Momna Rani, M.Phil.
Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Sociology (Minor: Gerontology)
University of North Texas
Email: momnarani@my.unt.edu
Education______________________________________________
 2023      Ph.D. in Sociology (Minor: Gerontology), University of North Texas (Expected Fall 2027)
                 Chair: Dr. Dale E. Yeatts
 2022      M.Phil. Sociology, Quaid-i-Azam University
Thesis: Knowledge, Attitudes, and Practices of Well-Being Regarding Elderly  Care Among Youth in Islamabad
 2019      M.Sc. in Sociology, University of Azad Jammu and Kashmir (with distinction)
Thesis: The Impact of Global Media on Youth: A Case Study of the University of Azad Jammu and Kashmir
 2016	Bachelor of Commerce, Federal Urdu University of Arts, Sciences & Technology
[bookmark: Publications]Academic Interests________________________________________
Medical Sociology; Long-Term Care Workforce; Aging and Stratification; Health Insurance and Access to Care; Digital Health and AI in Healthcare Systems.
Peer-Reviewed Publications__________________________________
 	Research Articles (Published)
Rani, Momna, and Dale E. Yeatts. 2026. “Health Insurance Coverage and Access to Care Among Older Immigrants: Evidence from the National Health Interview Survey, 2020–2023.” INQUIRY: The Journal of Health Care Organization, Provision, and Financing 63.
Rani, Momna. 2025. “The Development of Sociological Thought: A Critical Review of Robert K. Merton’s Social Theory and Social Structure.” International Social Research Nexus 1(2):1–7.
 	Yeatts, Dale E., Paul E. Yeatts, Momna Rani, and Cynthia M. Cready. 2025. “Responding to the New Nursing Home Staffing Requirements: Focusing on Supervisor Support to Address Nurse Aide Shortages.” Journal of Applied Gerontology 44(12):1981–1989. 
 	Ullah, Kefayat, Azizullah Jan, Momna Rani, Mansoor Ahmad, and Ihsan Ullah Khan. 2021. “Factors affecting female education in the Newly Merged District Bajaur of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
 Pakistan.” PalArch’s Journal of Archaeology of Egypt/Egyptology 18(4):3136–3156.
 	Rani, Momna, Aziz Jan, Imran Sabir, and Mansoor Ahmad. 2020. “Understudies’ Acuities about Practices, Causes, and Effects of Drug Usage at Five Different Educational Institutions of Pakistan.” Journal of Critical Reviews 7(18).  
 	Jan, Azizullah, Ihsan Ullah Khan, and Momna Rani. 2021. “Social and Religious Impact of COVID-19 in Quarantined Zones of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan: A Case Study of Ziarat Talash, Lower Dir.” UOCH Journal of Religious Studies 4(2):52
 Manuscripts Under Review___________________________________
Rani, Momna. 2026. “Understanding Translation and Cultural Meaning-Making in Cross-Language Qualitative Research: Challenges and Methodological Innovations.” Revise and resubmit under review at Social Science Quarterly.
Rani, Momna. 2026. “Structural and Gendered Barriers to Maternal Care and Facility Delivery in Muzaffarabad, Azad Kashmir.” Under review at Advances in Public Health.
[bookmark: _Hlk206491938]Editorial & Review Activities___________________________

2025	Reviewer (Unpaid/Volunteer) International Social Research Nexus (2025-Present)
	Conduct peer review of submitted manuscripts and provide editorial recommendations.
2025      Conference Abstract Reviewer, Applied Demography Conference, Population Association of    
               America (PAA). 
Reviewed 3 research abstracts through the Oxford Abstracts system and evaluated submissions  for methodological rigor, relevance, and conference suitability.
2023- 	Ad-hoc Reviewer, CRISS Journal. Center for Advocacy Research and Communication (CARC),  Pakistan 
Reviewed manuscripts and provided feedback on research quality, methodology, and publication  decisions.
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE & LEADERSHIP______________________
2026–2028   Co-Chair (Elected), Sociology, Social Work, and Social Welfare Division,
             	            Society for the Study of Social Problems (SSSP)
  2025–2026    Student Social Media Coordinator, Medical Sociology Section,
                           American Sociological Association (ASA)
Grants, Awards, & Fellowships_______________________________
Internal
2026     College of Liberal Arts & Social Sciences Competitive Travel Grant- 
           Spring ($400)
2025      Thesis and Dissertation Small Research Grant from Department of Sociology  
 UNT.
2025	 Poster Printing Grant from Department of Sociology UNT ($50)
2025	 Toulouse Graduate School Travel Award ($400)
2025	 College of Liberal Arts & Social Sciences Competitive Travel Grant  
	Summer ($400)
2025 	Alvin C. Dorse Scholarship, Department of Sociology, University of  
              North Texas ($1,000)
2025      Graduate Student Representative (Nominated), SSSA 
2025     Dean/Voertman-Ardoin Liberal Arts Scholarship, University of North Texas  ($2,000)
2024     College of Liberal Arts & Social Sciences Competitive Travel Grant- 
              Spring ($300) 
2024     Lynne Killgore Scholarship, Department of Sociology ($1000)
2024      Toulouse Graduate School Summer Award, University of North 
               Texas ($2800)
2023      Graduate School Competitive Scholarship, Toulouse Graduate School,    
               University of North Texas (2023-2024-2025-2026)
External
2026    Pascal Ngoboka Student Travel Grant, Southwestern Social Science Association ($300)
2026    Alpha Kappa Delta Student Member Research Travel Grant ($600)
2025    Top 10 Best Papers Published of 2025, International Social Research Nexus (ISRN)
             Recognized based on readership, engagement, and download metrics among 32   
published papers. Paper: “The Development of Sociological Thought: A Review of  Robert K. Merton.”
2025    Mark Fossett Outstanding Doctoral Paper Award, Southwestern Social  
               Science Association  ($300)
2024     Alpha Kappa Delta International Sociology Honor Society Travel Award ($600)
2020    M.Phil. Graduate Fellowship, School of Sociology, Quaid-i-Azam University,      
              Pakistan (2020 - 2021)
2019      Funded projects (HEC funded projects on drug abuse and child wellbeing)
2019     Gold Medal awarded by the President of Azad Kashmir and the Vice  
                Chancellor   for Academic Excellence (First Position in the State), University of   
 Azad Jammu and Kashmir.
2018     Laptop Award for Highest Academic Achievement, Higher Education   
                Commission of Pakistan. 
2016	 Merit Scholarship, Higher Education Commission of Pakistan (2016-2018)
Conference Activities____________________________________
Presentations Delivered

Rani, Momna. 2026. “Financialization, Aging, and Cyber Victimization in the United States.” Paper presented at the NEXUS Cybersecurity Conference, University of North Texas, Denton, TX.

Rani, Momna. 2026. “Tracing Dementia Across the Life Course: Intergenerational Care in Pakistan’s Policy Vacuum.” Accepted paper to be presented at the Southwestern Social Science Association (SSSA) Annual Meeting, April 2–4, Nashville, TN.

Rani, Momna. 2026. “Health Insurance Coverage and Access to Care Among Older Immigrants: Evidence from the National Health Interview Survey, 2020–2023.” Accepted paper to be presented at the Southwestern Social Science Association (SSSA) Annual Meeting, April 2–4, Nashville, TN.

Rani, Momna. 2025. “Health Insurance Coverage and Its Impact on Preventive Healthcare Access and Economic Burden among Elderly Immigrants in the United States.” Poster presentation at the University of North Texas Annual Research Day, Denton, TX.

Rani, Momna, Helen Potts. October 2025. “Digital Fraud and Aging: Identity Theft, Financial Consequences, and Coping Strategies among Older Americans.” Paper presentation at the CISO XC Cybersecurity Conference, Hotel Vin, Grapevine, TX.

Rani, Momna. October 2025. “Digital Technology Use and Informal Social Engagement among Older Adults: Implications for Intimacy and Aging.” Poster presentation (accepted) at the Kinsey Institute Specialty Intensive and Symposium on Sex and Aging, Indiana University, Bloomington, IN.

Rani, Momna. June 27–28, 2025. “A Quantitative Study of the Barriers to Maternal Health and Access to Healthcare Services in District Muzaffarabad.” Paper presentation at the 1st International Social Research Nexus Conference (ISRNC-2025), virtual conference (hosted in Bangladesh).

Rani, Momna. August 8–12, 2025. “Understanding Translation and Cultural Meaning-Making in Cross-Language Qualitative Research: Methodological Innovations and Challenges.” Paper presentation at the American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL. Session: Methodological Innovation and Challenges in Social Inquiry.

Rani, Momna. June 17, 2025. “Media Narratives of Sexual Violence in Azad Kashmir: An Analysis of Truth and Sensationalism.” Paper presentation at the ICA Media Sociology Postconference, Denver, CO.
Rani, Momna. April 2–5, 2025. “A Sociological Analysis of Men’s Mental Health in the Midst of Growing Gender-Biased Laws in Pakistan.” Paper presentation at the Southwestern Social Sciences Association Annual Meeting, Las Vegas, NV.

Rani, Momna. April 2–5, 2025. “Digital Bridges: Exploring the Impact of Information and Communication Technology Usage on Informal Social Engagement Among Older Adults Post-Pandemic: Do Women and Men Differ?” Paper presentation at the Southwestern Social Sciences Association Annual Meeting, Las Vegas, NV.

Rani, Momna. 2024. “Health Disparities Among South Asian Immigrants: A Comprehensive Review.” Paper presentation at the Southwestern Social Sciences Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA.
Other Conference Activities 
Rani, Momna. 2026. Session Chair & Discussant, “Finance, Fraud & Cybercrime,” NEXUS Cybersecurity Conference, University of North Texas, Denton, TX. 
  	Moderated interdisciplinary panel on financial cybercrime, aging populations, and identity theft risks. 
Rani, Momna. 2025. Panel Discussant, “Cultural Representations, Mysticism, and Violence,” Southwestern Social Sciences Association Annual Meeting, Las Vegas, NV.
 Rani, Momna. 2024. Session Chair, Community Session, Southwestern Social Sciences  Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA.
Teaching Experience_____________________________________ 

Instructor/ Teaching Fellow
2026 	Urban Sociology, University of North Texas (Summer 2026)
2026		Introduction to Sociology, University of North Texas (Spring)
2025	Sociology of Religion, University of North Texas (Fall)
2025	Urban Sociology , University of North Texas (Summer)
2024		World Population Trends and Problems (online), University of North Texas (Fall)
Teaching Assistant   
2025		Contemporary Social Problems, Dept. of Sociology, University of North Texas (Spring)
2025		Urban Sociology, Dept. of Sociology, University of North Texas (Spring)
2024		Gender and Society, Dept. of Sociology, University of North Texas (Summer)
2024	Sociology of Sexualities, Dept. of Sociology, University of North Texas (Spring)
2024		Gender and Society, Dept. of Sociology, University of North Texas (Spring)
2023		Gender and Society, Dept. of Sociology, University of North Texas (Fall)
Guest Lectures
  2026	   Guest Lecturer, Introduction to Sociology, University of North Texas
  2024      Guest Lecture, Health and Illness, (Dr. Dale E. Yeatts) University of North 
   Texas 
Mentoring Experience______________________________________  
2025 	Peer Mentor, American Sociological Association. 
2025		Graduate Student Peer Mentor (Sociology), University of North Texas
2024		Graduate Student Peer Mentor (Sociology), University of North Texas
2018     General Secretary, Cultural Society, University of Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Pakistan  
2018     President, Disaster Management Committee Department of Sociology, University of Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Pakistan (in collaboration with the Kashmir Institute of International Relations)
Research Experience____________________________________

2025	Project Manager, Study of nurse aides working in nursing homes. Funded by Department of   
               Sociology, University of North Texas. 
2020	Field-based quantitative research on drug use in educational institutions in Pakistan, including survey-based statistical analysis, literature review, and publication preparation. Project funded by the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan. Quaid-i-Azam University and Higher education Commission (collaborative research).
2019	Research Assistant, Quaid-i-Azam University, Islamabad, Pakistan, Conducted data collection, transcription, qualitative data analysis, and literature review for the project “Child Wellbeing in Pakistan.”
Served as a research assistant for a faculty member in the Department of Anthropology, contributing to interdisciplinary research activities and analysis.
2020     Empirical research on elderly care and wellbeing among youth in Islamabad, involved survey  
design, data collection, and quantitative analysis for M. Phil thesis. Quaid-i-Azam University, Islamabad (Master’s research).
2018 	Community-based educational research and needs assessment focused on women’s education in rural areas of Azad Kashmir, including workshop facilitation, stakeholder engagement, and report writing. Alif Ailaan Pakistan (applied research and mentoring   work)
 	2018      Undergraduate Researcher, University of Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Pakistan: Survey- 
based quantitative study on youth knowledge, attitudes, and practices related to média        exposure.  
 	2018	Undergraduate Field Project (Project Management): Impact analysis of Mangla Dam–  
 		related resettlement and land allotment in Mirpur, AJK, Pakistan.
Complementary Trainings____________________________________

2026      SQL Server Management Enabled by Azure Arc. LinkedIn Learning. Certificate of Completion. Instructor: Ben Weissman. Skills: Microsoft SQL Server, Microsoft Azure, server management.
2026      Data Science and Artificial Intelligence for Healthcare. LinkedIn Learning. Certificate of Completion (NASBA Registered CPE Program). Instructor: Wuraola Oyewusi. Skills: healthcare data analytics and AI applications in health systems.
2025	   Introduction to Healthcare Stanford University (Stanford Online), Coursera - 2025
	    	Focus: U.S. healthcare systems, health policy, healthcare delivery, and equity
2025        Creating Inclusive and Accessible Learning Environments for Students with Visual 
	Impairments, UNT.
2024	Graduate Student Teaching Excellence Program (GSTEP). Center for Learning 
 	Enhancement, Assessment, and Redesign, University of North Texas (Spring).
	2024	Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI Program): Social &  
	                  Behavioral Research - basic. 
2024        Grant-writing Workshop. Department of Sociology, University of North 
                Texas (Fall).
2024 	Graduate Student Teaching Excellence Program (GSTEP). Center for Learning Enhancement, Assessment, and Redesign, University of North Texas.
Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI Program): Health Information Privacy         and Security (HIPAA); Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR).
2024	   Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR), CITI Program.
2024	Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI): Health Information Privacy and            Security (HIPAA / HIPS).
2024        Research Integrity and Compliance (RIC) Training. University of North Texas.
 	2024 	   Principal Investigator (PI) and Co-PI Training, University of North Texas.
2024        IRB Administration Training, CITI Program.
2024         Essentials of Public Health Research, CITI Program.
2024         Compliance and Ethics Trainings: FERPA; Conflict of Interest (PHS/NIH); Ethics and   
 	    Standards of Conduct; Cybersecurity Awareness. University of North Texas.
 	2024	    Revised Common Rule (Human Subjects Research), CITI Program.
Academic Memberships______________________________________

American Sociological Association
Society for the Study of Social Problems
Gerontological Society of America
Sigma Xi: The Scientific Research Honor Society
Population Association of America 
Alpha Kappa Delta International Sociology Honor Society (Lifetime Member)
Quaid-I-Azam University Alumni Association. 
Other Bibliographic Works_______________________________
 Rani, Momna. 2022. Knowledge, Attitude, and Practices of Wellbeing Regarding Elderly Care   Among Youth in Islamabad. M.Phil. thesis, Department of Sociology, Quaid-i-Azam University.
 Rani, Momna. 2019. The Impact of Global Media on Youth: A Case Study of the University of Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Muzaffarabad. M.Sc. thesis, Department of Sociology, University of Azad Jammu and Kashmir. 

Languages_______________________________________________


2


Urdu (native), English (proficient)
