
Political Science 1041: Honors American Government
Professor Paolino Office hours:
Wooten 137 Mon, Wed 11:00-12:00
565-2315 Mon 2:00-3:00
paolino@unt.edu and by appointment

Pedagogical Goals
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the basic institutions of the American political system.

The course will provide students with an understanding of the means by which the American government operates.
The primary aim of the course is to help students understand how political institutions operate and influence our
lives by way of introducing them to “social science” as a way of thinking about politics. In this approach, students
should gain an understanding of why a ‘high school civics book’ view of politics is simplistic and, instead, acquire
the ability to evaluate how (and when) the self-interested motives of various political actors interact to produce
the (sometimes undesirable) political outcomes that we observe.

Learning Objectives

1. This class will emphasize development of analytical and evaluative skills through readings from primary
sources, journal articles and other supplementary materials. Toward this end, students should complete
readings from The Federalist Papers and other material to gain an understanding of how the Framers jus-
tified provisions of the Constitution as well as for critically evaluating how these aims apply to modern
American government.

2. This class will encourage students to engage in high-level thinking and learning through activities such
as intensive discussion; writing in small, collaborative learning settings; and research papers and projects.
Toward this end, students will be responsible for working in a group to produce a research paper that
examines a current public policy as it reflects the principles of Americna government covered in class.

3. This class will promote independent thinking by making students accountable for important aspects of their
learning. Toward this end, students are expected to complete assigned reading and use the on-line learning
tool to come to class with some background to allow for discussion of the relevant principles of government.

4. This class will place material in a conceptual context that illustrates its importance and relationship to other
knowledge. Toward this end, students are expected to connect how the structure and operation of the various
governmental institutions to one another.

Course Requirements
Students are responsible for all of the material in the readings and discussed in lectures. The required text

for the course is Patterson, We The People: PSCI 1040 Edition, which can be purchased on-line at reduced cost.
Additional materials may be posted to Blackboard as circumstances arise. Grades for the course will be based
upon 2 in-class exams (each worth 20% of the final grade), a cumulative final (worth 20% of the final grade), on-
line exercises on the reading (worth 20% of the final grade), and a group paper worth 20% of the grade. Students
are required to submit the group paper to Turnitin, a web-based plagiarism detection servicem through the class
Blackboard site. Before submitting your paper to Turnitin, please remove your title page and other personal
information.

Questions on the exams will be drawn from both the readings and the lectures. Makeup exams will be given
only for documented absences and, with the exception of extended medical problems or family emergencies,
exams must be made up by the next class period. Any other conflicts with exam times must be raised at least
3 business–not class–days in advance of the exam. On-line assignments, with the exception of the first two
assignments, need to be completed by class time (11:00 am) when we first discuss a topic in class. There will
be no extensions of the online assignments, so plan your time accordingly to take into account your own schedule
and any unexpected technological problems with Blackboard.
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Extra Credit and Grades
You should not expect extra credit. If I do offer extra credit, it is only when I can make it available to everyone

in the class and when it furthers some educational goal that complements the goals of the course curriculum. I will
not offer it as a “do-over” to students who have not completed their work satisfactorily. If you need a particular
grade to graduate, maintain a particular GPA, etc. make sure you are putting in the effort to get that grade. If your
grade for the first exam does not meet your needs, be sure to seek help before the second exam. If you wait until
after that exam, you may already be in too deep of a hole.

Grades will be posted on Blackboard in a timely fashion. In the event of discrepancies with those grade
records, discrepancies must be resolved within two weeks of their posting and students must be able to document
the discrepancy. If I do not have a record of your taking an exam or doing an assignment and you cannot produce
the evidence that you did the work, your grade on that exam or assignment will be 0. Finally, keeping apprised of
your standing with respect to your grades is your responsibility. Use the percentages above to calculate a rough
estimate of your current grade. I will not calculate your overall grade during the semester.

Classroom Policies
Attendance is not required. Whether or not you attend lecture is your decision. You are solely responsible

for any consequences of missing lecture. That means if you miss lecture, check with your classmates or the
Blackboard site for any announcements and lecture slides. More importantly, if you miss class, be sure to get the
notes from one of your classmates. The lecture slides provide only an outline of discussion. All information from
the lectures is fair game for exams.

Please help make the classroom environment conducive to learning. Show respect for others’ opinions, even
when you do not agree. Also show respect for your classmates by arriving to class on time and not getting up
to leave or go out before class is over. In rare situations when you cannot make it on time or need to leave
early, please make your entrance/exit as unobtrusive as possible. Students who repeatedly interrupt class in this
manner will be asked to leave or not return. You may use laptops (tablet, etc.) during class, but if you are using
it for purposes other than taking notes that are distracting other students, you will be barred from further use of
these devices. (Note, there is a growing body of convincing research that indicates that using laptops actually hurts
students’ performance in class. While it’s possible that you’re the exception to these findings, I would recommend
that you reach such a conclusion only after conducting a rigorously controlled experiment, with the appropriate
data analysis.) Finally, please remember to put away your cell phones and disable ringtones before lecture. During
exams, cell phones and any other electronic devices should be turned off and placed in your bags or under your
seats. If you take these items out during an exam, you will receive a grade of zero for the exam. Other disruptive
behavior not mentioned specifically here will also be treated in a similar manner.

Department Statement of ADA Compliance:
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Stu-

dents seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify
their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered
to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommoda-
tions at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester
to avoid any delay in implementation.

Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each
faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Ac-
commodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.

Department Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism:
Academic Integrity is defined in the UNT Policy on Student Standards for Academic Integrity. Cheating and

plagiarism include the use of unauthorized books, notes, or otherwise securing help in a test; copying others’
tests, assignments, reports, or term papers; representing the work of another as one’s own; collaborating without
authority with another student during an examination or in preparing academic work; or otherwise practicing
scholastic dishonesty. Any suspected case of Academic Dishonesty will be handled in accordance with the Uni-
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versity Policy and procedures. Possible academic penalties range from a verbal or written admonition to a grade
of F in the course. Further sanctions may apply to incidents involving major violations. You will find the policy
and procedures at: http://facultysuccess.unt.edu/academic-integrity.

Normally, the minimum penalty for cheating or plagiarism is a grade of “F” in the course. Determination
of cheating or plagiarism shall be made by the instructor in the course, or by the field faculty in the case of
departmental exams. Students may appeal any decision under this policy by following the procedures laid down
in the UNT Policy on Student Standards for Academic Integrity.

Introduction (Aug. 24)

1 Foundations

1.1 The Constitution (Aug. 26-Sep. 2)
These lectures will discuss the conditions that led to the design of the US Constitution and the document’s influ-
ence upon the structure of American government.

a. Patterson Ch. 1 & 2.
b. The Constitution
c. Dahl, “How Democratic is the Constutition?”
d. On-line assignment (LearnSmart Ch. 1 & 2) due Sep. 2

=⇒ No class for Labor Day holiday (Sep. 7)

1.2 Federalism (Sep. 4-11)
These lectures describe the federal nature of the American government and examine how the balance between
state and national government has changed over time.

a. Patterson Ch. 3.
b. Beer, “Federalism, Nationalism, and Democracy in America”
c. On-line assignment (LearnSmart Ch. 3) due Sep. 9

2 Institutions

2.1 Congress (Sep. 14-23)
These lectures examine the organization of Congress, how that organization shapes the behavior of the member-
ship, and the resulting effect upon the legislative process.

a. Patterson Ch. 6.
b. Federalist Papers #51.
c. On-line assignment (LearnSmart Ch. 6) due Sep. 14

2.2 Presidency (Sep. 25-Oct. 2)
These lectures look at the development of presidential powers and how those powers influence the behavior of the
office’s occupant.

a. Patterson Ch. 7.
b. Federalist Papers #70.
c. On-line assignment (LearnSmart Ch. 7) due Sep. 25

3



***Oct. 5 — Exam #1 (covers The Constitution through Congress)

2.3 Bureaucracy (Oct. 7-14)
These lectures will examine the evolution and organization of bureaucracies in the executive branch. Particular at-
tention will be paid to how these organizations are able to act within the confines of congressional and presidential
influence.

a. Patterson Ch. 8.
b. Federalist Papers #76
c. On-line assignment (LearnSmart Ch. 8) due Oct. 7

2.4 Courts (Oct. 16-23)
These lectures will explore the nature of the American judicial system, with special attention given to the Supreme
Court and how its justices approach interpreting the law.

a. Patterson Ch. 9.
b. Federalist Papers #78.
c. On-line assignment (LearnSmart Ch. 9) due Oct. 16

3 Civil Liberties and Rights

3.1 Civil Liberties (Oct. 26-Nov. 2)
These lectures will look at the protection of an individual’s rights from infringement by the government. Special
attention will be given to current issues concerning the conflict between individual rights and national security.

a. Patterson Ch. 4.
b. “Are Civil Liberties at Risk in the War on Terror?” http://www.cato.org/policy-report/
septemberoctober-2007/are-civil-liberties-risk-war-terror
c. On-line assignment (LearnSmart Ch. 4) due Oct. 26

***Nov. 4 — Exam #2 (covers Presidency through Courts)

3.2 Civil Rights (Nov. 6-11)
These lectures will examine the extension of rights to groups that protect members of these groups from harm-
ful action by the government and private individuals. Special attention will be given to the conflict between
individuals’ and groups’ rights.

a. Patterson Ch. 5
b. “The Case for Reparations” http://www.theatlantic.com/features/archive/2014/
05/the-case-for-reparations/361631/
c. “The Impossibility of Reparations” http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/
2014/06/the-impossibility-of-reparations/372041/?single_page=true
d. On-line assignment (LearnSmart Ch. 5) due Nov. 6
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4 Texas Government

4.1 Texas Government I (Nov. 13-18)
The first of this final series of lectures will examine the conditions that led to the design of the Texas Constitution.
The focus of these lectures will be on comparing these conditions with the conditions surrounding the founding
of the US as a means of understanding how political circumstances influence political actors’ choices.

a. Patterson Ch. 10 & 11.
b. On-line assignment (LearnSmart Ch. 10 & 11) due Nov. 13

4.2 Texas Government II (Nov. 20-25)
The second of this final series of lectures will examine the structure of the legislative and executive branches
in Texas. Comparison with the national government will show how differences in the rules governing political
institutions can produce different political outcomes.

a. Patterson Ch. 12 & 13.
b. On-line assignment (LearnSmart Ch.12 & 13) due Nov. 20

Paper Presentations (Nov. 30-Dec. 2)

Final Exam (Check Registrar’s Web Site for Time–Currently, Dec. 5 8:00-10:00 AM)
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