Appreciation of Dance as a Contemporary Art Form
DANC 1200.001  |  Fall 2026, Second 8-Week Session  |  Online  |  3 Credit Hours
Instruction begins October 12, 2026. Eight instructional weeks: October 12–December 6. Final submission window: December 7–11 (confirm official course end date in UNT/Canvas).
Instructor & Communication
Instructor
Contact
Reyna Mondragon (she/her/hers)
ReynaMondragon@unt.edu
Office
DATH 103G
Office hours
Monday/Wednesday, 10:30 AM–1:30 PM (confirm for Fall 2026)
Response time
Within 48 hours, except weekends; use UNT email or Canvas messages
Course Description
This course primarily explores the aesthetics of dance as an art form. It examines the dancer-artist, the moving body, creative practices, and the ways dance communicates and connects people. Students will develop an appreciation of dance as a reflection of contemporary society, while examining its evolution across historical and cultural contexts. Through lectures and readings, films, digital media, performance viewings, discussions, and written critical analysis, students will encounter concert, social, and cultural dance forms, including ballet, modern, contemporary, jazz, hip-hop, tap, and global traditions. No previous dance experience is required.
Course Learning Objectives
Demonstrate critical understanding and appreciation of dance as an evolving art form across concert, social, and global traditions.
Analyze historical and cultural contexts of dance and its relationships to community, identity, and social change.
Identify and use foundational dance vocabulary, including time, space, energy, rhythm, and movement dynamics.
Observe and evaluate live or recorded dance with informed language, specific evidence, and attention to artistic choices.
Describe the contributions of dancers, choreographers, and collaborators to dance production and presentation.
Research a dance-related topic using credible sources and communicate findings through a paper or curated digital exhibit.
Course Materials & Technology
Required textbook: Dance Appreciation, First Edition, by Dawn Loring and Julie Pentz.
Additional readings, articles, films, videos, and other resources will be provided through Canvas.
Reliable internet access; Canvas-compatible browser; UNT email; speakers/headphones; word-processing software able to export DOCX or PDF; PDF reader; and access to a camera/microphone if an assignment requires recording.
Students should use UNT Library resources and MLA citation practices for academic research. Contact the instructor promptly if technology access is a barrier.
Weekly Rhythm & Engagement
The course is asynchronous unless an individual Canvas module specifies otherwise. Students should review each module at the beginning of the week, complete assigned readings/viewings, and participate in the designated response, discussion, or reflection. Weekly activities also guide progress on the single major research project.
Typical deadlines: Thursday by 11:59 PM for the assigned reading/viewing response OR initial discussion; Sunday by 11:59 PM for remaining weekly activities, discussions, reflections, and project checkpoints. Canvas lists the authoritative due date and time for each assignment. Week 8 and the final submission window follow the calendar below.
Eight-Week Course Calendar
Week / dates
Focus
Read / view
Activities & submissions
1 | Oct 12–18
What Is Dance? Human expression, personal movement history, ways of seeing; time, space, energy.
Canvas introduction materials and dance fundamentals viewings.
Introductions discussion; Personal Movement History Reflection.
2 | Oct 19–25
Dance, Culture & Community. Social dance, cultural traditions, identity, community, and global perspectives.
Selected social/cultural dance readings and videos.
Reading/viewing response; Cultural Dance Reflection; explore final research topics.
Week 3: Oct. 26–Nov. 1	Dance Through History: Exploring ballet, modern, postmodern, and contemporary dance through movement, artistic traditions, and experimentation.	Dance Appreciation by Dawn Loring and Julie Pentz. Chapters 5 and 6: Ballet and Modern/Contemporary Modern Dance. Selected dance performance videos.	Seeing Dance Through History: Comparative Video Analysis. Research Project Topic Proposal.
5 | Nov 9–15
Dance as Voice & Social Change. Activism, identity, representation, and movement as social response.
Dance and social change readings/viewings.
Social impact discussion; research progress check.
6 | Nov 16–22
Dance on Screen & Digital Media. Dance film, technology, social media, and interdisciplinary work.
Dance film and media resources.
Dance Film Analysis; research project outline.
7 | Nov 23–29
Viewing, Responding & Critiquing Dance. Observation, choreographic choices, interpretation, and aesthetics.
Performance analysis and criticism resources.
Short viewing response; research draft or digital exhibit preview; peer feedback. Holiday-week workload may be adjusted in Canvas.
8 | Nov 30–Dec 6
Connecting the Ideas: Dance Appreciation. Global perspectives, contemporary practices, and synthesis.
Selected contemporary viewings and course review.
Final discussion; course reflection; refine final research project.
Final | Dec 7–11
Final research submission window (subject to official session end date).
No new readings.
Submit final research paper or digital exhibit by the Canvas deadline.
Major Course Assignments & Grading
Category
Weight
Description
Weekly reading/viewing responses and discussions
30%
Alternating short written responses and discussion activities, grounded in assigned materials.
Weekly research activities and reflections
30%
Personal and cultural reflections, dance film analysis, and scaffolded research project checkpoints.
Final research project
40%
One sustained investigation submitted as a research paper or digital exhibit, with MLA citations.
TOTAL
100%
Grading scale: A = 90–100%; B = 80–89%; C = 70–79%; D = 60–69%; F = below 60%. Canvas weighted totals reflect category percentages.
Final Research Project — Exploring Dance
Students select a dance-related question or topic and investigate its relationship to history, culture, society, identity, artistic expression, or technology. The final submission may be (A) a research paper or (B) a curated digital exhibit with written analysis, appropriate dance examples, and source credits. Work must demonstrate original thinking, course connections, credible research, and MLA citations. Detailed length, source-count, and rubric requirements will be posted in Canvas.
Week
Project development within weekly activities
2
Explore possible topics and research questions.
3
Submit topic proposal and relevance to the course.
4
Identify credible sources and preliminary findings.
5
Connect findings to course concepts; progress check.
6
Submit project outline or exhibit structure.
7
Share draft or preview and provide/receive feedback.
8
Revise and refine the final submission.
Final window
Submit final paper or digital exhibit.
Course Expectations & Policies
Engagement
Consistent participation is essential in an accelerated online course. Students are expected to read and view materials, complete assignments on time, and engage respectfully with differing viewpoints. Online participation is demonstrated through meaningful coursework and discussions rather than physical attendance.
Late Work
Work submitted after the deadline receives an immediate 10% deduction. Work is not accepted more than 24 hours late except in extreme extenuating circumstances approved by the instructor. Contact the instructor promptly if a circumstance may affect submission. Authorized absences and accommodations will be handled in accordance with applicable UNT policy.
Academic Integrity & Source Use
Students must submit their own work and clearly credit sources, including quotations, paraphrases, images, and media. Research should use credible sources; Wikipedia and Britannica are not accepted as formal research sources for the major project. Required assignments may be reviewed for plagiarism in accordance with UNT academic integrity procedures. Confirm any course-specific AI-use guidance in Canvas.
Respectful Communication
Dance may reflect cultural, social, familial, and personal experiences. Use respectful, specific, and thoughtful language; discuss ideas without attacking people; and communicate professionally through UNT email and Canvas. Read classmates’ contributions before replying, support claims with evidence, and avoid responses that simply say “I agree.”
Technology & Help
Students are responsible for checking Canvas and UNT email regularly. For technical assistance contact the UNT Student Help Desk: helpdesk@unt.edu | 940-565-2324. Notify the instructor promptly when technical issues affect coursework.
UNT Resources & Institutional Policies
The final Canvas syllabus should include the current, university-approved policy language and links for disability accommodations, nondiscrimination and harassment, student conduct, academic integrity, authorized absences, and student support services. Key resources include UNT Office of Disability Access, UNT Libraries, the Writing Center, the Student Health and Wellness Center, Counseling and Testing Services, and the Dean of Students. Students requesting accommodations should follow the university’s established process and communicate with the instructor privately.
UNT Institutional Policies — Student Information
The following statements are adapted from the UNT policy and student-support language in the instructor’s prior DANC 1200 syllabus. Verify against current UNT-required syllabus language and links before publishing for Fall 2026.
Academic Accommodations
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodations for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodations should register with the Office of Disability Access/Accommodation and provide the appropriate accommodation notification to the instructor. Students are encouraged to initiate this process early; accommodations can be requested during the semester. Contact the relevant UNT office for current procedures: https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/office-disability-access/
Nondiscrimination, Harassment, and Retaliation
UNT prohibits discrimination, harassment, and retaliation in its educational programs, activities, and employment in accordance with applicable law and university policy. Students should consult UNT Policy 16.004 and current university reporting and support procedures.
Student Conduct and Respectful Learning Environment
Behavior that interferes with instruction or another student’s opportunity to learn is unacceptable, including in Canvas discussions and online meetings. Students are expected to communicate respectfully, engage critically with ideas rather than attack people, and follow the UNT Code of Student Conduct.
Academic Integrity
UNT’s academic integrity policies apply to all coursework. Plagiarism includes using another person’s published or unpublished words or ideas without clear acknowledgment, including uncredited paraphrases. Misrepresentation or falsification of submitted work is also prohibited. Students should cite sources in MLA format and consult the current UNT academic integrity and student conduct policies.
Attendance, Engagement, and Authorized Absences
Students are responsible for completing online modules and communicating promptly about circumstances affecting participation. Requests for authorized absences and documentation will be handled in accordance with UNT’s Student Attendance and Authorized Absences Policy. The Dean of Students may provide support for students experiencing illness or other extenuating circumstances.
Class Recordings and Student Likenesses
If synchronous class sessions are recorded, recordings are for enrolled students’ educational use within the course. Students may not distribute class recordings outside the class or Canvas without permission.
Technology and Canvas Support
Students need reliable internet, a Canvas-compatible browser, access to UNT email, audio playback, and software that can produce Word or PDF files. Contact the UNT IT Help Desk for technical assistance: helpdesk@unt.edu | 940-565-2324. Report technical problems promptly to the instructor.
Student Support and Academic Resources
UNT offers support through the Dean of Students, Student Health and Wellness Center, Counseling and Testing Services, UNT Care Team, UNT Libraries, Academic Success Center, Writing Center, and financial and basic-needs resources. Students should consult the current UNT student services websites for contact information and availability.
Online Communication and Privacy
Use your UNT email or Canvas to communicate about course matters. Use descriptive subject lines, professional language, and appropriate citations. Respect classmates’ identities, perspectives, and privacy. Do not share peers’ personal information or course recordings without permission.
Before Publishing in Canvas
Confirm: official Fall 2026 second-session end date and final deadline; section number; Fall 2026 office hours; module-specific readings/viewings and assignment rubrics; current UNT required policy statements and links. The calendar is a proposed instructional schedule and may be adjusted with notice in Canvas.
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