
Political Science 2300.003: Introduction to Political Research

Professor Paolino Office hours:
Wooten 137 Tues, Thurs 11:00-12:00
940-565-2315 Fri 1:00-2:00
paolino@unt.edu and by appointment

Teaching Assistant
Ibrahim Kocaman Office hours:
Wooten 173A Th 2:00-3:30
IbrahimKocaman@my.unt.edu

Pedagogical Goals
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to basic approaches to studying political science.

The course will provide students with an understanding of the means by which politics can be studied in a
scientific manner–social science. In this approach, political scientists do not presume to be able to derive
laws in the same way that physical scientists do. Rather, political science looks to examine and understand
regularities that influence people’s political behavior and the behavior of political systems. The primary
goals of this course are for students to think about politics scientifically, conduct basic data analysis, and be
able to evaluate reading in their other social science courses through the scientific method.

Course Requirements:
Students are responsible for all the material in the readings and discussed in lectures. The two required

texts for the course are:

• Kellstedt, Paul M. and Guy D. Whitten. The Fundamentals of Political Science Research Methods,
3rd ed. ISBN 978-1-316-64267-2

• Monogan, James E. Political Analysis Using R (access through UNT library web-site).

All other assigned readings come from actual research articles on the the class Canvas site or the library
web-site (https://library.unt.edu). It is extremely important that you attend class to understand
how the readings from research articles complement material from the textbook. Additional materials may
be posted to Canvas as circumstances arise. Grades for the course will be based upon assignments (30%), a
research paper (20%), a midterm (20%), and a final exam (30%).

Assignments and Research Paper
The assignments and research paper in this class are geared toward introducing you to conducting quan-

titative political science research. Three of the assignments are conceptual in nature. The goal of these
assignments is to think about the practical steps in developing a research project. The other three assign-
ments involve learning statistical and computing tools to conduct political analysis. Your research paper will
directly be a product of the conceptual assignments and will indirectly benefit from the computer assign-
ments.

The research paper and several of the assignments involve data analysis using a statistical software
program called R. R is an extremely powerful program, but it is not the most intuitive program to use–a
silver lining of this is that many employers in political analysis and elsewhere want people who can program
in R and are willing to pay them reasonably well. Fortunately, the Monogan book (FREE!!!) via electronic
resources on the UNT library web-site provides a very good introduction for how to use R to conduct
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political science research. Also understand that R is a language. As with any language, understanding how
to use one will help you learn how to use others. By the way, unlike other statistical packages, R is also
completely free, via the CRAN (Comprehensive R Archive Network) archive. Supplemental materials that
you can download provide data and examples of source code that Monogan used to create the examples in
his book will be necessary for completing assignments and are available on Canvas.

Be warned, R is not easy. You will need to pay close attention to the presentation in Monogan’s book
and in class sessions where data analysis is covered. Assignments and the research paper will not require
you to go beyond any of the methods that are described in the Monogan book. The TA and I will be glad
to help you understand how to use R, but only after you have tried to solve problems on your own and can
show us the code you’ve tried and your output.

• Students are required to submit their papers by the due date to Turnitin, a web-based plagiarism
detection service through the class Canvas site. Before submitting your paper to Turnitin, please
remove your title page and other personal information.

• On papers, you need to cite readings to support your arguments. Papers that do not refer to the
readings will lose credit.

• Assignment are due by class time (12:30 pm) on the date of the assignment. Assignments are consid-
ered late and immediately lose points starting at 12:31 pm.

• Assignments that are not turned in on Canvas on time will lose 10 points per 24 hour period up to four
days. After four days, assignments will not be accepted.

Exams

• Questions on the exams will be drawn from both the readings and the lectures. Answers should refer
to the readings and arguments discussed in class.

• Exams must be written in a blue book in pen.

• During exams, cell phones and any other electronic devices should be turned off and placed, along
with notes, in your bags or under your seats. If you take these items out during an exam, you will
receive a grade of zero for the exam.

• Makeup exams will be given only for documented absences and, with the exception of extended
medical problems or family emergencies, exams must be made up by the next class period. Any other
conflicts with exam times must be raised at least 3 business (not class) days in advance of the exam.

Academic Integrity Policy and Plagiarism Certification

According to UNT Policy 06.003, Student Academic Integrity, academic dishonesty occurs when stu-
dents engage in behaviors including, but not limited to cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishon-
esty, forgery, plagiarism, and sabotage. A finding of academic dishonesty may result in a range of academic
penalties or sanctions ranging from admonition to expulsion from the University. Students should review
the policy, which may be located at https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003. Faculty are required to
submit reports of violations of academic dishonesty even in instances that do not result in sanctions. There
will be no deviation from this policy.
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Plagiarism is an ongoing concern. While some students deliberately misrepresent the work of others as
their own work, others do so through ignorance and misunderstanding of what constitutes plagiarism. Ig-
norance, however, is not an acceptable excuse and can still place you under a cloud of suspicion. To insure
that students are aware of proper citation practices to avoid plagiarism, I require that all students com-
plete the convenient on-line tutorial and certification available at https://www.indiana.edu/˜academy/

firstPrinciples/index.html . Once you have completed the tutorial, you should take the certification
test for undergraduate college students. Upon successful completion, you must send your certification to the
TA through the class’s Canvas messaging. We will only accept certification documentation through a
message to the TA via Canvas. You must have received certification before the due date for your literature
review paper. Failure to submit certification by that date will result in a grade of 0 for that assignment.
Failure to submit the certification by the due date for successive papers will also result in a 0 for those
assignments.

Extra Credit and Grades

You should not expect extra credit. If I do offer extra credit, it is only when I can make it available to
everyone in the class and when it furthers some educational goal that complements the goals of the course
curriculum. I will not offer it as a “do-over” to students who have not completed their work satisfactorily.
If you need a particular grade to graduate, maintain a particular GPA, etc. make sure you are putting in the
effort to get that grade. If problems arise, address them early before they become unresolvable.

Grades will be posted on Canvas in a timely fashion. In the event of discrepancies with those grade
records, discrepancies must be resolved within two weeks of their posting and students must be able to
produce their assignments and exams. So, for example, challenges to recorded grades from assignments in
September will not be entertained at the end of the semester. So be sure to pick up and save your assignments
and tests. If I do not have a record of your taking an exam or doing an assignment and you cannot produce
the evidence that you did the work, your grade on that exam or assignment will be 0. Finally, keeping
apprised of your standing with respect to your grades is your responsibility. Use the percentages above to
calculate a rough estimate of your current grade. The TA and I will not calculate your overall grade during
the semester.

Classroom Policies
With respect to classroom policies, I assume that you are adults who are either capable of making your

own decisions regarding your best interests or at the time when you need to start learning how to make such
decisions. I also assume that most, if not all, of you are in college to prepare yourself in some way for
professional life beyond college. As such, you should ask yourself whether your actions in this class are
preparing you to conduct yourself successfully in that life.

Attendance is not required. Whether or not you attend lecture is your decision, but as I indicated above,
missing class will create significant problems for you. You are solely responsible for any consequences of
missing lecture. There may be in-class activities that contribute to your grade. If you do miss lecture, check
with your classmates or the Canvas site for any announcements and lecture slides. More importantly, if you
miss class, be sure to get the notes from one of your classmates. The lecture slides provide only an outline
of discussion. All information from the lectures is fair game for exams and assignments.

Please help make the classroom environment conducive to learning. Show respect for others’ opinions,
even when you do not agree. Also show respect for your classmates by arriving to class on time and not
getting up to leave or go out before class is over. In rare situations when you cannot make it on time or
need to leave early, please make your entrance/exit as unobtrusive as possible. Students who repeatedly
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interrupt class in this manner will be asked to leave or not return. You are free to use laptops for taking
notes (even though research increasingly shows that retention is significantly better if you take notes by
hand–see: http://www.wsj.com/articles/can-handwriting-make-you-smarter-1459784659 , http:

//www.npr.org/2016/04/17/474525392/attention-students-put-your-laptops-away, and http://www.

scientificamerican.com/article/a-learning-secret-don-t-take-notes-with-a-laptop/) , but if
your use of your laptop distracts others, then I will ask you to shut it down. Finally, please remember to turn
off and put away your cell phones before lecture. The first time a cell phone is out, you will be asked to put
it away. The second time, you will be asked to leave. During exams, cell phones and any other electronic
devices should be turned off and placed in your bags or under your seats. If you take these items out during
an exam, you will receive a grade of zero for the exam. Other disruptive behavior not mentioned specifically
here will also be treated in a similar manner.

Disabilities Accommodation
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities.

Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to
verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter
to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may
request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early
as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter
of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation
in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http:

//disability.unt.edu .

Emergency Notification & Procedures
UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify you with critical information in the event of an

emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical
spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please refer to Canvas for contingency plans
for covering course materials.

1 Fundamentals of Political Science

1.1 Introduction (Jan. 14)

This lecture will cover basic course requirements and discuss the value of understanding how to analyze
political behavior through the scientific method.

1.2 The Scientific and Ethical Study of Politics (Jan. 16-21)

These lectures makes the argument that human political behavior can be studied in a scientific manner and
describes the process by which political behavior can be studied scientifically and ethically.

1. Kellstedt and Whitten, Ch. 1.

2. van Wolkenten, et al. 2007. Inequity Responses of Monkeys Modified by Effort. Proceedings of the
National Academy of Science (PNAS), 104(47), pp.18854-18859.

3. Bond, Jon. 2007. The Scientification of the Study of Politics: Some Observations on the Behavioral
Evolution in Political Science. The Journal of Politics, 69(4), pp.897-907.

4

http://www.wsj.com/articles/can-handwriting-make-you-smarter-1459784659
http://www.npr.org/2016/04/17/474525392/attention-students-put-your-laptops-away
http://www.npr.org/2016/04/17/474525392/attention-students-put-your-laptops-away
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/a-learning-secret-don-t-take-notes-with-a-laptop/
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/a-learning-secret-don-t-take-notes-with-a-laptop/
http://disability.unt.edu
http://disability.unt.edu


4. The NIH Human Subjects Training Module (see Canvas) – SKIM

5. Fried, Brian J., Paul Lagunes, and Atheendar Venkataramani. 2010. Corruption and Inequality at the
Crossroad: A Multimethod Study of Bribery and Discrimination in Latin America. Latin American
Research Review, 46(1), pp.76-97.

1.3 Research Questions, Literature Review, and Plagiarism (Jan. 23)

This lecture will cover how to generate a research question and review relevant literature that will help you
hone your question. This section will also point you to a self-directed tutorial that will help you understand
how to avoid plagiarism.

1. Kellstedt and Whitten, Ch. 2.

2. https://guides.library.unt.edu/PSCI2300/PoliticalResearch

3. Plagiarism review https://www.indiana.edu/˜academy/firstPrinciples/index.
html.

1.4 Theory and Causation (Jan. 28-30)

These lectures describe the elements that are necessary for a valid scientific theory of political behavior.

1. Kellstedt and Whitten, Ch. 3.

2. Verba, Sidney, Kay Lehman Schlozman, Henry Brady, and Norman H. Nie. 1993. Race, Ethnicity,
and Political Resources: Participation in the United States. British Journal of Political Science, 23(4),
pp.453-497.

***Research question and literature review assignment due Jan. 30.

2 Exploring Political Data

2.1 Getting Started with R (Feb. 4)

This class will demonstrate how to set up and start using R for statistical analysis.

1. Monogan, Ch.1-2.

2.2 Univariate Description and Statistics (Feb. 6-11)

These lectures will discuss the various ways to describe how single variables are distributed and how to use
R to present univariate statistics.

1. Kellstedt and Whitten, Ch. 6.

2. Monogan, Ch. 3-4.

***Theory development assignment due Feb. 11.
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2.3 Conceptualization and Measurement (Feb. 13-18)

The conceptualization and measurement of key concepts is essential in any scientific endeavor. These lec-
tures will discuss various issues involved in defining central concepts in theories of political behavior and
when developing measures of those concepts.

1. Kellstedt and Whitten, Ch. 5.

2. Gurr, Ted Robert. 1974. Persistence and Change in Political Systems, 1800-1971. The American
Political Science Review, 68(4), pp.1482-1504.

3. Munck, Gerardo L. and Jay Verkuilen. 2002. Conceptualizing and Measuring Democracy: Evaluating
Alternative Indices. Comparative Political Studies, 35(1), pp.5-34.

***Univariate Statistics Assignment due Feb. 18.

3 Research Design and Analysis

3.1 Experiments (Feb. 20-25)

These lectures present experiments as a “gold standard” for isolating causal relations in the scientific in-
vestigation of political behavior and describe how the logic of an experimental design can be useful for
developing research designs when experimental methods are either impractical or unethical.

1. Kellstedt and Whitten, Ch. 4.1-4.2.

2. Druckman, James, Donald Philip Green, James Kuklinski, and Arthur Lupia. 2006. The Growth
and Development of Experimental Research in Political Science. American Political Science Review,
100(4), pp. 627-635.

3. Iyengar, Shanto, Mark D. Peters, and Donald R. Kinder. 1982. Experimental Demonstrations of the
‘Not-So-Minimal’ Consequences of Television News Programs. American Political Science Review,
76(4), pp. 848-858.

4. Alvarez R. Michael, Ines Levin, Julia Pomares, and Marcelo Leiras. 2013. Voting Made Safe and
Easy: the Impact of e-Voting on Citizen Perceptions. Political Science Research Methods, 1(1),
pp.117-135.

***Conceptualization and Measurement assignment due Feb 25.

3.2 Bivariate Statistical Analysis (Mar. 3-17)

This lecture will discuss the various ways to describe how two variables covary with one another.

1. Kellstedt and Whitten, Ch. 8-9.

2. Monogan, Ch. 5.

−→Midterm exam (Mar. 5)

=⇒ No classes during Spring Break (Mar. 9-13)
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3.3 Inference (Mar. 19)

This lecture will discuss the proper ways to use statistical evidence to draw inferences regarding scientific
theories of politics.

1. Kellstedt and Whitten, Ch. 7.

3.4 Quasi-Experiments (Mar. 24-26)

Quasi-experiments mimic the experimental method, but they do not provide the same degree of control
as experiments. These lectures will describe different ways to isolate causal relations when experimental
control is not available.

1. Kellstedt and Whitten, Ch. 4.3-4.5.

2. Lazarsfeld, et al. The People’s Choice, Ch. 1 & 8 (Canvas).

3. Owsiak, Andrew P. 2013. Democratization and International Border Agreements. The Journal of
Politics, 75(3), pp.717729.

***Bivariate Statistics Assignment due Mar. 26.

3.5 Multivariate Statistical Analysis (Mar. 31-Apr. 2)

When an outcome could be explained by several related variables, bivariate statistics may provide a mis-
leading explanation of the relationship we are interested in. These lectures will discuss the various ways to
describe how two variables covary with one another when there are other variables that could be influencing
the relationship.

1. Kellstedt and Whitten, Ch. 10.

2. Monogan, Ch. 6.

3.6 Sampling and Case Selection (Apr. 7-9)

It is not practical–or necessary–to examine every possible case when testing scientific theories of political
behavior. These lectures will discuss relevant factors that researchers need to consider when collecting cases
to study.

1. Lijphart, Arend. 1971. Comparative Politics and the Comparative Method. American Political Sci-
ence Review, 65(2), pp. 682-693.

2. Geddes, Barbara. 1990. How the Cases You Choose Affect the Answers You Get: Selection Bias in
Comparative Politics.” Political Analysis, 2, pp.131–150.

***Multivariate Statistics Assignment due Apr. 9.
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4 Data Collection

4.1 Archival Research and Content Analysis (Apr. 14-16)

While much political science research involves the examination of live political actors, some questions can
be studied only using records from the past, such as government data, newspaper reports, speeches, and tape
recordings. These lectures discuss the issues involved in trying to use archival records objectively to test
scientific theories of politics.

1. Peake, Jeffrey S. and Matthew Eshbaugh-Soha. 2008. The Agenda-setting Impact of Major Presiden-
tial TV Addresses.” Political Communication, 25(2), pp.113-137.

2. Petrow, Gregory and Terry Sullivan. 2007. Presidential Persuasive Advantage, Compliance-Gaining,
and Sequencing. Congress and the Presidency, 34(2), pp. 35-56.

4.2 Survey Research (Apr. 21-23)

Survey research is one of the dominant means of observing people’s political behavior. These lectures will
discuss how political scientists use surveys for testing theories of politics in a scientific manner.

1. Zaller, John and Stanley Feldman. 1992. A Simple Theory of the Survey Response: Answering
Questions versus Revealing Preferences. American Journal of Political Science, 36(3), pp.579-616.

2. Sullivan, John L., James E. Piereson, and George E. Marcus. 1978. Ideological Constraint in the Mass
Public: A Methodological Critique and Some New Findings. American Journal of Political Science,
22(2), pp.233-49.

4.3 Field Research (Apr. 28)

In many cases, it is preferable to observe the objects of political study in their natural environments. This
lecture describes how political scientists have to conduct themselves when in the “field” in order to have
their presence influence the behavior of their objects of study.

1. Fenno, Richard F. 1986. Observation, Context, and Sequence in the Study of Politics. American
Political Science Review, 80(1), pp. 3-15.

2. Fenno, Richard F. 1977. U.S. House Members in Their Constituencies: An Exploration. American
Political Science Review, 71(3), pp.883-917.

***Research papers are due Apr. 28

5 Conclusion (Apr. 30)

This lecture will provide an overview of the topics covered during the semester to describe an integrated
view of the scientific study of politics.

Final Exam (May 7 10:30 AM)

(Check Registrar’s web-site to confirm date and time http://registrar.unt.edu/exams/final-exam-schedule/

spring)
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