ENGL 1315 Section 006 - Writing About Literature I (Fall 2024 1)
Instructor: Dr. Mariah Steele
Office Hours: M, W 5-6 p.m., and by appointment
E-mail: mariah.steele@unt.edu
Section 6: M/W 3:30-4:50; Lang 114
 
Required Texts and Materials 
Proof, by David Auburn 
Galileo, by Bertolt Brecht
Copenhagen, by Michael Frayn 
An Experiment with an Air Pump, by Shelagh Stephenson 
You will also be required to download readings from Canvas and the internet.
Course Policies and Procedures
Communication: The best way to get in touch with me is via e-mail (mariah.steele@unt.edu); please make sure to include your name somewhere in the e-mail. I make every effort to respond to e-mail within 24 hours, but I cannot guarantee immediate responses. Use your UNT email account for this class and check your email and Canvas daily for course announcements and updates. Please note that you should use formal language in your emails and be sure to sign your email messages.
Attendance: It is important that you attend class regularly, and that you arrive on time. If you do miss a class, you are responsible for finding out what you missed from another student in the class. After 3 absences, your grade in the class will drop one letter grade. If you miss more than 6 classes, you will receive an F in the course.
The following actions may also result in a student being counted as officially absent:
▪ Not posting  or turning in an adequate draft on a day when a draft is due (for in-class writing, peer response, etc.)
            ▪ Failing to be prepared to class
            ▪ Showing up to class more than 10 minutes late
            ▪ Failing to attend a mandatory scheduled conference with the instructor
            ▪ Sleeping, texting, surfing the web, etc. in class
            ▪ Leaving class early without my permission
If you miss a class, I suggest you contact a classmate to find out what we covered. I will not go over in-class material with someone who misses class. This includes in email correspondence! Do, however, let me know in advance if you are going to miss a class.
Makeup/Late Assignment Policy
As a rule, late work for this course will not be accepted. Any quizzes or exercises missed for any reason cannot be made up for points once missed.  Additionally, all written assignments must be turned in on time in order to be counted for credit.  On the rare occasions that I do accept late work, I will deduct 10 points per day for each day the work is late. 
All assignments will be turned in to Turn-It-In, via Canvas. You are expected to familiarize yourself with Canvas, and to contact Canvas help if you have difficulties. Problems with CANVAS and/or Turn-It-In that are not documented to be systemic do not count as excuses for late work. 
Class Behavior and Disruptions
According to the UNT Student Code of Conduct (sect. V), the following actions are considered acts of misconduct and may subject a student to university discipline:
Obstruction or disruption of teaching, research, administration, disciplinary procedures or other University activities, including public service functions or other authorized activities on or off University premises. Includes interrupting, hindering or preventing classroom instruction or other official educational activities from occurring intentionally through noise, acts of incivility, or other means.
Physical Abuse, verbal abuse, threats, intimidation, harassment, coercion; and/or other conduct which threatens or endangers the health or safety of any person. Speech protected by the First Amendment of the United States Constitution is not a violation of this provision, although fighting words and statements which reasonably threaten or endanger the health and safety of any person are not protected. Each allegation of a violation under this provision shall be reviewed in consideration of these factors.
Disruptive activities as defined by Section 37.123 and 51.935 of the Texas Education Code, such as   intentionally obstructing, restraining, preventing or attempting to prevent passage of individuals on campus or into/out of campus buildings by force, by violence or by the threat of same; seizing control of a building/portion of a building to interfere with an administrative, educational, research or other authorized activity; preventing participation in or the holding of a lawful assembly or attempting to prevent same force/violence, by threat or by causing reasonable fear of force/violence; or disrupting an assembly in progress  by one or more such means.
The classroom is a place of diversity and exchange. While I do not expect that we will all agree with one another all of the time, I do expect that we respect the opinions and ideas of others, and that we will do so in a way that is productive and collegial.
Academic Integrity Policy
While scholarly cooperation is an important part of academic life, learning to 1) do your own work accurately and completely and 2) attribute the work of others when you use and build on it is paramount to the trust integral to an academic community.
In English 1315, students are expected to complete all coursework on their own, except when their instructor clearly assigns them to work with a partner or group. Therefore, students should avoid the following:
· discussing their responses to assignments with one another outside of class
· asking other students for “peer reviews” not assigned as part of class
Moreover, English 1315 students should avoid inadvertently sharing their work by keeping printed work secure, printing all of their work themselves, creating all “templates” themselves, and password-protecting all electronic access (computers, clouds, Google docs, emails etc.) to files related to their coursework. Further, students should retain an editing/revision history for all files. Your instructor may also ask you to follow a naming convention for all course files.
Additionally, students should understand the UNT and TAMS policies covering violations of academic integrity standards.
UNT Policy 06.003: Student Academic Integrity defines “cheating” as the following: “the use of unauthorized assistance in an academic exercise, including but not limited to:
1. use of any unauthorized assistance to take exams, tests, quizzes, or other assessments;
2. use of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments;
3. use, without permission [from the instructor], of tests, notes, or other academic materials belonging to instructors, staff members, or other students of the University [Note: this item includes the use of materials from former students of the university, such as students who have previously attended TAMS];
4. dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructor;
5. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage on an academic assignment” (UNT Policy 06.003, p. 2).
Further, the policy defines fabrication, plagiarism, and facilitating academic dishonesty in the following ways:
Fabrication: “falsifying or inventing any information, data, or research outside of a defined academic exercise.” (UNT Policy 06.003, p. 2).
Plagiarism: “use of another’s thoughts or words without proper attribution in any academic exercise, regardless of the student’s intent, including but not limited to:
1. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgement or citation.
2. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or by an agency engaged in selling term papers or other academic materials.” (UNT Policy 06.003, p. 3).
Facilitating Academic Dishonesty: “helping or assisting another in the commission of academic dishonesty.” (UNT Policy 06.003, p. 2).
ANY use of ChatGPT or other generative AI writing tools (GrammarlyGO, GPT-3, GPT-4, BERT, or others) to produce assignment responses—including, but not limited to, “editing” essays or responses OR generating essays or responses for this course—is prohibited and constitutes cheating. Note that you must disable MS Copilot or any other “editing” software associated with your word processing program for this class.
Any student in English 1315 found cheating, fabricating, plagiarizing, facilitating fabrication/cheating/plagiarizing, OR engaging in any other type of academic dishonesty addressed in UNT Policy 06.003 or the TAMS Handbook will fail the course.
Further, the instructor will report academic dishonesty to the UNT Office of Academic Integrity; these reports will become part of the student’s permanent academic record.
ADA Statement
Accommodating Students with Disabilities: The University of North Texas is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112--The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended.  With the passage of new federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.
Assessment Breakdown
Short Papers: 15% (x 2) = 30%
Presentation: 10%
Position Paper: 25%
Participation/Daily Work/Discussion Posts/Peer Critique: 15%
Midterm and Final Exams: 10% (x 2) = 20%
Participation
This class is a discussion class, so your participation is essential, both for your learning and your success in the class. No student who does not actively participate in class (by engaging in discussions, in whatever form they may take; completing group work; coming to class prepared; taking notes, etc.) can receive an A in the class. 
Daily Work
The content of daily work will vary and may include quizzes. If you miss a quiz, you may not make the quiz up.
Grades
For this course, grades are defined as follows:
            A=excellent (reserved for real excellence)
            B=good (an honors grade)
            C=fair (average--you’ve done the minimum requirements of the assignment)
            D=passing
            F=failing
 
Schedule of Assignments/Readings, English 1315:006
All readings should be completed before the date indicated here. 
M, 8/18: Course Introduction
W, 8/20: Galileo, Introduction & scenes 1-4

M, 8/25: Galileo, scenes 5-8
W, 8/27: Galileo, scenes 9-14
 
M, 9/1: No Class; Labor Day Holiday
W, 9/3: Group-led Discussion 1--Galileo
 
M, 9/8: In-class Writing, Paper 1
W, 9/10: Poetry
 
M, 9/15: Poetry
W, 9/17: Poetry
 F, 9/19: Paper 1 due on Turn It In (via Canvas) by 11:59 p.m.

M, 9/22: Copenhagen, Act 1 
W, 9/24: Copenhagen, Act 2
 
M, 9/29: Copenhagen, postscript
W, 10/1: Group-led Discussion 2--Copenhagen
 
M, 10/6: Poetry
W, 10/8: Midterm Exam
 
M, 10/13: Proof, Act 1 (scenes 1-4)
W, 10/15: Proof, Act 2 (scenes 1-5) 
 
M, 10/20:  Group-led Discussion 3--Proof
W, 10/22: In-class Writing, Paper 2
 
M, 10/27: Poetry
W, 10/29: Peer Critique of Paper 2 (bring 2 printed copies of your draft to class)
F, 10/31: Paper 2 Due on Turn It In (via Canvas) by 11:59 p.m.
 
M, 11/3: An Experiment with an Air Pump Act 1 (prologue, scene 1)
W, 11/5: An Experiment with an Air Pump Act 1 (scenes 2-3)
 
M, 11/10: An Experiment with an Air Pump Act 2 (scenes 1-5)
W, 11/12: Group-led Discussion 4--An Experiment with an Air Pump
 
M, 11/17: 
W, 11/19: Paper Conferences
F, 11/21: Working Thesis for Final Paper due on Canvas by 11:59 p.m.
 
M, 11/24: No Class--Thanksgiving Break
W, 11/26: No class--Thanksgiving Break
 
M, 12/1: In-class Writing, Final Paper
W, 12/3: Peer Critique of Final Paper (bring 2 printed copies of your draft to class)
F, 12/5: Final Paper Due on Turn It In (via Canvas) by 11:59 p.m.
 
W, 12/10: Final Exam 1:30-3:30 p.m.
 
Please Note: This schedule is subject to change as curricular considerations arise; you will be notified in advance of any changes that might be made.

