
Practicum, INFO 5090.998/999 
Syllabus/Course Expectations 

 

You've been on quite a journey, and the end is in sight.  This course 
ensures you've completed all the necessary steps to qualify you for 
graduation.  The home page (listed in the course menu as "Home") is the 
best place for you to start each time you log in to the course; on it, you will 
see three sections which represent the three items you must complete and 
submit (in no particular order) so that you can pass this course.  They are:  

1. Proficiency Checklist (signed by your mentor, sent to the department) 
2. Written Assignment (a short essay you write and post here in the 

course) 
3. Passing score on the TExES Exam * (sent to both me and the 

department) 

 * You must receive a passing score (80) on the practice exam available 
through the Dept. of Ed. before being approved to take the real test. 

  

You've been working on two of these throughout your courses at UNT; this 
is the time for you to submit them.  Open each of the sections on the home 
page to find more information and links you need to complete each 
requirement.  I would advise you to click them all and look through them on 
the first day so you are familiar with what lies ahead.  Be sure to utilize the 
extra resources provided by me and Dr. Schultz-Jones to help you prepare 
for the TExES exam if you haven’t already taken and passed it.  Also 
remember that you must send your passing TExES scores to the 
department and submitting a copy in this course (so you're sending the 
scores twice).   

  

I added an additional section on the course home page with all the 
"other stuff" you'll be wondering about here at the end of your studies, like 
EOP exam, how to apply for library certification from TEA, etc. 

  



IMPORTANT: Please don’t wait until the last week of the semester to get 
things done.  I had several students in panic mode last semester because 
they realized that the department didn’t have some of their records on file 
and it was too late to get them in on time to receive a passing grade in this 
course.  This course is probably the easiest you will take as it only has one 
actual course assignment other than making sure you send documents to 
the department; manage your time and get everything done early (the 
earlier the better) so you aren’t sweating at the end.  The place to view 
what records the department has on file for you is the COHORT course you 
should see in your list of Blackboard courses. 

  

Some of you are returning to this course to complete the requirements.  If 
you are new to the course, please know that you are allowed to take an 
INCOMPLETE at the end of the semester if you need more time to 
complete the requirements.  The "INC" does not count against you, and 
you can be added to the course next semester without registering and free 
of charge.  While we prefer that you pass the course this semester, we also 
understand that you have jobs and families and a million circumstances. 

  

I look forward to a great semester! 

Marco Zannier Virginillo 

 

Program guidelines per department: 

 
UNT's school library certification program adheres to the rules set forth in the Texas 
Administrative Code, which governs educator preparation and certification. Rules 
concerning practicum requirements for professional certifications can be found in 
TAC Rule 228.2 (Links to an external site.) and Rule 228.35 (Links to an external site.). 

The practicum for school library certification students is an ongoing process that begins 
with INFO 5001, the first course in the prescribed sequence of school library program 
coursework and continues throughout the program of coursework. The practicum 
experience is completed after students pass INFO 5090, the official practicum course, 
and fulfill the practicum requirements. 

To be approved for certification through the Texas Education Agency, upon completing 
the MLIS or certification courses, Texas students must apply for school librarian 
certification.  For more information about the process of applying for school library 

https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac%24ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=19&pt=7&ch=228&rl=2
https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac%24ext.TacPage?sl=T&app=9&p_dir=N&p_rloc=181649&p_tloc=&p_ploc=1&pg=7&p_tac=&ti=19&pt=7&ch=228&rl=2


certification, please follow this link: https://coe.unt.edu/educator-preparation-
office/educator-certification# (Links to an external site.). In addition to completing the 
required certification courses, you will be required to provide evidence of the following: 

1. Two years as an early childhood-12th-grade classroom teacher in a public or 
accredited private school. 

2. A Master's Degree (in most any area). 
3. Completion of a state-approved program in librarianship (courses taken from the 

prescribed list must be no more than six years old when the application is made for 
school library certification). 

4. A passing score on the TExES School Librarianship exam (exam administered by 
the state). 

Out of state students must meet certification requirements for their state; a passing 
score on the Texas state certification exam is waived for out of state students but all 
other requirements for Practicum must be met. 

  

PRACTICUM REQUIREMENTS (per department website): 

1.  
1. Students must choose a mentor at the beginning of their school library 

certification program and work with this mentor throughout their program (See 
the list of approved mentors (Links to an external site.) and information about 
choosing mentors.) 

2. Students must spend a minimum of 160 hours working with their mentors to 
complete the Proficiency Checklist (Links to an external site.). 

3. Students will create and maintain an ePortfolio to collect assignments and 
demonstrations of proficiency (see Professional ePortfolio Guidelines (Links to 
an external site.) for directions). 

4. Students must record their practicum hours and activities (day, time spent, and 

activity) in a Record of Time with Mentor spreadsheet to be included in their 
ePortfolio for the completion of the Practicum. 

5. Students must meet with their mentors throughout their certification process, 
working with their mentor on the Proficiencies Checklist throughout their course 
of study, as many course assignments fulfill checklist requirements (see Student-
Mentor responsibilities (Links to an external site.)). 

6. Students must be observed by the UNT Field Supervisor or a designee of the 
Field Supervisor four times during the practicum experience. 

7. Practicum activities must be aligned with the educator standards listed on the 
Proficiencies Checklist. 

8. Students must spend time in a 70-30 ratio across at least two of the three levels 
of libraries or a ratio of 60-20-20 across three levels of libraries elementary, 
middle, and high school, as the activities and jobs are very different in each of 
the levels. 

https://coe.unt.edu/educator-preparation-office/educator-certification
https://coe.unt.edu/educator-preparation-office/educator-certification
https://informationscience.unt.edu/approved-mentor-list
https://informationscience.unt.edu/sites/default/files/drafproficiencychecklist_review1.pdf
https://informationscience.unt.edu/sites/default/files/eportfolio_directions_bsj.pdf
https://informationscience.unt.edu/sites/default/files/eportfolio_directions_bsj.pdf
https://unt.instructure.com/courses/24716/files/4970327/download?wrap=1
https://informationscience.unt.edu/student-mentor-responsibilities
https://informationscience.unt.edu/student-mentor-responsibilities
https://unt.instructure.com/courses/24716/files/4970327/download?wrap=1
https://unt.instructure.com/courses/24716/files/4970327/download?wrap=1


9. Attendance at conferences such as TLA or ALA may be used to complete 
elements of the Proficiency Checklist (Standard 4) with documentation of 
sessions attended and approval of the student's mentor and the UNT Field 
Supervisor. 

10. Mentors must cosign off on all elements of the Proficiency Checklist for the 
practicum to be accepted as complete. 

11. Completion of the practicum is a requirement for graduation and certification. 

Students who are already working in school libraries may not waive the Practicum 
requirement and must choose a mentor, although the actual time spent in the mentor's 
library may be less than the 160 hours. Contact with the mentor must meet the 160-hour 
requirement. The four observations, Proficiencies Checklist and ePortfolio must be 
submitted. 

  

LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

Assignment Objective: Proficiency Checklist 

At the conclusion of this course, students will be able to organize their experiences 
during the internship in the form of a proficiency checklist distinguishing the ways that 
their time was spent in accordance with the required elements on the 
checklist. ALA/AASL Standard Met: 1.3.1, 1.3.2, 1.4.2, 2.4.1 

Assignment Objective: Pass the TExES Certification Exam 

At the conclusion of this course, students will be able to demonstrate mastery of the 
essential topics in the Master of Library Science degree by passing the state of Texas 
school librarian certification exam.  ALA/AASL Standard Met: 3.2.4, 4.2.1, 4.2.2 

Assignment Objective(s): Formal Observation 

a) At the conclusion of this course, students will be able to compose goals and 
objectives for their future work in the field of librarianship. Mastery will be determined by 
the students’ abilities to diagnose problem areas and develop goals and strategies to 
manage and overcome those issues. ALA/AASL Standard Met: goals and strategies 
developed by students should represent the breadth of standards that create a robust 
library program. 


