
British Literature, 1780 to the Present (ENGL 3440) 
Tuesday/Thursday 2:00-3:20 pm, LANG 314 

Fall 2012 
 

Professor Nora Gilbert 
Email:  nora.gilbert@unt.edu 
Office:  Language Building 409A 
Office phone:  (940) 369-8952 
Office Hours:  Tue. & Thu. 1:00-2:00 pm (or by appointment) 
 
Course description: 
 
In this class, we will read, discuss, and write about a wide variety of literary texts that were written 
by members of the British Empire from the end of the eighteenth century onward.  We will cover 
three major literary movements—Romanticism, Victorianism, and Modernism—along with other 
texts that do not fit neatly into any of these categories.  We will contextualize these works by 
learning about the social, political, and cultural forces at play during the times they were 
conceived, but we will also think about the ways in which the texts’ significance has altered or 
transformed over time.  Though I will certainly guide our class discussions and make sure that we 
cover all of the textual and historical ground that I consider to be the most interesting and the 
most important, I will not be lecturing at you.  We will be working through these texts together, 
and your participation and thoughts and questions are not only desired but required.  
 
Primary Texts: 
 
Damrosch, David, ed. The Longman Anthology of British Literature, Volumes 2A, 2B, and 2C:   

ISBN 9780205235964. 
Austen, Jane.  Pride and Prejudice. (Norton Critical Edition):  ISBN 9780393976045. 
Brontë, Charlotte.  Jane Eyre. (Norton Critical Edition):  ISBN 9780393975420. 
 
Grade Breakdown: 
 

1. Participation/attendance:  15% 
2. Reading grade (determined by weekly quizzes):  15% 
3. Oral presentation:  20% 
4. One 6-8 page paper:  30% 
5. Final exam:  20% 

 
Participation:  Because your participation is so crucial to the fabric of this class, it will comprise 
15% of your grade.  Attendance obviously affects your ability to participate, so any missed or tardy 
classes will serve to lower your participation grade.  You cannot pass the class if you miss more 
than 5 classes, no matter what the reason.  Come.  Think.  Discuss.  Give yourself the gift of 15%. 
 
Reading grade:  You cannot participate if you don’t come to class, but you also cannot participate if 
you don’t do the reading.  To give you extra motivation to keep up with the reading on a weekly 
basis, there will be a brief quiz at the beginning of class each Thursday.  Glancing over Spark Notes 
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will not enable you to pass these quizzes.  Reading the actual texts, however, will make passing the 
quizzes a breeze.  No quizzes may be made up, but the lowest score of the semester will be dropped. 
 
Oral presentation:  We will start each Tuesday with an oral presentation.  In groups of 2 or 3, you 
will be responsible for a 15-20 minute presentation that outlines one particular theme or historical 
event related to the texts we are discussing.  These themes and events are drawn from the 
“Perspectives” sections in your Longman Anthology, and you should start your research there, by 
reading through the introduction and primary works included in that section.  But you should also 
go on to do additional research on the topic, and come up with inventive and engaging ways of 
presenting your research to the rest of the class.  (Using visual and/or auditory aids is especially 
welcome.)  Please make sure that each member of the group spends an equal amount of time 
talking during the presentation, though you may divide up the talking as you see fit.  One week 
after you present as a group, you will have to turn into me a 3-4 page summary of your findings, 
which you must write on your own.  Your grade for this will be based on the presentation and your 
individual write-up combined. 
 
Paper:  Because I am more concerned with quality than quantity, you will only have to write one 
paper over the course of the semester (a minimum of 6 full pages, double-spaced; maximum of 8).  
There will be three different due dates for you to choose from:  if you choose to write about a text 
covered in the first third of the semester, your paper will be due 9/27;  if you choose to write 
about a text covered in the second third, it will be due 11/1;  if you choose to write about a text 
covered in the final third, it will be due 12/6.  Because of this structure, no tardy papers will be 
accepted.  If you are late with one of the first two papers, you can simply turn in one of the next 
ones.  Failure to turn in the third paper by its deadline will result in failure of the class.  All papers 
must be turned in to me at the beginning of class on the due date selected. 
 
Exam:  The final exam will be your way of showing me what you’re coming away with at the end of 
the semester.  It will consist of some short answers and one long answer to questions about the 
texts and ideas we have considered. 
 
Course policies: 
 
Plagiarism:  “The term ‘plagiarism’ includes, but is not limited to, the use, by paraphrase or direct 
quotation, of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear 
acknowledgement. It also includes the unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another 
person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials” (UNT 
Undergraduate Catalogue).  For the purposes of this course, plagiarism also involves the reuse of your 
own written work from another course or the written work of another student.  Plagiarism will 
result in failure of the course and permanent documentation on your academic record.   
 
Students with Disabilities:  Anyone with a disability requiring accommodation must present a written 
accommodation request to the instructor within eleven days after the first class session.  Copies of 
the school’s ADA Compliance Policy, Policy on Auxiliary Aids and Reasonable Accommodation, 
and the ADA Grievance Procedures are available through the main office of the School of Library 
and Information Sciences (ISB 205, 940-565-2445).  It is also recommended that you register with 
the Office of Disability Accommodation (University Union 318A, 940-565-4323). 
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Discussion Schedule: 
 
Week One – Course introduction  
 
8/30 In class: William Blake, “The Chimney Sweeper” (in Songs of Innocence and Experience) 
   “The Little Black Boy” (in Songs of Innocence) 
   “A Little BOY Lost” (in Songs of Experience) 
 
Week Two – Presentation Topic: The Sublime, the Beautiful, and the Picturesque (modeled by me) 

 
Mary Shelley, The Swiss Peasant 
 
9/4 William Wordsworth, “Lines written a few miles above Tintern Abbey” 
 (In class: “Strange fits of passion have I known”/“She dwelt among th’ untrodden ways”) 
 
9/6 Samuel Coleridge, “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner” 
 (In class: “Kubla Khan”) 
 
Week Three – Presentation Topic: The Rights of Man and the Revolution Controversy 
 
Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice Vol. I 
 
9/11 John Keats, “Ode to a Nightingale” 
 (In class: “Sonnet: When I have fears”) 
 
9/13 Percy Bysshe Shelley, “To a Sky-Lark” 
 (In class: “Sonnet: England in 1819”) 
 
Week Four – Presentation Topic: The Wollstonecraft Controversy and the Rights of Women 
 
Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice Vol. II 
 
9/18 Mary Wollstonecraft, Introduction to A Vindication of the Rights of Woman 
 
9/20 Anna Letitia Barbauld, “To a Little Invisible Being…” 
 (In class: “On a Lady’s Writing”/ “To the Poor”) 
 
Week Five – Presentation Topic: The Abolition of Slavery and the Slave Trade 
 
Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice Vol. III 
 
9/25 George Gordon, Lord Byron, “Napoleon Buonaparte” (from Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage) 
 (In class:  “She walks in beauty”/ “So, we’ll go no more a-roving”) 
 
9/27 Romantic Era review (PAPER #1 DUE) 
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Week Six – Presentation Topic: The Industrial Landscape 
 
Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol 
 
10/2 Alfred, Lord Tennyson, “The Lady of Shalott” 
 (In class: “The Charge of the Light Brigade”) 
 
10/4 Matthew Arnold, “Dover Beach” 
 (In class: Anthony Hecht, “The Dover Bitch”) 
 
Week Seven – Presentation Topic: Imagining Childhood  
 
Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre, Vol. I 
 
10/9  Lewis Carroll, “The Walrus and the Carpenter” 
 (In class: “The Mad Gardener’s Song” – handout) 
 
10/11 Christina Rossetti, “Goblin Market” 
 (In class: Edward Lear, “The Owl and the Pussycat”) 
 
Week Eight – Presentation Topic: Victorian Ladies and Gentlemen  
 
Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre, Vol. II 
 
10/16 Robert Browning, “Porphyria’s Lover” 
 (In class: Elizabeth Barrett Browning, “How do I love thee?”) 
  
10/18 Caroline Norton, “Letter to the Queen” 
 (In class:  Robert Browning, “My Last Duchess”) 
 
Week Nine – Presentation Topic: Religion and Science 
 
Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre, Vol. III 
 
10/23 Dante Gabriel Rossetti, “The Blessed Damozel” 

(In class: Arthur Hugh Clough, “‘There Is No God,’ the Wicked Saith”) 
 
10/25 Charles Darwin, from The Descent of Man 
 (In class: Emily Brontë, “High waving heather…,” “The night is darkening around me”) 
 

Week Ten – Presentation Topic: Aestheticism, Decadence, and the Fin de Siècle  
 
Oscar Wilde, The Importance of Being Earnest 
 
10/30 (In class: W.S. Gilbert, “If You’re Anxious for to Shine in the High Aesthetic Line”) 
 
11/1 Victorian Era review (PAPER #2 DUE) 
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Week Eleven – Presentation Topic: Travel and Empire 
 
Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness 
 
11/6 Rudyard Kipling, “The White Man’s Burden” 
 (In class: “Mesopotamia 1917”) 
 
11/8 James Joyce, Eveline 

(In class: Thomas Hardy, “The Convergence of the Twain”) 
 
Week Twelve – Presentation Topic: The Great War: Confronting the Modern  
 
Virginia Woolf, Mrs. Dalloway (pp. 2338—2396) 
 
11/13 T. S. Eliot, “Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” 
 (In class: “Sweeney Among the Nightingales”) 
 
11/15 W. B. Yeats, “Lapis Lazuli” 
 (In class: “Leda and the Swan”) 
 
Week Thirteen – No presentation (Thanksgiving week) 
 
Virginia Woolf, Mrs. Dalloway (pp. 2396—2437) 
 
11/20 D.H. Lawrence, “Snake” 
 (In class: “How Beastly the Bourgeois Is” – handout) 
 
Week Fourteen – Presentation Topic: World War II and the End of Empire 
 
George Orwell, Shooting an Elephant 
 
11/27 Dylan Thomas, “Fern Hill” 
 (In class: “Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night”)  
 
11/29 W. H. Auden, “The Shield of Achilles” – handout  
 (In class: “Musée des Beaux Arts”) 
 
Week Fifteen – Presentation Topic: Whose Language? 
 
Hanif Kureishi, My Beautiful Laundrette 
 
12/4 Derek Walcott, “A Far Cry from Africa”  

(In class: Eavan Boland, “What We Lost” – handout) 
 
12/6 20th Century review/Semester wrap-up (PAPER #3 DUE) 
 
	  


