ITAL 2040.001
MWF 10:10-11:00, LANG 205	AUTUNNO 2026
Intermediate Italian I
Department of World Languages, Literatures, and Cultures, University of North Texas

Instructor
Paola Malaspina	Office: Lang 407-C
Office Hours: M & W 1:05-2:05, or by appointment.	Email: Paola.Malaspina@unt.edu
Course Description

ITAL 2040 aims to reinforce and expand students’ comprehension of Italian grammar while building the skills necessary for communication at a more sophisticated level. The course will develop students’ faculties with Italian by increased contact with authentic cultural and linguistic materials, and by fostering self-expression.
Course Materials

· New Italian Espresso: beginner and pre-intermediate (paper textbook) updated edition, ALMA Edizioni. ISBN 8861827241
· New Italian Espresso Workbook, ALMA Edizioni. ISBN 8861827284. The workbook provides additional practice and includes access to digital interactive activities.

Paper dictionaries are always helpful as well as www.wordreference.com.
Learning Outcomes
By the end of this course, students will be able to
· Improve reading comprehension
· Narrate past events effectively
· Discuss the future and give commands
· Deploy and comprehend increasingly sophisticated structures
· Develop their flexibility, fluency, and elegance of expression
· Reflect on the linguistic and cultural features of Italy as it relates to their home culture
Course Overview

FREQUENZA (ATTENDANCE): As in all language courses, attendance and punctuality are essential to success in ITAL 2040. Each unexcused absence over 3 will result in a 3% deduction from your attendance average (100% > 97% > 94% > etc...). Documentation (a school event or illness) must be provided in order to excuse an absence.

In the instance of absences, please connect/exchange information with a classmate(s) to catch up on what you missed in class and what is expected of you for the following class.

RENDIMENTO IN CLASSE (PARTICIPATION AND PREPAREDNESS): Learning a communicative skill like Italian requires intellectual effort and regular practice. Our class activities have been designed with this in mind, and your enthusiastic engagement on a daily basis will have a significant impact on your ultimate performance. Your participation grade will be assessed based on things like arriving on time and being prepared for class (see syllabus!), speaking Italian whenever possible, bringing your textbook, staying on-task, working

productively in groups, volunteering to read or answer questions; basically, your participation grade will reflect the degree to which you are promoting a positive learning environment for yourself and your classmates.
Naturally, you cannot participate when absent, even in legitimate circumstances so it is up to you to make up for it outside of class.

COMPITO (HOMEWORK): The work you do OUTSIDE of class is very important. Your workbook for this course will be a paper copy. You will be assigned workbook activities at the beginning of each chapter. You will have the course of the entire chapter to complete these exercises at your own pace and they will be due the night before the chapter exam. No late homework activities will be accepted—no exceptions! This is to be fair to your fellow classmates who make the effort to complete them on time. I do not recommend waiting until the night before the exam to complete all activities, but you are free to do what works best for you.

Also remember that I, as your language guide, can only do so much in class and it is up to you to complete all work outside of class and supplement with whatever materials you are drawn to! (movies, music, poetry, Instagram pages, etc...)
Instagram page: @untitalian

ESAMI (TESTS): There will be four equally weighted tests this semester. Each will cover approximately one chapter of the textbook. Please see and highlight the pre-chosen exam dates below. No make-up tests will be given without formal documentation excusing the absence. Each test will be a comprehensive review of the chapter with either a listening activity or a reading comprehension included.

ESAME FINALE (FINAL EXAM): Your final exam will be administered online via BlinkLearning (your homework platform) on the scheduled day. It will be cumulative.
Final Grade
Attendance: 20%
Participation and Preparation: 20% Homework: 20%
Chapter exams: 20%
Final Exam: 20%

TOTALE 100%

Free Italian tutoring will be available this semester with Tara Conti (TaraConti@my.unt.edu). The tutoring schedule for Fall semester will be as follows:

· Mon/Weds 4-5PM
· Fridays 12:30-1:30PM
Course Policies and General Information
PROTOCOL FOR THE USE OF ELECTRONIC DEVICES DURING IN-PERSON CLASS MEETINGS:
Please don’t. Electronic devices, including cell phones, computers, tablets, et cetera, should be turned off and stashed out of sight upon entering the room, if not before. This includes viewing the e-text in class, as well as using online dictionaries. (If you are authorized to use an electronic device by the Office of Disability Access, please let me know and we can work something out.)

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: I expect you to conform to the highest standard of academic integrity. Using online translation tools other than simple dictionaries, passing off someone else’s work as your own, pulling shenanigans during quizzes and tests, or any other form of academic misrepresentation will be both punished in

this course (at minimum, a grade of zero on the assignment in question) and reported to Academic Affairs. If you are unsure as to whether something is all right, it is probably not, but you are welcome to check with me or consult the University Policy on Academic Dishonesty.

S.P.O.T. EVALUATIONS: At the end of term, you will receive an e-mail with a link to a confidential survey to evaluate this class. Please take the time to fill this out: I read the surveys and appreciate your honest feedback.

DISABILITY ACCOMMODATION: The University of North Texas makes reasonable accommodation for students with disabilities. Students needing a reasonable academic accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the student will request their letter of accommodation. ODA will provide faculty with a reasonable accommodation letter via email to begin a private discussion regarding a student’s specific needs in a course. Students may request reasonable accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to meet with faculty regarding their accommodations during office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information, refer to the Office of Disability Access website.

ODA Faculty Guide: https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/office-disability-access/faculty/faculty-guide/index.html  

ACCEPTABLE STUDENT BEHAVIOR: Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/07.012_CodeofConduct_2013_0.pdf

SEXUAL DISCRIMINATION, HARASSMENT, & ASSAULT: UNT is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of discrimination and sexual harassment, including sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. If you (or someone you know) has experienced or experiences any of these acts of aggression, please know that you are not alone. The federal Title IX law makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses. UNT has staff members trained to support you in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and housing accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and more.

UNT’s Dean of Students’ website offers a range of on-campus and off-campus resources to help support survivors, depending on their unique needs: http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources.

The UNT Survivor Advocates can be reached by emailing SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu or calling 940-565-2648. The UNT Survivor Advocates connect students who have been impacted by violence to resources (counseling, health, safety, academics, legal, etc.), and act as their advocate. They can assist a student by filing protective
orders, completing crime victim’s compensation applications, contacting professors for absences related to an assault, working with housing to facilitate a room change (if needed), and connecting students to the many other resources that are available, both on and off campus. They are here to help! For more information see https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/sexual-misconduct/reporting-sexual-misconduct


ITAL 2040 Course Schedule
SETTIMANA 1 – Introduzione e ripasso
17 agosto (lunedì). Introduzione al corso. Conversazione: Che cosa avete fatto durante le vacanze?
19 agosto (mercoledì). Unità 9: La famiglia. Pp.147-148
21 agosto (venerdì). Pp. 148-150
SETTIMANA 2
24 agosto (lunedì). Pp. 150-152
26 agosto (mercoledì). Pp. 152-154
28 agosto (venerdì). Pp. 155-157
SETTIMANA 3
31 agosto. Pp. 158- 159
2 settembre. Pp. 160 – 161 (ripasso)
4 settembre. P. 162 (Videoteca e ripasso)
SETTIMANA 4
7 settembre. Non c’è lezione! (Work on homework!)
9 settembre. Esame Unità 9
11 settembre. Unità 10: Sapori d’Italia. Pp. 163-164

SETTIMANA 5
14 settembre. Pp. 165-166 (come fare gli spaghetti alla carbonara)
16 settembre. Pp. 167-168
18 settembre. Pp. 168 - 170
SETTIMANA 6
21 settembre. Pp. 171 – 173 (ripasso)
23 settembre. Pp. 174 – 177 (ripasso)
25 settembre. P. 178 (Videoteca e ripasso)
SETTIMANA 7
28 settembre. Esame Unità 10
30 settembre. Unità 11: Fare Acquisti. Pp. 179-180
2 ottobre. Pp. 181-182 (il futuro)
SETTIMANA 8
5 ottobre. Pp. 182-183
7 ottobre. Pp. 183- 184
9 ottobre. Pp. 184 - 185
SETTIMANA 9
12 ottobre. Pp. 186-187
14 ottobre. Pp. 188-189
16 ottobre: Pp. 190-193 (ripasso)
SETTIMANA 10
19 ottobre. P. 194 (videoteca e ripasso)
21 ottobre. Esame Unità 11
23 ottobre. Unità 12: Il mondo che cambia. Pp. 195-196


SETTIMANA 11
26 ottobre. Pp. 197-198 (L’imperfetto!)
28 ottobre. Pp. 198-200
30 ottobre. Pp. 200-201

SETTIMANA 12
2 novembre. Pp. 202-203
4 novembre. Pp. 204-205
6 novembre. Pp. 206-207
SETTIMANA 13
9 novembre. P. 208 (Videoteca e ripasso)
11 novembre. Ripasso: il passato prossimo e l’imperfetto
13 novembre. Ripasso
SETTIMANA 14
16 novembre. Esame Unità 12
18 novembre. Gioco/canzone/cultura
20 novembre. Gioco/canzone/ cultura (seconda parte)
SETTIMANA 15
23 -27 novembre. Vacanze di Ringraziamento! Non c’è lezione!
SETTIMANA 16 – Ripasso
30 novembre. Ripasso
2 dicembre. Ripasso
4 dicembre. Reading Day! Non c’è lezione!
ESAME FINALE: 2040.001: Wednesday, December 9, 8-10 am
