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Age of Empire 

1848-1914 

     Dr. Michael V. Leggiere 

 email: Michael.leggiere@unt.edu 

HIST 4260     

Summer 2019

TEXTBOOKS: J. Remak, The Origins of World War I 1871-1914 

 Roy Bridge and Roger Bullen The Great Powers and the European States System 1814-1914 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

From 1815-1850, in the aftermath of Napoleon’s near domination of Europe, the European Powers developed a 

system of military and political balance. The aptly-named “Balance of Power” in Europe was a system that aimed 

to maintain international order and peace by following any increase in strength of one nation-state with an increase 

in strength of his geographic or political enemy. By upholding this precarious system, the argument continued, no 

country would be willing to embark on a course of military expansion for fear of reprisal by an equally powerful 

force. Beginning in 1848, that system broke down, leading to the consolidation of Italy and Germany, respectively, 

into viable and strong nation-states in the heart of Europe, changing the structure of the balance of power. With the 

creation of the German Empire in 1871, a new system replaced the old balance of power. However, the volatile 

Balkan Peninsula threatened the very foundation of the European balance of power. By 1914, the balance of power 

differed greatly from the balance of power in 1848. The balance that immediately preceded World War I was a 

balance of two armed camps--Great Britain, France, and Russia on one side and Germany, Austria-Hungary, and 

(nominally) Italy on the other. These permanent partnerships locked policymakers into “blank- checks” of support 

for their allies in the name of preserving the precarious balance of power. This, in turn, permitted weak nations to 

act irresponsibly, with the certainty that they would be defended by their more powerful partners. This moral hazard 

problem explains the Balkan Crises of 1874-1913. Combine the belligerent and arrogance of the smaller states with 

a philosophy of conduct that accepted war and the periphery could easily drag the center into war.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
This course will cover the period between the ending of the Revolutions of 1848 and the beginning of World War I 

in 1914. That 40-year period witnessed revolutionary changes in the alignment of Europe’s Great Powers. Between 

1848 and 1914, Europe experienced mounting diplomatic tensions and the division of the continent into rival 

alliance systems. The outbreak of war in 1914 had long-term origins which are complex and often obscure. The 

purpose of this course is to provide a thorough examination of the long-term origins of World War I. Students will 

gain an in-depth understanding of the European Balance of Power and how it changed between 1848 and 1914. 

Students will gain a thorough understanding of the forces that changed the balance of power and led Europe down 

the path to the Great War. Specifically, the course objectives : 

Course Objective 1 (Modules One, Two, and Three): Students will gain a detailed understanding of two of the great 

"Questions" of mid-nineteenth century Europe--the "Eastern Question" and the "Italian Question"--and will 

understand how the Eastern Question put Europe on the course to the First World War while the Italian Question 

was solved by the unification of Italy. 

Course Objective 2 (Modules Four, Five, Six, and Seven): Students will gain a detailed understanding of the 

greatest of the "Questions" of mid-nineteenth century Europe--the "German Question" and will understand how 

Prussia solved the German Question by the unification of Germany through blood and iron. 

Course Objective 3 (Modules Eight and Nine): Students will gain a detailed understanding of German Chancellor 

Otto von Bismarck's European diplomacy from 1871 to 1879, especially his policies toward France, Russia, the 

Austro-Hungarian Empire, and the "Eastern Question."  

Course Objective 4 (Modules Ten and Eleven): Students will gain a detailed understanding of German Chancellor 
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Otto von Bismarck's European diplomacy from 1879 to 1890 and understand how the Eastern Question challenged 

the European alliance system. Students will know the details related to the the culmination of Bismarck's alliance 

system as well as his fall from power. 

 

Course Objective 5 (Modules Twelve and Thirteen): Students will gain a detailed understanding of New 

Imperialism and its numerous motives by knowing the "Scramble for Africa," the "Great Game" in Central Asia, 

and the Open Door Policy in East Asia. 

 

Course Objective 6 (Modules Fourteen, Fifteen, and Sixteen): Students will gain a detailed understanding of how 

Bismarck's successors floundered and wrecked his alliance system, and so alienated France, Britain, and Russia that 

they formed alliances that divided Europe into two armed camps.  

 

Course Objective 7 (Modules Seventeen and Eighteen): Students will gain a detailed understanding of how the 

"Eastern Question" finally lit the fuse that set off the explosion of the First World War. 

 

COURSE PREREQUISITES: None, but a general understanding of the events between 1815 and 1914 would be 

helpful. 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

Class extends from 8 July to 8 August, with the Final Exam on 9 August. The class is structured as if we are 

meeting like a regular 5-week summer course, so on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. One module 

each has been created for each of those days between 8 July and 7 August, for a total of eighteen modules (8 

August is a study day). For EACH module, students must do each of the following: 

 

1) answer the Module’s discussion question in at least 100 words and comment on another student’s answer to the 

same discussion question. You will automatically be assigned another student’s paper and your comments will 

remain anonymous 

2) answer the Module’s essay question and submit it for grading 

3) answer the Module’s quiz. The quizzes are timed according to the number of questions. If there are 15 questions, 

you will have 30 minutes. You will have 2 chances to take each exam, and Canvas will record the higher grade 

 

Exams: For your mid-term on 18 July, Canvas will allow you to retake any quiz from Modules One through Seven. 

You will have one attempt to improve your score and Canvas will record the highest of the three attempts (the two 

attempts that you must take while doing the module plus the extra attempt on the day of the mid-term. If you are 

satisfied with the quiz grades you earned in Modules One through Seven, you do not have to do anything for the 

midterm. For your final on 9 August, Canvas will allow you to retake any quiz from Modules Eight through 

Eighteen. Once again, you will have one attempt to improve your score and Canvas will record the highest of the 

three attempts (the two attempts that you must take while doing the module plus the extra attempt on the day of the 

final. If you are satisfied with the quiz grades you earned in Modules One through Seven, you do not have to do 

anything for the final. 

   

Grading: The total percentage value of the quizzes will be 70% of your course grade; the total percentage value of 

the discussions will be 15% of your course grade; and the total percentage value of the essays will be 15% of your 

course grade.  Course grades will be determined as follows: 

As: 90-100;    Bs: 80-89;    Cs: 70-79;   Ds: 60-69;   Fs: 59-0 

 

 EXAM DATES 

 

Mid-Term                                                                                                                                                              18 July 

Final                                                                                                                                                                      9 August 
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READINGS: 
I expect you to read the assigned materials and textbooks. The textbook readings are not long and will provide you 

with an overview of the issues discussed in the assigned materials. The assigned materials contain many maps and 

pictures to help you make a visual connection with the accompanying information. You must read the assigned 

materials before taking the quizzes because you will not have time to look up each answer. The quiz questions are 

designed to test your reading comprehension and critical thinking skills. Remember, the trade off is that you do not 

have to take a massive mid-term and final, so put some time into reading the assigned materials and do your best on 

the quizzes.   

 

DUE DATES: 

All module assignments (discussion, essay, and quiz) are due by midnight the following day. For example, Module 

One will be assigned on 8 July and all material will be due by midnight on 9 July. If you do not complete any one 

of the three module assignments by midnight the following day you will receive 0s on whatever of the three 

assignments you did not complete. However, if you missed the quiz, you can take it on either the midterm or the 

final. This may seem like a lot of work, but remember that a normal 5-week summer course meets for 2 hours every 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, plus all of the extra studying that goes into a midterm and a final.  

 

HONOR:  
Cheating is a serious offense. Cheating on exams will be dealt with in accordance with the Student Conduct Code.  

It is your responsibility to know the definition of plagiarism. Any form of collaboration is strictly prohibited.  

Collaboration not only includes cheating, but also passively or actively helping another cheat or plagiarize. There is 

no reason to cheat - all you have to do is study. All instances of academic misconduct (e.g., cheating, plagiarism) 

will be reported to the University. If a student is found guilty of academic misconduct, he or she could face loss of 

credit for the work and/or course involved, probation, and/or separation from the university as determined by the 

proper University authorities.   

 

STUDENT DEVELOPMENT:  

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students 

seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their 

eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to 

faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at 

any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to 

avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every 

semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information 

see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 

940.565.4323. The ODA liaison for the Department of History is Dr. Pomerleau (WH 234, 565-4214). 

 

TROUBLESHOOTING: 

What Makes a Successful Online Learner? 

1. Computer Literacy. You need to have a basic knowledge of computer and Internet skills in order to be successful 

in an online course 

2. Strong reading and writing skills.  

3. Self-motivated and independent learner.  

4. Time commitment.  

5. Time management: log-in frequently and develop study schedules. 

6. Be an active learner. 

7. Persistence is perhaps the biggest key to success in online learning. 

8. Effective and Appropriate Communication Skills. 

9. Good Study Environment. 

 

 

https://webmail.unt.edu/OWA/redir.aspx?C=UO8np1ZB0E-RK7ZvgWYcMhUiIXx6Us8IKsUnNhHIZZ9aCwDtWAkECkUnT2omfN5HpH-R4RYmyjw.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.unt.edu%2foda
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Netiquette skills:  

To engage within discussion forums, which is a typical method to interact with your classmates and apply course 

concepts through dialogue, you need to use netiquette skills. Netiquette skills include, for example, using full 

sentences, avoiding sarcasm, and using emoticons. These skills also apply to email communication, where you want 

to be clear and succinct. To make the most of learning with discussion forums, you want to provide thoughtful 

responses that include deeper insights that build on course concepts. You can add value to online discussions by 

encouraging fellow classmates to expand on their ideas by posing thoughtful ideas and questions that will challenge 

classmates (and yourself) to think and reflect further about concepts. 

 

Computer skills: 

At the very least, you will need basic computer skills to function effectively in an online course. You will be 

communicating with me and your classmates through discussion forums and email. You may also upload 

assignments, convert documents to PDF files, navigate within the course site, and conduct searches. You will need 

access to a computer or laptop, an email address, as well as access to a reliable, high-speed internet connection. 

Access to word processing software such as Microsoft’s Word or Apple’s Pages. The main gateway into an online 

course is through the Canvas course management system; you will need to be familiar with the features of Canvas. 

 

Support: 

On the far left of your screen is the global navigation menu (left of the course menu) and at the bottom of that menu 

is Help. There you will find a link to our CLEAR help desk (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. for 

when things go wrong as well as a link to Canvas guides (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. that 

contain step-by-step instructions for nearly every function in Canvas. If you do not know how to do something in 

Canvas, then those guides are the best resource you have to figure things out for yourself.   

 

Email Etiquette: 

Here are some simple steps to take to send a respectful email that will not get you on your professor's bad side. 

 Use your UNT email. This marks the message as legitimate and not spam. It also gives the professor an 

idea of who is sending the message. It also saves you from looking uncouth to your professor because of 

your off-color personal email username. (Using an email address like “bootiephantum1999@mail.com” is 

not a way to make a positive impression on your professor or anyone else for that matter.) 

 Always use subject lines. When filling the subject line, make sure that you mention the class that you are 

enrolled in and what the email concerns. You do not want it to seem like a randomly generated subject and 

end up in your professor's spam folder. 

 Address your professor directly; do not just launch straight into a request. Examples: “Dear Dr. 

Smith,” “Hello Dr. Jones,” “Dr. Zimmerman, I hope you are well....” 

 If your UNT email address does not use your full last name (in other words, it uses your initials or some 

other abbreviation of your name), then make sure your first sentence identifies who you are by name. If 

your class is large, or taught in multiple sections, you may want to include your class and meeting time as 

well. Example: “This is Tony Romo from your French History class.” 

 Be polite: It is not a text message to a friend. Use complete sentences. Do not make demands. Remember to 

write please and thank you. 

 Be succinct: Keep your message short and to the point. Your professor is going to have probably hundreds 

of email messages to wade through each day. Just get to the point and politely, respectfully, ask your 

request. 

 Make sure you are as clear as possible about what it is you need to ask of your professor without writing a 

novel. 

 Do not use your email to argue and never send an email when angry. You want to be sure that you maintain 

a professional demeanor. 

 Conclude your email with something polite like “Thanks,” “Thanks for your time,” “See you in class,” 

“Regards,” etc. Then re-type your first name. 

https://clear.unt.edu/services/lms-support
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10460
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 Grammar and Spell check. Prior to sending your email, be sure that you proofread your message. You 

should not write your email as though you are texting your friend. Make sure it contains full sentences, 

proper grammar, and real spelling. DO NOT USE TEXTING ABBREVIATIONS OR JARGON. 

 Do not write in all capital letters. This is generally viewed as SHOUTING. 

 

 

 


