
Political Science 1041: American Government
Professor Paolino Office hours
Wooten 137 Tues 11:00-12:00
565-2315 Wed 11:00-12:00
paolino@unt.edu Thurs 1:00-2:00

Pedagogical Goals
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the basic structures of the American political system.

The course will provide students with a basic understanding of the means by which the American government
operates. The primary aim of the course is to help students understand how political institutions operate and
influence our lives by way of introducing them to “social science” as a way of thinking about politics. In this
approach, students should gain an understanding of why a ‘high school civics book’ view of politics is simplistic
and, instead, acquire the ability to evaluate how (and when) the self-interested motives of various political actors
interact to produce the (often undesirable) political outcomes that we observe.

Course Requirements
Students are responsible for all of the material in the readings and discussed in lectures. Required texts for

the course are: Patterson, We The People: PSCI 1040 Edition, which can be purchased on-line at reduced cost.
Additional materials may be posted to Blackboard as circumstances arise. Grades for the course will be based
upon 2 in-class exams (each worth 15% of the final grade), a non-cumulative final (worth 15% of the final grade),
on-line exercises on the reading (worth 35% of the final grade), and a group paper worth 20% of the grade.
Questions on the exams will be drawn from both the readings and the lectures. Makeup exams will be given only
for documented absences and, with the exception of extended medical problems or family emergencies, exams
must be made up by the next class period. Any other conflicts with exam times must be raised at least 3 business–
not class–days in advance of the exam. On-line assignments, with the exception of the first assignment, need to
be completed by class time (2:00 pm) when we first discuss a topic in class. There will be no extensions of the
online assignments, so plan your time accordingly to take into account your own schedule and any unexpected
technological problems with Blackboard.

Extra Credit and Grades
You should not expect extra credit. If I do offer extra credit, it is only when I can make it available to everyone

in the class and when it furthers some educational goal that complements the goals of the course curriculum. I will
not offer it as a “do-over” to students who have not completed their work satisfactorily. If you need a particular
grade to graduate, maintain a particular GPA, etc. make sure you are putting in the effort to get that grade. If your
grade for the first exam does not meet your needs, be sure to seek help before the second exam. If you wait until
after that exam, you may already be in too deep of a hole.

Grades will be posted on Blackboard in a timely fashion. In the event of discrepancies with those grade
records, discrepancies must be resolved within two weeks of their posting and students must be able to document
the discrepancy. If I do not have a record of your taking an exam or doing an assignment and you cannot produce
the evidence that you did the work, your grade on that exam or assignment will be 0. Finally, keeping apprised of
your standing with respect to your grades is your responsibility. Use the percentages above to calculate a rough
estimate of your current grade. I will not calculate your overall grade during the semester.

Classroom Policies
Attendance is not required. Whether or not you attend lecture is your decision. You are solely responsible

for any consequences of missing lecture. That means if you miss lecture, check with your classmates or the
Blackboard site for any announcements and lecture slides. More importantly, if you miss class, be sure to get the
notes from one of your classmates. The lecture slides provide only an outline of discussion. All information from
the lectures is fair game for exams.

Please help make the classroom environment conducive to learning. Show respect for others’ opinions, even
when you do not agree. Also show respect for your classmates by arriving to class on time and not getting up to
leave or go out before class is over. In rare situations when you cannot make it on time or need to leave early,
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please make your entrance/exit as unobtrusive as possible. Students who repeatedly interrupt class in this manner
will be asked to leave or not return. Finally, please remember to turn off and put away your cell phones before
lecture. The first time a cell phone is out, you will be asked to put it away. The second time, you will be asked to
leave. During exams, cell phones and any other electronic devices should be turned off and placed in your bags or
under your seats. If you take these items out during an exam, you will receive a grade of zero for the exam. Other
disruptive behavior not mentioned specifically here will also be treated in a similar manner.

Disabilities Accommodation:
The University of North Texas complies with Section 504 of the 1973 Rehabilitation Act and with the Amer-

icans with Disabilities Act of 1990. The University of North Texas provides academic adjustments and auxiliary
aids to individuals with disabilities, as defined under the law. Among other things, this legislation requires that all
students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of
their disabilities. If you believe you have a disability requiring accommodation, please see the instructor and/or
contact the Office of Disability Accommodation at 940-565-4323 during the first week of class.

Academic Integrity:
The Political Science Department adheres to and enforces UNTs policy on academic integrity (cheating, pla-

giarism, forgery, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty and sabotage). Students in this class should review
the policy (UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16), which may be located at:

http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_
Integrity.pdf.

Violations of academic integrity in this course will addressed in compliance with the penalties and procedures laid
out in this policy.

1 Foundations

1.1 The Constitution (Jan. 16-23)
These lectures will discuss the conditions that led to the design of the US Constitution and the document’s influ-
ence upon the structure of American government.

a. Patterson Ch. 1 & 2.
b. The Constitution
c. On-line assignment (LearnSmart Ch. 1 & 2) due Jan. 21

1.2 Federalism (Jan. 28-Feb. 4)
These lectures describe the federal nature of the American government and examine how the balance between
state and national government has changed over time.

a. Patterson Ch. 3.
b. On-line assignment (LearnSmart Ch. 3) due Jan. 28

2 Institutions

2.1 Congress (Feb. 6-13)
These lectures examine the organization of Congress, how that organization shapes the behavior of the member-
ship, and the resulting effect upon the legislative process.

a. Patterson Ch. 6.
b. On-line assignment (LearnSmart Ch. 6) due Feb. 6
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2.2 Presidency (Feb. 18-25)
These lectures look at the development of presidential powers and how those powers influence the behavior of the
office’s occupant.

a. Patterson Ch. 7.
b. On-line assignment (LearnSmart Ch. 7) due Feb. 20

***Feb. 27 — Exam #1 (covers The Constitution through Congress)

2.3 Bureaucracy (Mar. 4-6)
These lectures will examine the evolution and organization of bureaucracies in the executive branch. Particular at-
tention will be paid to how these organizations are able to act within the confines of congressional and presidential
influence.

a. Patterson Ch. 8.
b. On-line assignment (LearnSmart Ch. 8) due Mar. 4

2.4 Courts (Mar. 18-25)
These lectures will explore the nature of the American judicial system, with special attention given to the Supreme
Court and how its justices approach interpreting the law.

a. Patterson Ch. 9.
b. On-line assignment (LearnSmart Ch. 9) due Mar. 18

3 Civil Liberties and Rights

3.1 Civil Liberties (Mar. 27-Apr. 1)
These lectures will look at the protection of an individual’s rights from infringement by the government. Special
attention will be given to current issues concerning the conflict between individual rights and national security.

a. Patterson Ch. 4.
b. On-line assignment (LearnSmart Ch. 4) due Mar. 27

***Apr. 3 — Exam #2 (covers Presidency through Courts)

3.2 Civil Rights (Apr. 8-10)
These lectures will examine the extension of rights to groups that protect members of these groups from harm-
ful action by the government and private individuals. Special attention will be given to the conflict between
individuals’ and groups’ rights.

a. Patterson Ch. 5
b. On-line assignment (LearnSmart Ch. 5) due Apr. 8
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4 Texas Government

4.1 Texas Government I (Apr. 15-17)
The first of this final series of lectures will examine the conditions that led to the design of the Texas Constitution.
The focus of these lectures will be on comparing these conditions with the conditions surrounding the founding
of the US as a means of understanding how political circumstances influence political actors’ choices.

a. Patterson Ch. 10 & 11.
b. On-line assignment due Apr. 15

4.2 Texas Government II (Apr. 22-24)
The second of this final series of lectures will examine the structure of the legislative and executive branches
in Texas. Comparison with the national government will show how differences in the rules governing political
institutions can produce different political outcomes.

a. Patterson Ch. 12 & 13.
b. On-line assignment due Apr. 22

4.3 Paper Presentations (Apr. 29-May 1)

Final Exam (Check Registrar’s Web Site for Time)
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