
	


University of North Texas
KINE/SOCI 2050: SOCIOLOGY OF SPORT
Winter Semester – 2025-2026
	Dr. M. Jean Keller
Office: PEB 205K
Phone:  940-565-3427	
E-mail: Jean.Keller@unt.edu 
      
	Office hours:  Please contact and we will meet by phone or video conference 


Course Purpose

The purpose of this class is to introduce students to fundamental sociological concepts and critical thinking related to studying sport as a sociocultural phenomenon. Throughout the course, students will develop an awareness and understanding of the impact that sport has on society and society has on sport. 


Course Objectives
Students will demonstrate:

1. Knowledge of sociological concepts (e.g., power, social institutions, human agency) and theories (e.g., functionalist theory, conflict theory, interactionist theory, critical theory) that allow us to study, understand, and address social issues and problems in sport. 

2. Ability to think critically about sport as part of social life and ask questions about the current structure of sport (e.g., commercialism, professionalism, amateurism), as well as alternative structures (e.g., participatory and involvement approaches). 

3. Ability to think critically about how social values are reflected and transmitted through sport (e.g., dominant cultural ideologies), as well as how social values are rejected through sport (e.g., challenging dominant cultural ideologies).

4. Ability to analyze the effects of social, historical, political, and economic factors on sport in society (e.g., Civil Rights Movement, globalization), and how historical events have affected current societal values and opportunities in sport.

5. Ability to examine and apply theory as reflected in sport within diverse sociocultural contexts (e.g., African American, Native American, Hispanic, Gay/Lesbian, Transgender, Intersex). 

COURSE DELIVERY:

This course is delivered fully online. All PowerPoints, quizzes, exams, and assignments will be completed and submitted online through Canvas. 

Quizzes and Exams
You must purchase the access code through McGraw-Hill to take all quizzes and exams. There are no exceptions. The practice quizzes are for your learning only and DO NOT count toward your course grade. You will need to purchase access to the book to be successful and to have access to the quizzes and exams.

Quizzes, Tests, and Learning Activities
These assignments will be submitted online via Canvas. 


REQUIRED EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS AND TEXT: 

You must purchase online access from McGraw-Hill for the textbook to take the quizzes and exams. Go to Canvas; then go to Start Here. You will see a tab to click on that takes you to McGraw-Hill to sign up for access. PLEASE DO THIS ON DAY 1. As this is a 3-week course, you need to purchase this on day one. You cannot successfully complete the course without this access.

The video below will help you navigate to Connect once you are registered.
http://video.mhhe.com/watch/kdALByfmyZhuVE7dkFiopE?

Required Textbook:  Coakley, J. & Montez de Oca, J. (2025). Sport in Society: Issues and Controversies. McGraw-Hill. New York.
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POLICIES AND PRACTICES TO SUPPORT LEARNING

Americans with Disabilities Compliance: The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodations for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to the faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodation at any time; however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member before implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information, see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.


POLICIES AND PRACTICES TO SUPPORT LEARNING (continued)

Academic Dishonesty: Cheating will not be tolerated in this course. You are to take each online exam/quiz ON YOUR OWN. You are not to take photos of any of the questions, share answers with a class member, or post any of the questions/answers online in any form. You are to use only your memory. Students who cheat or who are reported to be cheating during an exam, or quiz will be charged under the University's Academic Integrity policy. Students found to be cheating on any exam, or quiz will receive an automatic zero for that exam or quiz. Students who plagiarize (in any of the assignments) will also receive a zero for that assignment. Academic dishonesty includes cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, and facilitating academic dishonesty. Plagiarism refers to presenting ideas, words, or statements of another person without giving credit to that person. If you have questions about cheating or plagiarism, please ask.





 
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) Information: Students have the right to 
expect their grades will be kept confidential. Grades are confidential. Neither your course grades nor grades for any assignment will be posted in a way that could result in your being identified by other students or faculty members.


Being a Professional

1) Professional Expectations and Outcomes

a. This class operates fully online. Please review the Canvas calendar.

b. You are expected to be respectful to your instructor and classmates. 

c. The content discussed in this course may be controversial and may generate ideas that are different than yours.

d. Remember, YOU CONTROL YOUR GRADE!
i. Your work will be done at your pace with set due dates for the quizzes, tests, and learning activities. 

ii. Please reach out, I am here to help you.
  
iii. Late work is not accepted.

ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING: All assignments are due on the date shown at 11:59 p.m.

1. Exams: 3 Exams @ 100 points = 300 points. 

Three (3) exams. All are online in Canvas. Dates and chapters for each exam are listed on your calendar. 
 
2. Quizzes: 10 Quizzes @ 10 points = 100 points. 
         
Ten (10) quizzes. Some quizzes combine chapters. All are online in Canvas. Dates and chapters for each quiz are listed on your calendar. 
Practice quizzes are for your knowledge only and do not count towards your final grade.

3. Learning Activities: 6 @ 25 = 150 points.
Six (6) learning activities. The learning activities are online and in Canvas. Dates and chapters for each learning activity are listed on your calendar.

Grades are based on the total final points. Please review your grades in Canvas.
	Assignment
	Points 
	
	Total Points

	
	
	
	

	Exams (3)
	100 each
	
	300

	Quizzes (10)
	 10 each
	
	100

	Learning Activities (6)
	 25 each
	
	150

	
	
	
	550 Total 



A =   495 - 550 				D = 330 - 384
B =   440 - 494
C =   385 - 439				F = Below 330
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