

The Art of Practice


The Art of Performance


The Art of Interpretation: above three by Richard Provost (1992)

Pumping Nylon by Scott Tennant (1995)

A Modern Approach to Classical Guitar by Charles Duncan (1996)

Classical Guitar Pedagogy by Anthony Glise (1997)

Kitharologus by Ricardo Iznaolo (1997)

On Practicing by Ricardo Iznaola (2000)


The Virtuoso Guitarist Volume I by Matt Palmer (2008)

   Fretboard harmony - Jeffery McFadden

*Additional material may be assigned as deemed necessary by the instructor.
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Course Expectations

o
Students are required to participate in discussions and write research papers on assigned reading materials in order to demonstrate understanding of the pedagogical concepts.

o
Students will develop a detailed lesson plan for a one-semester, college-level classical guitar class.

o
The final exam will consist of a 5-10 page research paper and a practical, hands on exam. The practical exam will be a mock lesson in which the student will demonstrate competency in formulating and communicating musical and technical concepts.

Academic Integrity

It is expected that all students have read and understand the Center for Student Rights & Responsibilities expectations regarding Academic Dishonesty and Integrity. It is of utmost importance that you understand what is meant by cheating, facilitating academic dishonesty, fabrication, plagiarism, etc. It is also important for you to understand your rights should I or any other instructor accuses you of academic dishonesty. Every graded assignment, unless otherwise indicated, requires you to do original, independent, and creative work. In addition to copying someone else’s words or ideas, reusing your own work (from other courses) is considered academic dishonesty—you might be permitted to extend research from other classes, but you must clear this with your professors before proceeding with such research. Frequently, you will be asked to summarize and synthesize various course readings and additional research; if you are using more than 3 words of that text, they need to go in quotation marks and include the corresponding page number(s). Even if you are not quoting text directly, you need to indicate when you are using another scholar’s thoughts/ideas/concepts/paradigms/etc by putting their name in parentheses after their idea. 

