History 2620:  The United States from 1865
Name: Noah Barron 
Pronouns: He/Him
Office Location: Wooten Hall, Room 252
Office Hours: Wednesdays, 11 AM-1PM
Email: Noah.Barron@my.unt.edu

Welcome to UNT!
As members of the UNT community, we have all made a commitment to being part of an institution that respects and values the identities of the students and employees with whom we interact. UNT does not tolerate identity-based discrimination, harassment, and retaliation. UNT’s full Non-Discrimination Policy can be found in the UNT Policies section of the syllabus.
Land Acknowledgment: Acknowledging the land is an Indigenous protocol, and it is important to note that the University of North Texas is located on the unceded territory of the Wichita and Caddo Affiliated Tribes. It is important to study the long processes that have brought us all to reside on this land, and to seek to better understand our places within these histories.
Why History?
History is the sum total of human experience in all its complexity. It is also the only guide we have to the decisions that will shape our future. The study of history allows us to see parallels, analogies, and recurrent patterns, detect long-term trends and forces, and understand what is different about the present. History shows us how past decisions shape and limit future options and how every facet of life is socially and culturally constructed. Equally important, history exposes us to the full richness of human experience and introduces us to fascinating individuals and events and to long-term processes that gradually transform our lives.
Course Description
 	This course is the second half of the US History survey course required for most undergraduate students in Texas. It picks up where Hist 2610 left off, beginning in 1865 until the present day. This course will initially focus on thematic topics often discussed by historians, before pivoting to a decade-focused approach towards the end of the semester. This is to better understand the complications and nuances of modern history and how it impacts our everyday lives and experiences in American society. All lectures will connect to each other in some form or fashion, and oftentimes in multiple ways. 
Course Goals
· To use history to enrich your students’ liberal arts education through critical thinking. 
· To teach students organizational and time management skills that will benefits them not only in their college careers, but beyond. This includes strategies for studying and review as well as planning ahead to finish your work early in the semester. The attached calendar can be helpful for this. 
Course Structure
· 3 Exams at 25% each for 75% 
· 1 signature assignment worth 10% of grade 
· 3 discussion posts and responses at 5% each for 15% 
This is not a work intensive course. What that means, however, is the work you are assigned is important and heavily weighted. Therefore, it is up to the individual students to be on top of their work and manage their time effectively. If students come to class, actively take notes and participate, and spend time learning the material in whatever way suits them, they will do just fine. 
There will be one exam once every five weeks for a total of three exams for three sections in total. These exams are worth 25% each of your grade, for a total of 75%. Each exam will open on the final Friday of each section following a review day and will be available until 11:59PM. While these exams are weighty, the benefit is that there is no final exam for this class. This is for your benefit, so long as you put the work in and earn it. I am more than happy to give y’all one less thing to worry about at the end of the semester. By that same token, there is one less opportunity to improve your grade, so it is up to you to manage your time to ensure you do well on the exams. 
Each section will also include a discussion post. These will be due at 11:59 on the Thursday review day before an exam. Students are to respond to the prompt using their lecture notes. Posts should be at least 300 words and should take the form of a blog post. Each student will additionally post a 150-word response to another student’s post. Prompts TBD. 
The Department of History requires students to complete a signature assignment as part of the Hist 2620 curriculum. This assignment will be a formal essay, 750 words or more in length, using in text citations, based on course materials and more importantly, documents from Containing Multitudes. This will be open to students the week of the first exam. Students will have until the week of the second exam to turn it in. Prompt and Rubric TBD. 
Exact due dates are listed on course calendar. 
Course Prerequisites or Other Restrictions
No prerequisites for the course.
Course Objectives
By the end of this course, students will be able to:
1. Define key historical terms, individuals, ideas, events, and the significance of each in American history.
2. Draw direct connections between historical events and the consequential impact.
3. Critically analyze historical primary sources.
4. Apply the foundational knowledge of history to understanding present circumstances.
5. Identify the significance of why we study history.
Materials
· The American Yawp, Volume II The American Yawp
· Containing Multitudes, by Jennifer Jensen Wallach and Wesley Phelps. Available through the UNT Bookstore
Teaching Philosophy
 	My biggest goal for this course is for students to get something out of it. Beyond specific information, I want y’all to grow as students. Moreover, I believe education is, at its base, the development and practiced use of critical thinking skills. When it comes to the study of history, that includes making connections between historical events and looking at the deeper implications and underlying meanings among them. Even if you are not a history major, and most of you are not, practicing critical thinking like this class will benefit you in your major classes and future careers.
Course Technology & Skills
Minimum Technology Requirements
Provide a list of the minimum technology requirements for students, such as:
· Computer
· Reliable internet access
Computer Skills & Digital Literacy
Provide a list of course-specific technical skills learners must have to succeed in the course, such as:
· Using Canvas
· Using email
Technical Assistance
Part of working in the online environment involves dealing with the inconveniences and frustration that can arise when technology breaks down or does not perform as expected. Here at UNT we have a Student Help Desk that you can contact for help with Canvas or other technology issues.
UIT Help Desk: UIT Student Help Desk site (http://www.unt.edu/helpdesk/index.htm)
Email: helpdesk@unt.edu    
Phone: 940-565-2324
In Person: Sage Hall, Room 130
Walk-In Availability: 8am-9pm
Telephone Availability:
· Sunday: noon-midnight
· Monday-Thursday: 8am-midnight
· Friday: 8am-8pm
· Saturday: 9am-5pm
Laptop Checkout: 8am-7pm
Rules of Engagement
Rules of engagement refer to the way students are expected to interact with each other and with their instructors. Here are some general guidelines:
· While the freedom to express yourself is a fundamental human right, any communication that utilizes cruel and derogatory language on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, or any other characteristic protected under applicable federal or state law will not be tolerated.
· Treat your instructor and classmates with respect in any communication online or face-to-face, even when their opinion differs from your own.
· Ask for and use the correct name and pronouns for your instructor and classmates.
· Speak from personal experiences. Use “I” statements to share thoughts and feelings. Try not to speak on behalf of groups or other individual’s experiences.
· Use your critical thinking skills to challenge other people’s ideas, instead of attacking individuals.
· Avoid using all caps while communicating digitally. This may be interpreted as “YELLING!”
· Be cautious when using humor or sarcasm in emails or discussion posts as tone can be difficult to interpret digitally.
· Avoid using “text-talk” unless explicitly permitted by your instructor.
· Proofread and fact-check your sources.
· Keep in mind that online posts can be permanent, so think first before you type.
See these Engagement Guidelines (https://clear.unt.edu/online-communication-tips) for more information.
Grading         
A student’s overall letter grade for this course will be based on a standard ten-point percentage scale:
A = 90-100
B = 80-89
C = 70-79
D = 60-69
F = 50-59
To receive an A in this course, it is imperative for you to submit assignments on time, engage with all components in each module, prepare well for exams and quizzes, and bring deeply engaged, critical thought to your discussion responses and historical reflection project.
Course Evaluation
Student Perceptions of Teaching (SPOT) is the student evaluation system for UNT and allows students the ability to confidentially provide constructive feedback to their instructor and department to improve the quality of student experiences in the course. I will alert you to when SPOT evaluations will be opening.
Course Policies
Assignment Policy
All assignments will be submitted through our course platform online. You can find all assignment due dates in the syllabus. You can also find the due dates and instructions when clicking on each assignment for details in Canvas. Any written assignments should be submitted as either .DOC or .PDF.
Technical Difficulties: The University is committed to providing a reliable online course system to all users. However, in the event of any unexpected server outage or any unusual technical difficulty which prevents students from completing a time sensitive assessment activity, the instructor will extend the time windows and provide an appropriate accommodation based on the situation. Students should immediately report any problems to the instructor and contact the UNT Student Help Desk: helpdesk@unt.edu or 940.565.2324 and obtain a ticket number. The instructor and the UNT Student Help Desk will work with the student to resolve any issues at the earliest possible time.
Examination Policy
There will be 3 exams in this class. You will be responsible for lecture, textbook, and primary source material for each exam. A review sheet with several essay possibilities will be handed out before the exam. The format of major tests and the final examination will be discussed in detail in review sessions before each is given. Exams will be open note and open book, and you are encouraged to use both. Exams will be uploaded to Canvas in .docx or .pdf format. 
Makeup Exams: In order to make up a quiz or exam, you must provide valid documentation for why you could not complete it on the assigned day. If allowed, students have 3 calendar days to make-up the exam or they get a zero for that test score. The makeup exams may be different in structure and content than the regularly scheduled exams.
Instructor Responsibilities and Feedback:
· For my part in this course, I am here to facilitate a deeper level in understanding American history and to help you spark a personal relevance to history in general. To accomplish this, I work to provide clear instructions on assignments but also stress the significance of why we have these assignments. I also make myself available for any student questions or concerns throughout the course. I regularly review and update my course content as historical study is a living organism that is constantly changing. Additionally, I try to identify resources and encourage students to further study the subject of this course after it ends.
· I reply to student emails as soon as I can, mostly within a 24-hour period.
· Students can expect grades and feedback on assignments no later than 1 week after it is due.
 
Late Work 
Students are strongly encouraged to get in touch with me BEFORE an assignment is due if they know they’re going to miss it. As long as you communicate with me, I am willing to work with you depending on the circumstances. That being said, I do reserve the right to refuse to accept late work. 
Attendance Policy
While there is not required attendance, it is highly recommended. Again this course is built for you to succeed so long as you put in the work required, and showing up to class is a good way to learn the material. I will include material from outside the textbook in each lecture that must be included in your answers on the exams that receive an A, so it is in your best interest to attend each class.
Class Participation
A vital element of every class will be discussion and participation. Healthy discussion is only possible if everyone keeps up with the reading assignments. It is also expected that you will give your undivided attention and support to your classmates during discussions. You can learn a great deal from listening to others. Conversations that take place in this class, or topics that we discuss may be uncomfortable to some. My hope is that you will approach this course with a sense of intellectual wonder and adventure. In this way, perhaps this course will expand what you know and understand about U.S. history. Please keep in mind that academic investigation need not be either stodgy, boring, tiresome, or dull. This requires, however, that you take as much responsibility for your own education as I do in creating an environment where learning can occur for everyone. The class will be as enlightening and exciting as you help make it. I approach this work as a mutual exchange of ideas, theories, hypotheses, and propositions about how history works in contemporary U.S. society. I am not here to merely feed you information just as you are not here to accept all that I say without thinking critically.
Syllabus Change Policy
This syllabus is subject to change at the professor’s discretion. However, any changes I make will not be substantial, and I will communicate fully with you and give you ample time to prepare.
