
GEOGRAPHY OF MEXICO  
Fall 2014; MW 2-3:20pm  

Th 120 
Instructor: 
Dr. Matthew Fry  
Office: ENV 210F  
Phone: (940) 369-7576 
Email: mfry@unt.edu 
Office hours: M 3:30-5pm; W 3:30-4:30pm, or by appointment  
 
 
Mexico is a geographically dynamic, culturally diverse, and economically powerful nation with a long history of human-
environment interactions.  In this course, we will practice the geographic art of seeing how land and life have come to 
differ from one part of the earth to another using a regional perspective to analyze the cultures, politics, history, and 
environments of Mexico.   
  
Readings: 

1. Many are posted on Blackboard. 
2. Out of Their Minds: The Incredible and (Sometimes) Sad Story of Ramón and Cornelio (2013), by Luis Humberto 

Crosthwaite Translated by John Byrd, Cinco Puntos Press, ISBN-10: 193595556X 
3. The Mexico Reader: History, Culture, Politics (2003), Gilbert M. Joseph (Editor), Timothy J. Henderson (Editor), 

Duke University Press Books, ISBN-10: 0822330423 
4. El Narco: Inside Mexico's Criminal Insurgency (2012), by Ioan Grillo, Bloomsbury Press, ISBN-10: 

9781608194018 
5. Research on Mexico by Latin Americanist Geographers: http://clagscholar.org/community/research/mexico/  

 
 
Course Expectations: 
Attendance and Class Participation: 

• Students are expected to attend class and participate by asking questions and providing comments/insight on 
topics (‘one who asks a question is a fool for five minutes; one who does not ask a question remains a fool 
forever’). 

• Attendance will be taken on a random basis. Excused attendance requires documentation.  
• After missing (excused or unexcused) 5 class periods a student will receive a WF (F if after the WF deadline) for 

the course.   
Classroom Courtesy 

• Please respect me and your fellow classmates, be sure to: 
o Come to class on time and avoid leaving early; 
o Turn all cell phones off before class begins; 
o Refrain from talking with neighbors when others are speaking.   

 
Laptop/Touch Screen Policy: 

• Students wishing to use laptops or electronic touch screen devices during class must visit me during office hours 
and complete a ‘Laptop/Touch Screen Agreement Form’.  Essentially, you’ll agree to use said device exclusively 
for taking notes.  Failure to complete the form and/or abuse of the signed agreement will result in forfeiture of the 
right to use your machine during class. 

  
Grading: 
Grades are assigned on the following scale: 89.5-100=A; 79.5-89.4=B; 69.5-79.4=C; 59.5-69.4=D; 0-59.4=F. 
 

In-class report            5% 
Exams:            (12% each) 36% 
Quizzes:      (6% each) 18% 
Field Research Projects:   (10% each) 20% 
Book Reviews     (8% each) 16% 
Participation:                  5%       
           Total:     100% 

http://www.utexas.edu/courses/wd/
http://clagscholar.org/community/research/mexico/


Student Assessments: 
 
In-class report on ‘place’ (choose one):  

• Movie review: discuss the main theme and focus on how different notions of ‘place’ are portrayed in a Mexican 
movie (5-10 min).  All movies need to be made by Mexican directors, take place in Mexico, and/or be in Spanish. 

• Presentation on a place: do background research on a place of interest in Mexico and pay attention to different 
notions of ‘place’ in your presentation (5-10 min). 

• Be sure and sign up for a class to present. 
 

Exams (3): 
• Three take-home, word-limit, short essay exams will be passed out at the end of a Monday class and turned in by 

the following Wednesday (10/1, 11/5, and 12/8).  The first exams are not explicitly cumulative, but the final may 
be.  The exams will consist of 2-5 questions; answers will range from 250 to 400 words.  Question type will vary 
but answers require you to synthesize lecture, reading, and discussion materials.   

 
Quizzes (3): 

• Students will be responsible for identifying/labeling 31 states and capitols (quiz one, 9/8), major landforms, 
mountains, and volcanoes (quiz two, 9/15), and primary rivers (quiz three, 9/22).  A .pdf (States, Rivers, 
Volcanoes, Etc.pdf) with lists and maps will be available on Blackboard. 

• While ‘memorizing’ place names can be tedious, it is important for you to have a basic understanding of the 
location of things (i.e. in Spanish the verb ubicarse) in order to get the most out of this class. 

 
 
Field Research (2): guidelines will be passes out on 9/29 

1) Preliminary research itinerary (due 10/8): conducting research or doing business abroad always entails some 
exploration to determine logistics, feasibility, and to make contacts.  This project is meant to help you organize 
this type of exploratory trip.  You will write and map out a detailed itinerary for a 5-day trip to Mexico, including 
your ideas of an objective (as a way to guide your activities). 

2) Authentic food quest (due 10/27):  visit and write a report on one ‘Mexican’ restaurant in town, which will 
include ordering and writing about a ‘native’ dish as well as at least one interview with a Mexican owner and/or 
an employee about their ‘home’.  We will comprise a list of restaurants and an informal questionnaire (e.g. what 
is your favorite thing about Mexico?) during the semester. 

 
Book Reviews (2): guidelines will be passes out on 11/3 

• We will read and discuss El Narco and Out of Their Minds.  Our discussions will focus on asking complex questions 
and will also provide information that will be useful for your book review.  Specifics on the context of the book 
review will be discussed later, but reviews should be between 800 and 1,200 words; 1.5 line spacing with 1-inch 
margins and 11pt Times New Roman or similar font (so about two pages in length); and printed on both sides of the 
paper.  
  

Note: Projects turned in late will drop one letter grade for each day past the due date, and ½ letter grade if turned in on the 
due date but later than class (i.e. after 3:30pm). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.a2zcomputerworks.com/maps/mxs.html


 
Accommodations 

“The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students 
seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If 
a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a 
private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, 
ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in 
implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with 
each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability 
Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.” 
  
 This statement and other ODA information is available on the ODA website http://www.unt.edu/oda 

 
Absences, Religious Holidays, and Missing Exams 
If a student must be absent from an exam or your presentation to attend a religious holiday, family obligation, or etc., it is 
the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor at least 2 weeks in advance of the exam date.  If you miss an exam or 
your presentation without giving me a 2 week notification, you will take a zero.  If a situation arises at any time in those 2 
weeks where you know you’ll be absent on the day of the exam, it is your responsibility to notify me as soon as possible 
before the exam is given.  If valid, you will be required to bring a signed note from a physician or other authority that 
explains why you were incapable of taking the exam on that date. 
 
Academic Dishonesty and Integrity 
Students are expected to uphold the University of North Texas Code of Student Conduct.  It is dishonest and a violation of 
student academic integrity to: 
 

1) PLAGIARIZE, 2) CHEAT ON AN EXAMINATION, 3) COPY OR COLLABORATE ON 
ASSIGNMENTS WITHOUT PERMISSION, 4) FABRICATE OR FALSIFY DATA OR RECORDS, and 4) 
ENGAGE IN OTHER FORMS OF DECEIT OR DISHONESTY 

 
Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam.  Additionally, the 
incident will be reported to the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities for further penalty.  According to the UNT 
catalog, the term "cheating" includes, but is not limited to: (a) use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, 
or examinations; (b) dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, 
preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; (c) the acquisition, without permission, of tests or 
other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university; (d) dual submission of a paper or project, 
or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructor(s); or (e) any other 
act designed to give a student an unfair advantage.  Altering a returned test and claiming a grader or scanning machine 
made an error is also considered cheating.  The term "plagiarism" includes, but is not limited to: (a) the knowing or 
negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and 
clear acknowledgment; and (b) the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or 
agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials. 

 
Acceptable Student Behavior: 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is 
unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in 
unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center for 
Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The 
university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic 
classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. Again, The Code of Student Conduct can be found at 
www.unt.edu/csrr 

http://www.unt.edu/oda
http://www.unt.edu/oda
http://www.unt.edu/csrr/student_conduct/index.html
http://www.unt.edu/csrr


Tentative Course Schedule 

M 8/25 Introduction: Landscapes, Regions, and Place 

   
W 8/27 Mesa Central: Volcanoes and Basins  

  Read: Tepetate in the Valley of Mexico, Williams 1972 
          ‘Earthquakes and volcanoes,’ in Geo-Mexico, Rhoda and Burton 2010 

 
M 9/1 NO CLASS 
 
W 9/3 The Necessity of Building 

Read: Mexico’s Concrete Block Landscape, Fry 2008, 7(2) (on-line link) 

  
M 9/8 Mesa Central: Ancient Accomplishments (States and Capitols Quiz) 

  Read: ‘Introduction’ Offen and Dym, 2011 (in Mapping Latin America) 
           ‘Indigenous Civilization,’ Mundy 2011 (in Mapping Latin America) 
           A Game of Life and Death-The Maya Ball Game_Colas and Voss 2006 
           The Mexico Reader (The Cost of Courage in Aztec Society, p 61-78) 

 
W 9/10 The Personality of Mexico 

  Read: The Mexico Reader (Introduction p.9-10, The Sons of La Malinche p.20-27, El Santo’s Strange  
           Career p.570-578) 

 
M 9/15 Colonial Architecture (Landforms quiz) 

  Read: Expanding the European Landscape: Aqueducts and Spanish Usurpation of México Doolittle 2010 
             ‘Hybrid Space’ and ‘Litigating Land,’ Mundy 2011 (in Mapping Latin America) 

           The Mexico Reader (The Spaniards’ Entry into Tenochtitlan p.97-104, The Spiritual Conquest  
           p.114-121) 

 
W 9/17 Plantations and Haciendas  

  Read: Spanish Colonization and Indian Property in Central Mexico 1521-1620, Prem 1992 
             The Mexico Reader (The Colonial Latifundio p.131-140)  

 
M 9/22 Gulf Coast: Hydrology and Altitudinal Zonation (Rivers quiz) 

  Read: Discharge, Sediment, and Channel Characteristics of the Rio Panuco_Hudson 2000 
  Skim through: Origins of Colonial Transportation in Mexico_Rees 1975 
 
W 9/24 Mesa del Norte, Mining, and Settlements 

  Read: Early Silver Mining in New Spain, West 1994 
  Skim through: Unequal partners, unequal exchange, Garibay et al. 10(2), 153-176 (on-line link) 
 
M 9/29 Southern Highlands: Coffee Landscapes and Oaxaca (pass out Exam I and Field Project Guidelines) 

  Read: Ways of Ancient Mexico Reviving Barren Lands, Malkin 2008 (and watch related video link) 
           More violence in Oaxaca protests 2006 

             Shade coffee update, Jha et al. 2014 
 
W 10/1 The Introduction of Ranching and Pastorialism to New Spain (guest lecturer, Julie Parker) (Exam I due) 

  Read: The Ecological Origins and Consequences of Cattle Ranching in 16th C New Spain Sluyter 1996 

 

 

http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_latin_american_geography/
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_latin_american_geography/
http://www.goldmanprize.org/2008/northamerica


M 10/6 Geography and Indigenous GIS (**Be sure and read everything! We will spend the entire class discussing and  
debating these readings!) 

  Read (in order): 1) A Digital Geography of Indigenous Mexico, Herlihy et al 2008 
  2) Force multipliers - Geography, militarism, and the Bowman Expeditions_Bryan 2010 
  3) Self-appointed gatekeepers attach the AGSs first Bowman Expedition_Herlihy 2010 
  4) A living space, the relationship bw land and property in the community_Cruz 2010 
  5) Ethics or militarism, The role of the AAG in what was originally a dispute over  
      informed consent_Agnew 2010 
  6) Discussion - Responses to the Bowman Expedition editorials_various 2011 

 
Visit: 1) https://www.amergeog.org/research-special-projects/bowman-expeditions/mexico-indigena-
bowman-expedition-to-mexico 2) http://ppel.arizona.edu/?p=214 
3) http://academic.evergreen.edu/g/grossmaz/bowman.html  

 
W 10/8 Southern Lowlands and Tropical Dry Forests (Preliminary Research Itinerary due) 

  Read: The 'wind rush': Green energy blows trouble into Mexico - CSMonitor 2012 
           Deforestation of seasonally dry tropical forest in Mexico_Trejo and Dirzo 2000 

 
M 10/13 Yucatan: Maya Geography 

  Read: Arising from the Bajos: The Evolution of a Neotropical Landscape and the Rise of the  
             Maya Dunning et al 2002 
                          
W 10/15 Yucatan: Karstic Lowlands and Tourism (Discuss Food Project Guidelines) 

  Read: A Coastal Ecosystem in NW Yucatan Wilson and Williams 
             Tourists as colonizers in Quintana Roo_Brown 2013 
 
M 10/20 Pulque, Mezcal, and Tequila  

  Read: Move Over Tequila, its Mescal’s Turn NYTimes 2011 
           Saving the Agave Nature 2005 

             Political Ecology of Agave Demographic Change in Sonora, Burwell 2007 
 
W 10/22 – NO CLASS -- SWAAG  

  Complete: Authentic ‘Mexican’ food quest in North Texas. 
 
M 10/27 Food Geography and Dia de los Muertos (Authentic Food Project due) 

  Read: The Mexico Reader (Gift of Skeletons p.292-293) 
           Day of the Dead, Halloween, and the Quest for Mexican Identity, Brandes 1998 
           Kitchenspace - Gendered territory in Central Mexico, Christie 2006 

 
W 10/29 The Mexican Revolution (From Villa, Zapata, and Land Reform to Murals and Modernization) 

  Read: The Mexico Reader (Revolution p333-334, The Restoration of the Ejido p.344-350, Zapatistas in  
           the Palace, Pancho Villa p.365-371, Art and Corruption p.492) 
           Lineages of the Mexican Revolution (1910–1940)_Craven 2014 

             El Narco 
 
M 11/3 Mexico, D.F. (pass out Exam II) 

Read:  The Mexico Reader (The Dark Deeds of “El Negro” Durazo p.512-519, The Sinking City p.520- 
            535, Cuidad Nazahualcoyotl p.536-544, The Student Movement of 1968 p. 555-569)   
             El Narco 

 
W 11/5 NAFTA and Neoliberalism (Exam II due and Pass out Book Review Guidelines) 

  Read: The Mexico Reader (EZLN Demands Dialogue at the Table p.638 only, The Long Journey from  
           Despair to Hope, p.646-654, Debtor’s Revenge p.670-683) 

             El Narco 

https://www.amergeog.org/research-special-projects/bowman-expeditions/mexico-indigena-bowman-expedition-to-mexico
https://www.amergeog.org/research-special-projects/bowman-expeditions/mexico-indigena-bowman-expedition-to-mexico
http://ppel.arizona.edu/?p=214
http://academic.evergreen.edu/g/grossmaz/bowman.html


M 11/10 Energy, Hydrocarbons, and PEMEX 

  Read: The Mexico Reader (Oil Expropriation p.452-455, Cardenas and the Masses p.456-459) 
          Eyes are on Mexico’s untapped potential_Dallas Morning News_July 14 2014 

            El Narco 

 

W 11/12 Narcotraficantes (Book Review I due) 

  Read: El Narco 

 

M 11/17 El Bajio and West: Culture and Agricultural Change 

  Read: Death and glory in the ring as children train to become superstar matadors, The Guardian 
             Describing Maize Landrace Persistence in the Bajio of Mexico, Chambers et al 2007 

 

W 11/19  Northwest: Sonora/Baja California 

  Read: The Mesquite Economy in the Mexican-American Borderlands. Taylor, M. 2008 7(1), 133-149.  
            (on-line link) 

 

M 11/24 Borderlands and Migration 

  Read: Beyond the Border, by Melissa del Bosque: Four Parts: Into the wilderness, “This is home”, “A  
           cemetery for our people”, The Chief Deputy.  Access on line at:  
          http://www.texasobserver.org/beyond-border/  
           Out of Their Minds 

 

W 11/26 Chulas fronteras and Del mero corazon 

  Read: Get Your Norteño out of My Conjunto, The Texas Observer 2011 
           Out of Their Minds 

 

M 12/1 Music as Geography (Book Review II due) 

Read: The Mexico Reader (Two Ranchera Songs p.53, Corazón del Rocanrol p.598-611, Two Songs            
           about Drug Smuggling p.747-749) 
           Out of Their Minds 
Visit: Ballet Folklorico de Mexico website and video 

 

W 12/3 Finding Texas Mexican 

  Read: Rediscovering Texas First Food_Theis 2014 
             The Return of Chicano Film Pioneer Efrain Gutierrez_del Bosque 2014 

 

M 12/8:  EXAM III (Th 120; 1:30-3:30pm)   

    

http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_latin_american_geography/
http://www.texasobserver.org/beyond-border/
http://www.balletamalia.com/

