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Online Core Component – Hybrid/Flipped Course
Instructor: Melissa McKay, Ph.D.
Semester: Fall 2026
Course Modality: Online component of an integrated hybrid/flipped course
Associated In-Person Section: Students are also enrolled in an accompanying face-to-face section.

Course Overview
This course serves as the online instructional component of a hybrid/flipped course model. Students enrolled in this course are also enrolled in an associated in-person section in which they attend class meetings, participate in discussions and activities, and complete the course's face-to-face instructional components.

In a flipped course, students encounter foundational course material before attending class so that in-person class time can be used for application, discussion, problem solving, and other active-learning activities. The online component therefore includes materials such as readings, videos, lectures, reading checks, and other preparation intended to be completed before the associated class meeting.

Important Canvas Information
Although students are formally enrolled in this online course, all course materials and assignments have been consolidated into the Canvas site for your associated in-person section.
This means that you should use the Canvas site for your in-person section as your primary course site throughout the semester. That Canvas site contains:
· pre-class readings, videos, and other online instructional materials;
· quizzes and reading checks;
· assignments and assessments;
· materials used during face-to-face class meetings;
· announcements and course updates; and
· grades.
You are not expected to complete a separate set of assignments for this online course. Your enrollment in this course represents the online portion of the integrated hybrid/flipped course experience.


How the Course Works
Each instructional cycle generally has two parts:
Before Class – Online Preparation
Before attending your scheduled in-person class meeting, you will complete assigned course preparation in Canvas. Depending on the topic, this may include readings, recorded lectures or videos, short quizzes, reading checks, or other preparatory activities. This work provides the background knowledge needed for the activities that occur during the face-to-face portion of the course.

During Class – Application and Engagement
During your associated in-person section, you will work with the material through activities such as discussion, problem solving, case analysis, polling, simulations, group work, or other forms of active learning.
Because the course uses a flipped structure, completing the assigned preparation before class is important. Class meetings generally assume that students have already encountered the assigned material.

Course Learning Objectives
Upon successful completion of this course and its associated in-person component, students should be able to:
1. Identify and explain foundational concepts in American government and politics.
2. Describe the institutions, processes, and actors that shape political outcomes in the United States and Texas.
3. Analyze political and policy questions using relevant evidence and course concepts.
4. Evaluate competing explanations or perspectives concerning political institutions, behavior, and public policy.
5. Apply course concepts to contemporary examples and political problems.
6. Communicate political analysis clearly through course discussions, activities, and assessments.

Required Course Participation
Enrollment in this course and the associated in-person section should be understood as participation in one integrated course experience.

Students are responsible for:
· accessing the Canvas site associated with their in-person section;
· completing assigned online preparation before the relevant class meeting;
· attending and participating in their scheduled face-to-face section;
· completing assignments and assessments by the deadlines listed in Canvas; and
· monitoring Canvas announcements and course communications.
Simply remaining enrolled in the online component does not substitute for participation in the associated face-to-face section.

Assignments and Grading
There are no separate assignments or grades housed in this Canvas course. All graded work associated with the online and face-to-face portions of the course is administered through the Canvas site for your associated in-person section. Your instructor will provide the grading structure, assignment requirements, deadlines, and grade information through that Canvas course. Students should therefore refer to the syllabus and Canvas materials associated with their in-person section for the complete grading breakdown and assignment schedule.

Course Materials
Required readings, recorded instructional materials, links, assignments, and other course resources will be provided through the Canvas site associated with your in-person section unless otherwise announced. Students should complete assigned preparatory materials before attending the corresponding face-to-face class meeting.

Purchase Directly Through Canvas
Political Behavior Workbook + Central Ideas in American Government + Texas Politics 15e Net Price: $78.75
ISBN: 978-1-963859-41-6
Access the textbook through any module in the course.  Specifically, click on any Canvas page or assignment that starts with the word "Webtext"; enter your credit card information; and you are done. After that initial entry, whenever you click on the Textbook link in Canvas, you will automatically have access to the textbook.

Communication
Course announcements and routine instructional communication will primarily occur through the Canvas site associated with your in-person section. If you have questions about an assignment, deadline, class activity, attendance issue, or grade, contact the instructor responsible for your associated section using the communication procedures provided in that course.

Questions concerning the overall online instructional content may be directed to:
Dr. McKay
Clinical Associate Professor
PSCI - INST
melissa.mckay@unt.edu

Relationship Between the Two Course Enrollments
Because of the structure of the hybrid/flipped program, students may see both an online core course and an associated face-to-face section on their registration schedule. These should not be understood as two independent courses requiring duplicate work.

Instead:
Online Core Course → provides the online/pre-class instructional component
Associated In-Person Section → provides the Canvas workspace, face-to-face instruction, activities, assignments, and grading

Together, the two enrollments constitute the complete course experience.
Students should not drop either enrollment without first consulting their instructor or academic advisor, because enrollment in both components may be required for participation in the course.

University and College Policies

Accommodations
The University of North Texas makes reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities. To request accommodations, you must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) by completing an application for services and providing documentation to verify your eligibility each semester. Once your eligibility is confirmed, you may request your letter of accommodation. ODA will then email your faculty a letter of reasonable accommodation, initiating a private discussion about your specific needs in the course. 

You can request accommodations at any time, but it’s important to provide ODA notice to your faculty as early as possible in the semester to avoid delays in implementation. Keep in mind that you must obtain a new letter of accommodation for each semester and meet with each faculty member before accommodations can be implemented in each class. You are strongly encouraged to meet with faculty regarding your accommodations during office hours or by appointment. Faculty have the authority to ask you to discuss your letter during their designated office hours to protect your privacy. For more information and to access resources that can support your needs, refer to the Office of Disability Access website (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/office-disability-access).

Emergency Notification & Procedures
UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please refer to Canvas for contingency plans for covering course materials.

Important Notice for F-1 Students Taking Distance Education Courses
To read detailed Immigration and Customs Enforcement regulations for F-1 students taking online courses, please visit the Electronic Code of Federal Regulationswebsite. The specific portion concerning distance education courses is located at Title 8 CFR 214.2 Paragraph (f)(6)(i)(G).
The paragraph reads:
(G) For F-1 students enrolled in classes for credit or classroom hours, no more than the equivalent of one class or three credits per session, term, semester, trimester, or quarter may be counted toward the full course of study requirement if the class is taken on-line or through distance education and does not require the student's physical attendance for classes, examination or other purposes integral to completion of the class. An on-line or distance education course is a course that is offered principally through the use of television, audio, or computer transmission including open broadcast, closed circuit, cable, microwave, or satellite, audio conferencing, or computer conferencing. If the F-1 student's course of study is in a language study program, no on-line or distance education classes may be considered to count toward a student's full course of study requirement.
University of North Texas Compliance
To comply with immigration regulations, an F-1 visa holder within the United States may need to engage in an on-campus experiential component for this course. This component (which must be approved in advance by the instructor) can include activities such as taking an on-campus exam, participating in an on-campus lecture or lab activity, or other on-campus experience integral to the completion of this course. If such an on-campus activity is required, it is the student’s responsibility to do the following:
· (1) Submit a written request to the instructor for an on-campus experiential component within one week of the start of the course.
· (2) Ensure that the activity on campus takes place and the instructor documents it in writing with a notice sent to the International Student and Scholar Services Office.  ISSS has a form available that you may use for this purpose.
Because the decision may have serious immigration consequences, if an F-1 student is unsure about his or her need to participate in an on-campus experiential component for this course, s/he should contact the UNT International Student and Scholar Services OfficeLinks to an external site. by telephone 940-565-2195 or email internationaladvising@unt.edu to get clarification before the one-week deadline.
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