
CULTURE, ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY 
GEOG 1170; SPRING 2011 

Tues/Thurs 9:30-10:50am; ESSAT 125 
  
Instructor: 
Dr. Matthew Fry  
Office: ESSAT 210F  
Phone: (940) 369-7576 
Email: mfry@unt.edu 
Office hours: Tues/Thurs 11:00-12:30pm 
 

"If you don't know where you are, you don't know who you are."  
—Wendell Berry 

Geography is the analysis of how things got to be where they are and why they are the way they are (i.e., the why of the 
where).  These questions lead us away from simply memorizing place names or types of landforms to conducting in-depth 
inquiry into the processes behind the patterns that are present on the landscape. 

These processes are fundamentally cultural (i.e., their roots reach down into religion, language, political culture, and built 
environments, among other things) and reflect human demands for food, energy, and resources. The patterns we see on 
the landscape are also outcomes of the opportunities and constraints imposed by the natural environment.  

This course analyzes the interrelationships among cultures, the environment, and society by asking: 

1. What is culture? 
2. How do culture and the environment interact? 
3. How does this interaction affect who we are? 

 
Books and Readings: 

- All readings are available on Blackboard. 

- Books:  While there is no assigned textbook for this course, students are strongly encouraged to 
purchase an ‘Introduction to Human Geography’ textbook for reference. A few recommended books 
include:  

 The Human Mosaic Eighth Edition (2000) by Jordan-Bychkov and Domosh – later or earlier 
editions work, but this edition is my favorite (new books ~$25, used $0.01) 

 Human Geography in Action (recent editions) by Kuby, Harner, and Gober 
 Human Geography: Places and Regions in a Global Context (recent editions) by Knox and 

Marston 
- Geography majors are also encouraged to purchase The Dictionary of Human Geography by Johnston, 

Gregory, Pratt, and Watts.  
 

Course Expectations: 
Attendance and Class Participation: 

 Students are expected to attend class and participate by asking questions and providing 
comments/insight on topics. 

 Attendance will be taken on a random basis. Excused attendance requires documentation.   
 
Readings:  

 Reading assignments will be completed prior to their assigned class period.  Don’t fall behind; my 
lectures assume you’ve done the readings. Most pop quizzes will pertain to the readings.  

 
Laptop Policy: 

 Students wishing to use laptops are required to sit in the last two rows of the lecture hall.  Only tabs 
directly related to the lecture (specifically the relevant power point lecture and one word document) 
should be open during class.  Failure to follow these rules will result in the forfeiture of the right to use a 
laptop during class. 



Classroom Courtesy: 
 Please follow these guidelines to avoid disrupting the class: 

o Turn off cell phones  
o Avoid arriving late or leaving early  
o Do not sleep or eat during class 
o Do not work on other assignments during class 
o Do not talk when the instructor is lecturing, unless prompted for feedback by the 

instructor. 
 
Midterm and Final: 

 Each worth 25% of your final grade.  Questions will be drawn from readings and class lectures (lecture 
power point presentations will be posted on blackboard in .pdf format).  Both are primarily composed of 
multiple-choice questions.  The final exam is not cumulative. 

 
Quizzes: 

 Two: February 8th and April 5th.  These will be comprised of less than 15 multiple choice, matching, 
etc., questions.   

 
Mapping Project: 

 In this project you will construct two thematic maps. 
 A detailed guideline for the mapping project will be provided to students on January 20th, final maps are 

due February 3rd. 
 
Writing Assignments: 

 Two assignments will be made available during the semester.  The deadline for each assignment is listed 
on the course schedule.  These will cover fundamental concepts in Geography and may ask you to 
respond to sets of discussion questions using appropriate examples. 

 
Unannounced Quizzes/Homework: 

 These will come at random times during the semester.  They shouldn’t take too long. 
 

**  Projects and assignments turned in late will drop one letter grade for each day past the due date, and ½ letter  
      grade if turned in on the due date but later than class (i.e. after 11:00am). 
 
Grades 
Grades are assigned on the following scale: 89.5-100=A; 79.5-89.4=B; 69.5-79.4=C; 59.5-69.4=D; 0-59.4=F. 
 

Midterm:         25% 
Final:      25% 
Quizzes:        (5% each) 10% 
Map Project:     10% 
Writing Assignments:          (5% each) 10% 
Unannounced quizzes/homework  10% 
Attendance:           10%       
             Total*:     100% 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                            

* The Department of Geography does not allow extra credit assignments (work not specified on a course 
syllabus). 



Absences, Religious Holidays, and Missing Exams 
If a student must be absent from an exam to attend a religious holiday, family obligation, or etc., it is the 
student’s responsibility to contact the instructor at least 2 weeks in advance of the exam date.  If you miss an 
exam without giving me a 2 week notification, you will take a zero for the exam.  If a situation arises at any 
time in those 2 weeks where you know you’ll be absent on the day of the exam, it is your responsibility to 
notify me as soon as possible before the exam is given.  If valid, you will be required to bring a signed note 
from a physician or other authority that explains why you were incapable of taking the exam on that date. 
 
Accommodations 
The Department of Geography, in cooperation with the Office of Disability Accommodation, complies with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act in making reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities.   
During the first week of class, students needing academic accommodations should: 
 

1. Register with and provide documentation to the Office of Disability Accommodation at the University 
Union Bldg. Suite 321, (940) 565-4323.  

2. Bring a letter from Disability Resources to the instructor indicating your need for academic 
accommodations. This should be done before the 12th class day. 

 
 
Academic Dishonesty and Integrity 
Students are expected to uphold the University of North Texas Code of Student Conduct.  It is dishonest and a 
violation of student academic integrity to: 
 

1) PLAGIARIZE, 2) CHEAT ON AN EXAMINATION, 3) COPY OR COLLABORATE ON 
ASSIGNMENTS WITHOUT PERMISSION, 4) FABRICATE OR FALSIFY DATA OR RECORDS, and 4) 
ENGAGE IN OTHER FORMS OF DECEIT OR DISHONESTY 

 
Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam.  Additionally, 
the incident will be reported to the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities for further penalty.  According 
to the UNT catalog, the term "cheating" includes, but is not limited to: (a) use of any unauthorized assistance in 
taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; (b) dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the 
instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; (c) the 
acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of 
the university; (d) dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different 
class without express permission from the instructor(s); or (e) any other act designed to give a student an unfair 
advantage.  Altering a returned test and claiming a grader or scanning machine made an error is also considered 
cheating.  The term "plagiarism" includes, but is not limited to: (a) the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase 
or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear 
acknowledgment; and (b) the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another 
person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials. 
 
Acceptable Student Behavior: 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to 
learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students 
engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the 
student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated 
the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional 
forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. Again, The Code 
of Student Conduct can be found at www.unt.edu/csrr 



Tentative Course Syllabus 

 T 1/18 Introduction 

 Th 1/20  Maps and Map Language [REVIEW MAPPING PROJECT] 
 

What is Culture? 

 T 1/25   Culture 

 Th 1/27  Regions and Religion 
 

How are Nature and Culture Related? 

 T 2/1   Population and Malthus 

 Th 2/3   Human-Environment Theories [MAP PROJECTS DUE] 

 T 2/8   Pristine Myth and Colonialism  [QUIZ] 
 

Agriculture and Food Production 

 Th 2/10 Agriculture Origins 

 T 2/15  Traditional Agriculture 

 Th 2/17 Smallholder to Industrial Agriculture 

 T 2/22  Modern Agriculture 

 Th 2/24 Nitrogen and Population 

 T 3/1  From Green Revolution to GMOs 

 Th 3/3  Industrial and De-Agriculturalization [REVIEW ASSIGNMENT ONE] 

 T 3/8  Alternative Agriculture 

 Th 3/10 MID-TERM EXAM 

 T 3/15  NO CLASS Spring Break 

 Th 3/17 NO CLASS Spring Break 
 

Urbanization and Urbanism 

T 3/22  Mutual Causality and Geography of Cities  

 Th 3/24 Modern American City [ASSIGNMENT ONE DUE] 

 T 3/29  Taken for a Ride 

 Th 3/31  Smart Growth  

 T 4/5  Tropical Cities and Urban Footprint [QUIZ]  
 

Development  

Th 4/7  Globalization and Economic Development [REVIEW ASSIGNMENT TWO] 

 T 4/12  NO CLASS – Association of American Geographers Conference 

 Th 4/14 NO CLASS – Association of American Geographers Conference 

T 4/19  The Take  

Th 4/21 Case Studies: European Union and Antarctica [ASSIGNMENT TWO DUE] 

   Read: Euro and EU Crisis, Krugman NYTimes 2011 



T 4/26  Migration and Refugees 

 

Human-Environment Interactions  

Th 4/28 Environmental Perspectives:  

T 3/3  Barnett Shale 

Th 3/5  Climate Change and Texas 

  

 TBD:   FINAL EXAM 

 


