
INST 4853.001: Critical Issues in Global Development 

INST 4853.001   Instructor: Özlem Altıok
Spring 2012  Office: GAB 468
MW 2-3.20     Email: Ozlem.Altiok@unt.edu
Classroom: ART 226                                                         Office hours: W 3.30-4.30, and by appointment

Course Description and Objectives
This course is designed to introduce students to the theories and practice of international development. 
Following a conceptualization of the shift from “the development project” to “the globalization project,” we will 
explore the promise, practice, and critiques of international development and globalization from feminist and 
ecological perspectives. At the end of the course, students will have a good understanding of relevant concepts, 
including gross domestic product, the new international division of labor, microcredit, feminization of poverty, 
feminization of migration, care deficit, sustainability, ecological footprint, peak oil, and many more.

Expectations
You should 1) read all of the assigned material every week and  2) attend class regularly and on time to view 
videos and participate in discussions. 

Grading and Assignments
Attendance and participation: 10
Quizzes: February 6 and March 5 (15 points each, a total of 30)
Midterm: March 12 (30 points)
Film essay: April 16 (30 points)
Final exam: Optional for those who made a B or above (You should know whether you did by April 30th)

Grading scale: I will use numerical scores, which will translate into letter grades as follows: 
A (91-100); B (81-90); C (70-80); D (60-69); F (<60)

You are allowed two unexcused absences. Beyond that I will take off two points for each unexcused absence. A 
legitimate excuse usually involves a health issue that is documented. If there are circumstances that make regular 
participation an issue for you (e.g. travel related to work or family emergency) talk to me early on, and we will 
make arrangements (most likely I will as that you submit extra work to make up for what you miss).

Office Hours
I will be in my office (GAB 468) between 3.30 and 4.30 pm on Wednesdays. Alternatively, you can email me 
about an appointment. In addition, if you email me with your questions I will make every effort to answer them 
within two business days. As a general rule, do NOT wait until the last day to ask me a question about an 
assignment.

Academic Honesty
Trust and honesty are central for learning to occur, and I hope that you do not need a reminder about that. 
However, in the interest of making expectations clear let me state that I will not tolerate academic dishonesty. 
Please be aware that you commit plagiarism if you: 

1) reproduce verbatim (or almost verbatim) another author’s words, without using quotation marks and/or 
without providing a citation; or

2) use another's ideas (even if you don’t use their precise words) without providing citation.

I adhere to and enforce UNT’s policy on academic integrity (cheating, plagiarism, forgery, fabrication, 
facilitating academic dishonesty and sabotage).  You should review the policy (UNT Policy Manual Section 
18.1.16), which may be located at http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-
Academic_Integrity.pdf  I will address violations of academic integrity in this course in compliance with the 
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penalties and procedures laid out in this policy. APPEALS: Students may appeal any decision under this policy 
by following the procedures laid down in the UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16 “Student Standards of 
Academic Integrity.”

Disability Accommodations
I would like for you to succeed in this class. If there are circumstances that may affect your performance, please 
let me know as soon as possible so that we may work together to develop strategies for adapting assignments to 
meet your learning needs. If you have registered with the UNT Office of Disability Accommodations please 
present your written request and talk to me in the first two weeks of class. More at  http://www.unt.edu/oda/

UNT Writing Lab 
To help you produce well-organized, well-written papers for this class or others, the Writing Lab on campus is a 
great resource. You may want to check it out: http://www.unt.edu/writinglab/

**Last, but not least, it is your responsibility to attend class and keep up with my Blackboard announcements to 
keep abreast of any changes to the reading schedule or assignments.**

Weekly Reading Schedule

January 18 (W): Introduction to the course

January 23 (M): Theories of international development
Philip McMichael. 2011. Chapter 1: Development: Theory and Reality in Development and Social Change: A 
Global Perspective (your textbook)
Peet and Hartwick. Theories of Development, pp. 1-13, and 23-48 (on Blackboard, “Bb” from here on)
Rostow. The Stages of Economic Growth: A Noncommunist Manifesto. 1960. 
http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/ipe/rostow.htm 
Karl Polanyi. The Great Transformation. Selected pages (Bb)

January 30 (M): Historical context: colonialism
King Leopold's Ghost (selected pages, Bb)
Why is Haiti so Poor?  (find this online, the author is Bob Corbett)

Film: King Leopold's Ghost (YouTube); Romero (VHS available for check out at UNT Media Library)

February 6 (M): From colonialism to the development project
Philip McMichael. 2011. Chapter 2: Instituting the Development Project in Development and Social Change: A 
Global Perspective (your textbook)

February 13 (M): International relations framing the development project
McMichael. Chapter 3. The Development Project: international framework 

Film: Seeds of Plenty, Seeds of Sorrow (VoD)

February 20 (M): Feminist critiques of development theory and practice
Lourdes Benería and Gita Sen. 1981. Accumulation Reproduction and “Women's Role in Development”: 
Boserup Revisited. Signs. (Locate online or using UNT Iibrary e-resources) 
→ The Women, Gender and Development Reader (WGD) Reading #1  (Shirin Rai) and Reading #3
→ Lourdes Beneria. 2011. “Accounting for Women's Work: the progress of two decades” in WGD, pp. 114-120.
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February 27 (M): Feminist and ecological critiques of development theory and practice
Patricia Fernandez Kelly. 1989. Broadening the Scope: Gender and International Economic Development. 
Sociological Forum. Vol. 4, Issue 4. (Locate this article via UNT Library Electronic Resources)
Reading #16. Lourdes Beneria. Accounting for Women's Work: the progress of two decades. 1992. 
What is National Income Accounting? How is GDP Calculated? 
http://www.econport.org/content/handbook/NatIncAccount 
Julia Wartenburg. 2010. What is Wrong with the GDP? Global Women's Project.(online)
Film: Who's Counting? Available through UNT Media Library Video on Demand (VoD) 

March 5: From the development project to the globalization project 
McMichael. Chapter 4. Globalizing Developments, pp. 80-99.

Film: Continent on the Move. China Blue. Maquilapolis. 

March 12: Agriculture: from development to globalization
McMichael. Chapter 4. Globalizing Developments, 99-108
Also: revisit in McMichael Ch. 3, pp. 70-79.

Film: Seeds of Plenty, Seeds of Sorrow. Norman Borlaug video on YouTube.

March 19- 25 SPRING BREAK

March 26: Globalization in practice
McMichael. Chapter 5. Instituting the globalization project.
Chapter 6. Globalization in practice.
→ Joseph Stiglitz. Making Globalization Work. (Bb)
Solution to some problems? Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). TBA.

Film: The Big Sell Out. 

April 2: Is globalization a gendered process?
UNDP. Human Development Report. 1999. Chapter 3. (Locate the HDR online)
→ Patricia Fernandez Kelly. 20011. “Maquiladoras: the view from the inside” in The Women, Gender and 
Development Reader, pp. 225-236.
→ Global Woman. (Selected pages on Bb)
.
Film: 1 800 INDIA (VoD). Nalini by Day Nancy by Night. Maid in Lebanon (YouTube)

April 9: Micro-credit: promise and limits
Mohammad Yunus.  Sacrificing microcredit for megaprofits. The New York Times. January 14, 2011.
→ Littlefield et al. 2003. Is Microfinance an effective strategy to reach MDGS? 
Walden Bello. 2006.Microcredit, Macro Problems http://www.commondreams.org/views06/1015-23.htm
http://library.thinkquest.org/05aug/00282/econ_credit.htm
http://www.worldchanging.com/archives/006254.html [read the comments at the bottom also]
→ Visvanathan and Yoder. 2011. “Women and Microcredit: A Critical Introduction” in WGD, pp. 47-54.

April 16: Countermovements: with a focus on ecological resistances
McMichael. Chapter 7: Global Countermovements. pp. 182-212.
The international women's commission of La Via Campesina (see McMichael for La Via Campesina), WGD, 
408-413.
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Guest lecture: The many meanings of sustainability: agriculture, energy and consumption.
→ Maria Mies. The Myth of Catching up Development
Maria Mies. The Subsistence Perspective http://republicart.net/disc/aeas/mies01_en.htm

April 23: Global climate change and consequences
Some basics of global climate change: http://climate.nasa.gov/
McMichael. Chapter 9. Global Climate Change. 
→ What's happened to winter? by Michelle Nijhuis. 
Adapting to climate change: Facing the consequences. The Economist. November 25, 2010.
→ Patricia Glazebrook. 2011. Women and Climate Change: A Case-Study from Northeast Ghana 
Films: Population Six Billion (UNT VoD) 
NG video http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/environment/global-warming-environment/way-
forward-climate.html 
See some striking images at this 'web album' by NG: 
http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/photos/climate-change/#/climate-girl-
floor_13085_600x450.jpg

April 30: Alternative developments?
McMichael. Chapter 8 and 10.
Other reading. TBA.

Film: TBA.

May 2 (W): Final exam
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