
Ethnic Minorities and Women in the Middle East 

INST 4850-001 Instructor: Özlem Altıok
Fall 2011 Office: GAB 468
MWF 12-12.50 Email: Ozlem.Altiok@unt.edu
Classroom: GAB 317 Office hours: W 3-5, and by appointment

Course Description
We will begin this course by discussing the concepts that comprise its title (ethnicity, minority, 
women, and the Middle East). In addition to this conceptual introduction, we will discuss the 
status of different types of minorities from a historical perspective and by using some case 
studies from Turkey, Israel, Egypt, Iran, and Jordan. 

Expectations
This course requires close reading of texts. I will keep the reading load manageable. In return, I 
will expect that you read ALL that I assign. Please bring your assigned readings for each class 
period. We will be referring to them frequently. It is important that you come prepared and 
participate regularly in classroom discussions.

Office hours (Wednesday 3-5 pm)
I would like to hear your questions, concerns, and thoughts about readings and/or class 
discussions. If my office hours do not work for you, email me for an appointment. 

Attendance
I expect that you will be in class regularly, and     on time  . If you make it a habit to come to class 
late, I reserve the right to count some of those as absences. If you have a scheduling conflict 
that makes it difficult for you to fulfill these expectations, please talk to me early in the 
semester so that we can work out an arrangement. 

Please note that you will lose 2 points for each unexcused absence after the two absences I 
allow for the semester. In other words, you will get a 0 (zero) for attendance if the total 
number of your unexcused/undocumented absences in this class exceeds 6 (six). It is your 
responsibility to keep track of your own absences (i.e. please do not ask me every few weeks how 
many absences you have accumulated).

Academic Honesty
Trust and honesty are central for learning to occur, and I trust that an overwhelming majority 
of you do not need a reminder about that. However, in the interest of making expectations clear 
let me state that I will not tolerate academic dishonesty. Please be aware that you commit 
plagiarism if you: 

 reproduce verbatim (or almost verbatim) another author’s words, without using quotation 
marks and/or without providing a citation; or

 use another's ideas (even if you don’t use their precise words) without providing citation.



International Studies adheres to and enforces UNT’s policy on academic integrity (cheating, 
plagiarism, forgery, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty and sabotage).  You should 
review the policy (UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16), which may be located at 
http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-
Academic_Integrity.pdf  I will address violations of academic integrity in this course in 
compliance with the penalties and procedures laid out in this policy.

APPEALS: Students may appeal any decision under this policy by following the procedures laid 
down in the UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16 “Student Standards of Academic Integrity.”

Disability accommodations
I would like for you to succeed in this class. If there are circumstances that may affect your 
performance, please let me know as soon as possible so that we may work together to develop 
strategies for adapting assignments to meet your learning needs. If you have registered with 
the UNT Office of Disability Accommodations please present your written request and talk to 
me in the first two weeks of class. See UNT policy for further information 
http://www.unt.edu/oda/

UNT Writing Lab 
To help you produce well-organized, well-written papers for this class or others, the Writing Lab 
on campus is a great resource. You may want to check it out: http://www.unt.edu/writinglab/

Policy on my lectures
In light of some students selling instructors’ notes for commercial web usage, the following 
policy statements are legally binding upon you: You are not authorized to record my lectures, 
without express prior permission from me.

Grading and Assignments
Attendance: 10
Quizzes: 20 (2 quizzes, 10 points each, one at the end of September, the other mid-October)
Midterm: 35 (Monday, November 7 at noon, in class)
Final exam: 35 (Friday, December 2 at noon, in class)

Grading scale: I will use numerical scores, which will translate into letter grades as follows: 
A (91-100); B (81-90); C (70-80); D (<60-69); F (<60)

I will provide separate instructions on some of these exams, and we will discuss them in class.

Required Texts
A course pack for this class is available for sale at the UNT bookstore. A couple of the required 
readings will be available at the Library Reserves, and some others will be posted on Blackboard. 
It is your responsibility to attend class and keep up with material and announcements posted on 
Blackboard. 

http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf
http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf
http://www.unt.edu/writinglab/
http://www.unt.edu/oda/


Part 1: Ethnic and religious minorities in historical context

Week 1: 8/26: Introduction to the course

Week 2: 8/29-9/2: Concepts  (Westphalian world order, minority, majority, ethnicity)
 Module on ethnicity (focuses on the US context)

http://anthro.palomar.edu/ethnicity/ethnic_1.htm#return_from_ethnic_identity_question 
(online)

 Carole Fink. 2000. Minority Rights as an International Question (Find through UNT 
library 'electronic resources' or Blackboard)

 Richard Falk. 2002. Revisiting Westphalia, Discovering Post-Westphalia, read only pp. 311-
317 (Find through UNT library 'electronic resources')

 Stephen Cornell and Douglas Hartmann. 2007. “Mapping the Terrain: Definitions” in 
Ethnicity and Race: Making Identities in a Changing World pp. 15-40. (Blackboard)

Week 3: 9/5-9/9: Minorities in the Middle East in historical context
 Şükrü Hanioğlu. Chapter 4 “The Tanzimat Era”  in A Brief History of the Late Ottoman  

Empire.  pp. 72-86, esp. 72-76. (Coursepack) [Revisit Fink article, pp. 385-7]
 Clinton Urges Protection for Middle East Christians and Minorities, March 2, 2011

http://www.christianpost.com/news/clinton-urges-protection-for-middle-east-christians-and-
minorities-49238/ 

 “The Study of Ethnic Politics in the Middle East” in Ethnicity, Pluralism and the State in  
the Middle East. 1988.  pp. 3-24. (Blackboard)

 Elie Kedourie. 1988. “Ethnicity, Majority and Minority in the Middle East” in Ethnicity,  
Pluralism and the State in the Middle East, pp. 25-31. (Blackboard) [Revisit Falk article]

Week 4: 9/12-9/16: Types of minorities in the contemporary Middle East
 “The Middle East and the Islamic World” in International Studies: An Interdisciplinary 

Approach to Global Issues. Editors: Sheldon Anderson, Jeanne A.K. Hey, Mark Allen 
Peterson, Stanley W. Toops and Charles Stevens. 255-298 (Library reserves)

 P.R. Jumaraswamy. 2003. Problems of Studying Minorities in the Middle East 
(Coursepack)

 Nazila Ghanea. Human Rights of Religious Minorities and Women in the Middle East 
Human Rights Quarterly, Vol. 26, No. 3 (Aug., 2004), pp. 705-729. (Find using UNT 
library 'electronic resources')

Week 5: 9/19-9/23: Case studies of ethnic and religio-cultural minorities: Kurds and Alevis
 David McDowell. 2004. A Modern History of the Kurds. I.B. Tauris. Pages TBA.
 Michael Radu. 2001. The Rise and Fall of the PKK. Orbis (Philedelphia: Foreign Policy 

Research Institute): 45 (1): 47-63. (Find online or via UNT library electronic resources)
 Gürcan Koçan and Ahmet Öncü. 2004. “Citizen Alevi in Turkey: Beyond Confirmation and 

Denial.” Journal of Historical Sociology. Vol. 17. No. 4 (Find through UNT library 
electronic resources)

http://www.christianpost.com/news/clinton-urges-protection-for-middle-east-christians-and-minorities-49238/
http://www.christianpost.com/news/clinton-urges-protection-for-middle-east-christians-and-minorities-49238/
http://anthro.palomar.edu/ethnicity/ethnic_1.htm#return_from_ethnic_identity_question


Week 6: 9/26-9/30:  Case study: Palestinians in Israel and in surrounding Arab countries
 United Nations. The Palestine Question: A Brief History. January 1, 1980. 

http://unispal.un.org/UNISPAL.NSF/0/38D6C47FC5FB0CDD852575D6006C70D4
 “Statelessness and the Right to Have Rights” in Hannah Arendt and the Jewish Question, 

pp. 71-78. (Coursepack)
 “The Different Levels of Palestinian Ethnicity” in Ethnicity, Pluralism and the State in the 

Middle East. 1988. (Blackboard)
 The Status of Palestinian Citizens in Israel. Pax Christi International. 2004. 

http://electronicintifada.net/content/status-palestinian-citizens-israel/341
 “Israel continues to persecute its Palestinian Citizens” by George Rede May 2, 2009 

http://www.oregonlive.com/opinion/index.ssf/2009/05/israel_continues_to_persecute.ht
ml 

Week 7: 10/3-10/7: Case study: Copts in Egypt
 Egypt: Understanding Copts' anger 

http://english.aljazeera.net/indepth/features/2011/01/20111672929630461.html 
 Copts in Egypt. 2011. (UNT library). Pages TBA.

Week 8: 10/10-10/14: Another (global) kind of minority: Migrants 
 Introduction, pp. xv-10 (including the map right before the Introduction) and part of 

Chapter 2, pp. 13-24 and 35-37 in New Diasporas: The Mass exodus, dispersal.... by 
Nicholas Van Hear 1998. (Coursepack)

 “The Guests Who Stayed” in Ethnicity & Globalization by Stephen Castles, pp. 26-45. 
(Coursepack)

 “North Africa and Turkey: still Western Europe's labor reservoir?” in The Age of 
Migration, pp. 112-124. (Coursepack or Bb) 

 “Globalization” (by Anthony Giddens) in Globalization the Transformation of Social  
Worlds, pp. 10-17. (Library Reserves or Blackboard)

 Introduction in Global Woman. Editors: Barbara Ehrenreich (and...) by Barbara Ehrenreich 
and Arlie Hochschild, pp. 1-13. (Coursepack or Bb)

Week 9: 10/17-10/21: Migrants in the Persian/Arab Gulf

 “The Gulf....” in Worlds in Motion Editors: Massey Arango, Hugo,...  pp. 134-159. 
(Coursepack)

 “Contract Labor Migration to the Middle East” in The Age of Migration  147-156. 
(Coursepack).

 ILO report: Gender and Migration in Arab States: The case of domestic workers. Read 
Introduction, pp. 10-24 as well as the case studies from the United Arab Emirates and 
Kuwait www.ilo.org/public/english/region/arpro/beirut/.../publ/publ_26_eng.pdf

Week 10:10/24-10/28: Refugees and stateless people in the contemporary the Middle East
 Hannah Arendt's “We refugees” in Hitler's Exiles, pp. 253-262. (Optional but very good, 

locate Arendt's piece on your own)

http://www.ilo.org/public/english/region/arpro/beirut/.../publ/publ_26_eng.pdf
http://english.aljazeera.net/indepth/features/2011/01/20111672929630461.html
http://www.oregonlive.com/opinion/index.ssf/2009/05/israel_continues_to_persecute.html
http://www.oregonlive.com/opinion/index.ssf/2009/05/israel_continues_to_persecute.html
http://electronicintifada.net/content/status-palestinian-citizens-israel/341
http://unispal.un.org/UNISPAL.NSF/0/38D6C47FC5FB0CDD852575D6006C70D4


 Zureik, Elia. The Palestinian Refugee Problem: Conflicting Interpretations. 
http://www.worlddialogue.org/content.php?id=237

 Palestinians in Jordan. TBA
 State of the World's Minorities and Indigenous Peoples 2011 – Iraq. Locate the brief 

report from the website of the UN Refugee Agency www.unhcr.org  
 Behind the story: Afghan Refugees in Iran 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/wires/2009/10/22/behind-the-story-afghan-
r_ws_330295.html

Week 11: 10/31-11/4: Gender and citizenship in the contemporary Middle East
 “End of Empire: Islam, Nationalism and Women in Turkey” in Women, Islam and the State  

(editor: Deniz Kandiyoti), pp. 22-47. (Coursepack)
 “Iranian Women at the Intersection of Citizenship and the Family Code” in Gender and 

Citizenship in the Middle East, pp. 287-313. Homa Hoodfar. 2003. (Coursepack)

Week 12: 11/7-11/11: Gender and citizenship in the contemporary Middle East
 Abla Amawi. 2003.  “Gender and Citizenship in Jordan” in Gender and Citizenship in the 

Middle East*, pp. 158- 184. (Coursepack)
 “The Concept and Practice of Citizenship in Saudi Arabia” in Gender and Citizenship in the 

Middle East, pp. 215—236. Soraya Altorki. 2003. (Coursepack)

Week 13: 11/14-11/18: Gender Equality and Muslim Family Laws
 What is CEDAW? (Convention on the Elimination of All forms of Discrimination Against 

Women). Search online on your own. 
 Lila Abu-Lughod. (2002). “Do Muslim women really need saving? Anthropological 

reflections on cultural relativism and its others” American Anthropologist 104 (3): 783-
90. (Find through UNT library's electronic resources)

Week 14: 11/21-11/23: Gender Equality and Muslim Family Laws (continued)
 Sources and interpretations of Muslim Family Laws. Read CEDAW and Muslim Family  

Laws: In Search of Common Ground (2011)- report by Sisters in Islam. Available online.

*UNT's Thanksgiving break  from November 24-27, therefore no class on Friday.

Week 15: 11/28-12/2: Prepare for the final exam

The final exam is on Friday, December 2, 2011 at our regular class time and place.

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/wires/2009/10/22/behind-the-story-afghan-r_ws_330295.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/wires/2009/10/22/behind-the-story-afghan-r_ws_330295.html
http://www.unhcr.org/
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