
LATIN AMERICA: GEOGRAPHY AND GLOBALIZATION 
GEOG 3770; SPRING 2015 

MW 11:00-12:20pm; Sage Hall 345 
 
Instructor: 
Dr. Matthew Fry           
Office: ENV 210F           
Phone: (940) 369-7576          
Email: mfry@unt.edu          
Office hours: MW 12:30-1:30pm and 5-6pm; and by appointment    
 

In these lands we are not experiencing the primitive infancy of capitalism but its vicious senility.  Underdevelopment isn’t a 
stage of development, but its consequence.  Latin America’s underdevelopment arises from external development, and 
continues to feed it. -- Eduardo Galeano  
Culture and economy are intimately intertwined and relations of cultural colonialism are no more easily shrugged off than 
the economic entanglements that continue to structure a deeply asymmetrical world economy. -- Nicholas Thoma 

 
Overview: 
The rate and scale of human transformations of the environment have increased overtime. Today, these transformations 
outpace our ability to understand their causes and effects.  However, it is clear that human demands for food, energy, and 
resources are the biggest drivers of human induced environmental change.  This course focuses on the commodification of 
natural resources, in particular key Latin American resources, and how the commodities we consume on a daily basis (e.g. 
coffee, sugar, coca cola) not only link us to peoples and environments in distant regions, but embody geography, history, 
environment, economics, culture, and development. 

The principle course objectives are for students to: 
1. Identify the basic biophysical (environmental) characteristics of Mexico and Central and South America, 

along with an examination of the Americas in 1492.   
2. Use geographical, cultural, historical, and ecological lenses to analyze resource production and their 

relationship to consumption patterns in other parts of the world. 
3. Learn about interpreting maps, graphs, and pictorial images of landscapes.  Analyzing these will introduce 

you to new ways of thinking about the world and provide insight on particular Latin America themes, regions, 
and places. 

Readings: 
 Joe Kane (1996) Savages is available at the bookstore. 
 All other readings are available on Blackboard. 
 Reading assignments should be completed prior to their assigned class period.  You are strongly advised to not 

fall behind on the readings.  My lectures assume you have done the readings. If you have not done the readings, 
you will not always understand the lectures or the discussions.  

 
Course Expectations: 
Attendance and Class Participation: 

 Students are expected to attend class and participate by asking questions and providing comments/insight on 
topics (‘one who asks a question is a fool for five minutes; one who does not ask a question remains a fool 
forever’). 

 Attendance will be taken on a random basis. Excused attendance requires documentation.  
 After missing (excused or unexcused) 5 class periods a student will receive a WF (F if after the WF deadline) for 

the course.  
 
Classroom Courtesy 

 Please respect me and your fellow classmates, be sure to: 
o Come to class on time and avoid leaving class early; 
o Turn all cell phones off before class begins; 
o Refrain from talking with neighbors when others are speaking.   

 
Laptop/Touch Screen Policy: 

 Students wishing to use laptops or electronic touch screen devices during class must visit me during office hours 
and complete a ‘Laptop/Touch Screen Agreement Form’.  Essentially, you’ll agree to use said device exclusively 
for taking notes.  Failure to complete the form and/or abuse of the signed agreement will result in forfeiture of the 
right to use your machine during class. 



Assessments, Grading, and Class Format: 
 
Map Quiz (10%): 

 On February 11th, you will take a short map quiz that tests your knowledge of key locations in Latin America. A 
study guide is posted on Blackboard. The idea is to force you to memorize important places on a blank outline 
maps of Latin America, examples of which are available on blackboard. 

 
Research Topic: 

Journal and folder on a Developing Issue in Latin America (15%): 
 Over the course of the semester you will make weekly entries into a journal that tracks developments of a 

particular issue occurring in Latin America today. You will collect news, academic, magazine, etc articles with 
information about your topic. We will discuss possible topics (January 26th) but you should have an idea of 
something when you come to that class. You are free to develop your own journal style, or voice, but I want you 
to demonstrate that you’ve read, thought about, and synthesized information on your topic.  I also want to see if 
you can incorporate ideas from class into your understanding of the issue/topic. Beginning February 2nd, each 
week you will place a 1-2 page, single-spaced document in the appropriate Blackboard folder by Monday at 
11am. There are no journal entries required for the week of spring break and after April 27th.  

 
Map Project (15%): 
 In March, we will discuss maps and how to make thematic maps. Your assignment will be to make a map that 

conveys spatial and relational information about the developing issue you are following in your journal. Though 
helpful, no experience using ArcGIS is necessary; maps can be created in Powerpoint or similar programs.  Some of 
you may even choose to hand draw and scan your maps. A detailed guideline for the mapping project will be provided 
to students on February 25th, final maps aren’t due until March 30th.   

 
News Summary of Journal and Map topic (10%): 
 Before the last week of class, you will compile your journal information and write a 1-4 page ‘news’ article on your 

topic, which will also incorporate your map.  During the last week of class, we will read each other’s articles and 
discuss your maps in class. More information will be passed out in early April, and the articles will be due April 27th. 

 
Savages Review Paper (10%): 

 Before we discuss this required book in class, you will turn in a three-page paper that critically discusses its content.  I 
don’t want you to summarize the story but to analyze it.  Assume that I have read the book and simply discuss and 
evaluate the multiple social and environmental conflicts it presents.  Your paper should be well-written, reflect your 
ideas, have a descriptive title, be double-spaced, have 1-inch margins and be written in 12 pt. Times-Roman font. 
Papers are due in class on April 13th. 

 
Midterm Exam (15%): 

 The midterm exam (March 9th) will cover readings, lectures, and PowerPoint materials. The exam format will be 
short answer questions.    

 
Final Exam (20%): 

 The final exam (May 11th) will follow a similar format as the midterm but will have two parts.  The first part 
(approximately 70%) will be like a second mid-term (material since the last exam). The second part will test your 
comprehension of the larger ideas of the course and your ability to draw from multiple course sections to answer 
open-ended questions.  The second part format will be take-home, word-limit essays.  

 
Note: Projects turned in late will drop one letter grade for each day past the due date, and ½ letter grade if turned in on the 
due date but later than class (i.e. after 12:20pm). 
 
Grades 
Grades are assigned on the following scale: 89.5-100=A; 79.5-89.4=B; 69.5-79.4=C; 59.5-69.4=D; 0-59.4=F. 
 

Map Quiz      10%  
Journal     15% 
Map Project    15% 
News Summary    10% 
Savages Review Paper   10% 
Midterm Exam    15% 
Final Exam    20% 
Participation          5% 
              Total = 100% 


