PSCI 4330	Prof. Richard Ruderman
Fall 2026	133 Wooten
W 5:30-8:20pm                                                           Office Hours (in person): T 12-1:30, W 3-4:30 BLB 073	       (or on Zoom by appointment)

e-mail: Richard.Ruderman@unt.edu (please identify the course in the Subject line and identify yourself in the sign-off). I do not reply to emails on Friday night and Saturdays.

Topics: Xenophon’s Education of Cyrus or 
How to Rule the World
Required Readings: (do not use online editions; the translations will mislead you)
· Xenophon, Education of Cyrus. Trans. Wayne Ambler (Cornell). 
(Please get the print edition—you will not be permitted to use phones, tablets or laptops for the in-class “open-book” assignments in this course) 
· Some excerpts from Xenophon’s Socratic Writings (PDFs provided in our Canvas module) to be read for our first class

Course Requirements: 
This is an advanced seminar that meets once a week. In it, we will examine the only book Machiavelli insists you must read to become a prince (Prince, ch. 14). Accordingly, you will have to learn to read the material very carefully: Machiavelli notes that Scipio almost lost his life because he misread Xenophon (Prince, ch. 17)!  

Class Rules: To succeed in this class, you must be prepared to:  
(1) attend all classes [3 pts deducted from the final grade for each unexcused absence] 
(2) do each week’s readings by the start of that week’s class (that’s what weekends are for!) 
(3) complete all writing assignments (make-up exams will consist of different prompts) 
(4) please attend to personal matters (phone calls, restroom, eating) at the mid-class break
Your course grade will be calculated as follows:
· Participation, incl. one Presentation	20%
· In-class exam (MC + essay) (W. Sept. 16)	20%
· In-class exam (MC + essay) (W. Oct. 21)	20%
· In-class exam (MC + essay) (W. Nov. 18)	20% 
· a final examination (W. Dec. 9; 6-8pm)	20%

· Each student must do one presentation (2 each week, on separate topics). Please propose 3 possible dates by Aug. 23 (do NOT choose an exam day); let me know if you’d like to be paired with someone. ***You must meet with me by the Monday prior to your presentation to discuss matters.*** 
· The in-class exams will be open-book. The print edition is strongly recommended (you can use the margins for notes). If you insist on an e-book, you must sit in the front row, facing the back of the room. Phones are not permitted during exams. You will see a choice of prompts, each covering a particular character or speech or discussion. Choose one; write 6-7 double-spaced pages. Use neither too many nor too few quotations! The MC questions will cover the basics of the story.   
· The final exam will be Multiple-Choice + an essay and will be open-book. 

Course Rationale
Outside of some very impressive admirers who prove to be exceptions (Machiavelli, Montesquieu, Shaftesbury, Nietzsche), Xenophon has often been judged as distinctly inferior to Plato (they were the two outstanding students of Socrates). This is partly a matter of style: Plato likes high-drama and “moving” his audience; Xenophon prefers very simple, down-to-earth words and images—and has a very dry sense of humor (which most classicists do not get at all). Moreover, Xenophon frequently writes as if he is arguing for something when, in fact, he is carefully arguing against it! He rarely says exactly what he means. 

But his lesser reputation also concerns a most serious substantial disagreement with Plato. Plato gives the impression, on almost every page of every dialogue, that the answer to whatever question is under consideration is: “Be like Socrates and spend your days philosophizing.” Xenophon was likewise a great admirer of Socrates (see the end of the Memorabilia) but did not want to say goodbye to as much of life—above all, political life—as wholehearted followers of Socrates seemed to be doing. (In the Anabasis, Xenophon notes that some wines are too strong to be taken straight and must be watered down to be enjoyed. So it is with Socratism?) In fact, Xenophon gently makes fun of some of Socrates’ followers for being pale imitations or mere parrots of Socrates (Symposium, 4.56-59). 

Far more than Plato, Xenophon was deeply intrigued by the great game of politics. He did not think politics could or should be “solved” by having a philosopher-king in charge. (Cyrus is not a philosopher.) He did not think—as Aristotle was later to suggest—that there could be a “science of politics” that would teach rulers or statesmen, problem by problem, what to do. (Cyrus did not have to deal with political scientists, but if he did, I suspect he would laugh at their advice and might even consider them competitors for rule, who might then have to be disappeared.) In addition to Socrates, then, Xenophon also admired Cyrus the Great (who had lived well before Socrates), supposedly for showing that it is not “difficult” to rule very unruly human beings, “if one does it with knowledge” (1.1.3). PRO TIP: Always distinguish (in this book and in life too!) what people are said to “believe” from what they “know.” 

In this course, we will focus on what Xenophon learned from his study of Cyrus about politics—and its limits, chiefly (a) its tendency to undermine the “virtue” required to sustain itself, and (b) its tendency to horde “honor” or recognition only for those on board with its mission. We will try to answer these two questions: (1) does Cyrus, in the end, live up to the very high claims made on his behalf by the narrator at the start of the Education of Cyrus; and (2) why, when Xenophon himself enters political life (see our brief excerpt from the Anabasis), does he seem much more a “Socratic Prince” than a “Cyrean” one? 



Tentative Schedule
       
W. Aug. 19: Introduction to Xenophon’s World
	Read: Memorabilia 1.1, 1.3; Anabasis 3.1 (PDFs provided on our Canvas page) 

W. Aug. 26: Education of Cyrus 1.1-4 (Cyrus’s upbringing in the Persian School of Justice)


W. Sept. 2: Education of Cyrus 1.5-2.1 (First Speech to the Peers: Cyrus Overturns Virtue; Rejects his Father’s Advice) 

W. Sept. 9: Education of Cyrus 2.2-3.1 (Meritocracy? The Liberation of Self-Interest from “Social Restraints”; The Armenian; Tigranes) 

W. Sept. 16: In-class Exam #1

W. Sept. 23: Education of Cyrus 3.2-4.1 (What does Cyrus Desire? Second Address to the Peers; Chrysantis and the Problem of Inspiring Nobility; Cyaxeres and the Case for Moderation) 

W. Sept. 30: Education of Cyrus 4.2-4.6 (Alliance with Medes; The Need for “Beautifying” or Making our Efforts Noble; Centaurs and the Longing for Self-Sufficiency; Cyrus’s “multi-culturalism”; Third Speech to the Peers; Is “Private Property” Essential? Gobryas’s Loss of his Son) 

W. Oct. 7: Education of Cyrus 5.1-5.4 (Araspas, Panthea and the Battle with Eros [Pt. 1]; Fake War with Gadatas; How to make Officials/Captains Responsible; Pity and Anger as Obstacles?) 

W. Oct. 14: Education of Cyrus 5.5-6.2 (Cyaxares’ Critique of Cyrus; Cyrus’s “Apology” and his desire for Honor; How to Overcome Annoyance and Despondency) 

W. Oct. 21: In-class Exam #2

W. Oct. 28: Education of Cyrus 6.3-7.4 (Love Story of Abradatas and Panthea; Increasing Religiosity; “Numbers [of men] and Weapons”; Cyrus turns Egyptian Enemies into Friends; Croesus as the anti-Socrates; Beginnings of Servility?)  

W. Nov. 4: Education of Cyrus 7.5-8.2 (Babylon; Cyrus’s Speech to his Friends; The Conquest of Eros?; The “Eternal Law” of politics; Is Virtue Needed to Hold Power?; Is Religion/Piety Needed?; Cyrus Rediscovers the Case for Moderation; The Need to be Loved; Cyrus’s Economics)  

W. Nov. 11: Education of Cyrus 8.3-8.8 (The Education of Pheraulas?; Cyrus’s Cosmetics; Cyrus Reflects on Rule, his Legacy, Death (sort of), and the Meaning of his Victories; Aftermath) 

W. Nov. 18: In-class Exam #3

W. Nov. 25: Thanksgiving Break; no class

W. Dec. 3: Conclusion and Review 
 

***W. Dec. 9: Final Exam (MC; online; open 6-10pm)



UNT Policies

Academic Integrity Standards and Consequences. According to UNT Policy 06.003, Student Academic Integrity, academic dishonesty occurs when students engage in behaviors including, but not limited to cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, forgery, plagiarism, and sabotage. A finding of academic dishonesty may result in a range of academic penalties or sanctions ranging from admonition to expulsion from the University.
ADA Accommodation Statement. UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide a student with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding one’s specific course needs. Students may request accommodations at	any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the ODA website at disability.unt.edu.
Emergency Notification & Procedures. UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please refer to Blackboard for contingency plans for covering course materials.

Acceptable Student Behavior. Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The University's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including University and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct.
Survivor Advocacy. UNT is committed to providing a safe learning environment free of all forms of sexual misconduct, including sexual harassment sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. Federal laws (Title IX and the Violence Against Women Act) and UNT policies prohibit discrimination on the basis of sex, and therefore prohibit sexual misconduct. If you or someone you know is experiencing sexual harassment, relationship violence, stalking, and/or sexual assault, there are campus resources available to provide support and assistance. UNT’s Survivor Advocates can assist a student who has been impacted by violence by filing protective orders, completing crime victim’s compensation applications, contacting professors for absences related to an assault, working with housing to facilitate a room change where appropriate, and connecting students to other resources available both on and off campus. The Survivor Advocates can be reached at: SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu or by calling the Dean of Students Office at 940-565-2648.
Additionally, alleged sexual misconduct can be non-confidentially reported to the Title IX Coordinator at oeo@unt.edu or at (940) 565-2759. 

