PSCI 6310	Prof. Richard Ruderman
Spring 2026	133 Wooten
T 6:30-9:20pm	Office Hours (in person): R 11-12 WH 221	            and on Zoom: W 1-2:30pm

e-mail: Richard.Ruderman@unt.edu (please identify the course in the Subject line—so I’ll open it—and identify yourself in the sign-off—so I’ll know who you are). I do not reply to emails on Friday night and Saturdays.

Realism: Ancient and Modern
“If the great threat of idealism in foreign policy is overreach, the great threat of realism is the allure of rationalization.”—David Hamburger @Persuasion
Required Readings:
· “Twentieth Century Realism: Hans Mongenthau,” and “Neorealism: Kenneth Waltz,” both in P. Ahrensdorf and T. Pangle, Justice Among Nations (Kansas U Press)—PDFs of both provided online
· Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War (Landmark Edition)
· Hobbes, Leviathan (Ed. Curley)

Course Requirements: 
This is an advanced seminar that meets once a week. In it, we will examine two leading realist social scientists (briefly); the modern political philosopher Hobbes; and the ancient political historian Thucydides. All require very close reading. Accordingly, you must be prepared to:  
(1) attend all classes [3 pts deducted from the final grade for each unexcused absence] 
(2) do each week’s readings by the start of that week’s class (that’s what weekends are for!) 
(3) complete all assignments by the due date (late assignments will be docked 3 pts/day but must still be completed) 
(4) please attend to personal matters (phone calls, restroom, eating) at the break mid-class 
Your course grade will be calculated as follows:
· Participation, incl. one Presentation	20%
· one 7-8 page Hobbes paper (*Sat. Feb. 28)	20%
· one 7-8 page Thucydides paper (*Sat. Mar. 21)	20%
· one 8-10 page Thucydides paper (*Sat. Apr. 19)	20% 
· a final examination (T. May 5; online)	20%

*Each student will sign up for one presentation (2 each week, one before and one after the break on separate “early” and “late” topics) 
*Paper topics will be handed out at the appropriate times; each paper must stick to explaining the topic/character found in the texts [that means I do not want you discussing “Hobbes’s/Thucydides teaching”! Cramming their complex thoughts into a phrase just won’t do] 
*The final exam will be Multiple-Choice and open-book. 

Course Rationale
“Realism” lies at the heart of international relations theory and even of political science in general. It is generally thought to be a theory of human motivation that rejects morality and religion as mere “pretexts,” insisting instead that human beings, no matter what they say, are always self-interested. But do we not insist on justifying our acts and beliefs? Even Hobbes, an arch-realist, admits the crucial importance of “pretexts”: “No pretext, no war.” This course examines the meaning of “realism” and “neorealism” today and then focuses on the earlier thought of the 17th century British philosopher Thomas Hobbes and the ancient Greek historian Thucydides in order to get a fuller understanding of realism, the seemingly ineradicable challenges to it, and what its limits are.
From Hobbes we learn, among other things, that realism was not initially descriptive at all, but rather prescriptive: people should stop being motivated by imaginary goals (driven by “vainglory”) and, driven by the “fear of violent death,” learn to be motivated by true self-interest. We spend the rest of the time on the endlessly subtle—and profoundly humane —Greek historian Thucydides. Early in his History, some representative Athenians claim that everyone is compelled by “fear, honor, and interest”—and so cannot be blamed for any actions which follow. We study the rest of the work, considering the ways in which both “fear” and “honor” color and even upset self-interest (from below and above, so to speak).

Tentative Schedule
       
T. Jan. 13: Introduction: What is Realism? What claims does it make on its behalf? What   claims does it make about the world and human beings? Why consider Thucydides? 
T. Jan. 20: The Birth of Contemporary Realism: from fear? Honor? Interest? 
Reading: “Twentieth Century Realism: Hans Morgenthau” (PDF available online)
T. Jan. 27: Neorealism/Hobbes’s “Neorealism” 
Readings: “Neorealism: Kenneth Waltz” (PDF available online) and 
Hobbes, Leviathan, Dedicatory Letter, Introduction, Ch. 46
T. Feb. 3: Can there be a scientific understanding of humanity? How are fear and honor (“vainglory”) handled by Hobbes? 
Readings: Hobbes, Leviathan, chs. 5 (Reason and Science), 6 (Passions—includes the origin of behavioralism), 10 (Power and Dignity)
T. Feb. 10: The Challenge of Religion (and its claim to explain why bad things happen to good people) 
Readings: Hobbes, Leviathan, chs. 11 (Manners—esp. the interplay of ignorance and curiosity), 12 (Religion—its origins and purpose), 13 (the State of nature)
T. Feb. 17: Quieting the Love of Justice
Readings: Leviathan, chs. 14-15 (Natural Laws/Justice), 17 (The Commonwealth/ Leviathan), 18 (The Right of the Sovereign: the case for Peace and Authority)


T. Feb. 24: Quieting the Love of Freedom and of Politics
Readings: Leviathan, chs. 21 (Liberty—and its limits), 26 (only #4: the Law of Nature demands following the Civil Law; and paragraphs on “Interpretation of the Law”), 30 (on “the use of the universities”; and on “Good Laws” and punishment); Review and Conclusion

***Sat. Feb. 28: Essay on Hobbes DUE (by 11:59pm) 

*****
General Instructions regarding Thucydides: 1) I have listed the most important passages from each Book, placing ** after the most essential ones—read those most carefully; 2) before reading any section, use the Pangle translation (PDF on our home page) to correct the Landmark translation [which obscures several of Thucydides’ key observations).
T. Mar. 3: The Beginnings of Civilization, Morality, and the War
Readings: Thucydides, Bk. 1.1-23** (Purpose of History and Archaeology: the origins of civilization and morality); 32-44** (Corcyra/Corinth Debate: Justice v. Necessity), 53.2-3 (first accusation that Athens started the war); 55.2 (first “aitia” of the war); 66 (the blame [aitia] game); 68-88** (Conference at Sparta); 97.2 (growth of Athenian Empire); 115 (Thirty Year Truce); 118 the “pretexts” [prophaseis] of the war; 120-24** (Corinth’s Speech to Sparta); 135-38 (Themistocles: The strange career of a rational statesman); 139-46 (Pericles’ First Speech)
T. Mar. 10: MARCH BREAK (no class) 
T. Mar. 17: Periclean Athens
Readings: Bk. 2.1-12 (first skirmish in the war: Plataea/Thebes); 2.13-14 (Pericles’ Second Speech, indirectly reported); 15-17 (brief history of Athens); 25 (1st appearance of Brasidas); 28* (scientific explanation of an eclipse); 33 (Corinth restores a tyrant); 34-46** (Pericles’ Funeral Oration: the “Liberal” Case for Athens); 47-55** (the Plague and its effects); 59-64** (Pericles’ Final Speech: The Imperial Case for Athens); 65** (Thucydides’ Eulogy of Pericles); 67 (Athenian slaughter of prisoners); 70 (Athenians criticize her generals for leniency); 71-78 (Plataea I); 81 (a reputation for courage?); 85* (Sparta’s insistence on moral responsibility); 87-89 (contrasting speeches to troops); 97-101 (pointless skirmish between 2 semi-barbarian empires); 102* (Nature: rest and motion)

***Sat. Mar. 21: First Thucydides Paper DUE (11:59pm) 
T. Mar. 24: Mytilenian Revolt; Plataea; Civil Wars
Readings: Bk. 3.8-14 (Mytilenians’ Speech to Sparta); 20-24 (Plataea II); 31-32 (a taste of Spartan strategy); 36-48** (Cleon/Diodotus Debate); 52-68** (Plataea III: Plataea/ Thebes Debate); 82-85** (Thucydides on Revolution); 87-89 (Divine Signs?); 91 (Cleon and Demosthenes visit to Melos); 93-98** (Demosthenes’ excessive trust & failure); 108-9 (Demosthenes’ return and use of humane “two-faced” policy)



T. Mar. 31: Cleon, Demosthenes, and Brasidas 
Readings: Bk. 4.4, 5, 9 (Demosthenes’ Education); 10 (Speech of Demosthenes); 11 (Athens v. an “Athenianized” Sparta?); 12-15 (Athens and Sparta swap places?); 17-20** (Spartan Speech to Athens); 21-23 (Athens declines Sparta’s offer; war resumes); 27.2 (Athenians begin to regret rejecting the treaty); 27-41** (the roots of Cleon’s bizarre victory); 46-7 (humanity of Athens’ democracy?); 48* (brutal end of Corcyrean Revolution); 55* (Spartan loss of self-confidence); 56 (rare case of Spartan gratitude); 59-64** (Hermocrates’ First Speech); 70-74 (Exploits of Brasidas); 80** (Sparta’s Dirty Little Secret); 81** (Brasidas’ Reputation); 84-88** (Brasidas’ Speech); 92** (Pagondas’ Speech); 98 (Speech of Athenian herald); 108** (Athenian Reaction to Brasidas’ Success); 114 (Brasidas’ claim of Spartan “justice”); 116 (Brasidas’ piety?); 117 (one year truce); 120-21 (transformation of Brasidas?); 126** (Brasidas’ Speech); 128 (self-interest fails?); 135 (Brasidas breaks truce)
T. Apr. 7: From Cleon to Alcibiades; the Melian Dialogue
Readings: Bk. 5.6-17* (Battle of Amphipolis; death of Cleon); 19-25 (50 Year Truce); 26* (Thucydides’ Fate); 27-9 (fear of Spartan Empire); 34 (Sparta frees some Helots); 43 (Alcibiades urges ending the treaty); 45* (Alcibiades dupes the Spartans); 51 (war resumes); 57 (facing necessity, Agis omits sacrifices); 60.3 (finest Greek army accomplishes nothing); 84-113** (Melian Dialogue); 114-16 (aftermath at Melos)
T. Apr. 14: The Sicilian Expedition
Readings: Bk. 6.8.2 (the origin of the Sicilian Expedition); 8-15** (Nicias’ Speech); 16-18** (Alcibiades’ Speech); 19-24** (Nicias’ Rebuttal); 27-28** (Alcibiades under suspicion); 30-31** (Expedition begins); 33-34** (Hermocrates’ Speech); 36-40** (Athenagoras’ Speech); 44 (Athenians now begin to plan?); 53 (recall of Alcibiades); 54-59** (Harmodius and Aristogeiton); 68** (Nicias’ Speech); 76-88** (Camarenian Assembly: Hermocrates, Euphemos); 88-92** (Alcibiades’ Speech at Sparta)

***Sat. Apr. 19: Second Thucydides Paper DUE (at 11:59pm)
T. Apr. 21: The End of the Sicilian Expedition
Readings: Bk. 7.10-16** (Nicias’ Letter to the Athenians); 18.2 (Comment on Sparta’s self-understanding); 47-49** (Demosthenes v. Nicias); 50.4** (Nicias and the eclipse); 61-63** (Nicias’ Speech); 77** (Nicias’ Final Speech); 86** (deaths of Demosthenes and Nicias)

T. Apr. 28: Summary and Review 

***T. May 5: Final Exam (MC; online; open 6-10pm)









___
UNT Policies

Academic Integrity Standards and Consequences. According to UNT Policy 06.003, Student Academic Integrity, academic dishonesty occurs when students engage in behaviors including, but not limited to cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, forgery, plagiarism, and sabotage. A finding of academic dishonesty may result in a range of academic penalties or sanctions ranging from admonition to expulsion from the University.
ADA Accommodation Statement. UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide a student with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding one’s specific course needs. Students may request accommodations at	any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the ODA website at disability.unt.edu.
Emergency Notification & Procedures. UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please refer to Blackboard for contingency plans for covering course materials.

Acceptable Student Behavior. Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The University's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including University and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct.
Survivor Advocacy. UNT is committed to providing a safe learning environment free of all forms of sexual misconduct, including sexual harassment sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. Federal laws (Title IX and the Violence Against Women Act) and UNT policies prohibit discrimination on the basis of sex, and therefore prohibit sexual misconduct. If you or someone you know is experiencing sexual harassment, relationship violence, stalking, and/or sexual assault, there are campus resources available to provide support and assistance. UNT’s Survivor Advocates can assist a student who has been impacted by violence by filing protective orders, completing crime victim’s compensation applications, contacting professors for absences related to an assault, working with housing to facilitate a room change where appropriate, and connecting students to other resources available both on and off campus. The Survivor Advocates can be reached at: SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu or by calling the Dean of Students Office at 940-565-2648.
Additionally, alleged sexual misconduct can be non-confidentially reported to the Title IX Coordinator at oeo@unt.edu or at (940) 565-2759.   

