
LATIN AMERICA: GEOGRAPHY AND GLOBALIZATION  
GEOG 4980; SPRING 2012 
MW 1:00-2:20pm; GAB 438  

Instructor
Dr. 

: 
Matthew Fry           

Office: ENV 210F           
Phone: (940) 369-7576          
Email: mfry@unt.edu          
Office hours: MW 10-11am, 3-4:00pm    
Overview
The rate and scale of human transformations of the environment have increased overtime.  Today, these 
transformations outpace our ability to understand their causes and effects.  However, it is clear that human demands 
for food, energy, and resources are the biggest drivers of human induced environmental change.  This course focuses 
on the commodification of natural resources, in particular key Latin American resources, and how the commodities 
we consume on a daily basis (e.g. coffee, sugar, coca cola) not only link us to peoples and environments in distant 
regions, but embody geography, history, environment, economics, culture, and development.  By focusing on Latin 
American commodities, this class also provides a general introduction to the environments and people of Latin 
America.  

: 

The principle course objectives are for students to: 
1. Gain an understanding of the geography of Latin America.   
2. Become knowledgeable about geographical components of important commodities.   
3. Analyze contemporary interactions between temperate (‘developed’) and tropical (‘developing’) regions 

in Latin America through geographical, cultural, historical, and ecological lenses. 
4. Be able to evaluate the links between cultures and environments as they relate to resources and 

commodification.   
 

• All readings are available on Blackboard. 

Readings: 

• Reading assignments should be completed prior to their assigned class period.  You are strongly advised to 
not fall behind on the readings.  My lectures assume you have done the readings. If you have not done the 
readings, you will not always understand the lectures or the discussions.  

 

 Course Expectations: 
Attendance and Class Participation: 

• Students are expected to attend class and participate by asking questions and providing comments/insight on 
topics.  As a Chinese proverb notes:  "One who asks a question is a fool for five minutes; one who does not 
ask a question remains a fool forever." 

• Attendance will be taken on a random basis. Excused attendance requires documentation.  
• After missing (excused or unexcused) 5 class periods a student will receive a WF (F if after the WF deadline) 

for the course.  
 
Classroom Courtesy 

• Please respect me and your fellow classmates, be sure to: 
o Come to class on time and avoid leaving class early; 
o Turn all cell phones off before class begins; 
o Use computers only for tasks directly related to class such as taking notes; 
o Refrain from whispering or chatting with neighbors.   

 
Laptop Policy 

• Students wishing to use laptops are required to sit in the back of the room.  Only tabs directly related to the 
lecture (specifically the relevant power point lecture and one word document) should be open during class.  
Failure to follow these rules will result in the forfeiture of the right to use a laptop during class. 

 

http://www.utexas.edu/courses/wd/�


Exams: 
• Three take-home, word-limit, essay exams will be passed out at the end of a Monday class and turned in by 

2:20pm the following Wednesday (February 15th and March 14th to be exact).  The first exams are not 
explicitly cumulative, but the final may be (we’ll review the final format near the end of the semester).  The 
exams will consist of 4-5 questions; answers will range from 250 to 800 words.  Question type will vary but 
answers require you to synthesize lecture, reading, and discussion material.   

 
Projects: 

• You will define a topic concerning some component of a Latin American commodity, ask a question about it, and 
use a presentation, map, and essay to present your findings.  I recommend choosing a topic that interests you and/or 
something that is relevant to your academic area or region of interest. 

• The project consists of five interrelated parts (see below), meant to help you structure it throughout the semester.  
Note that assignments turned in after the class period when they are due will drop one letter grade and another 
letter grade for each subsequent day.  

• Research topics must be approved by me – yes, you have to come to my office hours – before February 8th.  
Abstracts are due on February 15th.   

• A detailed guideline for the mapping portion of the project will be provided to students on February 8th, maps aren’t 
due until February 29th.  Essentially, your map(s) will convey spatial and relational information about the 
commodity.  Though helpful, no experience using ArcGIS is necessary; maps can be created in Powerpoint or similar 
programs.  Hand drawn and scanned maps are also acceptable. 

• Your written research papers are first due Wednesday, March 14th and the final draft is due on Wednesday, May 
2nd.  These will be 8-12 pages long plus illustrations, map, and bibliography/footnotes. Reference style is up to you 
BUT be consistent, follow one of the standard methods (CHICAGO MANUAL STYLE is a good guide), and use a 
style that allows the reader to easily find the source.  Papers will be 1.5 line spacing with 1-inch margins and 11pt 
Times New Roman or similar font.  Please print on both sides of the paper. 

• Each student will give a 20 minute presentation on their commodity (12-15 min talk, 5-8min questions) during the last 
two weeks of class – specific dates will be assigned later in the semester. 

 
 
 

Grades are assigned on the following scale: 89.5-100=A; 79.5-89.4=B; 69.5-79.4=C; 59.5-69.4=D; 0-59.4=F. 
Grades 

 
Exams     (16.67% each; total = 50%)  
Project:           

Abstract       (5%) 
Map    (10%) 
Paper    (10%) 
Presentation   (10%) 
Final Draft     (5%) 

      Total = 100% 
Participation        (10%) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



If a student must be absent from an exam or your presentation to attend a religious holiday, family obligation, or etc., 
it is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor at least 2 weeks in advance of the exam date.  If you miss an 
exam or your presentation without giving me a 2 week notification, you will take a zero.  If a situation arises at any 
time in those 2 weeks where you know you’ll be absent on the day of the exam, it is your responsibility to notify me 
as soon as possible 

Absences, Religious Holidays, and Missing Exams 

before

 

 the exam is given.  If valid, you will be required to bring a signed note from a physician 
or other authority that explains why you were incapable of taking the exam on that date. 

The Department of Geography, in cooperation with the Office of Disability Accommodation, complies with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act in making reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities.   

Accommodations 

During the first week of class, students needing academic accommodations should:  
1. Register with and provide documentation to the Office of Disability Accommodation at the University Union 

Bldg. Suite 321, (940) 565-4323.  
2. Bring a letter from Disability Resources to the instructor indicating your need for academic accommodations. 

This should be done before the 12th class day. 
 
 
 
 

Students are expected to uphold the University of North Texas 
Academic Dishonesty and Integrity 

Code of Student Conduct.  It is dishonest and a 
violation of student academic integrity to: 
 

1) PLAGIARIZE, 2) CHEAT ON AN EXAMINATION, 3) COPY OR COLLABORATE ON 
ASSIGNMENTS WITHOUT PERMISSION, 4) FABRICATE OR FALSIFY DATA OR RECORDS, 
and 4) ENGAGE IN OTHER FORMS OF DECEIT OR DISHONESTY  

Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam.  Additionally, the 
incident will be reported to the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities for further penalty.  According to the 
UNT catalog, the term "cheating" includes, but is not limited to: (a) use of any unauthorized assistance in taking 
quizzes, tests, or examinations; (b) dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in 
writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; (c) the acquisition, without 
permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university; (d) dual 
submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission 
from the instructor(s); or (e) any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage.  Altering a returned test 
and claiming a grader or scanning machine made an error is also considered cheating.  The term "plagiarism" 
includes, but is not limited to: (a) the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or 
unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; and (b) the knowing or negligent 
unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or 
other academic materials. 
 

Acceptable Student Behavior: 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to 
learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students 
engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the 
student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct 
violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all 
instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. 
Again, The Code of Student Conduct can be found at www.unt.edu/csrr 

http://www.unt.edu/oda/apply/index.html�
http://www.unt.edu/csrr/student_conduct/index.html�
http://www.unt.edu/csrr�


Tentative Course Syllabus 
 

 W 1/18  Overview/Introduction  
 
Natural Resources and Conquest  
 M 1/23 Resource Base and the Pristine Myth 
  Read: 1) An Old World before it was New, Miller 2007, pp 8-48 
             2) 1491, Mann 2002 
  Watch: Secret of El Dorado (on-line link) 
 
 W 1/25 Native vs. Iberian Land Use 
  Read: 3) Aztec Extraction in Cloud Forests, Peterson and Peterson 1992 
             4) PreColumbian Silviculture and Indigenous Management of Neotropica Forests, Peters 2008 
 
Exports and Primary Production 
 M 1/30 Silver and Early Silver Mining in the Americas 
  Read: 1) Deadly Silver, Miller 2007, pp 87-91 
             2) Early Silver Mining in New Spain, 1531-1555, West 1994 
             3) Technology of Mining in Colonial Mexico, Sánchez Flores 1994 
 
 W 2/1 Silver and the Origin of World Trade  
  Read: 4) Born with a Silver Spoon, Flynn and Girálde 1995 
     Optional: The Spanish-American Silver Peso, Marichal 2006, in Topik et al 25-52, From Silver to Cocaine 
  
 M 2/6  Devil’s Miner 
  Read: 1) Ritual Conflict (Tinku) and Vindication of Indigenous Rights in Bolivia, Juan San 2002 
 
 W 2/8  Sugar Landscape and Making Maps [Review mapping component]  
  Read: 1) Consuming Sugar, Miller 2007 pp 79-87 
             2) Sweetness and Power, Mintz 1985, Intro and Chapter 5, pp. xv-xxx, 187-214 
 
 M 2/13 Sugar, Consumption and Power  
  Read: 3) Expansion of Sugarcane Ethanol Production in Brazil, Martinelli and Filoso 2008 
             4) Sugar Is Back on Food Label, NYTimes 2009 
 
 W 2/15 Exam I (Abstract due) 
  
 M 2/20 Coffee: Historical Antecedents  

Read: 1) Latin American Coffee Commodity Chain, Topik and Samper 2006, in Topik et al. From Silver to Cocaine pp 118-146 
             2) Latte Revolution, Ponte 2002 
 

W 2/22 Fair Trade Coffee 
  Read: 3) Mainstreaming Fair Trade Coffee, Raynolds 2009 
       Optional: Filling the Fair Trade Gap, NYTimes Oct 2010 
 
Contemporary Lifestyle Commodities: 
 M 2/27 Cocaine: Global Commodity 
  Read: 1) Cocaine in Chains, Gootenberg 2006 in Topik et al From Silver to Cocaine, 321-351 
             2) Gootenberg - Andean Cocaine, Book Reviews 
             3) Cocaine in the News, Guardian and Economist 2009-10   

W 2/29 Coca and Cocaine Consumption 
  Read: 1) The New Politics of Coca, Weil 1989 
             2) Let Me Chew My Coca Leaves, Morales 2009  
 M 3/5 Politics in Bolivia “Our Brand is Crisis” [Maps Due] 
  Read: 1) Bolivia, US State Dept Profile 
             2) Bolivia’s Election Hopefuls, BBC 2002 
             3) Now That Goni is Gone, TIME 2003 
 
 
  

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=8993313723654914866�


 W 3/7 Privatization in Bolivia 
  Read: 1) Aguas del Tunari, Von de Porten 2007 
             2) A Treasure of the Andes, Ancient Demons Included, NYTimes 2004 
             3) Bolivia Pins Hopes on Lithium, NYTimes Feb 2009 
  Watch: 12min video at Guardian on Pachamama, (link) 
 
 M 3/12 Trout, Eucalyptus, and Portland Cement 
  Read: 1) Rainbow Trout Proliferation, Chronicle of Higher Education 2010 

           2) Eucalyptus Book Review 
             3) Achieving a Post-revolutionary Utopia in Jalapa, Klich 2011 
 
 W 3/14 Exam II [Papers Due] 
 
 M 3/19 SPRING BREAK 
 
 W 3/21 SPRING BREAK 
 
 M 3/26 Tourism, Tourists, and Destinations 
  Read: 1) Invasions of Paradise, Miller 2007 pp 219-227 
             2) Mexico Quandary Safety of Savings, NYTimes Dec 2010 
             3) Touring Mines and Mining Tourists, Pretes 2002 
 
 W 3/28 Tourist Futopias 
  Read: 1) Missionaries and Theo-tourism, Gonzalez Maldonado 2010 
             2) The Globalization of Sex Tourism and Cuba, Clancy 2008 
 

M 4/2 Marketing the Environment 
  Bring and discuss: an eco-tour in L.A. of interest (print the web title page) 
  Read: 1) The Role of Ecotourism in Conservation, Kruger 2005 
             2) Caffeine and Conservation, O’Brien and Kinnaird 2004 

       Optional: Impact of Tourism on Coastal Environments, Davenport and Davenport 2006 
 

W 4/4  Conservation as Commodity? 
  Read: 1) A Challenge to Conservationists, Chapin 2004 
       Recommended: 2) Responses to Chapin (2004) 
 

M 4/9 Environmental Services I  
  Read: 1) Obscuring Ecosystem Function, Peterson et al. 2009 
             2) (No) Drill Baby Drill, Friedman NYTimes op-ed April 12 2009 
  

W 4/11  Environmental Services II 
  Read: 1) Paying for the hydrological services of Mexico’s forests, Muñoz-Piña et al 2008 
 
 M 4/16  Deforestation and REDD 
  Read: 1) Role of Pasture and Soybean in Deforestation of Amazon, Barona et al 2010 
             2) Buying carbon offsets, Christian Science Monitor 2010 
        Optional: Making REDD a Reality, Gibbs et al. 2007 
  
 W 4/18 The Take 
  Read: Women and Activism in Times of Crisis, Argentina 2002-2003, Borland and Sutton 2007 
 
 M 4/23 Presentations 
 
 W 4/25 Presentations 
 
 M 4/30 Presentations 
 
 W 5/2 Overview [Final Draft Due] 
 

 Final Exam (Monday, May 7th, 10:30am)  

http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2011/apr/10/bolivia-enshrines-natural-worlds-rights�

