
Political Science 1051: American Government

Professor Paolino Office hours
Wooten 137 Mon 10:00-12:00
565-2315 Wed 5:30-6:30
paolino@unt.edu by appointment

Pedagogical Goals
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the basic processes of the American political

system. The course will provide students with a basic understanding of the means by which public pref-
erences are formed, communicated to political officials, and translated into public policy. The primary
aim of the course is to make students “critical consumers” of public affairs by way of introducing them
to “social science” as a way of thinking about politics. In this approach, students should gain an under-
standing of why a ‘high school civics book’ view of politics is simplistic and, instead, acquire the ability
to evaluate how (and when) the self-interested motives of various political actors interact to produce the
(often undesirable) political outcomes that we observe.

Course Requirements
Students are responsible for all of the material in the readings and discussed in lectures. Required

texts for the course are: Fiorina, et al., The New American Democracy, which can be purchased either
as hard copy from the bookstore or at lower cost for the on-line version. Additional materials may be
posted to Blackboard as circumstances arise. Grades for the course will be based upon 2 in-class exams
(each worth 20% of the final grade), a final (worth 25% of the final grade), on-line quizzes on the reading
(worth 15% of the final grade), a paper on one aspect of one of the case studies (worth 15% of the final
grade), and 5% for participation (which involved providing feedback from the lectures). Questions on
the exams will be drawn from both the readings and the lectures. Makeup exams will be given only for
documented absences and, with the exception of extended medical problems or family emergencies,
exams must be made up by the next class period. Any other conflicts with exam times must be raised at
least 3 business–not class–days in advance of the exam.

All quizzes for the readings will be done on Blackboard. On-line quizzes need to be completed
by the time we discuss a topic in class (e.g. quizzes regarding the chapter on Public Opinion must be
completed by Jan. 16 by 9 AM). Reading quizzes submitted after the due date will not be accepted.
For each quiz, you will have 15 minutes once you start the quiz to answer 15 questions. You have
two attempts only–no exceptions–so be sure that you do not begin the quiz until you have done the
reading, have 15 minutes when you will not be interrupted, and are taking the exam in a place with a
good internet connection (on campus, for example). You may use your textbook during the quiz, but be
aware that you will probably not be able to answer most of the questions if you have not read the chapter
before. Over the course of the semester, there are 10 quizzes. Your grade for the reading quizzes will
the average of your 9 best scores. Also be aware, the questions you will have to answer on your second
attempt at a quiz will almost certainly not be the same ones from your first attempt.

Fifteen percent of your grade will be based upon a paper assignment that asks you to apply material
from the first part of the course to and conduct additional research regarding one of two areas: health
care reform or redistribution. You will work on the paper with a partner on a topic that is assigned
(although, you are free to “trade” your assignment with another group, but you must inform me of the
change). More specific details on the paper will be provided later in the semester.

1



Finally, attendance is not generally required, but 5% of your final grade will be based upon attending
lecture and providing feedback to the instructor through Blackboard e-mail regarding points from that
day’s lecture that you thought were clear and points that you thought were not clear. This feedback needs
to be sent to the instructor following class that day so that feedback can be addressed in the following
class in order to count toward participation. Credit will be given for feedback that is specific about
which topics addressed in the lecture what were clear or not clear. No credit will be given for feedback
such as, “everything was clear” or “I didn’t understand that part at the end.”

Extra Credit and Grades
Aside from the extra credit available from the learning assessment exams, you should not expect

extra credit. If I do offer extra credit, it is only when I can make it available to everyone in the class
and when it furthers some educational goal that complements the goals of the course curriculum. I will
not offer it as a “do-over” to students who have not completed their work satisfactorily. If you need a
particular grade to graduate, maintain a particular GPA, etc. make sure you are putting in the effort to
get that grade. If your grade for the first exam does not meet your needs, be sure to seek help before the
second exam. If you wait until after that exam, you may already be in too deep of a hole.

Grades will be posted on Blackboard in a timely fashion. In the event of discrepancies with those
grade records, discrepancies must be resolved within two weeks of their posting and students must be
able to document the discrepancy. If I do not have a record of your taking an exam or completing an
assignment and you cannot produce the evidence that you did the work, your grade on that exam or
assignment will be 0. Finally, keeping apprised of your standing with respect to your grades is your
responsibility. Use the percentages above to calculate a rough estimate of your current grade. I will not
calculate your overall grade during the semester.

Classroom Policies
Attendance is required only for the days when you are asked to provide feedback. Whether or not

you attend lecture on other days is your decision. You are solely responsible for any consequences of
missing lecture. That means if you miss lecture, check with your classmates or the Blackboard site for
any announcements and lecture slides. More importantly, if you miss class, be sure to get the notes from
one of your classmates. The lecture slides provide only an outline of discussion. All information from
the lectures is fair game for exams.

Please help make the classroom environment conducive to learning. Show respect for others’ opin-
ions, even when you do not agree. Also show respect for your classmates by arriving to class on time
and not getting up to leave or go out before class is over. In rare situations when you cannot make it
on time or need to leave early, please make your entrance/exit as unobtrusive as possible. Students who
repeatedly interrupt class in this manner will be asked to leave or not return. Finally, please remember
to turn off and put away your cell phones before lecture. The first time a cell phone is out, you will be
asked to put it away. The second time, you will be asked to leave. During exams, cell phones and any
other electronic devices should be turned off and placed in your bags or under your seats. If you take
these items out during an exam, you will receive a grade of zero for the exam. Other disruptive behavior
not mentioned specifically here will also be treated in a similar manner.

Disabilities Accommodation:
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students

with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Dis-
ability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA
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will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private
discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at
any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible
in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new
letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to
implementation in each class.

For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http:
//www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940-565-4323.

Academic Integrity:
The UNT Code of Student Conduct and Discipline defines cheating and plagiarism as the

use of unauthorized books, notes, or otherwise securing help in a test; copying others’ tests,
assignments, reports, or term papers; representing the work of another as one’s own; collabo-
rating without authority with another student during an examination or in preparing academic
work; or otherwise practicing scholastic dishonesty.

The Political Science Department adheres to and enforces UNTs policy on academic in-
tegrity (cheating, plagiarism, forgery, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty and sabo-
tage). Students in this class should review the policy (UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16),
which may be located at:

http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/
7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf.

Violations of academic integrity in this course will addressed in compliance with the penalties
and procedures laid out in this policy.

1 Mass Political Behavior

1.1 Public Opinion (Jan. 16-25)

These lectures will discuss how we measure public opinion, the manner in which the public
forms attitudes, and the influence of political elites upon the public’s attitudes. These lectures
provide the foundation for understanding the ability of the public to influence public policy.

a. Fiorina, et al. Ch. 5. (reading quiz due by 9 AM Jan. 16).

***No class for Martin Luther King holiday (Jan. 21)

1.2 Political Participation (Jan. 28-Feb. 1)

These lectures continue to describe the means by which citizens can influence public policy,
though through their actions, rather than their beliefs. In particular, these lectures will discuss
the different forms of political participation, how these forms can influence public officials, and
the factors that influence which types of people engage in the different forms of participation.

a. Fiorina, et al. Ch. 6. (reading quiz due by 9 AM Jan. 28).
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2 Linkage Institutions

2.1 The News Media (Feb. 4-8)

These lectures examine how the news media connects the mass public to public officials. In
particular, these lectures focus upon how the news media cover politics, the media’s effect upon
public opinion, and the interaction of the news media with the public and political leaders.

a. Fiorina, et al. Ch. 9. (reading quiz due by 9 AM Feb. 4).

2.2 Interest Groups (Feb. 11-15)

These lectures look at the role that interest groups play in the political system. Specifically,
these lectures will examine factors that influence how interest groups form to represent special
interests, the means that interest groups use to influence public policy, and the implications for
representation.

a. Fiorina, et al. Ch. 7. (reading quiz due by 9 AM Feb. 11).
b. Federalist #10

***Feb. 18 — Exam #1 (covers Public Opinion through News Media)

2.3 Political Parties (Feb. 20-25)

These lectures will examine the functions that political parties fulfill in democracies and the
development of political parties in the United States. These lectures will also discuss the ways
in which the parties provide a link between the public and political leaders in ways that differ
from interest groups.

a. Fiorina, et al. Ch. 8. (reading quiz due by 9 AM Feb. 20).

3 Campaigns and Elections

3.1 Presidential Elections (Feb. 27-Mar. 6)

These lectures will explore how the president in chosen in the United States. These lectures
will address issues related to both the primary and general elections, such as the rules governing
each stage of the process as well as differences in voters’ decision-making at each stage.

a. Fiorina, et al. Ch. 10. (reading quiz due by 9 AM Feb. 27).

3.2 Congressional Elections (Mar. 8-20)

These lectures will compare the process by which members of Congress are elected with that
by which the president is elected. Special attention will be paid to the role of candidate quality,
progressive ambition, and campaign finance in congressional elections and the implications for
political representation.

a. Fiorina, et al. Ch. 11. (reading quiz due by 9 AM Mar. 8).
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***No classes during Spring Break (Mar. 11-15)

***Mar. 22 — Exam #2 (covers Interest Groups through Presidential Elections)

4 Public Policy

4.1 Domestic Policy (Mar. 25-29)

This first of three sets of lectures on public policy will discuss the different kinds of social wel-
fare policies and the process by which policy is developed. These lectures will also address the
relationship between different types of social policy and support for these policies. Attention
will also be paid to the goals and nature of regulatory policy.

a. Fiorina, et al. Ch. 18. (reading quiz due by 9 AM Mar. 25).

4.2 Economic Policy (Apr. 1-5)

These three lectures will provide an overview of the goals of economic policy-making, the
major approaches to economic policy, focusing upon a comparison of neo-Classical economics
and Keynesian economics, and the tools by which political leaders try to influence the economy.

a. Fiorina, et al. Ch. 19. (reading quiz due by 9 AM Apr. 1).

4.3 Foreign and Defense Policy (Apr. 8-15)

This final series of general lectures will examine the goals and tools of American foreign policy.
Attention will also be paid to the various political actors who can influence foreign policy and
how their actions are, in turn, influenced by their political constituencies.

a. Fiorina, et al. Ch. 20. (reading quiz due by 9 AM Apr. 8).

5 Case Studies

5.1 Health Care Reform (Apr. 17-22)

This first case study will examine the development and passage of the Patient Protection and
Affordable Health Care Act. The objective of this section is for students to see how earlier
sections of the course can help us understand why the evolution of the Patient Protection and
Affordable Health Care Act.

a. Jacobs and Skocpol Health Care Reform and American Politics: What Everyone
Needs to Know
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5.2 Redistributive Politics (Apr. 24-May 1)

This second case study will look more broadly at how economic policies have affected the
middle class in America. The objective of this section is for students to see how earlier sections
of the course can help us understand a central question concerning political science: “Who gets
what, when, and how.”

a. Smith Who Stole the American Dream?

***Papers Due May 1)

Final Exam (May 8)*

*Check Registrar’s Web Site for Time
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