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Course Description
This course is designed to provide students with conceptual frameworks and tools necessary to analyze and understand social problems. The class will analyze the nature and interconnections between the functioning and mal-functioning social institutions, the problems of social inequality, the problems of deviance and crime, the problems of social change, and so forth. The course strongly emphasizes the sociological perspective and imagination. There are no prerequisites for this course. The main purpose of this course is to make students familiar with a sociological, i.e., systematic and critical, perspective on modern post-industrial societies, with an emphasis on American society and culture. The hope is in doing so the course will help students in evolving and applying their original view of social problems and generally their own vision of life in society.

Course Objectives.

Course objectives are the following:

1. To understand theoretical perspectives and methodological approaches for analyzing and resolving social problems and related matters. 

2. To acquire knowledge and understanding of real-life social problems in the Unites States and other countries.   

3. To generalize from concrete social problems to general theoretical perspectives and methodological approaches.  

4. To apply reasoning and knowledge to specific social problems and other controversial issues in modern society.

5. To place social problems in a comparative-historical and global context through comparing characteristics in the United States with those of other contemporary societies.

6. To raise students’ interest in continuing the study of social problems and related sociological matters on undergraduate and graduate levels. 

Course Requirements

This course has simple requirements, namely objective exams only, simplifying and objectifying the grading process as much as possible. In this course there will be two exams, a midterm exam and a final examination (see course schedule). The format of midterm and final exams will have short, clear multiple-choice questions (usually 50). The exams will be objective such to evaluate students’ reading, knowledge, and grasp of the readings. Exam scores will be computer-generated and so will be the final grade. Therefore there will be no subjective elements in how exam scores and the final grade are determined. The worth of each exam will be 100 points (maximum). Exams will be given and taken only online (UNT Blackboard) during the specified time period and with specific time limits (e.g., 1 hour). 

Failure to take an online exam, without proper documented justification, during the specified time period (see below) will result in a zero (0) score for the missed exam. If an online exam is missed with documented justification during the specified period, make-up exams can be taken either online or in person (closed books and notes) in the department of sociology no later than 2 days after the specified exam period. This applies only to midterm exams, no final make-up exams will be given after the specified time period. Therefore, no incompletes will be given in case of a failure to take an exam during the specified time period without documented justification. 
Exams cannot be retaken or continued either online or in person because of ‘bad’ Internet connection and other computer ‘problems’. It is student responsibility to have a proper Internet connection and computer. Online computer-generated exam scores are final and cannot be changed by professor under any circumstances (just as SAT or GRE scores cannot be changed). Each exam may be taken only ONCE (in one attempt), and any attempts to take the exam again will be an act of academic dishonesty and pursued accordingly. Exams must be taken by each student individually and independently of other students, and not in groups and collaboratively; if it is determined that an online exam is taken in groups and collaboratively, this will be treated as academic dishonesty and pursued accordingly. There is no ‘curving’ of exam scores. 

Technical instructions (from UNT CLEAR). Avoid using a wireless connection for exams unless one is certain of its reliability. Take exams using a supported web browser on a computer or laptop rather than using an iPad. If using an iPad, the Chrome browser is recommended. Contact the UIT Helpdesk at 940-565-2324 for assistance in the event of technical problems affecting the ability to access or complete a test. 

It is the policy of this course that no extra-credits or ‘special treatments’ will be given to any students—NO additional assignments, chances, requests, and exceptions. Online discussions are optional (not required), and used as the tool to better prepare students for exams, and not for extra-points. The only basis for dispensing credits/grades is objective performance and merit rather than needs, desires and other subjective considerations. This ensures maximum fairness in grading. It is students’ own responsibility for class notes, outlines, announcements, etc. The professor will be always and maximally available to students online and in office to address their queries and concerns.

Final grades will be calculated as follows. 





Midterm Exam






100  points (maximum)

Final Exam







100 points (maximum)










-----------------------------

Total points from exams





200 points (maximum)/divided by 2

The following grading scale will be applied:

Total Points/Divided by 2 
Grade 

180/2 = 90 and above

A







160‑179/2 = 80+

 B 

140‑159/2 = 70+

C

120‑139/2 = 60+

D

Under 120/2 = less than 60
F

Readings

Required: Stainley Eitzen, Maxine Zinn, and Kelly Smith. Social Problems. 13th edition. Pearson. ISBN 13 978-0-205-88188-8

Tentative Reading Assignments by Weeks 

(Course Schedule Subject to Change)

June 08-15, 2015

Reading Assignments and Lecture Subjects

CHAPTER 1 The Sociological Approach to Social Problems, in Eitzen, pp. 2-25





CHAPTER 2 Wealth and Power, in 
Eitzen, pp. 26-53

June 15-22, 2015

Reading Assignments and Lecture Subjects
CHAPTER 3 World Population and Global Inequality, in Eitzen, pp. 54-74.





CHAPTER 4 Threats to the Environment, in Eitzen, pp. 75-97

June 22-26, 2015

Reading Assignments and Lecture Subjects

CHAPTER 6 Problems of Place, in Eitzen, pp. 128-154





CHAPTER 7 Poverty, in Eitzen, pp. 155-181





Review for the Midterm Exam
June 26, 2015


Midterm Exam 
on Blackboard from 12AM-9PM

June 26-29, 2015

Reading Assignments and Lecture Subjects 

CHAPTER 8 Racial and Ethnic Inequality, in Eitzen, pp. 182-210

June 29- July 06, 2015
Reading Assignments and Lecture Subjects 

CHAPTER 12 Crime and Justice, in Eitzen, pp. 285-310

CHAPTER 14 The Economy and Work, in Eitzen, pp. 339-368

July 06-10, 2015

Reading Assignments and Lecture Subjects 

CHAPTER 15 Families, in Eitzen, pp. 369-400







CHAPTER 17 The Healthcare System, in Eitzen, pp. 430-458





Review for the Final Exam 

July 10, 2015


Final Exam (material since Midterm Exam) 
on Blackboard from 12AM-9PM
