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  English 3000.005 
Introduction to Literary Analysis and Interpretation Skills
Fall 2026
Dr. Madhuparna Mitra


Office: Language 408B
Email: Madhuparna.Mitra@unt.edu
Office hours: MWF 9-15-10; F 12:10-1 and by appt. at other times, including via Zoom. 
If you wish to see me, and cannot make the scheduled office hours, please email me to set up an alternative time. I work from home TTh, and am available for Zoom appointments on those days. 


Course Description: The goal of this course is to help you accumulate interpretive skills and critical vocabularies in order to improve your ability to analyze and write about literary texts of varied genres (drama, fiction, poetry). To that end, the course will encourage students to become deliberate and methodical in their deployment of interpretive tools and techniques and will expect them to set learning goals for themselves. We will read and analyze several well-known primary texts; the focus will be on the acquisition of analytic skills and on writing strategies.   

Text: 
Note: You are STRONGLY urged to use paper texts

Mays, ed., The Norton Introduction to Literature (Shorter 14th ed.) [ISBN: 978-0-393-88630-6]



Course Requirements and Expectations:
· 3 response/analytic essays (written in class), on drama, fiction, and poetry written by hand in class. Topics and writing strategies will be discussed the week before the class meetings set aside for writing. The poetry essay will be part of the Final. 

· 1 oral assignment (with a written component) titled “You Must Read This Poem.” Details will be explained in class.

· Final testing the critical vocabulary acquired in the course of the semester and a poem analysis. 

· Regular attendance and active participation in class discussion. Please note that if you are just a warm body in class (i.e. attend regularly, but do not contribute to class discussion) you will get, roughly, a C (14/20) for your Participation grade. Both quantity and quality of oral contributions will be factored into Participation grades. Thus it is in your best interest to come to class having done the required reading, and prepared to talk about it. 

You can demonstrate your robust engagement with the class in various ways: 
*participating in class discussions
*asking probing, thoughtful questions
*participating conscientiously in all class activities, group discussions and projects
*demonstrating concerted effort in class presentation on poem (“You Must Read This Poem”)
*making use of my office hours to come for class-related conversation
*communicating your interest in the intellectual work of the class by forwarding material to me that you would like to share with the class
* indicating in your written work an investment in undertaking challenges



Grade Distribution: 
Essay 1 & 2 (on drama and fiction) 20% each 
      Essay 3 (poetry analysis in final) 15%	
“You Must Read This Poem” assignment 15%
Final (multiple-choice segment testing critical terms) 10%
     Attendance, Participation and Engagement 20 %

 

Policies:
· Attendance is mandatory. Please note the Participation and Engagement grade: I will take attendance every day, and needless to say, if you are not in class, you cannot participate. If you miss a significant number of classes (say, more than 6, which amounts to 2 weeks of classes in a 15 week semester), the Participation grade will keep going down precipitously.  

· Please be aware of the official UNT attendance policy: https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-039


· I prefer not to have to deal with doctors’ notes, and absences with doctor’s notes are “excused” at my discretion. For instance, unless it’s a dire emergency, a routine dentist appointment is not an “excused” absence. Occasional absences for things like minor ailments or transportation issues (car failed to start etc.) are part of the 6 or so “free” absences you get. 

· If you have a prolonged illness or other personal issue that keeps you from attending class for more than two consecutive class meetings (which is a week’s worth of class), please contact the Dean of Students’ office and ask them to contact me. Such absences will be given special consideration and be categorized as “excused” once I get official word from them. See this link titled “Temporary Illness”: https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/dean-of-students/programs-and-services/temporary-illness.html


· Please note that even though you are allowed 6 absences without a mandatory penalty, your grade is likely to suffer if you miss class because you will not be present to participate in classwork and class discussion. You were disengaged. Class work cannot be made up. If you weren’t there, you weren’t there.

· State law allows students excused absences for observance of a religious holiday. However, students must notify the teacher at the beginning of the semester (within the first 15 days) that they expect to miss class for religious reasons, and accommodations will be made accordingly.

· Class discussion will proceed under the assumption that you have completed the assigned reading before coming to class. I may sometimes need to send you emails about the readings or other matters related to class. So please make it a habit to check your UNT email regularly. 

· There will be no make-up tests or final exams barring exceptional circumstances (such as an emergency appendectomy, or an earthquake). 

· All graded written work/essays will be generated in class in Blue Books. You may be required to buy Blue Books, but I will see if I can obtain them from the School. 

· Each text we discuss in class will have a Canvas page will questions, pointers and background material to help you navigate and interpret the text. 


Plagiarism and Academic Integrity: As the UNT undergraduate catalog makes clear, plagiarism “includes, but is not limited to, the use, by paraphrase or direct quotation, of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment. It also includes the unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials” (UNT Undergraduate Catalog). Any instance of plagiarism or other cheating will be penalized, including a possible failing grade on the course. All instances of plagiarism will be reported to the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities. 

The use of content generating AI programs such as ChatGPT or any other such tools is not permitted. (Hopefully, the whole issue will be moot since all the graded assignments will be handwritten in class.) 

Any instance of plagiarism or other cheating (AI or otherwise), on essays or tests, will be penalized, including a possible failing grade on the course. All instances of plagiarism or cheating, including AI use, will be reported to the Academic Integrity office. 


Students with Disabilities: In accordance with the terms and spirit of the Americans with Disabilities Act, I will make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities. If you have a documented disability, please let me know no later than the end of the second week of class.
Campus Carry: Please read UNT’s policy on concealed handguns on campus, which are posted on Blackboard or see http://campuscarry.unt.edu/untpolicy
Note that 1) only licensed persons may legally carry handguns on campus, and 2) this right only authorizes the licensed carrying of “handgun[s], the presence of which is not openly noticeable to the ordinary observation of a reasonable person.” Per policy, if a gun is “partially or wholly visible, even if holstered,” it’s not legal on campus, whether or not it is licensed. I report all illegal activities to the UNT police, regardless of their nature. Please also familiarize yourself with UNT’s guidelines for responding to “active shooter situations”; see  http://emergency.unt.edu/get-prepared/Active-Shooter


Schedule:
· Note: The schedule is provisional and subject to change depending on class need. It is your responsibility to keep abreast of all changes. 

· All primary text readings are in The Norton Introduction to Literature (NIL). The numbers in parentheses refer to the relevant pages.



Unit 1: Drama (Weeks 1-3) 
M 8/17		Introduction to the Course
W 8/19 	“Elements of Drama” (1277-1287); Ibsen, A Doll House Act 1 (1725-1745)
F 8/21	A Doll House Act 1


M 8/24		A Doll House Acts 2-3 (1760-1774)
W 8/26 	A Doll House Acts 2-3
F 8/28		Finish play; discuss writing short answer questions/essay on drama


M 8/31		In-class writing on A Doll House
W 9/2 		In-class writing on A Doll House		 
F 9/4	Prepare to start fiction unit: See “Questions about the Elements of Fiction”(19-23); “Key Concepts” (25-27); “Plot” (79-81); “Narration and Point of View” (177-180); “Character” (211-214); “Setting” (280-282); “Symbolism and Figurative Language” (361-365); “Theme” (424-428).
		
		
Unit 2: Fiction (Weeks 4-7)
W  9/9		“Plot” (79-84); Nguyen, “I’d Love You to Want Me” (108-121)
F  9/11 	“Narration and Point of View” (177-180); Kochai, “Playing Metal Gear Solid V: The Phantom Pain”	
		

M 9/14		“Character” (210-217); Adichie, “Apollo” (245-255)
W 9/16		“Setting” (280-283); Butler, “Bloodchild” (335-350)
F 9/18		Continue discussing stories
		

M 9/21 	“Symbolism” (361-65); Dandicat, “A Wall of Fire Rising” (394-405)
W 9/23	“Theme” (424-428); Diaz, “Wildwood” (437-452)
F 9/25	Continue discussing stories; discuss writing short answer questions/essay on fiction


M 9/28 	In-class writing on fiction texts	
W 9/30 	In-class writing on fiction texts
F 10/2		No class [Faculty Retreat] 


Unit 3: Poetry (Weeks 8-15)
M 10/5		“Poetry: Reading, Responding, Writing” (Ch. 11)
W 10/7	“The Sounds of Poetry” (925-928); “Poetic Meter” (931-935); “External Form” (974-977)
F 10/9	“The Sonnet: An Album” (989-1000) – selected sonnets tba	


M 10/12	“The Sonnet: An Album” (989-1000) – selected sonnets tba
W 10/14	Yeats, “Leda and the Swan” (1073)
F 10/16	Seamus Heaney, “Digging” (1196)


From Week 10 onwards, students will sign up to present their choice of poem for the “You Must Read This Poem” assignment. 
M 10/19	Wordsworth, “I Wandered Lonely” (762)
W 10/21	Stallings, “Hades Welcomes His Bride” (794)
F 10/23	Student Presentations

M 10/26	Donne, “The Sun Rising” (834)
W 10/28	Walcott, “A Far Cry from Africa” (846)
F 10/30 	Student Presentations

M 11/2	Rich, “Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers” (859)
W 11/4	Piercy, “Barbie Doll” (1205)
F 11/6	Student Presentations


M 11/9	Boss, “My Love for You” (897)
W 11/11	Majmudar, “Dothead” (905)
F 11/13	Student Presentations

M 11/16	Student Presentations
W 11/18	Student Presentations 
F 11/20	Student Presentations

Thanksgiving Break

M 11/30	Student Presentations
W 12/2	Student Presentations; wrap up semester.  
	


Final: Saturday, 12/5 10:30-12:30
