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SYLLABUS 
 

SOCI 5050 CLASSICAL SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY 
 

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS    Fall 2018 

Wednesday  06:00P-8:50PM        CURY 110  
Professor:  Milan Zafirovski 

Office:  Sycamore 288G    

Office hours: Thursday 3:00-5:00 PM and by appointment 

E-mail: Milan.Zafirovski@unt.edu   

 

 

Description 

 

The following is a master-level graduate course that focuses on classical sociological theory. 

Historically, the course examines most relevant sociological theories and theorists from the 

second half of the 19th century through the early 20th century (ending with the late 1920s). In 

accordance with this historical perspective, it examines several crucial classical theories/theorists 

defined. Class sessions will be organized so that each will revolve around one of these classical 

theories/ theorists (see the class schedule below).  

 

The class’ distinctive attribute and aim is its attempt to connect classical sociological theory to 

its prior anticipations in social thought and philosophy as well as to its subsequent contemporary 

and current versions. Students are encouraged and expected, though not required, to possess 

some background in pre-classical as well as contemporary social thought, given these 

connections between the various strands of sociological theory. The course’s organization 

implies that some prior background in pre-classical and post-classical social theories at the 

undergraduate level may be helpful, though not strictly necessary, to a fuller comprehension and 

mastery of classical sociological theory. As a practical point, the class may assist students in 

their work in sociological theory and beyond (e.g. writing and publishing works, including 

master theses, dissertations and articles). In terms of real-life implications and applications, the 

course is premised on the idea that theory helps better understand, explain, and predict and to 

some degree change or shape the social world.  

  

Objectives 

 

The following goals will be endeavored to attain in this class: 

 

a. Presentation of the emergence, development and types of classical sociological theory 

within Western society from the early 1800s to the early 1900s.   

 

b. Understanding and comparison of the principal strands and representatives of classical 

sociological theory during the above period of time.  
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c. Examination of the conceptual and methodological relationships of classical sociological 

theory to pre-classical social thought on the one hand and to contemporary and current 

social theory on the other, notably continuities and discontinuities  between them. 

 

d. Exploration of inter-disciplinary relations of classical sociological theory to other modes 

of theorizing within social science, e.g. anthropology, social psychology, political 

science, economics, etc. 

 

e. Appraisal of the empirical relevance as well as practical applications of major classical 

sociological theories in contemporary society. 

 

f. Stimulation of students’ interests in further studies of sociological theory, assistance in 

their attempt at connecting theory to their and social reality as well as in their activities, 

including writing/publishing.  

 

Course Requirements 

 

A first major course requirement is writing one term paper, 15 pages long (minimum, double-

spaced, font size 12, margins 1). The professor will formulate the topics at least one week prior 

to the respective deadlines (see below). The paper should be written in a journal form in 

accordance with the format of a sociological journal. A preferred choice in this regard is the 

format of Sociological Theory (available in the library and from the professor), the official 

theory journal of the American Sociological Association, although any other sociological journal 

might be used for that purpose. The professor may also show appropriate samples for 

assignments and term papers on request. The due date for the term paper is the last class session 

specified by the course schedule, 

 

Another course requirement is to prepare weekly typed assignments (4 pages double-spaced as 

the minimum, font size 12, margins 1) on the readings. Weekly assignment are due for the class 

session when the assigned book is covered (see class schedule below), with some flexibility in 

justified cases. These assignments should present accurately, precisely, and objectively the main 

theoretical argument, propositions, and examples of the readings and provide textual proof 

(citations) in support of statements and interpretations. When there are two or more different 

readings for a class session (see the schedule), the assignment should compare and contrast these 

readings. The assignments are to be submitted prior to the discussion of readings in class rather 

than afterwards, except in some extra-ordinary situations beyond students’ control (e.g., justified 

absence).  Another requirement is a critical oral presentation of a theory/theorist of one’s own 

choice; no written papers needed and no reading from prepared texts is permitted (more to be 

said in class). Finally, active class participation is required and strongly encouraged and 

emphasized as the way to improve performance and grade.    

 

Important note: As a separate requirement, the paper is an article-like analysis of a single topic 

and different/independent from reports as general summaries of readings. A paper is not a mere 

sum of reports. Papers that incorporate (‘copy-and-paste’), paraphrase, compile, or otherwise use 

weekly assignments will receive a failing grade and treated as academically dishonest behavior. 

Also, only the specific readings for this course (see below) may be used for writing the paper and 
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weekly assignments, and no extraneous sources (books and papers) are allowed to use for the 

sake of this course (but can be used for further improvement and publication after the course).   

 

The final grade will be determined/calculated from the term paper’s grade (letter grade A, B, C, 

D, F), weekly assignments’ summary descriptive grade (pass or fail). and critical oral 

presentation’s descriptive grades (pass or fail). Students are encouraged to submit and, upon 

return, keep a complete portfolio of weekly assignments submitted, since failure to prepare a 

weekly assignment will result in a failing grade for that particular assignment and used to 

calculate the summary grade. Incomplete report portfolios will result in an incomplete grade, 

even if the paper has been completed. The same holds if the paper has not been completed, 

despite a full portfolio of weekly assignments. To take one example of grade calculation, if a 

student has received A (B) for the term paper,  summary grade ‘pass’ for weekly assignments 

and critical oral presentation’s graded ‘pass’,  the final grade will be A (B), and so forth. 

However, if weekly assignments’ summary grades and/or critical oral presentation’s grades are 

‘fail’, then the final grade will be lowered accordingly by one grade (e.g., from A to B, B to C, 

etc.).   

 

Statement of class attendance. Class attendance is mandatory. More than 2 absences in total by a 

student in classroom (or online when applicable) will be sanctioned by being dropped from the 

course (in view of respective university deadlines) or assigned a lower grade (after these 

deadlines). In the case of missed classes, students are responsible for any class notes, handouts, 

assignments, announcements, etc.  

 

Statement of academic integrity. In light of this being a graduate class, academic integrity and 

honesty is strongly expected and strictly enforced. In particular, academically dishonest behavior 

such as plagiarism (for the definition see The Student Code of Conduct) will result in a falling 

grade for the entire course, a likely disciplinary action and further adverse consequences. In 

general, feel free to discuss whatever matters you might have with professor in and outside class. 

 

Acceptable Student Behavior: Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to 

conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not 

be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will 

be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of 

Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The 

university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including 

university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student 

Conduct can be found at www.deanofstudents.unt.edu 
 

Disability Statement: Appropriate accommodation can be provided for students with disabilities. 

As required by accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, attempts will be made to 

meet all certified requirements. For more information call the Office of Disability 

Accommodation at 565-4323. 
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Readings 
 

Comte, Auguste. Auguste Comte and Positivism. Any edition. 

 

Durkheim, Emile. The Rules of Sociological Method. Any edition.  

 

Mannheim, Karl. Ideology and Utopia. Any edition. 

 

Marx, Karl and Engels Friedrich. The Communist Manifesto. The German Ideology. Any 

editions.  

 

Pareto, Vilfredo. The Rise and Fall of Elites: An Application of Theoretical Sociology. Any 

edition. 

 

Simmel, Georg. Conflict. The Web of Group Affiliations. Any edition. 

 

Tönnies, Ferdinand. Community and Society (Gemeinschaft and Gesellschaft). Any edition. 

 

Weber, Max. The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. Any edition. 

 

Course Schedule according to SOCI 6100 

(Tentative assignments and readings by weeks subject to change when necessary--based on 

professor edition, students are encouraged to read as much as possible) 

    

August 29, 2018 Introduction to Classical Sociological Theory 

 

September 05, 2018 Reading Assignment: Comte, Auguste. Auguste Comte and Positivism  

especially pp. 71-101, Introduction, Chapter 1. Account of the aim of the 

work. 

 

September 12, 2018 Reading Assignment: Comte, Auguste. Auguste Comte and Positivism 

continued  

especially pp. 195-252, Book VI. Social Physics, Chapter 1. Necessity and 

Opportuneness of This New Science, Chapter 2. Characteristics of the 

positive method in its application to social phenomena. 

 

September 19, 2018 Reading Assignment: Marx, Karl and Engels Friedrich. The German 

Ideology  

especially pp. 27-102,  Part I: Feuerbach. Opposition of the Materialist and 

Idealist Outlook 

The Communist Manifesto especially part I  

 

September 26, 2018 Reading Assignment: Tönnies, Ferdinand. Community and Society 

(Gemeinschaft and Gesellschaft)   

 especially pp. 17-91, Book One. A General Classification Of Key Ideas 
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October 03, 2018  Durkheim, Emile. Rules of Sociological Method  

 pp. 48-83, Chapter 1 What is a Social Fact? , Chapter 2 Rules for the 

observation of social facts 

 

October 10, 2018 Durkheim, Emile. Rules of Sociological Method continued 

especially pp. 85-118, Chapter 3 Rules for the distinction between the 

normal and the pathological, Chapter 4 Rules for the constitution of social 

types. 

 

October 17, 2018 Simmel, Georg. Conflict. 

pp. 13-123, Chapter 1. The sociological nature of conflict, Chapter 2. 

Competition, Chapter 3. Conflict and the structure of the group. 

  

October 24, 2018 Simmel, Georg. The Web of Group Affiliations. 

   pp. 87-195, the Web of Group Affiliations. 

 

October 31, 2018 Weber, Max. The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism  

pp. 35-92. Chapter I. Religious affiliation and social stratification, Chapter 

II The spirit of capitalism, Chapter III Luther's conception of the calling 

  

November 07, 2018 Weber, Max. The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, continued 

  pp. 92-183, Chapter IV. The religious foundations of worldly asceticism,  

   Chapter V Asceticism and the spirit of capitalism.  

 

November 14, 2018 Pareto, Vilfredo. The Rise and Fall of Elites 

   pp. 25-101, all parts written by Pareto 

 

November 21, 2018 Mannheim, Karl. Ideology and Utopia.  

especially pp. 1-83, Chapter 1. Preliminary approach to the problem,   

Chapter 2. Ideology And Utopia.   

   Paper Topics Given 

 

November 28, 2018 Student critical presentations of a selected theory/theorist 

 

December 05, 2018 Student critical presentations of a selected theory/theorist continued  

 

December 12, 2018 Term Paper Due (by class time, submissions after the end of class will be 

treated as late and assigned an incomplete) 

 

 


