
Gender and Development

WMST 4260.001/5800.001  Instructor: Özlem Altıok
Spring 2015   Office: GAB 468
Wednesday 5.30-8.20 pm  Email: Ozlem.Altiok@unt.edu
Classroom: GAB 310                                                                               Office hours: M 1-2 pm, and by appointment

Course Description and Objectives
How has development been theorized and practiced historically? How have feminist critiques of development shaped 
development theory, policy and practice today? What is the usefulness of focusing on women in discussing international 
(and “sustainable”) development? How are macro-processes such as globalization and climate change gendered?

This seminar is designed for 1) advanced undergraduates and 2) graduate students who have an interest in gender and 
international development. The seminar explores how feminist and ecological perspectives might be useful, if not vital, 
for understanding social, economic and political aspects of development. The course surveys several challenges facing us 
in the 21 century. These include feminist critiques of international development theory and practice; globalization as a 
gendered process; structural adjustment policies and their impacts on women; ecological impact, including climate 
change. 

Grading and Assignments:
Attendance and participation: 10%
Weekly analytical summaries: 30% (15 points each; each student submits two summaries & uses them to lead discussion)
Midterm: 30% on Wednesday, March 11 in the Testing Center in Sage Hall 3rd floor 
Country report or research paper 20% & presentation 10%, country report or paper due by midnight on May 9, 2015 
via Turnitin. Presentations are due before the papers. See instructions for presentations at the end of this syllabus.

For graduate students only: a 2-page paper for an additional 20 points  (see details below).  

Grading scale: I will use numerical scores, which will translate into letter grades as follows: 
A (91-100); B (81-90); C (70-80); D (60-69); F (<60) 

**Please keep records of your performance on assignments. I only calculate grades once, at the end of the semester**

Expectations and requirements

1. Attendance and Participation 10%
You must attend class regularly, and be on time. You should not miss more than two classes without a legitimate and 
documented excuse.  If there are circumstances that prevent you from regular participation (e.g. travel related to work 
or a family emergency) talk to me early on, and we will make arrangements. For instance, I will ask that you submit 
extra work to make up for what you miss.

You should read or view the assigned material and be prepared to answer questions in class. The detailed schedule of 
readings is at the end of this syllabus.

2. Weekly analytical summaries 30% [15 points each, each student will turn in only 2 of these]
Each student will post two analytical summaries (out of the eight available topics) in this class. These should consist of a 
two-page summary (750-1000 words) of the required readings for that week to be posted on Blackboard (use the 
Discussion tab) by 5 pm on Tuesday, the day before our class meeting. At the end of your summary, you must pose 2 or 3 
critical questions that the reading raises for students, scholars and/or practitioners in the development field. Each 
student is also expected to respond to at least one of the questions raised by another student every week (whether or not 
they submit summary essays for that week). You may also include (very briefly) in your essay what you do not 
understand or find confusing in the reading. Your summary essay must be analytical in the sense that it should
i) demonstrate that you engaged with the arguments presented in the material, and that you can talk intelligently 
about the strength and weaknesses of those arguments;
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ii) tie back to other readings and class discussions, and to the larger question of how a feminist (or gendered) 
perspective is useful in understanding and changing development thinking, policy and practice.

**Last, but certainly not least, these summaries should use proper English, and be free of spelling and grammar errors. 
Whether or not you submit a summary on a given week, you are expected to complete assigned readings and participate 
in class discussions every week.** 

3. Midterm Exam 30% on Wednesday March 11, 2015. 

4. Country report* 20% due May 9, 2015, and presentation** 10 % (due dates: April 22 and April 29)
Each student should select two countries and write a report of 10 (double-spaced) pages to be submitted via Turnitin by 
midnight on May 9, 2015. The report should explore the main development challenges that the two countries face from a 
gender perspective. I encourage you to pick a country that is of interest to you – either one whose language you are 
studying, one you plan to visit, one located in a region where you hope to work, etc. If you pick the Congo, for e.g. you 
will need to provide a summary of the history of “development” in that country dating back to the 19th century. For what 
specific challenges the Democratic Republic of Congo faces today, you can read country reports by the United Nations 
Development Program, human rights organizations, aid organizations, the World Bank, the US State Department, 
etcetera. You should consult especially departments of these agencies and organizations that focus on women and 
gender. After doing some research on your own, you may consult with me if you need guidance.

Do not submit a summary of a given organization's report on the country. I am interested in your synthesis of several 
different reports, and your perspective on the challenges faced especially (though not exclusively) by women in that 
country. What do you think are the biggest challenges? What do you think must be prioritized based on what you learned 
in this class, and through your research? 

You may (but do not need to) end your papers with policy recommendations for either the US State Department or an 
intergovernmental organization such as the UN. 

*You do not have to write a country report. If you would like to write a paper on an issue that is of special interest to 
you (e.g. gender mainstreaming in water management in South Asia; women as peacemakers in Africa; feminization of 
poverty; the recent economic recession and gender; gendered burdens of conflict and war; politics of energy production 
and consumption in North America, etc) talk to me before Spring Break and I will, likely, approve your topic. 

** See the end of the syllabus for more on how to structure your presentations.

5. Graduate students only: A 1500-word paper (approximately two pages, single-spaced) explaining how what you 
learned in this course will guide your academic or professional career. This can be a general essay linking your existing 
interests to the concepts and debates (women's empowerment, sustainable development, breast cancer and 
environmental factors, globalization as a gendered process, poverty, HIV, etc) covered in this class. Alternatively, it 
could be more specific and focused. For instance, you could submit a preliminary proposal for your master's thesis. 20 
points. [How does the “letter grade math” work? An undergraduate needs 91% of the total available “points”  just like a 
graduate student. A graduate student needs 91% of the 120 (i.e. 109) points to make an A in this class.]

Office Hours
I will be in my office (GAB 468) between 1 and 2 pm on Mondays. Alternatively, you can email me for an appointment. 
In addition, if you email me with your questions I will make every effort to answer them within two business days. As a 
general rule, do not wait until the last day to ask me a question about an assignment or exam.

Academic Honesty
Trust and honesty are central for learning to occur, and I hope that you do not need a reminder about that. However, in 
the interest of making expectations clear let me state that I will not tolerate academic dishonesty. Please be aware that 
you commit plagiarism if you: 

1) reproduce verbatim (or almost verbatim) another author’s words, without using quotation marks and/or 
without providing a citation; or

2) use another's ideas (even if you don’t use their precise words) without providing citation.
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I adhere to and enforce UNT’s policy on academic integrity (cheating, plagiarism, forgery, fabrication, facilitating 
academic dishonesty and sabotage).  You should review the policy (UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16), which may be 
located at http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf  I will address 
violations of academic integrity in this course in compliance with the penalties and procedures laid out in this policy. 
APPEALS: Students may appeal any decision under this policy by following the procedures laid down in the UNT 
Policy Manual Section 18.1.16 “Student Standards of Academic Integrity.”

Disability Accommodations
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students 
seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their 
eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to 
begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, 
however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in 
implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with 
each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability 
Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.

UNT Writing Lab 
If writing is not your forte, and you want to produce well-organized, well-written papers for this class or others (as you 
should) take advantage of the the Writing Lab on campus http://www.unt.edu/writinglab/

Revisions to this syllabus
It is your responsibility to attend class and to follow Blackboard announcements to keep abreast of any changes to the 
reading schedule or assignments. Please make sure that you have managed your Bb email account such that your Bb 
email forwards to the email address you most regularly check.

I may revise the schedule depending on class discussions, contemporary developments, and to accommodate a guest 
lecturer's schedule. I will give you notice of such changes (ideally) at least one week in advance.

Required texts
Adam Hochschild. 1998. King Leopold's Ghost (purchase this)
Visvanathan et al. 2011. The Women, Gender and Development Reader (WGD). (purchase this)
Vandana Shiva. 1989. Staying Alive: Women, Ecology and Development. London: Zed Books. (available online as a .pdf)

Recommended texts
Frances Moore Lappe et al. World Hunger: Twelve Myths (find the most recent edition)

In addition, several book chapters  and journal articles will be posted on Blackboard; these are marked by a (Bb) on the 
list below. Other reports and articles can be found using www.google.com/scholar; these are also indicated below (find 
online). For the articles published in peer-reviewed journals that are not readily available online, you will need to use the 
UNT Library's electronic resources to find these.

Weekly readings are listed below. Please read them in the order they are listed. Unless I require it explicitly on the 
syllabus or announce otherwise, you are NOT required to view the films listed at the bottom of each week's readings on 
your own. I will show some of these in class (I will announce ahead of time when we will be watching a film or a 
segment). Others are there as supplemental reference. That said, you are encouraged to explore these and other relevant 
films as they will help you learn.

Weekly Reading Schedule

January 21 (W): Introduction to the course
January 28 (W): Some historical context of poverty and development
King Leopold's Ghost. Read the whole book. If you do not yet have the book, read selected pages on Blackboard (Bb).
Raise Hope for Congo. 2008. Ten Reasons why Congo is the Most Dangerous Place on Earth for Women. 
http://www.raisehopeforcongo.org/sites/default/files/10reasons%281%29.pdf 
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Bob Corbett's article “Why is Haiti so Poor?”  (find this online)
Women and poverty in Haiti http://pulitzercenter.org/blog/untold-stories/little-girl-lost-haiti-rape-hiv-women-poverty
Brief story on HIV in Haiti http://pulitzercenter.org/articles/haiti-earthquake-women-battle-hiv-aids 

Read about the work of  SOIL in Haiti www.oursoil.org         
Film: King Leopold's Ghost (for rent on YouTube); The Greatest Silence: Rape in the Congo (UNT Video on Demand); 
Romero (VHS at UNT Media Library)

February 4: Theory and practice of international development
Shirin Rai. 2011. “The history of international development: context and concepts”  Reading 1, pages 14-21 in The 
Women, Gender and Development Reader (WGD from here on)
Shirin Rai WGD Rdg #3. esp. on WID and GAD approaches

The trouble with Gender Economics. May 18, 2011
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/may/18/difficult-issue-gender-economics 
Read the critique cited in that Guardian story here
http://aidwatchers.com/2011/01/so-now-we-have-to-save-ourselves-and-the-world-too-a-critique-of-%E2%80%9Cthe-
girl-effect%E2%80%9D/ 

Optional background on “modernization”: W.W. Rostow. 1960. The Stages of Economic Growth: A Noncommunist 
Manifesto. Summary available at http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/ipe/rostow.htm 
Optional/supplementary information on types of microcredit: http://library.thinkquest.org/05aug/00282/econ_credit.htm  

~First analytical summary due by 5 pm on Tuesday, February 3, 2015.
 
February 11: Feminist and ecological critiques of international development 
What is National Income Accounting? How is GDP Calculated? 
http://www.econport.org/content/handbook/NatIncAccount
Julia Wartenburg. 2010. What is Wrong with the GDP? Global Women's Project.(find this online)
Lourdes Beneria. 2011[1992]. Accounting for Women's Work: the progress of two decades in WGD (Bb)
WEDO Primer: Women and Sustainable Development: A Local Agenda. May 2001 (13 pages, find this online) 

Optional: Clemens Breisenger et al. 2012. “Beyond the Arab Awakening: Policies and Investments for Poverty Reduction and 
Food Security.” International Food Policy Research Institute. (find online, peruse only, esp. the 1-17 for the main arguments)
Films: Who's Counting? We will watch this in class using UNT's Video on Demand (VoD). See also Voices of the Poor 
(see The World Bank's website).

~Second analytical summary due by 5 pm on Tuesday, February 10 

February 18: Debt crisis, structural adjustment, neoliberal globalization and their gendered impacts
Vincent Ferraro and Melissa Rosser. 1994. Global debt and Third World development (find this online, peruse).
Dani Rodrik (2002). Globalization for whom? http://harvardmagazine.com/2002/07/globalization-for-whom.html 
Jayati Ghosh. “Financial crises and the impact on women: a historical note.” WGD Reading #2. 
Diane Elson. “International financial architecture: a view from the kitchen.” WGD Reading #28.

~Third analytical summary due by 5 pm on Tuesday, February 17

February 25: Microcredit to poor women: Micro solution for macro problems?
Mohammad Yunus. Sacrificing microcredit for megaprofits. The New York Times. January 14, 2011(find online)
WGD Readings # 7, 8 and 14 on microcredit.
Walden Bello. 2006. Microcredit, Macro Problems http://www.commondreams.org/views06/1015-23.htm
Robert Katz. 2007. Microcredit: The dead end debate continues http://www.worldchanging.com/archives/006254.html 

~Fourth analytical summary due by 5 pm on Tuesday, February 24
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March 4: Globalization as movement of gendered bodies and work 
Nancy Folbre. 2011. The invisible heart: care and the global economy” Reading #5 in WGD, pp. 41-42
Patricia Fernandez Kelly. 2011. “Maquiladoras: the view from the inside” in WGD, pp. 225-236.
Barbara Ehrenreich and Arlie Russell Hochschild. 2003. Global Woman: Nannies, Maids and Sex Workers in the New 
Economy Pages 1-13, 35-58 (Bb).
Rachel Parreñas. 2001. The international division of reproductive labor in Servants of Globalization, pp. 61-79 (Bb)
Sharmila Rudrappa. 2012. "India's Reproductive Assembly Line." Contexts (UNT Library e-resources)
Sabban, Rima (2004). “Women Migrant Domestic Workers in the United Arab Emirates” in Gender and Migration in Arab 
States: The Case of Domestic Workers. Simel Esim and Monica Smith (eds). International Labor Organization: 63-82. (find 
online, peruse the Introduction and then read the UAE case.

Films: 1-800-INDIA. Maquilapolis. Bread and Roses (this last one is a very good feature film (not a documentary).  

~Fifth analytical summary due by 5 pm on Tuesday, March 3

March 11: MIDTERM 

SPRING BREAK March 16-22, 2015

March 25: Globalization of technologies and feminist-ecological critiques of development 
Philip McMichael. 2011. Chapter 1: Development: Theory and Reality in Development and Social Change: A Global 
Perspective (posted on Bb, peruse this).

Maria Mies. 1999. The Myth of Catching up Development in Desjardins, J. (ed), Environmental Ethics (Bb) or here 
http://wmbranchout.files.wordpress.com/2011/12/the-myth-of-catching-up-development-maria-mies.pdf
Vandana Shiva. 1989. Staying Alive. Chapter 1-4, and also chapter 5 titled “Women in the food chain” esp. 92-115 and 
153-164
Frances More Lappe. 1998. “Myth 5: The Green Revolution is the Answer” in World Hunger (pages 58-85 on Bb) See all 
twelve myths that the book debunks at http://www.foodfirst.org/pubs/backgrdrs/1998/s98v5n3.html 
On climate change and agriculture, 2012.
http://www.ids.ac.uk/news/time-for-a-rethink-getting-smart-about-politics-on-climate-change-and-agriculture  

Films: Seeds of Plenty, Seeds of Sorrow (VoD) and Norman Borlaug (father of the Green Revolution) video on YouTube.

~Sixth analytical summary due by 5 pm on March 24

April 1: What does gender have to do with climate change? 
Some basics of global climate change: http://climate.nasa.gov/     (go to the Facts tab at the top and read about evidence, 
causes, effects, consensus, vital signs, and FAQ.)
Facing the Consequences. The Economist. November 25, 2010 http://www.economist.com/node/17572735
Climate Change Policy Brief. 2011. Download the brief in .pdf from:
http://www.genderlinks.org.za/article/policy-brief-gender-climate-change-and-sustainable-development-2011-08-09 

Short video: 300 Years of Fossil Fuels in 300 Seconds http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJ-J91SwP8w
300 Years of Fossil Fuels and not One Bad Gal http://scienceblogs.com/casaubonsbook/2010/12/17/300-years-of-fossil-
fuels-and/

April 8: Agroecology and alternative developments
Patricia Glazebrook. 2011. “Women and Climate Change: A Case-Study from Northeast Ghana.” Hypatia 26(4): 762-782 
(UNT Library e-resources) 
Olivier De Schutter. 2011. Agro-ecology and the Right to Food. Report to the U.N. Human Rights Council by the Special 
Rapporteur on Food (find this online)

~Seventh analytical summary due by 5 pm on Tuesday, April 7
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April 15: Gender, environment and population 
Leadership and political representation. See UN Women's Facts and Figures at http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-
do/leadership-and-political-participation/facts-and-figures 
Betsy Hartmann and E. Barajas-Roman. 2011. "The population bomb is back – with a global ewarming twist." WGD 
Reading #31, pp. 327-333.
Frances More Lappe. 1998. “Myth 3: Too many mouths to feed” in World Hunger (pages 25-40 on Bb) See all twelve 
myths that the book debunks at http://www.foodfirst.org/pubs/backgrdrs/1998/s98v5n3.html 
Özlem Altıok. 2013. “Reproducing the Nation.” Contexts. (UNT Library e-resources)

~Eighth analytical summary due by 5 pm on April 14.

April 22: Student presentations  
Each student is to present the shell of the argument that she or he will develop in the country report or the research paper. I 
understand that you will not be done with your papers by this point, but you must have done significant research and 
created an outline for your paper. 

Presentations should include a clear list of development challenges for the two countries on which you are writing a report. 
Alternatively, if you are writing a research paper, the presentation should include 1) a clear statement of your research 
question, d 2) how you will go about answering it and 3) preliminary answers/findings/results. 

All presentations should be prepared as mini-lectures. The goal is to teach your fellow students about the topic, and answer 
any questions they might have. Obviously, to be able to do this, you should have acquired some substantive knowledge 
about these countries or your particular research topic by mid-April. 

You may deliver your mini-lecture as oral, powerpoint or poster presentations. 

Everyone works on these presentations, not just the presenter. Each of you will evaluate the presentations as part of your 
participation requirement in this class. These are designed to help you learn to give constructive feedback to others.

April 29: Student presentations                                               
Presentations continued.

May 6: Student presentations 
End of semester reflections, and course evaluations.
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