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Introduction to International Studies
INST 2100.002   Instructor: Özlem Altıok
Spring 2013     Office: GAB 468
MW 12.30- 1.50         Email: Ozlem.Altiok@unt.edu
Classroom: Sage 231 Office hours: Wednesday 3.30-4.30, & by appointment

Course Description
What is international studies? How is this field of study related to other academic disciplines? 
What are some important global issues that face us today, and what perspectives do scholars 
and policy makers bring to understand and possibly solve these issues? After taking this 
introductory course, you will be able to answer these questions. You will gain a basic 
understanding of some of the fundamental concepts and distinctions that any student of 
international studies should have.

Expectations
This course requires close reading of texts. I will keep the reading load manageable. In return, I 
will expect that you read ALL that I assign. Please bring your assigned readings for each class 
period ( at least, your textbook). It is important that you come prepared and participate 
regularly in classroom discussions. You should have all your readings for a given week completed 
by class time on Monday. We will devote some Wednesdays to viewing relevant films, clips and 
group exercises.

Office hours (Wednesdays 3.30 to 4.30 pm)
I would like to hear your questions, concerns, and thoughts about readings and/or class 
discussions. If my office hours do not work for you, email me for an appointment. My office is in 
the General Academic Building (GAB), Room # 468

Attendance
I expect that you will be in class regularly, and     on time  . If you have a scheduling conflict that 
makes it difficult for you to fulfill these expectations (health or work-related travel, for 
example) please talk to me early in the semester so we can work out an arrangement (which 
might require that you submit extra work). 

You will get a 0 (zero) for attendance if the total number of your unexcused/undocumented 
absences in this class exceeds 6 (six). It is your responsibility to keep track of your own 
absences (i.e. please do not ask me how many absences you have accumulated).

Academic Honesty
I trust that a majority of you do not need a reminder about trust and honesty. However, in the 
interest of making expectations clear let me state that I will not tolerate academic dishonesty. 
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You commit plagiarism if you 
 reproduce verbatim (or almost verbatim) another author’s words, without using quotation 

marks and/or without providing a citation; or
 use another author’s ideas (even if you don’t use their precise words) without providing a 

citation.

International Studies adheres to and enforces UNT’s policy on academic integrity (cheating, 
plagiarism, forgery, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty and sabotage).  You should 
review the policy (UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16), which may be located at 
http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-
Academic_Integrity.pdf  I will address violations of academic integrity in this course in 
compliance with the penalties and procedures laid out in this policy.

Appeals: Students may appeal any decision under this policy by following the procedures laid 
down in the UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16 “Student Standards of Academic Integrity.”

Disability accommodations
I would like for you to succeed in this class. If there are circumstances that may affect your 
performance, please let me know as soon as possible so that we may work together to develop 
strategies for adapting assignments to meet your learning needs. If you have registered with 
the UNT Office of Disability Accommodations please present your written request and talk to 
me in the first two weeks of class. See UNT policy for further information  
http://www.unt.edu/oda/

UNT Writing Lab 
To help you produce well-organized, well-written papers for this class or others, the Writing Lab 
on campus is a great resource http://www.unt.edu/writinglab/

Policy on my lectures
In light of some students selling instructors’ notes for commercial web usage, the following 
policy statements are legally binding upon you: You are not authorized to record my lectures, 
without express prior permission from me.

Grading and Assignments
Attendance and participation: 10
Short essay: 15 (due date depends; earliest due date Monday, February 4)
Quiz: 15 (Wednesday, February 27)
Midterm: 30 (Monday, March 4)
Final exam: 30 (Wednesday, May 8)
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Grading scale: I will use numerical scores, which will translate into letter grades as follows: 
A (91-100); B (81-90); C (70-80); D (<60-69); F (<60)

Short essay: Each of you will read a new story published by a major news organization such as 
The New York Times, Al Jazeera, Financial Times, The Independent, etc. In your short essay (1-
2 single spaced pages) you should: 

1) explain how the story is pertinent to international studies. Preferably, the article would 
be on one of the topics we will cover in this class (peruse your syllabus to see the wide 
range of topics, globalization, the rising power of China, conflicts in the Middle East, 
floods in Bangladesh, conflict in Somali, poverty in the Congo, etc). 

2) discuss what kinds of questions a political scientist or an anthropologist or an economist... 
may ask or note about the reported events/developments. You should use concepts and 
themes discussed in your textbook (using proper citations). 

Your brief (750-word) report is due the Monday of the week following our discussion of that 
particular discipline. For example, if you are discussing how a historian would think about the 
news story you picked, you must submit a hard copy of your short essay to me at the beginning 
of class on Monday, February 4. Please ask early on if you have any questions about this 
assignment.

Required Texts
The textbook for this class is International Studies: An Interdisciplinary Approach to Global 
Issues. 2012. The latest (i.e. second) edition. Editors: Sheldon Anderson, Jeanne A.K. Hey, 
Mark Allen Peterson, and Stanley W. Toops. Publisher; Westview Press. 

The textbook is available for purchase at the UNT bookstore. You are required to keep up with 
other material that I post on Blackboard (Bb). 

Part I: Introduction to the disciplines and perspectives pertinent to International Studies                    

Week 1: January 14 (M): Introduction to the course
For Wednesday: What is going on in the world? How to make sense of it all? 
Read/peruse headlines and stories at BBC news http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
Al Jazeera http://www.aljazeera.com/
New York Times http://www.nytimes.com/
Democracy Now! http://www.democracynow.org/ 

Week 2: January 23 (Wednesday): No class on Martin Luther King Jr. Day Monday, January 21.
Introduction in International Studies, pp. 1-9.
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Anthony Giddens. Globalization in Globalization and the Transformation of Social Worlds (posted 
on Blackboard Learn).

Week 3: January 28 (M): Academic disciplines that are pertinent to international studies: 
History. Chapter 1 in International Studies. 
Howard Zinn. 2012. Second Thoughts on the First Amendment in Howard Zinn Speaks (Bb)
Your short essay is due in class on Monday, February 4 if you choose to analyze the news story you picked 
form a historian's perspective. 

Week 4: February 4 (M): Chapter 2. Geography: People, Places and Patterns.
Maps of ethnic segregation in Baghdad (Bb).
Your short essay is due in class on Monday, February 11 if you choose to analyze the news story you picked 
form a geographer's perspective. 

Week 5: February 11 (M): Chapter 3. Anthropology and Intercultural Relations
Lila Abu-Lughod. Do Muslim Women Really Need Saving? (Find article using UNT Libraries 
Electronic Resources).
Your short essay is due in class on Monday, February 18 if you choose to analyze the news story you picked 
form an anthropologist's perspective. 

Week 6: February 18 (M): Chapter 4. Economics and International Development
The Tourism System and the Silk Road, pp. 385-396 (in your textbook) 
The trouble with gender economics. May 18, 2011
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/may/18/difficult-issue-
gender-economics 
Read the critique cited in that Guardian story here
http://aidwatchers.com/2011/01/so-now-we-have-to-save-ourselves-and-the-world-too-a-
critique-of-%E2%80%9Cthe-girl-effect%E2%80%9D/

Your short essay is due in class on Monday,  February 25 if you choose to analyze the news story you 
picked form an economist's perspective.

Week 7: February 25 (M): Political Science. Chapter 5. Power, Conflict, Policy.
Samuel Huntington. 1993. Clash of Civilizations. Foreign Affairs (find this online or by using UNT 
Library's e-resources)
Your short essay is due in class on Monday, March 4 if you choose to analyze the news story you picked 
form a political scientist's perspective.

PART II: Interdisciplinary approaches to regional and international topics
Week 8: March 4 (M): Chapter 6. Europe and the Modern World.
Turkey and the European Union, 379-384.
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Week 8: Europe continued.
Adam Hochschild. 2000. King Leopold's Ghost, pp. 1-18 and 158-181 (Blackboard)
Jean Beaman. 2012. But Madame We Are French Also. Contexts. (Bb)

~~MARCH 11-17 SPRING BREAK ~~

Week 9: March 18 (M): Chapters 7. East Asia 
On work conditions and suicides at Foxconn factories in China 
http://www.wired.com/magazine/2011/02/ff_joelinchina/all/1

YOU ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED to attend the public talk by Sasha Kramer on Thursday 
March 21 at 7 pm in the Silver Eagle Suite (Student Union). Read about the organization she co-
founded in Haiti here www.oursoil.org

Week 10: March 25 (M): Chapter 8. South and Central Asia
Kalim Siddiqui. 2011. “Experiences of Capitalism in India and Pakistan.” Read the first 21 pages on 
India. (Find online using www.google.com/scholar)
Film: 1-800-INDIA

Week 11: April 1 (M): Chapter 9. Africa and the International Community
The Disintegration of the Sudan, p. 409-414.
The deadly consequences of niche aid in Africa. (Find this on your own online)
What is going on in Mali? Readings to be announced.

Week 12: April 8 (M): Chapter 10. The Middle East 
United Nations. The Palestine Question: A Brief History. January 1, 1980. 
http://unispal.un.org/UNISPAL.NSF/0/38D6C47FC5FB0CDD852575D6006C70D4
Elia Zureik. The Palestinian Refugee Problem: Conflicting Interpretations. (Find this online).
Noam Chomsky. “United States-Israel-Palestine” (only 3 selected pages) and “Imperial Grand 
Strategy” (16 pages) in The Essential Chomsky (posted on Bb) 
Optional:http://www.democracynow.org/2012/10/26/who_owns_the_world_noam_chomsky 

Week 13: April 15 (M): Chapter 11. Latin America 
Bob Corbett. Why is Haiti so Poor? (Find this online)
Noam Chomsky on US Foreign Policy in Latin America http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=NKwJI9axblQ 

Week 14: April 22 (M): Global Issues: International migration
Douglas Massey et al. 1993. “Theories of international migration” Population and Development 
Review.  (find this journal article using UNT Library's e-resources, and read with special 
attention the Introduction, numbered summaries at the end of each section)
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Barbara Ehrenreich and Arlie Russell Hochschild (2003). Global Woman: 1-13 posted on Bb.

Week 15: April 29 (M): Global Issues: World population and ecological impact
Global population projections, pp. 415-421.
National Geographic article (Posted on Blackboard)

The final exam for this class will be on Wednesday, May 8, 2013, from 10.30 to 12.30 pm.

Please complete Student Evaluations of Teaching Effectiveness (SETE). The link should be 
available at my.unt.edu by the end of the semester. Your feedback helps me evaluate my 
teaching methods, materials, and the course overall.

~~ Enjoy your summer. Hope for some rain!~~
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