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Course Overview
Instructor
Dr. Melissa McKay
Email: melissa.mckay@unt.edu
Office: Wooten Hall 137
Office Hours: Monday 7-8pm (Zoom) and Thursday 11:00-12:30 in person. 

Class Information
Meeting Dates – Tuesday and Thursday
Meeting Time: 12:45 – 2:05pm
Room – GAB 310

Course Description
International Security Studies examines major sources of insecurity in the contemporary international system and the ways states, institutions, non-state actors, and societies understand and respond to them. The course considers traditional military threats alongside non-state violence, economic insecurity, environmental and natural threats, health security, criminal threats, accidental risks, and broader questions about global security. Throughout the semester, students will apply international security concepts to real-world cases, simulations, a common-read book, and a semester-long comparative policy analysis project.

Course Learning Objectives
By the end of the semester, students should be able to:
1. Identify and explain major categories of international security threats.
1. Apply concepts such as security, securitization, deterrence, coercion, interdependence, state capacity, vulnerability, and resilience to real-world cases.
1. Analyze the interests, capabilities, vulnerabilities, and likely behavior of relevant security actors.
1. Evaluate policy choices in light of feasibility, tradeoffs, likely reactions, and unintended consequences.
1. Develop and defend an evidence-based policy recommendation for a specific decision-maker or institution.
Required Textbooks
All students will use the following two shared texts:
1. Peter Hough, Understanding Global Security, 5th edition. 
2. Annie Jacobsen, Nuclear War: A Scenario. Dutton, 2024.
Each student will also select one of the following Book Club books focused on a specific area of international security:
1. Cyber Security Book Club - Andy Greenberg, Sandworm: A New Era of Cyberwar and the Hunt for the Kremlin's Most Dangerous Hackers.
1. Health Security Book Club - Jonathan Kennedy, Pathogenesis: A History of the World in Eight Plagues.
1. Economic Security Book Club - Edward Fishman, Chokepoints: American Power in the Age of Economic Warfare.
1. Climate and Environmental Security Book Club - Michael T. Klare, All Hell Breaking Loose: The Pentagon's Perspective on Climate Change.
1. Non-State Political Violence Book Club - Joby Warrick, Black Flags: The Rise of ISIS.
Do not purchase a Book Club book until your Book Club assignment has been confirmed. Students will rank their preferred Book Club options, and Dr. McKay will make assignments while trying to honor preferences and maintain workable group sizes.
Course Components
Reading Preparation and Comprehension
Students are expected to complete assigned readings before class and arrive prepared to use them. On days with new reading, class will normally begin with a brief comprehension check. Additional short reading-preparation or engagement activities may also be used. These activities are intended to reward consistent preparation and make class discussion more useful.
Applied In-Class Activities
International security analysis requires practice, not only reading. Throughout the semester, students will participate in simulations, case studies, tabletop exercises, negotiations, and other applied activities. These exercises may ask students to identify actors and interests, assess capabilities and vulnerabilities, weigh competing options, anticipate responses, and explain tradeoffs.
“Nuclear War “Common Read
The class will read Annie Jacobsen's Nuclear War: A Scenario across the semester and discuss it on three common-read days. Students will submit a discussion question in advance, participate in a small-group question-selection process, and come to class prepared for substantive discussion. The purpose is not to summarize the book but to connect its scenario to course concepts including deterrence, escalation, uncertainty, institutions, decision-making, and consequences.
Book Clubs
Each student will belong to a Book Club centered on one nonfiction security book. Book Club meetings are developmental working sessions rather than stand-alone book reports. Each meeting has a different purpose: identifying the emerging security problem, understanding how the threat operates, developing a comparative case, synthesizing evidence, and deliberating over policy. Book Club Phases help you develop your analysis. Project Stages are where you demonstrate your individual analysis.
Comparative Security Case Project
The semester project is a scaffolded policy-analysis project built around your Book Club book and an individually selected comparative case. The project develops in stages so that you move gradually from understanding a security problem to recommending and defending a policy response.

	Project Component
	What It Involves

	Stage 1: Preliminary Security Threat Analysis Memo
	A short, preliminary analysis of the security problem emerging from your Book Club book. Your interpretation may change as you continue reading.

	Comparative Case Approval
	A brief proposal identifying a real-world case that can be meaningfully compared with the security problem in your Book Club book.

	Stage 2: Comparative Security Case Brief
	A direct comparison of the Book Club case and your approved outside case, using evidence and course concepts to explain important similarities and differences.

	Security Analysis Workshop
	An in-class developmental workshop that maps actors, interests, capabilities, vulnerabilities, likely reactions, escalation or failure points, and possible intervention points. This is not a separate formal project stage.

	Stage 3: Draft Policy Brief + Peer Review
	A complete draft of your policy analysis, followed by structured peer feedback and revision planning.

	Stage 4a: Final Security Policy Brief
	Your final individual policy brief, written for a specific policy client and grounded in evidence, comparison, strategic analysis, and a clearly justified recommendation.

	Stage 4b: Security Policy Panel + Q&A
	A Book Club panel in which group members synthesize their findings, develop a shared recommendation, and defend their reasoning during class Q&A.



Grading
The course currently includes the following assessment categories
	Assessment Category
	Weight / Points

	Comparative Security Case Project
	40%

	Reading Preparation / Comprehension
	20%

	Applied In-Class Activities
	20%

	Book Club
	10%

	“Nuclear War” Common Read
	10%


General Course Expectations
Preparation and Participation
This is an upper-level course built around discussion, analysis, and application. Students should arrive having completed the assigned reading and be prepared to contribute to discussions, simulations, Book Clubs, workshops, and peer-review activities. Productive participation includes listening, asking questions, explaining reasoning, responding respectfully to classmates, and contributing to group work.

Attendance
Attendance is expected, although not tracked for a grade. Our class activities require attendance and engagement with a group or the entire class, therefore make up opportunities for missed in-class activities are not provided. 

Late Work and Missed In-Class Work
· Due dates and times are clearly marked in Canvas for each assignment, and allowing students to turn in homework late is not an equitable approach to learning. All students have the same number of days to complete the same work. 
· All assignments are due by 11:59 pm on the assigned due date. Not all homework is due on Sunday, please follow the schedule in Canvas. 
· Please be mindful of potential overlapping class due dates and plan accordingly. I am unable to reschedule our semester around your other courses’ schedule.
· Late project assignments will be accepted with a penalty of 10% per calendar day for up to 5 days. No credit will be given for late work after 5 days. 
· There are no makeup opportunities for in-class activities or exams.
· If you miss an assignment, it will not be the end of the world. If you become ill for an extended time or another barrier presents itself, reach out to me immediately so we can work out a plan to get caught up. 
Use of Artificial Intelligence and Other Assistance
The permissible use of GenAI tools is limited and student use for course assignments is directed by the instructor. Any other use requires explicit permission from Dr. McKay. In other words, unless I specifically instruct you to use GenAI for ANY work in this class, it is NOT ALLOWED. 
Any attempt to represent GenAI output inappropriately as a student’s own work will be considered plagiarism, fabrication, and/or cheating as determined on a case-by-case basis and will be subject to an academic integrity violation report.
Academic Integrity
The words “academic integrity,” entails a commitment to honesty, trust, fairness, respect, responsibility, and courage.
· If work is found to be academically dishonest, I reserve the right to reassess past assignment submissions and regrade past assignments accordingly. 
· If I discover any kind of cheating, plagiarism, or any other type of academic dishonesty, the assignment or exam will automatically receive a zero with no opportunity for resubmission.
· I will file an academic dishonesty report with the university for every violation of the policy. 
· This includes any uncited AI-generated content, AI-generated content submitted as the student's own, or any other unauthorized use of AI.
Communication
Course announcements, assignment instructions, reading milestones, and schedule adjustments will be posted in Canvas. Students are responsible for checking Canvas and their university email regularly.
Accessibility and Accommodations
UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide a student with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding one’s specific course needs. Students may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the ODA website at disability.unt.edu. 

Additional University Policies
Emergency Notification & Procedures: UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please refer to the UNT Learning Management System (LMS) for contingency plans for covering course materials.
Acceptable Student Behavior: Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The University's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including University and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct.

Survivor Advocacy: UNT is committed to providing a safe learning environment free of all forms of sexual misconduct, including sexual harassment sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. Federal laws (Title IX and the Violence Against Women Act) and UNT policies prohibit discrimination on the basis of sex, and therefore prohibit sexual misconduct. If you or someone you know is experiencing sexual harassment, relationship violence, stalking, and/or sexual assault, there are campus resources available to provide support and assistance. UNT’s Survivor Advocates can assist a student who has been impacted by violence by filing protective orders, completing crime victim’s compensation applications, contacting professors for absences related to an assault, working with housing to facilitate a room change where appropriate, and connecting students to other resources available both on and off campus. The Survivor Advocates can be reached at SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu or by calling the Dean of Students Office at 940-565-2648. Additionally, alleged sexual misconduct can be non-confidentially reported to the Title IX Coordinator at oeo@unt.edu or at (940) 565 2759
Course Schedule
The schedule below identifies the primary topic for each week. Detailed readings, preparation instructions, Book Club milestones, project deadlines, and class activities will be posted in Canvas. The instructor may make reasonable adjustments to the schedule as needed; any changes will be announced in Canvas.

	Week
	Topic

	1
	Course Foundations and Orientation

	2
	Security and Securitization

	3
	Military Threats and Security Decision-Making

	4
	Accidental Threats and Understanding Your Case Analysis

	5
	Threat Analysis and Escalation

	6
	Non-State and Criminal Threats

	7
	Economic Security

	8
	Identity, Society, and Comparative Case Design

	9
	Environmental and Natural Threats

	10
	Health Security and Response Capacity

	11
	Comparative Security Analysis

	12
	Global Security and Strategic Analysis

	13
	Policy Analysis and Strategic Decision-Making

	14
	Policy Deliberation and Panel Preparation

	
	Thanksgiving Break

	15
	Final Security Policy Panels



This syllabus provides the general structure and expectations for the course. More detailed instructions for readings, assignments, Book Club meetings, workshops, and weekly preparation are available in Canvas. Students are responsible for consulting Canvas regularly throughout the semester.

Dr. McKay reserves the right to make changes to this syllabus as the needs of the semester dictate. 
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