
 
CULTURE, ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY 

GEOG 1170; FALL 2010 
Tues/Thurs 9:30-10:50am; Wooten Hall 322 

 
 
Instructor: 
Dr. Matthew Fry  
Office: 210F ENV 
Phone: (940) 369-7576 
Email: mfry@unt.edu 
Office hours: Tues/Thurs 11:00-12:30pm 
 
 
Overview: 
Geography is the analysis of “the why of the where”, i.e. how things got to be where they are and why they are 
the way they are.  These questions lead us away from simply memorizing place names to conducting in-depth 
inquiry about the processes behind the patterns. 

These processes are fundamentally cultural; their roots reach down into religion, language, political culture, 
and built environments, as these traits diffuse through space and form culture regions. They also reflect the 
inherent opportunities and constraints imposed by the natural environment. Therefore, two major foci of this 
course are the patterns and flows that shape the geographies of various aspects of culture, and human-
environment interactions.  

As part of the “discovery core” at the University of North Texas, the principle course objectives are for students 
to: 

1. Think critically and creatively, learning to apply different systems of analysis. 
2. Engage with a variety of others in thoughtful and well crafted communication. 
3. Be able to articulate the values that undergird their lives, the UNT community, and the larger society. 
4. Cultivate self-awareness, balance, and an openness to change. 

 

Books and Readings 

1. Knox, P.L. and Marston, S.A. 2010.  Places and Regions in a Global Context:  Human Geography.  
New Jersey: Pearson and Prentice Hall. 

2. Online Readings: Additional readings may be posted on Blackboard. 

 

Course Expectations 
Attendance and Class Participation: 

 Students are expected to attend class and participate by asking questions and providing 
comments/insight on topics. 

 
 Attendance will be taken on a random basis.  If you are not present on a particular day points will be 

deducted.  If you are late for class, it is your responsibility to check with the instructor to see if 
attendance was recorded that day.  Excused attendance requires documentation.   

 
 Questions or discussion outside of class? Please feel free to come to my office hours, I am happy to 

discuss any questions or concerns you may have. 
 
 
 



Classroom Courtesy 
 Please respect me and your fellow classmates, be sure to: 

o Come to class on time and avoid leaving class early; 
o Turn all cell phones off before class begins; 
o Use computers only for tasks directly related to class such as taking notes; 
o Refrain from whispering or chatting with neighbors.   

 
Laptop Policy 

 Students wishing to use laptops are required to sit in the last two rows of the lecture hall.  Only tabs 
directly related to the lecture (specifically the relevant power point lecture and one word document) may 
be open during class.  Failure to follow these rules will result in the forfeiture of the right to use a laptop 
during class. 
 

Readings:  
 Reading assignments will be completed prior to their assigned class period.  You are strongly advised to 

not fall behind on the readings.  My lectures assume you have done the readings. If you have not done 
the readings, you will not always understand the lectures.  
 

Exams: 
 Three exams comprise 75 percent of the final grade (25 percent each).  Exam questions will be drawn 

from readings and class lectures (lecture power point presentations will be posted on blackboard in .pdf 
format).  Approximately 95 percent of each exam will consist of multiple-choice questions.  The final 
five percent may consist of short answers, fill in the blanks, and/or essay questions.  The final exam is 
not cumulative. 

 
Mapping Project: 

 In this project you will construct two thematic maps. 
 

 A detailed guideline for the mapping project will be provided to students on September 2nd, final maps are 
due October 26th.   

 

 Projects turned in late will drop one letter grade for each day past the due date, and ½ letter grade if 
turned in on the due date but later than class (i.e. after 11:00am). 

 
 
Grades 
Grades are assigned on the following scale: 89.5-100=A; 79.5-89.4=B; 69.5-79.4=C; 59.5-69.4=D; 0-59.4=F. 
 
 

Exams:      25% each; total = 75%  
Mapping Project:                 15% 
Attendance:                      10% 
Extra-Credit*:                      0%  

         Total:           100% 
 
 
 

                                                            

* The Department of Geography does not allow extra credit assignments (work not specified on a course 
syllabus). 



 
Accommodations 
The Department of Geography, in cooperation with the Office of Disability Accommodation, complies with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act in making reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities.   
During the first week of class, students needing academic accommodations should: 
 

1. Register with and provide documentation to the Office of Disability Accommodation at the University 
Union Bldg. Suite 321, (940) 565-4323.  

2. Bring a letter from Disability Resources to the instructor indicating your need for academic 
accommodations. This should be done before the 12th class day. 

 
 
 
Academic Dishonesty and Integrity 
Students are expected to uphold the University of North Texas Code of Student Conduct.  It is dishonest and a 
violation of student academic integrity to: 
 

1) PLAGIARIZE, 2) CHEAT ON AN EXAMINATION, 3) COPY OR COLLABORATE ON 
ASSIGNMENTS WITHOUT PERMISSION, 4) FABRICATE OR FALSIFY DATA OR 
RECORDS, and 4) ENGAGE IN OTHER FORMS OF DECEIT OR DISHONESTY 

 
Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam.  Additionally, 
the incident will be reported to the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities for further penalty.  According 
to the UNT catalog, the term "cheating" includes, but is not limited to: (a) use of any unauthorized assistance in 
taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; (b) dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the 
instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; (c) the 
acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of 
the university; (d) dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different 
class without express permission from the instructor(s); or (e) any other act designed to give a student an unfair 
advantage.  Altering a returned test and claiming a grader or scanning machine made an error is also considered 
cheating.  The term "plagiarism" includes, but is not limited to: (a) the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase 
or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear 
acknowledgment; and (b) the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another 
person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials. 
 
 
 
Absences, Religious Holidays, and Missing Exams 
If a student must be absent from an exam to attend a religious holiday, family obligation, or etc., it is the 
student’s responsibility to contact the instructor at least 2 weeks in advance of the exam date.  If you miss an 
exam without giving me a 2 week notification, you will take a zero for the exam.  If a situation arises at any 
time in those 2 weeks where you know you’ll be absent on the day of the exam, it is your responsibility to 
notify me as soon as possible before the exam is given.  If valid, you will be required to bring a signed note 
from a physician or other authority that explains why you were incapable of taking the exam on that date. 



Tentative Course Syllabus 

What is Geography? 

Th 8/26 –Overview and Introduction 
    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 1-9 

T 8/31 – Key Geographical Concepts 
    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 21-37 

Th 9/2 – Maps and map language [REVIEW MAPPING PROJECT] 
    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 475-484 
 

Shifting Global Context  

T 9/7 – Foundations of the Modern World 
    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 9-21 

Th 9/9 – The Age of Globalization  
    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 52-79 
 

People on the Land 

T 9/14 – Population Distribution and Population theory 
    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 86-107, 118-123 

Th 9/16 – Migration and Refugees  
    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 107-118 
 

Agriculture and Food 

T 9/21 – Agricultural Origins, Diffusion, and Swidden Cultivation  
    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 297-305 

Th 9/23 – Traditional/Indigenous Agriculture and Landforms 
    Read: Mann, C. 2008. Earth Movers of the Amazon, Science 321. 

T 9/28 – Industrialization: Science and Capitalist Agriculture 
    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 305-315 

Th 9/30 – Deagriculturalization and Alternative Production Systems 
    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 315-335 

 
T 10/5 – EXAM I 

 

Human-Environment Interactions  

Th 10/7 – Nature and culture  
    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 128-139 

     Human Impacts on Past Environments 
   Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 139-148 
T 10/12 – Capitalism, modernism and the environment 

    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 148-162 
         Sustainable development or sustainable livelihoods 
    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 163-169 
 

Cultural Geography 

Th 10/14 – NO CLASS  
 
T 10/19 – Culture as a Geographic Concept 

    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 173-182 
      Cultural Systems 
    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 182-196 

 
 
 



Th 10/21 – Cultural Nationalism 
    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 197-203 
       Culture and Identity 
    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 203-211 
 

Territory and Space 

T 10/26 – Politics and Geography [MAPPING PROJECTS DUE] 
    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 339-352, 383 

 
Th 10/28– Case Studies: European Union and Antarctica 

    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 371-375 
 
T 11/2 – Case Studies: Palestine-Israel, Iraq, Afghanistan, Terrorism 

    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 364-371, 380-382 
 

Economic Development 

Th 11/4 – Geography of Economic Development 
    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 249-270  
            Regional Economic Growth and Decline 
    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 271-276 
 

T 11/9 – EXAM II  
 
Th 11/11 – Globalization and Economic Development  

    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 277-292 
 

Urbanization and Urbanism 

T 11/16 – Urban systems 
    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 389-407 
 Th 11/18 – World Cities and the Global Urban system  
    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 407-419 

T 11/23 – Traditional urban land use  
    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 423-438 
 

Th 11/25 – NO CLASS: Thanksgiving 
 

T 11/30 – Urban Peripheries  
    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 438-448 

Th 12/2 – Roads, Modes of Transport and Geography 
    Read: TBD 
 
Future Geographies 

T 12/7 – Resources and technology  
    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 456-460 

 The future regions  
    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 461-468 

Th 12/9 – Globalizing culture  
    Read: Knox and Marston, pgs. 468-472 
 
 

Week of December 11-17 – EXAM III (day and time TBD) 


