
LATIN AMERICA: GEOGRAPHY AND GLOBALIZATION  
GEOG 4980; SPRING 2011 

MW 11-12:20pm; ESSAT 360 
 
Instructor: 
Dr. Matthew Fry  
Office: ESSAT 210F 
Phone: (940) 369-7576 
Email: mfry@unt.edu 
Office hours: Tues/Thurs 11:00-12:30pm, or by appointment 
  
Overview: 
The rate and scale of human transformations of nature have increased overtime.  Today, these transformations 
outpace our ability to understand their causes and effects.  However, it is clear that human demands for food, energy, 
and resources are the biggest drivers of human induced environmental change.  This course focuses on the 
commodification of natural ‘resources’ and, in particular, key Latin American resources. 

In a broad sense, we will be examining the very nature of what constitutes a resource - moving between the 
biophysical entity and the culturally endowed commodity.  Commodities we consume on a daily basis (e.g. coffee, 
sugar, coca cola) not only link us to peoples and environments in distant regions, but embody geography, history, 
environment, economics, culture, and development.  By focusing on Latin American commodities, this class also 
provides a general introduction to the environments and people of Latin America.  

The principle course objectives are for students to: 
1. Gain an understanding of the geography of Latin America.   
2. Become knowledgeable about geographical components of important commodities.   
3. Analyze contemporary interactions between temperate (‘developed’) and tropical (‘developing’) regions in 

Latin America through geographical, cultural, historical, and ecological lenses. 
4. Be able to evaluate the links between cultures and environments as they relate to resources and 

commodification.   
 
 

Readings: 

 All readings are available on Blackboard. 
 Some books of interest and/or used in this class include: Cronon (1983, 2003) Changes in the Land; Miller 

(2007) An Environmental History of Latin America; Mintz (1985) Sweetness and Power; Mann (2006) 1491; 
Topik et al. (2006) From Silver to Cocaine; Halverson (2010) An Entirely Synthetic Fish; Bulmer-Thomas 
(1995, 2003) The Economic History of Latin America since Independence. 

 
Course Expectations: 
 
Attendance and Class Participation: 

 Students are expected to attend class and participate by asking questions and providing comments/insight on 
topics.  Remember the Chinese proverb:  "One who asks a question is a fool for five minutes; one who does 
not ask a question remains a fool forever." 

 Attendance will be taken on a random basis. Excused attendance requires documentation.  
 After missing (excused or unexcused) 5 class periods a student will receive a WF (F if after the WF deadline) 

for the course.  
 
Classroom Courtesy 

 Please respect me and your fellow classmates, be sure to: 
o Come to class on time and avoid leaving class early; 
o Turn all cell phones off before class begins; 
o Use computers only for tasks directly related to class such as taking notes; 
o Refrain from whispering or chatting with neighbors.   

 



Laptop Policy 
 Students wishing to use laptops are required to sit in the last two rows of the lecture hall.  Only tabs directly 

related to the lecture (specifically the relevant power point lecture and one word document) should be open 
during class.  Failure to follow these rules will result in the forfeiture of the right to use a laptop during class. 

 
Readings:  

 Reading assignments should be completed prior to their assigned class period.  You are strongly advised to 
not fall behind on the readings.  My lectures assume you have done the readings. If you have not done the 
readings, you will not always understand the lectures or the discussions.  

 
Exams: 

 Three essay exams (February 23rd and March 30th to be exact).  The first exams are not explicitly 
cumulative, but the final may be (we’ll review the final format near the end of the semester).  The exams will 
consist of 4-5 questions; answers will range from 250 to 500 words.  Question type will vary but answers 
require you to synthesis lecture, reading, and discussion material.   

 
Projects: 

 Mapping Project: 
o A detailed guideline for the mapping project will be provided to students on February 2nd, final maps aren’t 

due until March 9th.  Essentially, your map(s) will convey spatial and relational information about a Latin 
American commodity of your choice.  Though helpful, no experience using ArcGIS is necessary; maps can 
be created in Powerpoint or similar programs.  Hand drawn and scanned maps are also acceptable. 

o Projects turned in late will drop one letter grade for each day past the due date, and ½ letter grade if 
turned in on the due date but later than class (i.e. after 12:20pm). 

 Book Review: 
o Students will review a book of their choice.  Authors appearing on this syllabus could serve as one source of 

books that may appeal to you.  As well, books on the history of commodities such as salt, cod, chocolate, 
bananas, etc., have been written in recent years.  Some authors that also might be appealing include: Mark 
Kurlansky, Greg Grandin, or Joe Jackson.  I recommend that you choose a book that is of interest to you 
and/or a book that is also relevant to your academic area or international region of interest. 

o Book titles must be approved by me – yes, you have to come to my office hours – before March 9th (i.e. 
Spring Break). The final review will be due on May 2nd. 

o Reviews should be between 1,000 and 2,000 words; 1.5 line spacing with 1-inch margins and 11pt Times 
New Roman or similar font (so more than 2 and less than 5 pages in length).  Please print on both sides of the 
paper. 

o A guideline will be posted on Blackboard later in the semester; as well, some of the readings for the semester 
are book reviews that you can use to think about formatting and structuring. 

o Also, on May 2nd each student will give a 5-8 minute presentation on their book. 
 
 
 
Grades 
Grades are assigned on the following scale: 89.5-100=A; 79.5-89.4=B; 69.5-79.4=C; 59.5-69.4=D; 0-59.4=F. 
 

Exams   (20% each; total = 60%)  
Mapping Project        (15%) 
Book Review          (15%) 
Participation        (10%) 
        Total = 100% 
 
 
 
 

Absences, Religious Holidays, and Missing Exams 



If a student must be absent from an exam to attend a religious holiday, family obligation, or etc., it is the student’s 
responsibility to contact the instructor at least 2 weeks in advance of the exam date.  If you miss an exam without 
giving me a 2 week notification, you will take a zero for the exam.  If a situation arises at any time in those 2 weeks 
where you know you’ll be absent on the day of the exam, it is your responsibility to notify me as soon as possible 
before the exam is given.  If valid, you will be required to bring a signed note from a physician or other authority 
that explains why you were incapable of taking the exam on that date. 
 
 
Accommodations 
The Department of Geography, in cooperation with the Office of Disability Accommodation, complies with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act in making reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities.   
During the first week of class, students needing academic accommodations should: 
 

1. Register with and provide documentation to the Office of Disability Accommodation at the University Union 
Bldg. Suite 321, (940) 565-4323.  

2. Bring a letter from Disability Resources to the instructor indicating your need for academic accommodations. 
This should be done before the 12th class day. 

 
 
 
Academic Dishonesty and Integrity 
Students are expected to uphold the University of North Texas Code of Student Conduct.  It is dishonest and a 
violation of student academic integrity to: 
 

1) PLAGIARIZE, 2) CHEAT ON AN EXAMINATION, 3) COPY OR COLLABORATE ON 
ASSIGNMENTS WITHOUT PERMISSION, 4) FABRICATE OR FALSIFY DATA OR RECORDS, 
and 4) ENGAGE IN OTHER FORMS OF DECEIT OR DISHONESTY 

 
Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam.  Additionally, the 
incident will be reported to the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities for further penalty.  According to the 
UNT catalog, the term "cheating" includes, but is not limited to: (a) use of any unauthorized assistance in taking 
quizzes, tests, or examinations; (b) dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in 
writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; (c) the acquisition, without 
permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university; (d) dual 
submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission 
from the instructor(s); or (e) any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage.  Altering a returned test 
and claiming a grader or scanning machine made an error is also considered cheating.  The term "plagiarism" 
includes, but is not limited to: (a) the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or 
unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; and (b) the knowing or negligent 
unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or 
other academic materials. 
 
Acceptable Student Behavior: 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is 
unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in 
unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center 
for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student 
Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and 
electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. Again, The Code of Student Conduct can be found at 
www.unt.edu/csrr 



Tentative Course Syllabus 
 W 1/19  Overview/Introduction 
 

Conquest and Natural Resources 

 M 1/24  The Pristine Myth 
 
 W 1/26  Native vs. Iberian Land Use 
 

Exports and Primary Production  

 M 1/31 Silver: Early Silver Mining in the Americas  
 
 W 2/2  Silver: the Origin of World Trade [REVIEW MAPPING PROJECT] 
    
 M 2/7  Sugar: Food and Production  
 
 W 2/9  Sugar: Consumption and Power 
 
 M 2/14 Coffee: Historical Antecedents 
 
 W 2/16 Fair Trade Coffee  
 
 M 2/21 Coffee and Conservation  
 
 W 2/23 Exam I  
 
 

Contemporary Lifestyle Commodities:  

 M 2/28 Cocaine: Global Commodity 
 
 W 3/2 Coca and Cocaine Consumption 
 
 M 3/7  Tourism, Tourists, and Destinations  
 
 W 3/9 Tourist Futopias  
 
 M 3/14 SPRING BREAK 
 W 3/16 SPRING BREAK 
 
 M 3/21 Politics: “Our Brand is Crisis”  
 
 W 3/23 Ecotourism 
 
 M 3/28 Parks and Conservation 
 
 W 3/30 Exam II 
 

Marketing the Environment:  

 M 4/4 Environmental Services  
 
 W 4/6 Environmental Services II  

 

 M 4/11 NO CLASS – Association of American Geographers Conference 



 W 4/13 NO CLASS – Association of American Geographers Conference 

 M 4/18 Deforestation and REDD 
 
 W 4/20 REDD Reality? 

            

Boom Bust Landscape:  

 M 4/25 Boom/Bust Economies 
 
 W 4/27 Boom/Bust Commodities [Maps Due] 
 
 M 5/2 Book reports (Book Review Due) 
 
 W 5/4 Persistent Introduced Commodities 
 
 May 7-13 Final Exam 
 
 


