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Dr. Richard Sparks

906 Kilkenny Ct
Denton, TX 76210

(940) 536-3930
richard.sparks@unt.edu
Professional Positions—Academic

University of North Texas, Denton, Texas

Tenured Full Professor (began Fall of 2009)

· Chair of the Division of Conducting and Ensembles since 2010 – responsible for the administration of the choral, orchestral, wind, opera and early music areas – one of 8 division chairs in the College of Music, which has over 1500 students
· Conduct the UNT University Singers (ca. 40-55 voices, primarily undergraduates) - wide variety of repertoire, including major works with the Concert Orchestra, several premieres
· Conduct the Collegium Singers (more graduate students than undergraduate)—focus on period performance: for example, Monteverdi Vespers of 1610 with period instruments – 3 juried performances at the Boston Early Music Festival (2011, 2013, 2015), 1 for the Berkeley Early Music Festival (2012), and the National Collegiate Choral Organization’s National Conference (Nov. 2015) – YouTube video of Vivaldi’s Gloria has nearly 2 million hits
· 2015-16 – Interim Director of Choral Studies – responsible for teaching all MM and DMA students in choral conducting, including all exams, supervising papers; conducting the A Cappella Choir; and running the choral program; conduct the Grand Chorus and Symphony Orchestra in April 2016 in Haydn’s The Creation
College-Conservatory of Music, University of Cincinnati 

Guest Professor (sabbatical replacement for Earl Rivers, May 2009)

· Teach graduate conductors (M.M. and D.M.A.) and Conduct Chamber Choir (top choir at CCM), co-supervise Chamber Singers (graduate student recital ensemble
College-Conservatory of Music, University of Cincinnati 

Guest Professor (Fall 2006)

· Teach undergraduate conducting (Music Ed majors), Graduate Conducting techniques (all first-year Masters and Doctoral Students), conduct University Chorale, co-supervise Chamber Singers (graduate student recital ensemble)
Pacific Lutheran University, Tacoma, Washington

Tenured Full Professor of Music & Director of Choral Activities (1983-2001)
· Conducted the major choral ensemble, Choir of the West: Tours to England, Japan & China, Scandinavia, and USA; Conducting major works such as Bach’s Mass in B Minor and St. John Passion, Handel’s Dixit Dominus, Britten’s Cantata Misericordium (all with the Northwest Chamber Orchestra); Verdi’s Requiem Poulenc’s Gloria and Britten’s War Requiem; Recorded 8 CDs, including Rachmaninoff’s Vespers, Credo (includes Bernstein’s Chichester Psalms and five other works), Mass for a New Millennium, and one from the Scandinavian tour in 2001; and four Christmas CDs (involving the Choir of the West and other PLU choirs); annual Christmas Concerts heard by more than 5000 listeners in Tacoma, Seattle, and Portland
· Founded and Conducted the Choral Union (1985-93), a community-based chorus in major works with professional orchestra including: Handel Israel in Egypt, Haydn Creation and Nelson Mass, Mozart Mass in C Minor and Requiem, Beethoven Mass in C and Choral Fantasy, Schubert Mass in G, Fauré Requiem
· Other Conducting: conducted occasional opera productions such as Bernstein’s Candide (1984) and the premiere of Gregory Youtz’ Songs from the Cedar House (1991); during the 2000-2001 academic year while the orchestral conductor was on sabbatical, guest conducted the University Symphony Orchestra in Brahms’ Fourth Symphony and other works

· Teaching Conducting (all levels) regularly, including master’s degree conductors; In addition, have taught Secondary Choral Methods, Choral Literature, Baroque Performance Practice and Ornamentation, 20th Century Music History, German, Italian, and French Diction for Singers, and Studio Voice

Mount Holyoke College, South Hadley, Massachusetts

Assistant Professor of Music, Assistant Choral Director (1980-83)

· Conducted the Concert Choir (ca. 90 singers); this included their own concerts, Christmas concerts (both at the College and in New York City at St. Thomas Episcopal Church), and combined concerts with other men’s choirs; While Catharine Melhorn was on sabbatical, conducted the Glee Club (the upper class choir of ca. 75 voices) and Coro Mount Holyoke (a select ensemble of 30 voices which toured to Washington, D.C.); 
· Taught music theory and conducting
Professional Experience

Highland Park United Methodist Church 

(September 2013 through December 2014 – 15 months)

· Interim Director of Music & Arts for the largest Methodist Church in DFW

· Conduct choirs that sing for the 9:30 and 11 AM services

· Conduct major performances: Haydn and Dvorak Te Deums and Kodaly Missa Brevis with professional orchestra from Dallas Opera and Ft. Worth Symphony; Durufle Requiem and Lauridsen Lux Aeterna with members of the Dallas Symphony Orchestra
· Led the choir in a tour during the summer of 2014 to Budapest, Vienna, and Prague with concerts in all three cities
Church of the Incarnation, Dallas 

(August 2011 to August 2012)

· Interim Choirmaster for this large Episcopal congregation
· Conduct two choirs that sing for the 9 AM and 11:15 AM services and also for Evensong every Sunday during the academic year
· Administer a large program that includes children’s, youth, and handbell choirs, plus a Concert Series
· Conduct major performances, such as Durufle’s Requiem with professional orchestra
Pro Coro Canada—Artistic Director and Conductor (1999-2011)

· All Artistic planning and conducting for this 24-voice professional choir based in Edmonton, Alberta; the choir is one of three professional choirs in Canada receiving continuing Canada Council funding 

· Previous Artistic Directors include Anders Eby and Søren Hansen, and guest conductors such as Eric Ericson, Gustav Sjökvist (conductor of the Swedish Radio Choir for six years), and Frieder Bernius; the choir is also now a Resident Ensemble in the Winspear Centre, the major concert hall in Edmonton, along with the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra

· All choral/orchestral performances are done with principal players from the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra

· The choir regularly commissions new works by Canadian composers; is broadcast nationally on CBC Radio, and tours (most recently to Toronto and Montreal)

Choral Arts—Artistic Director & Conductor (1993-2006)

· Founder of this professional-level chamber choir

· Began in 1993 with a concert conducted by noted Swedish conductor, Eric Ericson

· All artistic planning and conducting of this chamber choir, with a season usually containing four programs (each given twice)

· Conduct a very broad repertoire, from chant to Palestrina, Bach to Brahms, Pärt and Schnittke to contemporary Scandinavian works;

· Prepare the choir for other concerts: Dido & Aeneas with the Mark Morris Dance Company; Handel’s L’Allegro with the Seattle International Music Festival, Dimitri Sitkovetsky, conducting

· 3 CD Recordings: Cathedral Anthems—Music of Peter Hallock, A Scandinavian Christmas, and The Light of Stars (Music of Randall Thompson)
Seattle Symphony Orchestra—Director of Choral Activities (1990-94)
· Prepared the Symphony Chorale for 32 programs with other conductors (works such as Beethoven Symphony No. 9 and Missa Solemnis, Brahms Requiem, Elgar Dream of Gerontius, and Walton Belshazzar’s Feast); conducting concerts on the Chorale’s own series (Rachmaninoff’s Vespers, Bruckner’s Mass in E minor, and Orff’s Carmina Burana); Christmas programs; presenting pre-concert lectures
· Coordinated rehearsal and concert schedule with principal conductor and orchestra manager; advised principal conductor with regard to repertoire, soloists and educational programming; auditioned all singers

· Recordings:  Prepared the Chorale for nine recordings on the Delos label under Gerard Schwarz, including Howard Hanson’s Lament for Beowulf (which received a Grammy nomination for “Best Classical Recording”)

Pacific Northwest Bach Festival—Principal Conductor (1979-85)
I was the Principal Conductor for this Festival, which took place in Spokane, Washington during the month of January. I conducted from 1979 (the first year of the festival) to 1985. Because my PLU choir at this time toured during January, this was the last season I was able to participate in the Bach Festival. The Festival continued for another three seasons after I left.
· Conducting world-renowned artists and a period-instrument orchestra gathered from throughout the US in orchestral works, opera, and major choral works

· Dutch baritone Max van Egmont was a soloist each year beginning in 1980, along with Nancy Zylstra and others.  Stanley Ritchie, Daniel Steppner, and Michael Sand were among the concertmasters I worked with in the orchestra

· Selected repertoire, soloists; auditioned singers

· Conducted 12 different programs with works such as Bach’s Magnificat and Johannespassion, Telemann and Rameau operas

Seattle Pro Musica—Artistic Director (1973-80)

· Founded this still-thriving, community-based non-profit musical organization

· Artistic direction of three distinct ensembles:  Pro Musica Singers (1973-1980)—a 40-voice volunteer chorus; the Bach Ensemble (1974-1980)—a vocal and instrumental ensemble doing monthly performances of Bach cantatas and other baroque chamber, orchestral and vocal works; and the Pro Musica Chamber Orchestra (1977-1980)—a 25-30-member chamber orchestra performing works of the baroque and classical periods and the 20th century

· Conducted over 70 different programs in seven years, with over 40 Bach cantatas, all of Bach’s major works, Handel Dixit Dominus and Messiah, Monteverdi Vespers of 1610, Mozart Requiem and Mass in C Minor, symphonies nos. 29 and 40, and the Piano Concerto in D Minor, Haydn Harmoniemesse, Beethoven First Symphony and Mass in C, and a wide variety of 20th century works, including several premieres
Education

D.M.A. - University of Cincinnati, College-Conservatory of Music (1997)

· Major Professors: Earl Rivers, Elmer Thomas, John Leman

· Cognate (minor) in Orchestral Conducting with Teri Murai
· Doctoral Dissertation (Swedish A Cappella Choral Music Since 1945) won ACDA’s Julius Herford Award, given for the most significant contribution to choral research. Published by Blue Fire Productions in 2000 as The Swedish Choral Miracle—Swedish A Cappella Music Since 1945.

National Conductor’s Training Institute, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (1987)

· One of eight conductors chosen in national auditions by Chorus America to work for two weeks with Andrew Davis (then of the Toronto Symphony), Margaret Hillis (of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra Chorus), Michael Korn, and Robert Page
· Conductors worked daily with two professional ensembles, the Philadelphia Singers and Concerto Soloists of Philadelphia
· Seminars with Leonard Slatkin and Zubin Mehta
M.M. in Conducting – University of Washington (1980)

· Major Professor Abraham Kaplan

B.M. - University of Washington (1975)

· Major Professor: Rodney Eichenberger
· As an undergraduate, auditioned for the graduate orchestral conducting class of Samuel Krachmalnick and was a full participant for two years.
Scholarly, Creative and Professional Activities

As a performing musician, my primary creative and professional activities are in conducting concerts, as well as adjudicating competitions and giving workshops or master classes. I give a selected list below. I’ve also been active in commissioning and performing new works, particularly with Pro Coro Canada. For three years, I was a regular blogger on ACDA’s ChoralNet website, writing posts once a week during the academic year.
A. Publications

· The Swedish Choral Miracle—Swedish A Cappella Music since 1945, published by Blue Fire Productions, Bynum, North Carolina, 2000 (ISBN: 0-9703134-0-3)
B. Concerts/Adjudications/Workshops
1. May 18-19 – 2018 – Guest Conductor, Portland Symphonic Choir, Portland, OR
2. March 12-17 2018 – Clinician – Alberta Choral Festival, Calgary, AB, Canada
3. December 11, 2017 – Recorded William Bradbury’s Psalm 74 with the UNT Collegium Singers for a CD sponsored by ACDA and released by Naxos in 2019
4. November 4, 2017 – Presenter (juried) for a session on music in lesser-known languages at the National Collegiate Choral Organizations Conference
5. July, 2017 - Principal clinician for West Chester University (PA) Summer Choral Symposium
6. July and August, 2016 – the first guest conductor of the Santa Fe Desert Chorale during Joshua Habermann’s tenure, one of the top professional choirs in the United States (I conducted an All-Shakespeare program with four performances)
7. March 7, 2016 – guest conductor, DCINY, Carnegie Hall, NY – Allan Bevan’s Nou goth sonne under wode

8. November 20, 2015 – pre-concert lecturer, 90th anniversary concert of the Swedish Radio Choir (Stockholm)
9. July 13-17, 2015 – Principal clinician, Halifax Choral Conducting 
10. Symposium, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada
11. June 9, 2015 – conduct Collegium Singers at the Boston Early Music Festival
12. December 13, 2014 – guest conduct Port Angeles Symphony Orchestra: Tchaikovsky Nutcracker Suite, Mozart Symphony #29 in A, Rimsky-Korsakoff Polonaise from Christmas Eve, Waldteufel Skater’s Waltz, Glazunov Winter from The Seasons
13. Nov. 2, 2014 – conduct Highland Park UMC choir and professional orchestra in Durufle Requiem and Lauridsen Lux Aeterna

14. August, 2014 – workshop/guest conductor for the Chor Anno chamber choir in Vancouver, Wa

15. June/July, 2014 – lead the Highland Park Chancel Choir tour to Budapest, Vienna, and Prague

16. Oct. 13, 2013 – conducted Dvorak & Haydn Te Deums and Kodaly Missa Brevis with professional orchestra and Highland Park UMC Chancel Choir

17. January 11-12, 2013 – Adult Choir Clinician at Chorister’s Guild Dallas Conference

18. January 10 and 11, 2012 – led two sessions at the Conference of Roman Catholic Cathedral Musicians in Columbus, OH

19. December 11 and 18, 2011 – Church of the Incarnation – Lessons & Carols

20. November 2, 2011 – Church of the Incarnation – Durfulé Requiem

21. June 14, 2011 – UNT Collegium Singers – Boston Early Music Festival

22. April 22, 2011 - Pro Coro Canada (Edmonton, AB) – Bach St. John Passion
23. February 3, 2011 - Pro Coro Canada (Edmonton, AB) – all contemporary program “Music from Space” (Ligeti, Sisask, and two premieres)

24. October 3, 2010 – Pro Coro Canada (Edmonton, AB) – virtuosic music for double choir

25. April 2, 2010 – Pro Coro Canada (Edmonton, AB) – Brahms Requiem

26. February 27, 2010—Thousand Oaks, CA – Adjudicator and Master class teacher for the Pacific Southwest Intercollegiate Choir Association

27. Dec. 13, 2009 – Pro Coro Canada (Edmonton, AB) – Christmas concert with premiere of Fowre Thowsand Wynter by Allan Bevan, for soprano soloist, narrator, choir and orchestra (ca. 35 minutes)

28. Oct. 4, 2009 – Pro Coro Canada (Edmonton, AB) – program including premiere of Three Encounters for chorus and piano by Trent Worthington

29. May 19, 2009 – CCM Chamber Choir, University of Cincinnati, while a guest professor at CCM for four weeks

30. May 1 & 3 – Guest conductor, Vocal Arts Ensemble of Cincinnati (Cincinnati’s professional choir)

31. April 14, 2009 – Allegro Baroque (Spokane, WA) – Handel Messiah (complete with period instruments—Seattle Baroque Orchestra, Stanley Ritchie, guest concertmaster)

32. April 10, 2009 – Pro Coro Canada (Edmonton, AB) – Victoria Missa de profunctis
33. March 27, 2009 – Guest conductor, Exultate Chamber Choir, Toronto, Canada (mixed program from renaissance to the premiere of three new works)

34. March 28, 2009 – led a master class in conducting at the University of Toronto

35. January 25, 2009 – Pro Coro Canada (Edmonton, AB)

36. December 13, 2008 – Pro Coro Canada (Edmonton, AB)

37. Nov. 15 & 16 – Music Director/Conductor for opera, Monteverdi Orfeo (Edmonton, AB, part of the University of Alberta’s Centennial Celebration, “Festival of Ideas”) – international cast and period instrument orchestra

38. Nov. 2, 2008 – Pro Coro Canada (Edmonton, AB)

39. Sept. 29, 2008 – Pro Coro Canada (Edmonton, AB) – including Haydn’s Harmoniemesse with members of the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra (the culminating performance in a six-year cycle of all of the late Haydn masses)

40. May 9, 2008 – Guest conductor, Swedish Radio Choir (Stockholm)—live concert plus Swedish Radio broadcast

41. Week of April 21, 2008 – prepare Swedish Radio Choir for a performance of Brahms Requiem for Valery Gergiev and Rotterdam Philharmonic

42. First week of April, 2008 – prepare Swedish Radio Choir for Verdi Quattro Pezzi Sacri for Peter Dijkstra and the orchestra at The Hague

43. March 21, 2008 – Pro Coro Canada (Edmonton) – Rachmaninoff All-Night Vigil
44. March 9, 2008 – Guest Conductor, Seattle Bach Choir

45. February 29, 2008 – Pro Coro Canada (Edmonton)

46. Week of January 28 – Prepare Swedish Radio Choir for Daniel Harding, Bach St. Matthew Passion; then for Jukka-Pekka Sarasate, Rachmaninoff The Bells
47. Week of January 21 – Prepare Swedish Radio Choir for a program done jointly with the Latvian Radio Choir

48. December 16, 2007 – Pro Coro Canada (Edmonton)

49. September 7, 2007 – Pro Coro Canada (Edmonton), including Haydn Schöpfungsmesse with members of the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra
50. June 2, 2007 – concert with Choralis (San Francisco)

51. April 6, 2007 – Pro Coro Canada (Edmonton)

52. March 5-16, 2007 – in Stockholm, prepared the Swedish Radio Choir for Wagner Parsifal (Valeri Gergiev, conducting); a cappella works for a tour with Peter Dijkstra, Beethoven Mass in C and Choral Fantasy for the Mostly Mozart Festival in NY, and Brahms Requiem

53. March 8, 2007 – Masterclass with the graduate choral conductors at the Royal Conservatory of Music, Stockholm

54. January 14, 2007 – Pro Coro Canada (Edmonton)

55. December 17, 2006 – Pro Coro Canada (Edmonton)

56. October 8, 2006 – Pro Coro Canada (Edmonton), including Haydn Heiligmesse
57. May 8-21, 2006 – I was the first non-Canadian conductor invited to conduct the National Youth Choir, a 40-voice group selected from across Canada. They rehearse intensively, then do a short tour culminating in a concert at PODIUM, the every-two-year conference of the Association of Canadian Choral Conductors

58. April 14, 2006 – Pro Coro Canada (Edmonton) – Bach Mass in B Minor

59. March 25 & 26, 2006 – Choral Arts (Seattle/Tacoma)

60. January 22, 2006 – Pro Coro Canada (all Mozart program)

61. December 16, 17 & 18, 2005 – Choral Arts (Seattle/Tacoma)

62. December 4, 2005 – Pro Coro Canada (Edmonton)

63. November 6, 2005 – Haydn Mass in Time of War with Mid-America Productions at Carnegie Hall, New York

64. October 22 & 23 – Choral Arts (Seattle/Tacoma)

65. October 2, 2005 - Pro Coro Canada (Edmonton) – including Haydn Maria Theresa Mass
66. June 2-5, 2005 – Pro Coro Canada - Northern Voices tour to Toronto and Montreal – independent concerts, plus festival performance with the Norwegian Soloists Choir, Latvian Radio Choir, and Elora Festival Singers, Tõnu Kaljuste, conducting

67. May 31, 2005 – Pro Coro Canada (Edmonton) along with the Norwegian Soloists Choir

68. May 14 & 15 – Choral Arts (Seattle/Tacoma)

69. April 24 & 2005 – Pro Coro Canada (Edmonton & Calgary) – Stravinsky Les Noces
70. March 25, 2005 – Pro Coro Canada (Edmonton) – including premiere of Allan Bevan Nou Goth Sonne Under Wode
71. December 17, 18, 19, 2004 – Choral Arts (Seattle/Tacoma)

72. December 12, 2004 – Pro Coro Canada (Edmonton)

73. October 3, 2004 – Pro Coro Canada (Edmonton) – including Haydn Missa in tempore belli
74. September 18 & 19, 2004 – Choral Arts (Seattle/Tacoma)

75. April 27-29, 2004 – Member of Jury for the CBC National Choral Competition (Toronto)
C. Conference Presentations: In the summer of 2002 I led two major sessions at the every-third-year Symposium for the International Federation of Choral Music IFCM), along with Eric Ericson (based on my dissertation/book). This was then repeated in a single session at the Choral Centre at Uppsala University, Sweden, in November. I’ve also done presentations at conferences for ACDA, Chorus America, ACCC, Alberta Music Conference, MENC, and the Swedish Choral Association.

D. Professional Organizations

· American Choral Director’s Association
· Chorus America (was a member of the board for five years and Program Chair for the Seattle Conference)
· Association of Canadian Choral Conductors
· International Federation of Choral Music (served on the editorial board for the IFCM choral series, published by earthsongs)

· Conductor’s Guild

· Early Music America

