MUAG 6370 Syllabus
Saxophone Chamber/Orchestral Literature
UNT College of Music – Spring 2026
Mikayla Peterson, Instructor
Mikayla.Peterson@unt.edu
Office Hours: By Appointment

Course Expectations:
1. MUAG 6370 will meet MWF in MU295 from 9:00-9:50 AM.
2. All final assignments will be submitted in an electronic file, typed format (Word doc preferred). All assignments will be completed on time and by the date marked in the calendar, which will be determined in the first week of classes. Each assignment you submit should be shared with the class and uploaded to Canvas under the appropriate module.
3. Do not repeat anything from the previous year’s class.
4. There is a “no-cut” policy. If you need to be excused from a class period, contact the instructor in a timely fashion.
5. Grading will be assessed through in-class discussions, completed assignments, and timely submission of work.
6. At the end of the course, organize all assignments into a bound electronic notebook. Please submit one copy to me and one copy to the Canvas course. 
7. Purchase, Ronkin and Frascotti, The Orchestral Saxophonist, Vol. I and II, published by Roncorp.
8. Purchase Rousseau, Saxophone Artist in Performance and Pedagogy (Jeanné Publications)

Assignments for MUAG 6370:
1. Orchestral Literature Projects (4 total)
2. Chamber Literature Projects (4 total)
a. Avoid literature that you have already studied.
b. You are encouraged to bring recordings into class to demonstrate short excerpts. Include examples in your reviews.
c. At least one piece must be for a saxophone other than alto.

3. Review of Dissertation Abstracts/Bibliographic Sources (4 total)
• write a brief abstract/review of selected saxophone dissertations
• these should have a chamber/orchestral saxophone focus
• present your abstract in class
• choose both dissertations as well as books and other sources to review

4. Review of a Journal Article (1 total)
Choose an article from any appropriate journal that deals with chamber/orchestral literature for classical saxophone and present it to the class.



5. Reviews of Compact Discs (4 total)
• write a brief abstract/review of selected CD’s/LP’s
• present your abstract in class
• have the actual CD/LP present at class (optional)
• These should center around chamber and orchestral literature
• You may use your smartphone to play excerpts in class.

6. Resume and cover letter preparation – job preparation packet
• develop your Curriculum Vita
• write a cover letter for your ideal job

7. Video reviews
Review the following saxophone videos. Write your review in the form of an essay: compare and contrast the style, content, and effectiveness of each video.
· Rousseau, Eugene. Steps to Excellence.
· Sinta, Donald. Sinta on Sax.
· Allard, Joe. The Master Speaks.

8. Write three pedagogical essays
Compare and contrast the various methods of teaching vibrato; 
Compare and contrast the various methods of teaching altissimo; 
Compare and contrast the various methods of teaching articulation.

9. Develop three doctoral recital programs
Choose appropriate literature, including both solo and chamber, that could be presented on a UNT DMA recital. Each recital should include one chamber piece. Each recital should demonstrate proficiency on at least two different saxophones. You must be able to provide a reason for selecting each piece on the recital program.

9. The DMA Final Project Topic
Devise four topics that could be submitted to the Graduate Performance Degrees’ Committee for review for your final project for the Doctor of Musical Arts degree. One topic will be for the lecture-recital; one topic will be for the lecture; the third topic will be for the thesis document option; and the fourth will be for the professional portfolio. Do not repeat topics—each topic must be original. Please consult the bibliography list for ideas. This exercise is not to write a topic proposal, but to contemplate and potentially choose a topic.

10. Write an essay on your philosophy of teaching
You may choose to limit your answer to studio teaching if you wish; or, you could address the importance of master classes, literature classes, scale classes, quartet study, and/or sectional rehearsals. You may choose to include personal experiences with form and/or current teachers. You may discuss specifics of curricula, such as whether or not to include mixing jazz and classical media in your lessons, whether or not to include the study of orchestral excerpts, whether or not to play/model in your lessons, whether or not to use electronic equipment (video cameras, hand-held recording devices, tablets, smart phones, etc.). Should a teacher choose to be involved in the students’ personal lives? Should a teacher choose to control every aspect of their students’ development?

11. Letter of Recommendation and Conference Pitch
1. Write a hypothetical letter of recommendation for one of your students.
· Your student is seeking admission into the undergraduate program at the University of North Texas College of Music in saxophone performance.
2. Write a hypothetical letter pitching a performance/ensemble performance to the committee of a major saxophone conference.
· You are a professor at a university, and you are looking to perform either by yourself or with another faculty member at a major saxophone conference (World Saxophone Congress/Navy Band Symposium etc). In 500 words or less, pitch your performance to the committee.

12. Grading Rubric
What type of key factors would you consider when you grade a student’s lesson? Create a hypothetical rubric that you could use to grade undergraduate university students in a private lesson setting.

13. Materials and Preparation of DMA Written and Oral Examinations in 
Saxophone 
• In-Class Discussion of Examination Preparation

14. Guest Appearances
• Throughout the semester, there will be guests who will address the class. Your attendance at these events is assumed.


Saxophone Literature Assignments
Dr. Mikayla Peterson
UNT College of Music, Spring 2026

Purchase: Ronkin and Frascotti The Orchestral Saxophone, Vol. I and II, 
published by Roncorp.
Survey selected chamber/orchestral saxophone literature using the following format:

You Name:								

Course Number:							

Semester:								

Instructor:								

Title of Composition:						

Composer/dates:							

Date of Composition:						

Publisher:								

Duration:								

Range (use a staff with clef, not note names):




Pertinent Comments:
	Include background of the composition and any interesting program notes 
from the CDs/LPs/online links/Youtube.
	Identify any difficult passages (technical, tonal, musical).
	Add your solutions to any of the difficulties identified above (special 
fingerings, ensemble considerations, interesting compositional techniques, 
altissimo passages, extended techniques, etc).
	Listen to a short excerpt in class.
	Include your personal opinion.


Literature for Review

When choosing literature to review, pick pieces with which you are unfamiliar (do not choose repertoire you already know and have performed). Repertoire in the survey could be chosen from the following (other repertoire is permitted)

Chamber Music
Benson			Dream Net
Caplet				Légende
Derr				I Never Saw Another Butterfly
Eychenne			Cantinlèna et Danse
Feld				Quintet
Fox				Shaking the Pumpkin
Gotkovsky			Trio Lyrique
Heiden				Intrada
Hindemith			Trio, Op. 47
Iannaccone			Bicinia
Orrego-Salas			Partita
Villa-Lobos			Sextuor Mystique
Villa-Lobos			Chôros no. 7
Walton				Façade
Webern			Quartet, Op. 22
Wolpe				Quartet
Yuyama			Divertimento

Orchestral Literature
Bartók				Der Holzgeschnitze Prinz
Berg				Symphonic Suite from the Opera Lulu
Bernstein			Symphonic Dances from West Side Story
Bizet				L’Arlésienne Suite
Kachaturian			Gayne Suite
Kodály				Hary Janos
Milhaud			Création du Monde
Mussorgsky			Pictures at an Exhibition
Prokofiev			Romeo and Juliet
Prokofiev			Lt. Kíje
Rachmaninoff			Symphonic Dances
Ravel				Bolero
Rorem				Lions
Shostakovich			Gold Age Ballet
Strauss				Symphonia Domestica





DEFIBRILLATORS IN THE COLLEGE OF MUSIC
· Music Building:  Across from the west side of the Music Commons, directly across from the elevator
· Music Building:  Third floor hallway, across from the staircase that comes up from the Copy Room.  Next to Room 322
· Music Building:  Across from the Copy Room next to Room 293
· Music Building:  Voertman Lobby by the big double set of doors that lead out to the courtyard
· Music Building:  Main Office (247) under the student worker’s desk
· Music Annex:  Next to room MA117, near the triple set of doors on the east side of the building
· Music Practice Building North:  First floor on the Avenue C side
· Music Practice Building South:  First floor on the Avenue C side
· Bain Hall:  First floor by the restrooms
· Murchison Performing Arts Center:  Located off the main lobby, beyond the grand staircase, across from the single occupancy restroom (next to the public water fountains)

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam [or specify alternative sanction, such as course failure]. Additionally, the incident will be reported to the Dean of Students (Office of Academic Integrity), who may impose further penalty. According to the UNT catalog, the term “cheating" includes, but is not limited to: a. use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; b. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university; d. dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructor(s); or e. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to: a. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; and b. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials. 
See:  Academic Integrity
LINK:  https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003

STUDENT BEHAVIOR 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classrooms, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. 
See: Student Code of Conduct 
Link: https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct

ACCESS TO INFORMATION – EAGLE CONNECT 
Your access point for business and academic services at UNT occurs at my.unt.edu. All official communication from the university will be delivered to your Eagle Connect account.  For more information, please visit the website that explains Eagle Connect.  
See:  Eagle Connect
LINK:   eagleconnect.unt.edu/ 

ODA STATEMENT 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter. You can now request your Letters of Accommodation ONLINE and ODA will mail your Letters of Accommodation to your instructors. You may wish to begin a private discussion with your professors regarding your specific needs in a course. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester.  For additional information see the Office of Disability Access.
See:  ODA
LINK:  disability.unt.edu. (Phone: (940) 565-4323)

Health and Safety Information
Students can access information about health and safety at:  https://music.unt.edu/student-health-and-wellness

Registration Information for Students
See:  Spring Academic Calendar Information
Link:  https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/spring-academic-calendar.html

Semester Calendar, Spring 2026
See:  Spring Semester Calendar
Link:  https://registrar.unt.edu/sites/default/files/spring-2026-academic-calendar.pdf

Final Exam Schedule, Spring 2026
See above

Financial Aid and Satisfactory Academic Progress
Undergraduates
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial aid.  Students must maintain a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a required number of credit hours based on total hours registered.   Students cannot exceed attempted credit hours above 150% of their required degree plan.  If a student does not maintain the required standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility.

Students holding music scholarships must maintain a minimum 2.5 overall cumulative GPA and 3.0 cumulative GPA in music courses.

If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do so may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. It is recommended that you to schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course before doing so.
See:  Financial Aid
LINK:   http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap
 
Graduates
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial aid. Students must maintain a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a required number of credit hours based on total registered hours per term. Music scholarships require a 3.5 cumulative GPA.  Students cannot exceed maximum timeframes established based on the published length of the graduate program.  If a student does not maintain the required standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility.   

If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do so may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. It is recommended you schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college, an advisor in UNT-International or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course.
See:  Financial Aid
LINK:   http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap

RETENTION OF STUDENT RECORDS 
Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor of record. All records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted during the duration of the course are kept for at least one calendar year after course completion. Course work completed via the Canvas online system, including grading information and comments, is also stored in a safe electronic environment for one year. You have a right to view your individual record; however, information about your records will not be divulged to other individuals without the proper written consent. You are encouraged to review the Public Information Policy and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the university’s policy in accordance with those mandates.
See:  FERPA
Link: http://ferpa.unt.edu/

COUNSELING AND TESTING
UNT’s Center for Counseling and Testing has an available counselor for students in need.  Please visit the Center’s website for further information: 
See: Counseling and Testing
Link:  http://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services.  

For more information on mental health resources, please visit:  
See:  Mental Health Resources
Link:  https://disparities.unt.edu/mental-health-resources 

ADD/DROP POLICY
Please be reminded that dropping classes or failing to complete and pass registered hours may make you ineligible for financial aid.  In addition, if you drop below half-time enrollment you may be required to begin paying back your student loans.  See Academic Calendar (listed above) for additional add/drop Information.  

Drop Information:  https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/spring-academic-calendar.html
 
STUDENT RESOURCES
The University of North Texas has many resources available to students.  For a complete list, go to:
See:  Student Resources
Link:   https://success.unt.edu/aa-sa-resources

CARE TEAM
The Care Team is a collaborative interdisciplinary committee of university officials that meets regularly to provide a response to student, staff, and faculty whose behavior could be harmful to themselves or others.
See:  Care Team
Link:  https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/care-team
