
CULTURE, ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY 
GEOG 2170; SPRING 2015 

MW 3:30-4:50pm; Sage Hall 176 
  
Instructor:              Teaching Assistant: 
Dr. Matthew Fry              Julie Parker 
Office: ENV 210F              Office: ENV 331 
Phone: (940) 369-7576             Email: JulieParker2@my.unt.edu  
Email: mfry@unt.edu             Office hours: M 2:15-3:15; T 10:15-12:15 
Office hours: MW 12:30-1:30pm and 5-6pm    
 
 
 

"If you don't know where you are, you don't know who you are."  
     —Wendell Berry 

Geography is the analysis of the why of the where, i.e., how things got to be where they are and why they are the way 
they are.  These questions lead us away from simply memorizing place names or types of landforms to conducting in-
depth inquiry into the processes behind the patterns that are present on the landscape. 

These processes are fundamentally cultural (i.e., their roots reach down into religion, language, politics, economics, and 
built environments, among other things) and reflect human demands for food, energy, and resources. The patterns we see 
on the landscape are also outcomes of the opportunities and constraints imposed by the natural environment.  

This course analyzes the interrelationships among cultures, the environment, and society by asking: 

1. What is culture? 
2. How do culture and the environment interact? 
3. How does this interaction affect who we are? 

 
Books and Readings 

Required:  
1) Jordan-Bychkov, T., et al. (2012, 2014) Fundamentals of the Human Mosaic: A Thematic 

Introduction to Cultural Geography. New York: W.H. Freeman and Company. 
NOTE: the 8th edition of an earlier version of this book (The Human Mosaic: A Thematic Introduction to 
Cultural Geography by Terry G. Jordan-Buychkov and Mona Domosh) can be found on-line for 
approximately $2. 

2) Pollan, M. (2006) The Omnivore’s Dilemma. London: Penguin Books. 

 Several readings will be available on Blackboard or via on-line links. 

 Geography majors are also encouraged to purchase The Dictionary of Human Geography by Johnston, 
Gregory, Pratt, and Watts; also available at Willis Library. 
 

Course Expectations 
Attendance and Class Participation: 

 Students are expected to attend class and participate by asking questions and providing 
comments/insight on topics. 

 Attendance will be taken on a random basis. Excused attendance requires documentation.   
 
Readings and Videos:  

 Reading and documentary assignments will be completed prior to their assigned class period.  Don’t fall 
behind; my lectures assume you’ve done the readings and/or watched the video. Most pop quizzes will 
pertain to these.  

 
 
 



Laptop/Touch Screen Policy: 
 Students wishing to use laptops or electronic touch screen devices during class must visit me during 

office hours and complete a ‘Laptop/Touch Screen Agreement Form’.  Essentially, you’ll agree to use 
said device exclusively for taking notes.  Failure to complete the form and/or abuse of the signed 
agreement will result in forfeiture of the right to use your machine during class. 

 
Classroom Courtesy: 
 Please follow these guidelines to avoid disrupting the class: 

o Turn off cell phone ringers  
o Avoid arriving late or leaving early  
o Do not sleep or eat during class 
o Do not work on other assignments during class 
o Do not talk when the instructor is lecturing, unless prompted for feedback by the 

instructor 
 
Exams: 

 Each worth 20% of your final grade.  Questions will be drawn from readings and class lectures (lecture 
power point presentations will be posted on Blackboard in .pdf format) and are primarily multiple-
choice.  The final exam is not cumulative. 

 
Projects: 

 Each worth 10% of your final grade.   
 In the Map Project, you will construct two thematic maps.  A detailed guideline will be provided to 

students on 1/22, final maps are due 1/29. 
 Guidelines for the Agriculture/Food Project will be provided 3/5. The due date is 3/24. 
 The Light Rail Project will require you to venture beyond the confines of the University and explore the 

regional/local geography.  Detailed guidelines will be provided on 4/7. The due date is 4/16. 
Note: projects turned in late will drop one letter grade if turned in on the due date but later than class (i.e. after 
3:20pm) and drop another grade for each day past the due date. 

 
Unannounced Quizzes: 

 Five percent of final grade.  Pop-quizzes on homework assignments (including videos and readings) as 
well as lecture material from the previous class.  Formats may vary. 

 
 
Grades 
Grades are assigned on the following scale: 89.5-100=A; 79.5-89.4=B; 69.5-79.4=C; 59.5-69.4=D; 0-59.4=F. 
 
 

Exams:          (20% each) 60% 
Map Project:     10% 
Agriculture/Food Project:       10% 
Light Rail Project:            10% 
Unannounced Quizzes:     5%  
Attendance:             5%       
             Total*:    100% 
 

                                                            

* The Department of Geography does not allow extra credit assignments (work not specified on a course 
syllabus). 


