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TV NEWS PRODUCING 	4850.001-5350.001
Phyllis Slocum 	MASTER SYLLABUS – Spring 2026
Email: Phyllis. slocum@unt.edu

Class Information
· Location:	RTVF Building -- Room 264   Time:	Mon/Wed:10:00-11:20 am.

Office Information
· Hours:  	Tuesday 11 am-Noon and Wednesday 11 am -noon
· Location: 	NTTV suite	(261-a)   
· Email:	phyllis.slocum@unt.edu       (Primary contact & to set up appointments) 

No Text – Handouts for reading as assigned

COURSE OBJECTIVES
This course is designed to teach the fundamentals of television news producing in a station-like environment.  The course offers theoretical and practical application of basic skills needed to function in an entry-level television news producing position.  The course will also provide information and discussion in areas of journalistic ethics; basic management skills; and working with on-air talent.  This course is geared toward people who wish to become news and informational television producers and create a solid career in television news and information media.

· Content:  Television information/news writing; Story structure; Newscast formats; Crafting a quality newscast; Producing newscasts; Critiquing your work and that of others; Writing teases and headlines; Blocking newscasts; Understanding your real audience; Understanding the role of talent; Ethics and your commitment to the truth; Exposure to media professionals and real-world discussions.  

CLASS BASICS
· Access to a computer.  Specific in-class assignments will be accepted in hand-written form.  All others WILL NOT.  You may email assignments to me as well if cleared first.  Please use WORD as your format.  

· Lab Assignments:  3.5 hours of lab work per week producing NTTV newscasts.  You may also volunteer for any newscast or other NTTV production.  

· Class assignments will be due on the scheduled date. If you do not alert me to an emergency or situation, NO MAKEUP will be given. 

· Attendance and Participation:  This is an interactive class and participation is part of your evaluation.  We will start on time.  (The 6 o’clock news really does begin at 6:00  ).  Your comments/observations in class will be important.  Please contribute.

· There will be one (1) excused absence - after that, please provide either a medical report or other documentation. Notify the instructor if you will be absence.

· YOU are responsible for finding a replacement if you cannot make your shift. 

Grading:							675 points total (can vary)
Final Project							150
3.5 Hours per Week Lab Assignments			150
Mid-Term Exam						 75
Quizzes/Current Events					125(can vary)
3 Speaker papers 						 60 pts divided
Grad Students (1 additional paper)
Class Assignments						110(can vary)
	
(NOTE: Professor may make changes in quiz and assignments schedule which could alter number of available points.  This will be clearly stated in class).	

KEY DATES:
Newscast training week begins Monday January 26, 2026

All Newscast dry runs begin February 2, 2026

NTTV Noon & Nightly News - Live begins Monday, February 9, 2026 

NTTV Noticias & Buenos Dias - LIVE begins Monday February9, 2026 

Last Week of News- April 13-17, 2026 


Disability Accommodation:  The Department of Media Arts cooperates with the Office of Disability Accommodation to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students.  If you have not registered with the ODA, we encourage you to do so.  If you wish to take your exams at the testing center, please register with the ODA first.  Please present your written Accommodation Request to me as early in the term as possible.

SPOT - Evaluations:
Student Perceptions of Teaching (SPOT) will be made available to you at the end of the semester providing you a chance to comment on how this class is taught.  I am very interested in feedback from students as I work to continually improve my teaching.  

Acceptable Student Behavior:  Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc.  The Code of Student Conduct can be found at www.unt.edu/csrr







SYLLABUS
The class schedule/assignments may change – be flexible
	DATE
	TOPIC


	Jan 12
Mon
	Class Introduction: 001: 
· Purpose of course; TV News; Producer Roles; Organization; Goals
· Fill out information sheet- GET EMAIL ADDRESSES
· Days for producing/NTTV volunteering – Noon/Spanish News
· PRODUCER TRAINING:  Producers meet for 1.5  hour lab 
· Handout:  TV Jargon/Discuss – QUIZ Wed Jan 21
· Handout Inception formats


	Jan 14
Wed
	[bookmark: _Hlk187331859]Intro to ROSS and TV Scripting:  Meet in NTTV Lobby -- Producer room 

Homework assignment:  
· Get into Inception on line or in lab
· Create 3 individual stories
· Print out using correct print protocol – also rundown
Due – Wed Jan 21


	Jan 19
Mon
	NO SCHOOL – MLK DAY


	Jan 21
Wed
	NTTV KICKOFF TUESDAY/WEDNSDAY JAN 20 – 21

Lecture 2:  Formats & Blocks- What are they/their purpose?
· Handout for blocks/Define Field Producing/Rotation of leads
· TV Jargon QUIZ In Class
· Turn in Scripts H/work (I will bring corrected copy to lab Monday)
Homework: 
Quiz # 1 (Formats & Blocks)   ON CANVAS – Due:  9 am Thurs Jan 23  


	Jan 26
Mon








	REQUIRED TRAINING WEEK BEGINS!!  Producer labs begin

Lecture 3: TV News Writing the Words 
· Discuss /Handout:  WORD CHOICES
· Hand back Jargon Quiz- REVIEW and correct in class as needed
· Review rotation; Field Producing Responsibilities
· Quiz # 2:  (Writing the Words) ON CANVAS – Due Wednesday, Jan 28-9 am

Lab:  3-4 pm  4 pm:  Hands on Training for LIVE SHOT field work


	Jan 28
Wed


	Lecture 4:  Beginnings – Writing Story Lead Lines  
· Timing the Show!!
· Practice Current Events Quiz!!
Homework:
· Quiz #3 –Beginnings/Lead Lines –On CANVAS due THU 6 pm


	Feb 2
Mon

	FULL DRY RUNS BEGIN THIS WEEK

Guest Speaker # 1:   Noah Cooper-TEGNA  

Homework: 
· Reflection paper highlighting 3 key points from overall presentation
· Maximum 2-pages double spaced – REQUIRED paper 
· DUE:  Monday Feb 9 in class
· Watch 30 minute newscast – see Rubric – watch for leads/blocks – Due Monday Feb 9

1. If we do this, I need you to actually cover points in a lecture format as well as describe the Tegna program.    Students will be required to give me a 1 page – 3 point paper touching on what the Tegna team “teaches” that day 😊))))   Yay!!!
0. Most likely I will need you to touch on Digital Content producing and its importance – differences but similarities 
0. Underscore the critical elements of traditional-foundational live broadcast producing to include decision making, ethics, and writing.
0. New Tech!!  AI and how you are using it and what impact Tegna is anticipating in the future. 
Whew…sorry for such a defined list but that’s kind of what I need if you 


	Feb 4
Wed

	Lecture 5:  Headlines and Teases
· Current Events Quiz #1

Homework: 
· Writing Exercises – Handout Copy – To be done ON Inception
· DUE:  Wed Feb 11 in class   (Pass/No Pass)


	Feb 9
Mon

	*******ALL NEWS GOES LIVE TODAY****

Lecture 6:  Story Structure (show stories)

Homework:
· Quiz # 4 – Headlines/Teases On CANVAS  DUE Tues Feb 10 - 9 am
· 

	Feb 11
Wed

	Lecture 7:  Choosing a Newscast Lead – Choices
· Current Events Quiz # 2
· Writing Exercises Due in Class


	Feb 16
Mon
	Lecture 8:  Pace and Story Count 
· RETURN Writing Exercises – discuss as needed

Homework:
Quiz # 5 – Pace and Story Count -DUE On Line Tuesday  9 am



	Feb 18
Wed

	Lecture 9: Show Flow – What is it & How it Helps Your Viewers
· Current Events #3 

Homework:  **********FLOW Exercises – Due Wed Feb 25


	Feb 23
Mon
	Lecture 10:  Use of Sound and Pictures
 

	Feb 25
Wed

	Lecture #11: Digital Content Producing
· Current Events Quiz # 4

********Mid Term Assigned – DUE Wednesday March 4 or earlier NOON  


	Mar 2
Mon
	Guest Speaker #2:  Mark Moseley – AI and the Newsroom
· This is a REQUIRED paper – Minimum 2 pages/dbl spaces
· Due Mon March 16th (or earlier) – VIA EMAIL or handed in in class


	Mar 3
	TUESDAY PRIMARY ELECTION


	Mar 4
Wed
	Guest Speaker #3:  Michael Gibson – Community Impact Director KXAS- NBC5   (optional)
· If you write on Michael, paper due Monday VIA EMAIL March 9


	Mar 9-13
	SPRING BREAK   March 9-13 NO CLASS


	Mar 16
Mon
	Moseley Paper DUE in class today

Lecture # 12: True or False?  Information Games – Critical Thinking

Homework:   See Rubric
· Team Assignment- Finding three fake stories/debunk
· Presentation in class – PowerPoint Monday March 23  


	Mar 18
Wed

	Guest Speaker #4:  Joe Terrell Gray Media  (Optional)
· If you write on Joe, DUE Wed March 25

	Mar 23
Mon
	In Class Presentations:  Debunking False News


	Mar 25
Wed

	Lecture:13 Topicals and Image   (Terrell paper due)
· Current Events Quiz # 5


	Mar 30
Mon

	Lecture 14:  Developing Content- it’s Everywhere!

Homework:  Teams Assigned for Pitch Exercise – Rubric


	April 1
Wed
	KXAS Field Trip


	April 6
Mon
	Team Class Presentation – Story Pitches


	April 8
Wed
	Lecture 15: Ratings and Research -How We Get Paid



	April 13
Mon

	Guest Speaker #5:   Daniela Ibarra, Investigative reporter KSAT      
· If you write on Dani, paper due Monday April 20 (Optional)


	April 15
Wed

	NEWS LABS END THURSDAY APRIL 17 
Lecture 16:  Breaking News
                                         ******FINAL PROJECT ASSIGNED****

	April 20
Mon
	WFAA FIELD TRIP
********(NO Labs this week – work on Final Project)


	April 22
Wed
	No Class – work on final project

	April 27
Mon
	*****FINAL PROJECT DUE:  HARD COPY *****
Deliver to my office or the front office – 5 PM !!!!!!!!!!


	May 5-7

	Advising by Zoom / CONGRATULATIONS GRADS!!



