
Political Science 1050: American Government

Professor Paolino Office hours
Wooten 137 Tues 10:00-11:30
565-2315 Thurs 2:00-3:30
paolino@unt.edu

Teaching Assistants
Dan Mintun
(see Blackboard for contact information and office hours)

Pedagogical Goals
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the basic processes of the American political

system. The course will provide students with an understanding of the means by which public prefer-
ences are formed, communicated to political officials, and translated into public policy. The primary
aim of the course is to make students “critical consumers” of public affairs by way of introducing them
to “social science” as a way of thinking about politics. In this approach, students should gain an un-
derstanding of why a ‘high school civics book’ view of politics is simplistic and, instead, acquire the
ability to evaluate how (and when) the interactions of of various self-interested political actors produce
the (often undesirable) political outcomes that we observe.

Course Requirements
Students are responsible for all of the material in the readings and discussed in lectures. Required

texts for the course are: Evans and Michaud, Central Ideas in American Government and the accom-
panying Workbook for 1050. Additional materials may be posted to Blackboard as circumstances arise.
Grades for the course will be based upon 2 in-class exams (each worth 25% of the final grade), a fi-
nal (worth 25% of the final grade), and exercises from the workbook (worth 25% of the final grade).
Questions on the exams will be drawn from both the readings and the lectures. Makeup exams will be
given only for documented absences and, with the exception of extended medical problems or family
emergencies, exams must be made up by the next class period. Any other conflicts with exam times
must be raised at least 3 business (not class) days in advance of the exam. Workbook assignments need
to be completed by class time (8:00 am) of the day listed on the syllabus. There will be no extensions
of the Workbook assignments, so plan your time accordingly to take into account your own schedule
and any unexpected technological problems with Blackboard.

Grades will be posted on Blackboard in a timely fashion. In the event of discrepancies with those
grade records, discrepancies must be resolved within two weeks of their posting and students must
be able to document the discrepancy. If I do not have a record of your taking an exam or doing an
assignment and you cannot produce the evidence that you did the work, your grade on that exam or
assignment will be 0. Finally, keeping apprised of your standing with respect to your grades is your
responsibility. Use the percentages above to calculate a rough estimate of your current grade. The TA
and I will not calculate your overall grade during the semester.

Extra Credit and Grades
You should not expect extra credit. If I do offer extra credit, it is only when I can make it available

to everyone in the class and when it furthers some educational goal that complements the goals of the
course curriculum. I will not offer it as a “do-over” to students who have not completed their work
satisfactorily. If you need a particular grade to graduate, maintain a particular GPA, etc. make sure you
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are putting in the effort to get that grade. If your grade for the first exam does not meet your needs, be
sure to seek help before the second exam. If you wait until after that exam, you may already be in too
deep of a hole.

Classroom Policies
With respect to classroom policies, I assume that you are adults who are either capable of making

your own decisions regarding your best interests or at the time when you need to start learning how to
make such decisions. I also assume that most, if not all, of you are in college to prepare yourself in
some way for professional life beyond college. As such, you should ask yourself whether your actions
in this class are preparing you to conduct yourself successfully in that life.

Attendance is not required. Whether or not you attend lecture is your decision. You are solely
responsible for any consequences of missing lecture. If you miss lecture, check with your classmates
or Blackboard for any announcements, lecture slides, and other materials that can help you catch up on
what you missed. All information from the lectures is fair game for exams.

Please help make the classroom environment conducive to learning. Show respect for others’ opin-
ions, even when you do not agree. Also show respect for your classmates by arriving to class on time
and not getting up to leave or go out before class is over. In rare situations when you cannot make it
on time or need to leave early, please make your entrance/exit as unobtrusive as possible. Students who
repeatedly interrupt class in this manner will be asked to leave or not return. You are free to use laptops
for taking notes (even though research increasingly shows that retention is significantly better if you
take notes by hand), but if your use of your laptop distracts others, then I will ask you to shut it down.
Finally, please remember to turn off and put away your cell phones before lecture. The first time a cell
phone is out, you will be asked to put it away. The second time, you will be asked to leave. During
exams, cell phones and any other electronic devices should be turned off and placed in your bags or
under your seats. If you take these items out during an exam, you will receive a grade of zero for the
exam. Other disruptive behavior not mentioned specifically here will also be treated in a similar manner.

Supplemental Instruction (SI)
This course has an (SI) leader, Audry Salvador (adrianasalvador@my.unt.edu), courtesy of the

Learning Center. SI sessions and Tutoring sessions are led by a student who has been successful with
the course material and has been trained to help students be successful. The Learning Center is free and
voluntary. On average, students who utilize the Learning Center earn a significantly higher course grade
than those who do not.

SI sessions begin the second week of class and continue throughout the semester. Your SI Leader
will facilitate group sessions where students can meet to compare class notes, review and discuss im-
portant concepts, develop strategies for studying, and prepare for exams. A session schedule will be
announced in class, and information about the program and session schedule/updates can be found at
http://learningcenter.unt.edu/si.

One-on-one or small group tutoring is also available in this course. Tutors are available to review
content in an individualized setting and to answer specific questions regarding course material. To re-
quest a face-to-face tutor, visit http://learningcenter.unt.edu/volunteertutoring.
For online tutoring, visit https://unt.upswing.io.

Disabilities Accommodation
The University of North Texas complies with Section 504 of the 1973 Rehabilitation Act and with

the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. The University of North Texas provides academic adjust-
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ments and auxiliary aids to individuals with disabilities, as defined under the law. Among other things,
this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that pro-
vides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you believe you have a disability requiring
accommodation, please see the instructor and/or contact the Office of Disability Accommodation at
940-565-4323 during the first week of class.

Academic Integrity
The Political Science Department adheres to and enforces UNTs policy on academic integrity

(cheating, plagiarism, forgery, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty and sabotage). Students
in this class should review the policy (UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16), which may be found at:

http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_
Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf.

Violations of academic integrity in this course will addressed in compliance with the penalties and
procedures laid out in this policy.

1 Mass Political Behavior

1.1 Public Opinion (Jan. 21-28)

These lectures discuss how we measure public opinion, the manner in which the public forms attitudes,
and the influence of political elites upon the public’s attitudes. These lectures provide the foundation
for understanding the ability of the public to influence public policy.

a. Evans & Michaud Ch. 1.
b. Workbook Ch. 2 (due Jan 28).

1.2 Political Participation (Feb. 2-9)

These lectures continue to describe the means by which citizens can influence public policy, though
through their actions, rather than their beliefs. In particular, these lectures will discuss the different
forms of political participation, how these forms can influence public officials, and the factors that
influence which types of people engage in the different forms of participation.

a. Evans & Michaud Ch. 3.1-3.4 & 3.10-3.13.
b. Workbook Ch. 4 (due Feb. 9).

2 Linkage Institutions

2.1 The News Media (Feb. 11-18)

These lectures examine how the news media connects the mass public to public officials. In particular,
these lectures focus upon how the news media cover politics, the media’s effect upon public opinion,
and the interaction of the news media with the public and political leaders.

a. Evans & Michaud Ch. 5.
b. Workbook Ch. 6 (due Feb. 16).
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2.2 Interest Groups (Feb. 23-Mar. 1)

These lectures look at the role that interest groups play in the political system. Specifically, these lectures
will examine factors that influence how interest groups form to represent special interests, the means
that interest groups use to influence public policy, and the implications for representation.

a. Evans & Michaud Ch. 7.
b. Federalist #10 (see under Course Content or, perhaps, several thousand places on-line).
c. Workbook Ch. 8 (due. Feb 25).

***Mar. 3 — Exam #1 (covers Public Opinion through News Media)

2.3 Political Parties (Mar. 8-22)

These lectures will examine the functions that political parties fulfill in democracies and the develop-
ment of political parties in the United States. These lectures will also discuss the ways in which the
parties provide a link between the public and political leaders in ways that differ from interest groups.

a. Evans & Michaud Ch. 9 & 11.10.
b. Workbook Ch. 10 (due Mar. 10).

***No classes during Spring Break (Mar. 14-20)

3 Campaigns & Elections

3.1 Voting & Elections (Mar. 24-Apr. 7)

These lectures will explore how elected representative are chosen in the United States, for both the
presidency and for Congress. These lectures will address issues related to both the primary and general
elections, such as the rules governing each stage of the process as well as differences in voters’ decision-
making at each stage.

a. Evans & Michaud Ch. 3.5-3.9, 11.1-11.9, & 11.11.
b. Workbook Ch. 12 (due Mar. 29).

4 Public Policy

4.1 Domestic Policy (Apr. 12-19)

This first of three sets of lectures on public policy will discuss the different kinds of social welfare
policies and the process by which policy is developed. These lectures will also address the relationship
between different types of social policy and support for these policies. Attention will also be paid to the
goals and nature of regulatory policy.

a. Evans & Michaud Ch. 13.1-13.12.
b. Workbook Ch. 14 (due Apr. 19).
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***Apr. 14 — Exam #2 (covers Interest Groups through Elections)

4.2 Economic Policy (Apr. 21-26)

These lectures will provide an overview of the goals of economic policy-making, the major approaches
to economic policy, focusing upon a comparison of neo-Classical economics and Keynesian economics,
and the tools by which political leaders try to influence the economy.

a. Evans & Michaud Ch. 13.17-13.19.

4.3 Foreign and Defense Policy (Apr. 28-May 3)

This final series of lectures will examine the goals and tools of American foreign policy. Attention will
also be paid to the various political actors who can influence foreign policy and how their actions are,
in turn, influenced by their political constituencies.

a. Evans & Michaud Ch. 13.13-13.16.
b. Workbook Ch. 15 (due May 3).

Conclusion (May 5)

Final Exam (Check Registrar’s Web Site for Time)
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