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English 4430.002: Shakespeare
Fall 2026
Dr. Madhuparna Mitra


Office: Language 408B
Email: Madhuparna.Mitra@unt.edu
[bookmark: _Hlk206232360]Office hours: MWF 9:15-10; F 12:10-1; by appt. at other times, including via Zoom. 
 
If you wish to see me, and cannot make the scheduled office hours, please email me to set up an alternative times. I work from home TTh, and am available for Zoom appointments on those days. 

Course Description: The course serves primarily as an introduction to Shakespeare’s plays and poems. We will discuss a small sample of his dramatic works and a few of his non-dramatic poems. In our analysis of texts, we will play close attention to historical and cultural contexts – the theater/literary culture of Elizabethan and Jacobean London, the relationship between court and stage, the complexities of gender roles, the use of classical texts (particularly Ovid) and other issues. Though we will periodically discuss matters of stagecraft and movie adaptations, this course will focus on the plays as literary texts, with emphasis on the words on the page. If close reading is not your cup of tea, you may want to re-think your decision to enroll in this course. 

Course Objectives:
1) Introduce students to a sampling of Shakespeare plays and poems covering the range of the writer’s career
2) Strongly encourage familiarity with broad historical facts and trends that undergird the time period (circa 1590-1610) in Britain including, literary history, politics, cultural norms, theater history and conventions.
3) Encourage students to acquire knowledge of Shakespeare’s biography
4) Encourage students to acquaint themselves with the range of Shakespeare’s dramatic (plays) and non-dramatic writing (sonnets and narrative poems) 
5) Use knowledge of history, biography & culture to analyze literary texts
6) Write analyses of texts in the form of short answer test questions and responses to specific prompts.
7) Encourage students to think about the "pastness" of the past, and also to meditate on correspondences between other time periods/other cultures and our own cultural lenses.

Texts: We will read five plays, a narrative poem and some sonnets. I have ordered the Folger editions of the plays and poems and will be using these in class. You may use other editions, but note that line numbers vary by edition. I would strongly urge you to use a well-annotated edition. A copy of the text being discussed should be with you in every class period. Though you can make do with electronic editions, I would strongly recommend paper textbooks.

I have ordered the Folger editions of the following plays and poems: 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Richard II
Henry IV, Part 1
Macbeth
Winter’s Tale
Shakespeare’s Sonnets and Poems (has Venus and Adonis)



Course Requirements and Expectations:

· Graded assessment for the course will consist of short-answer questions/analytic essays done in class. All tests will be open-book; in-class tests will be done by hand without the use of any word processing or computing aids. Procedures for each assessment/test will be explained in class. 

· Regular attendance, general engagement with the intellectual work of the class, and participation in class discussion is expected. Please note that if you are just a warm body in class (i.e. attend regularly, but do not contribute to class discussion) you will get, roughly, a C (14/20) for your Participation grade. Both quantity and quality of oral contributions will be factored into Participation grades, as will other markers of engagement such as general alertness, meeting deadlines, particularly thought-provoking comments etc. 

· You can demonstrate your robust engagement with the class in varied ways: 
*participating in oral discussions
*asking probing, thoughtful questions about the reading, or 
simply asking questions that demonstrate you are grappling with 
the text. 
*volunteering to read when we analyze specific scenes in class
*making use of my office hours for class-related conversation
*communicating your interest in all things Shakespeare by forwarding material to me that you would like to share with the class, or alluding to them in class, when appropriate
* indicating in your written work an investment in extra reading (of scholarly criticism or intellectual articles).


Grade distribution: 
Test #1 (on A Midsummer Night’s Dream) 15%
Test #2 (on Venus and Adonis and sonnets) 15%
Test #3 (on Richard II and Henry IV Part 1) 25%
Final (on Macbeth and The Winter’s Tale) 25%
Attendance, Participation and Engagement 20%



Policies:
· Attendance is mandatory. Please note the Participation and Engagement grade: I will take attendance every day, and needless to say, if you are not in class, you cannot participate. Please also note that you will have a much easier time tackling the written work for the course if you have been in class. If you miss a significant number of classes (say, more than 6, which amounts to 3 weeks of classes in a 15 week semester), the Participation grade will keep going down precipitously.  

· Please be aware of the official UNT attendance policy (06.039). 

· I prefer not to have to deal with doctors’ notes, and absences with doctor’s notes are “excused” at my discretion. For instance, unless it’s a dire emergency, a routine dentist appointment is not an “excused” absence. Occasional absences for things like minor ailments or transportation issues (car failed to start etc.) are part of the 6 or so “free” absences you get. 

· If you have a prolonged illness or other personal issue that keeps you from attending class for more than two consecutive class meetings (which is a week’s worth of class), please contact the Dean of Students’ office and ask them to contact me. Such absences will be given special consideration and may be categorized as “excused” once I get official word from them. UNT’s attendance policy states the following: “if the absence is due to an extenuating circumstance that exceeds 5 consecutive days, the faculty member may request for the student to provide documentation through the Dean of Students’ office.” https://policy.unt.edu/sites/policy.unt.edu/files/06.039%20Student%20Attendance%20and%20Authorized%20Absences.pdf


· State law allows students excused absences for observance of a religious holiday. However, UNT regulations stipulate that students must notify the teacher at the beginning of the semester (within the first 15 days) that they expect to miss class for religious reasons, and accommodations will be made accordingly.

· Class meetings will proceed under the assumption that you have completed the assigned reading before coming to class. I may sometimes need to send you emails/Canvas Announcements about the readings or other matters related to class. So please make it a habit to check your UNT email regularly. 

· Study questions and other links for each play or poems (each text has its own module) will be posted on Canvas: these will help guide class discussion. Typically I will also post links to scholarly essays that are particularly informative or engaging and dovetail with class discussion. 

· You will also find on Canvas links to filmed versions (movies or filmed theater productions) of the plays accessible through the Media Library. Viewing is highly recommended: watching these may help illuminate aspects of the plays that reading won’t. You are also encouraged to watch any other versions of the plays that you can find, keeping in mind that cinematic adaptations are very different from theater productions. 

· There will be no make-up tests or final exams barring exceptional circumstances (such as an emergency appendectomy, or an earthquake). I will work with students with ODA accommodations to ensure fairness in in-class tests/writing work. 

· If you, for some unavoidable reason, cannot be present for an in-class test, you are required to let me know well in advance. If there is a last-minute emergency, I will make a judgment call about whether a make-up test is warranted. 


· Plagiarism and Academic Integrity: As the UNT undergraduate catalog makes clear, plagiarism “includes, but is not limited to, the use, by paraphrase or direct quotation, of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment. It also includes the unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials” (UNT Undergraduate Catalog). 

The use of content generating AI programs such as ChatGPT or Claude (Anthropic) or any other such tools is not permitted. 


· Any instance of plagiarism or other cheating (AI or otherwise), on tests, will be penalized, including a possible failing grade on the course. All instances of plagiarism or cheating, including AI use, will be reported to the Academic Integrity office. All written work for the course will be done in class using pen/pencil and paper. Use of laptops (unless you have an ODA accommodation) is not permitted for graded assignments. 

· Reiterating the attendance policy noted in the previous section: this is a face-to-face class and thus attendance is mandatory. You will be expected to keep up with the reading unless you are seriously ill. 


Students with Disabilities: In accordance with the terms and spirit of the Americans with Disabilities Act, I will make accommodations for qualified students with disabilities. Though the ODA office sends me notice about students who require accommodation, please touch base with me if have authorized accommodations. 

Campus Carry: Please read UNT’s policy on concealed handguns on campus: https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/04.001%20Carrying%20of%20Concealed%20Handguns%20and%20Other%20Firearms%20on%20Campus_0.pdf
Note that 1) only licensed persons may legally carry handguns on campus, and 2) this right only authorizes the licensed carrying of “handgun[s], the presence of which is not openly noticeable to the ordinary observation of a reasonable person.” Per policy, if a gun is “partially or wholly visible, even if holstered,” it’s not legal on campus, whether or not it is licensed. I report all illegal activities to the UNT police, regardless of their nature. Please also familiarize yourself with UNT’s guidelines for responding to “active shooter situations”; see  https://emergency.unt.edu/sites/default/files/active_threat.pdf

Note: The schedule is subject to change depending on class need. It is your responsibility to keep abreast of all changes.

Due dates for reading and written work may be adjusted according to class need; these changes will be communicated via Canvas. 

Week 1
M 8/17	Introduction to Syllabus; Setting Up the Course: Overview of Shakespeare’s Biography and Elizabethan Theater
W 8/19	A Midsummer Night’s Dream Acts 1-2


Week 2
M 8/24	Midsummer Acts 3-4 
W 8/26	Midsummer Act 5




Week 3
M 8/31	Finish Midsummer; discuss Test #1 (format/expectations)
W 9/2	TEST #1 


Week 4
W 9/9	Venus and Adonis 


Week 5
M 9/14	Finish Venus and Adonis; Sonnets (numbers tba)
W 9/16	Sonnets (numbers tba)		
		

Week 6 
M 9/21	TEST #2		
W 9/23	Richard II Acts 1-2	 


Week 7
M 9/28	Richard II Acts 1-3
W 9/30	Richard II Acts 4-5 


Week 8
M 10/5	Finish Richard II	
W 10/7	Henry IV Part 1 Acts 1-2


Week 9
M 10/12	Henry IV Part 1 Acts 1-3		
W 10/14	Henry IV Part 1 Acts 4-5 


Week 10
M 10/19	Finish Henry IV Part 1 
W 10/21	TEST #3 (Part 1)			


Week 11
M 10/26 	TEST #3 (Part 2)
W 10/28	Macbeth Acts 1-2


Week 12
M 11/2 	Macbeth Acts 1-3
W 11/4	Macbeth Acts 4-5	


Week 13
M 11/9	Finish Macbeth
W 11/11	The Winter’s Tale Acts 1-2


Week 14
M 11/16	Winter’s Tale Acts 1-3   
W 11/18	Winter’s Tale Act 4			  

Thanksgiving Break

Week 15
M 11/30	WT Act 5
W 12/2	Finish WT & wrap up semester


Saturday 12/7 Final (on Macbeth and The Winter’s Tale) 1-3 p.m. See Registrar’s Schedule: 

https://registrar.unt.edu/exams/final-exam-schedule/fall.html		
