
University of North Texas 

Department of Anthropology 

ANTH 3700.001 Peoples and Cultures of South Asia 
Instructor: Dr. Pankaj Jain 
Office: 308K Chilton Hall, (940) 369-6980 
E-mail: Pankaj.jain@unt.edu 
Class day and time: M/W/F 11-11:50am 120 ENV 
Office Hours: M/W/F 9.30 – 11am and by appointment 
  
Teaching Assistant: Megan Gorby (MeganGorby@my.unt.edu) 
Office Hours: M/W/F 9.30 – 10.30am 
  
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The cultural wealth and diversity of South Asia (India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, and 
Sri Lanka) mainly comes to the attention of the American public in the form of brief news 
reports on sectarian and other violence or concerning interruptions of national and international 
political processes. This course is designed for those who want to know more about how 
members of the culturally, religiously, and professionally diverse population of this important 
region actually experience, manage, and find meaning in their everyday lives. Anthropologists, 
historians, folklorists, and scholars of religion, media and cultural studies all contribute different 
insights on this subject. The broad-ranging essay collection of Mines and Lamb, (eds.), Everyday 
Life in South Asia, will ground the course, balanced with recent documentary and feature films. 
  

REQUIRED TEXTS 

Mines, Diane P., and Sarah Lamb, eds., Everyday Life in South Asia, Indiana U. Press, 2010 
(second edition). Available at UNT bookstore. 
AND 
Jain, Pankaj. Dharma and Ecology of Hindu Communities. 1st edition, 2011, Ashgate Publishing. Buy 
it fromhttp://www.ashgate.com/isbn/9781409405917 And use this discount code to get 35% 
discount: PJDEUS35. Alternatively, place	  your	  order	  by	  calling	  Ashgate	  directly	  at:	  802-‐276-‐3162	  
ext.	  302. 
	   

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

By the end of this course, students will have: 
1. familiarized themselves with a general picture of South Asian societies and cultures, from 
written case studies and sample documentary films, 
2. read and evaluated short case studies on the region written from different perspectives 
(sociology, anthropology, history, religious studies) and 
3. had practice in interpreting indigenous folk narratives told in feature films as kinds of artistic 
representations of social settings and groups. 



Course Meetings 
Lecture 
Days: M/W/F 
Time: 11.00 - 11:50am 
120 ENV 

  
Blackboard Website (http://learn.unt.edu) 
You are expected to check the course website periodically because occasional readings in PDF 
format or other information germane to the class will be conveyed through this medium. All 
assignments are also to be submitted online. 
  
Grading 
Grade Components 

Component Weight Details 

Participation in 
class and on the 
Blackboard 
discussion board 

25% 

Students are expected to come to class having completed 
all written, readings, and viewing assignments and should 
be prepared to actively participate in meaningful 
discussion about readings in question and/or complete a 
short fact-quiz (these will be occasional, but usually 
unannounced). Active participation includes sharing your 
questions and comments about the readings with the 
class, engaging your classmates in relevant and 
meaningful dialogue based on the topics/readings, and/or 
participating in other class activities (e.g., small group 
discussions, worksheets, and so forth) online on 
Blackboard. You must post at least one significant 
question or comment for each weekly reading and film on 
Blackboard. 
Class preparation and participation is evaluated using the 
following criteria: 
A+ (100%): Outstanding class preparation and class 
participation. Student meets and exceeds all criteria for 
"A" (described below). 
A (95%): Student comes to class prepared, having read 
and thought about the assigned films and texts and 
having completed all written assignments. Student often 
comes with written notes, and participates actively in 
class. Student arrives on time, stays the full length of the 
class, is attentive, responds when called upon, and 
volunteers frequently with pertinent questions and 
comments. 
B (85%): Student is usually prepared, sometimes with 
written notes, and responds when called upon. Student is 
attentive, participates in all activities, and volunteers with 
questions and comments on occasion. 
C (75%): Student shows evidence of being unprepared 
from time to time. Due to lack of preparation, student 
may have some trouble responding to instructor's 
questions or participating in class discussion/activities. 
Student does not volunteer often and sometimes comes 
to class late/leaves early. 
D (65%): Student is unprepared and/or inattentive. 



Component Weight Details 

Student never volunteers and regularly comes to class 
late/leaves early. 
F (0%): Student exhibits a lack of concern for the class, 
sleeps in class, or distracts his/her classmates. Student's 
behavior has a negative effect on the class.  

Mid Term 
Exams/papers 

30% 
Exams in-class will be essay, multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank, etc. The 
instructor reserves the right to provide take-home essay questions in 
advance that are prepared outside of class. 

Class Presentation 20% Present your work-in-progress for your final paper and provide feedback 
to other students’ similar work. 

Final paper 25% The final paper of about eight to ten pages must be based on your visit to 
a South Asian Community/Religious Center in the DFW area. More 
details will be announced well in advance. 

  
Late Assignments 
Late submissions will be marked down one letter grade per day, except in the case of excused 
absences. Extensions will be granted only in extenuating circumstances, at the discretion of the 
instructor, in line with university policy on attendance. In the case of an excused absence, students 
should submit any missed assignments on the next class day that he/she is in attendance. 
Attendance Policy 
Attendance 
Class attendance is mandatory. Some absences may be excused in accordance with the university 
attendance regulation. Refer to UNT Policy for further information, including the university definition of 
excused absences. 
Absences 
For every unexcused absence in excess of 2 (two), your semester grade will be reduced by one 
percentage point per additional absence. If you accumulate 6 (six) or more unexcused absences, your 
semester grade will be an F. If you miss more than 10 minutes of a class period (unless pre-approved 
by me), it will count as an absence; however, you are still encouraged to attend so as not to miss the 
material covered in class. 
Makeup Work 
If you miss class for any reason, whether excused or unexcused, you are still be expected to be 
prepared for the next class. Students should contact a classmate for information on missed material 
and assignments prior to the next class. 
Academic Integrity 
Students are required to comply with the university policy on academic integrity found in the 
Code of Student Conduct. Assignments are intended to assess individual knowledge and 
understanding of the subject matter. 
Accommodations for Disabilities 
Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with verifiable disabilities. In order to take 
advantage of available accommodations, student must register with the Disability Services Office. For 
more information on UNT’s policy on working with students with disabilities, please see the Academic 
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities Regulation. 
Policy on Discrimination 
UNT provides equality of opportunity in education and employment for all students and employees. 
Accordingly, UNT affirms its commitment to maintain a work environment for all employees and an 



academic environment for all students that is free from all forms of discrimination. Discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, creed, sex, national origin, age, disability, veteran status, or sexual 
orientation is a violation of state and federal law and/or UNT policy and will not be tolerated. 
Harassment of any person (either in the form of quid pro quo or creation of a hostile environment) 
based on race, color, religion, creed, sex, national origin, age, disability, veteran status, or sexual 
orientation also is a violation of state and federal law and/or UNT policy and will not be tolerated. 
Retaliation against any person who complains about discrimination is also prohibited. Any person who 
feels that he or she has been the subject of prohibited discrimination, harassment, or retaliation 
should contact the Office for Equal Opportunity. 
  
SCHEDULE: 
Week One: Introduction 

Film Essentials of Faith: Hinduism http://iii.library.unt.edu/record=b3402681~S12   

Week Two: Families and Life Histories 

Reading: Mines and Lamb, pp. 7-80. Film: Dadi's Family 

Week Three: Gender Relations 

Reading: Mines and Lamb, pp. 81-144. Film: Monsoon Wedding 

Week Four: Caste and Class 

Reading: Mines and Lamb, pp. 145-218. 

Midterm Exam (in class; multiple choice, short answer, short essay) 

Week Five: Varieties of Religious Experience and Practice 

Reading: Mines and Lamb, pp. 219-308. Film: The Clay Bird. 

Week Six: Varieties of Religious Experience, cont'd 

Reading: Jainism and Vegetarianism. Film: Ahimsa http://iii.library.unt.edu/record=b4018694~S6. 

Week Seven: Nation-making and National Identities 

Reading: Mines and Lamb, pp. 309-398. Film: Lagaan 

Week Eight: Diaspora Cultures 

Reading: Mines and Lamb, pp. 399-502. Film: The Namesake. 

Week Nine-Ten: Culture and Ecology 

Reading: Chapters from Jain, Pankaj, “Dharma and Ecology of Hindu Communities”. 

Films: Eco-Dharma, Swadhyaya 

Remaining Weeks: Presentations by Students based on the site-visits 


