    
SYLLABUS: The Science and Pedagogy of Singing
Semester: Fall  Year: 2026
Course Prefix: MUAG Course #: 4300, 4310
Course Title: The Science and Pedagogy of Singing
Course Location and Times: Music Building 230; Tuesday-Thursday 9:35 AM to 10:55 AM. Occasional breakout sessions in Music Building 116, Music Building 132, and faculty studios.
Course Description and Overview
The goal of this course is to provide foundational knowledge on which to begin building your skills as a voice teacher, and to begin to put that knowledge into practice. The first half of the course will cover the anatomical, physiological, acoustical elements of singing in order to build an understanding of how the voice works. The second half of this course will be about how to work the voice – motor learning theory, exercises, tools, and best practices for helping a singer acquire the skills they need. The first half of the course will be lecture and exam heavy, while the second half of the course will be very hands on – Once a tool, exercise or concept is introduced, students will then practice teaching each other individual exercises under the supervision of the professor, TA, and DMA students in this second portion of the course. 
You can expect a reading or video assignment with study questions WEEKLY due midnight on the Sunday before class, throughout the course. (There will be three additional readings due Midnight on Wednesday on August 18th,  September 2nd, and Sept 16th – plan accordingly). Readings will be at a collegiate level, and will require attention and effort to understand fully. Lectures will be at a similarly high collegiate level and require not only your attention, but careful completion of the reading assignments, and time spent reviewing material from the previous classes to keep up. To maximize learning and create as much discussion as possible, cold calling will be a regular practice – students are not expected to always have the “right’ answer, but they are expected to have done the readings, been paying attention during class, and to try their best. I’ll do my best to give people time to think when cold calling – but don’t worry. If you did the reading, don’t know the exact answer, but think about it and try to answer what I asked, –then you’re stretching your brain. This is the goal, more than volunteering the perfect answer every time!  
Exams and quizzes will be closed book, and require the student to demonstrate full command of the material presented and discussed in class and in readings. It will be difficult or impossible to pass the quizzes and exams without doing the homework, participating in class, and reviewing class material. In addition to the above, students are required to observe two lessons of the full-time applied voice faculty (Lecturers and Professors), and submit reflections on their observations.

Credits: 
· MUAG4300: 3 credit-hours. 
· MUAG4310: 2 credit-hours
Faculty Contact Information
Welcome to Intro to The Science and Pedagogy of Singing. My name is Dr. Mark Tempesta. I will be your instructor in this course. Don’t hesitate to reach out with any concerns, needs or questions, or to schedule individual or group office hours. 
Name of Instructor: Dr. Mark Tempesta  
Office Location: College of Music, Room 144	
Phone Number: (339) 236-0181
Office Hours by appointment (email)
Email Address: mark.tempesta@unt.edu

Teaching Assistant: Chandlar Head
Office Hours by appointment (email)
Email Address: chandlar.head@my.unt.edu



Course Objectives
Upon completion of this course students will be able to:
· Understand basic principles of voice production and apply them in the singing studio.
· Be able to observe a student’s singing and identify what needs to shift for that student to achieve their singing goals.  
· Create or grow a toolbox for addressing a variety of vocal issues in the voice studio, and gain experience using those tools. 
· Have some tools for dealing with multiple styles of singing, and the ability to look up new tools when needed.

Course Materials and Supplies
Textbook:
The textbook A Systematic Approach to Voice: The Art of Studio Application (second edition) by Kari Ragan will be required for many assignments. It is the only required textbook for purchase. Selected additional readings will be provided via Canvas and in accordance with copyright laws. Some of these additional readings will be portions of pedagogical books with the intention for students to be exposed to the writer and possibly purchase the books for their collection if they are interested in learning further. 
Supplies:
You will need to take notes electronically or with pen/pencil and paper. You will need to submit assignments and sometimes class questions via a laptop or digital device. You will need access to a computer for acoustic analysis use during the acoustics unit (you can work with a partner on these assignments!) 
Suggested additional Books:
In addition to the required A Systematic Approach to Voice: The Art of Studio Application by Kari Ragan, students are encouraged to also buy The Complete Vocal Technique by Cathrine Sadolin (get the App, not the book, as it is regularly updated) and Hearing Singing by Ian Howell. Again, only the Kari Ragan book is required. The digital versions are preferable for all three, although paper/hardback are acceptable.  
Communicating with the Professor:
Connect with me through email, and/or by attending office hours (by appointment only). If truly urgent, you may reach out by phone (all of my contact info is above). During busy times, my inbox becomes rather full, so if you contact me and do not receive a response by the next morning, your email may have become buried, and a reminder is appreciated. 
Because this class has a diversity of concepts and information, different students may struggle with different things. You are strongly encouraged to make office hours appointments, and further to schedule small groups to come to those office hours. In the past, students who came to office hours alone or in small groups were shocked how quickly they could master a concept that seemed insurmountable during class. 
If you have ODA accommodations, please schedule a time to meet with me in the week before class or the first week of class so I can assure that your needs are being met. 
Grading Policy
Evaluation:
MUAG 4300: Attendance 20% Quizzes 10%  Exams 30%, Participation 20% Homework 20% 
MUAG 4310: Attendance 20% Quizzes 20%  Exams 20%, Participation 20% Homework 20%
Grading Scale:
A = 90 – 100 B = 80 – 89 C = 70 – 79 D = 60 – 69 F= 0–59

Section 1: Attendance 20%
Please attend every class. Your questions and insights on teaching voice will help us all become better pedagogues and singers. Every student will start with 100 attendance points and lose 30 points per unexcused absence. An unexcused tardy counts as half an absence. The attendance grade counts for 20% of your final grade. Additionally, unexcused tardiness or absences will cause you to miss quizzes, which cannot be made up unless the absence is excused per the policy below. 5 unexcused absences (or ten tardies) will result in a failing grade for the course, regardless of other grading criteria.
You get one (1) freebie absence before this policy kicks in. You DO NOT get any free tardies. 
Communication: In cases of anticipated tardiness due to extenuating circumstances, students are required to notify the instructor and TA via email at least one hour before the class begins. 
Excused absences include active military service, a religious holy day, an official university function or as stated in the Student Attendance and Authorized Absences Policy (PDF) (https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-039). If you cannot attend a class due to an illness or an emergency, please let the instructor and teaching assistant know. For illness and emergencies, please provide documentation to the Dean’s office, and have the Dean’s office confirm to the instructor that the incidence is documented (this protects your privacy if you don’t wish to share the nature of your illness or emergency). If you request an excused absence for an upper respiratory illness, please remain at home for the entire day. If you are too ill for a morning class, you are too sick for an afternoon ensemble rehearsal – and the instructor will take note if you violate this. These absences must be communicated to the instructor and the teaching assistant PRIOR to the absence otherwise it is unexcused - no exceptions. 
If you miss a class due to an excused absence, you must still view the recording of that class to receive attendance credit for that day, and attend office hours to make up any missed quizzes. 
Section 2: Quizzes MUAG 4300: 10%, MUAG 4310: 20%
Quizzes  All quizzes occur in the first half of the course, one on laryngeal anatomy and physiology, one on the anatomy and physiology of breathing and articulation, and one on acoustics. 
Section 3: Assignments 20%
A reading or video assignment will be due most weeks. Each assignment will have a reading guide or instructions on Canvas to receive credit. Assignments are generally due Sunday at 11:59 PM, with three exceptions: Wednesday Sept 2rd, Wednesday Sept 16th and Wednesday October 14th there will be reading assignments due. 
The two studio observations are due by Thanksgiving, and count for three reading assignments each.

AI assignment statement: There are few reasons you would need AI for these reading assignments with simple study questions. AI generated assignments will not be tolerated in this course. Be careful asking AI to help you with studying – occasionally it can be on the money, but voice science is a new field, so ChatGPT and other generative AI engines hallucinate often when posed with questions on the subject. 
AT THE BOTTOM OF THE SYLLABUS IS A FULL CALENDAR FOR ASSIGNMENTS WITH DUE DATES. They are also listed on Canvas. 
Section 4: Participation and in class teaching 20%
You’ll be asked to read and prepare to teach discrete exercises each class starting after the midterm. We will practice teaching each other in class, as a chance to put these tools on their feet, and for you to get feedback on your teaching style. You will be expected to have shown evidence of having taken the time to understand the exercise at home, and to try your best to teach the exercise in good faith during class to receive full marks in this category. In some cases you’ll be asked to submit videos of you performing some of the exercises from the readings to help you prepare to teach them. My expectation is this will be the most fun part of the class, as you’ll be getting real hands-on teaching and singing experience. 
Section 5: Exams: The midterm and final: MUAG 4300: 30%, MUAG 4310: 20% (final only) 
MIDTERM: The midterm will cover everything cumulatively from the first day of class. It will occur on October 8th, in class. It will be CLOSED BOOK and require mastery of concepts covered in class. It will draw heavily on questions from the quizzes. The midterm is optional for MUAG 4310. If your 4310 quiz scores are low, you can replace them with your midterm score, if you choose to take the midterm. If your quiz scores are good as a MUAG 4310 student, you probably won’t want to take the midterm. In that case, enjoy taking Oct 8th off. 
FINAL: Final exams will occur during our assigned time during finals week. The final exam will vary by class code, to respect that MUAG4310 is a two credit course, while MUAG4300 is a three credit course, and to honor the slightly different professional needs of each group. It will be closed book in all cases: 
FINAL, MUAG 4310: This final will consist mostly of the following question: 
“Please fully explain ten tools and exercises that you learned in this class, and how you will use them in the choral classroom. At least 7 of the 10 tools must be tools we presented IN CLASS. An additional 3 may be from the readings or handouts in class that we didn’t review during class time. Five of the following categories must be represented in your selected tools:
1) Breathing/Appoggio, 2) Classical TBB middle voice and passaggio negotiation, 3) Classical treble voice upper and lower passaggio negotiation, 4) musical theater/commercial singing range extension, 5) Onsets, 6) SOVTE's.” 
A full paragraph of instructions and musical notation (or an easily legible prose version of the musical notation) are expected for each tool. 
There will be a short additional section testing principles of motor learning. 

FINAL, MUAG 4300: This final will be cumulative. The first half of the final will cover the information from the midterm, as well as motor learning theory. The second half of the final will be the above question posed to MUAG 4310, but focused on the voice studio instead of the choral classroom. 

ASSIGNMENTS CALENDAR 

(the four Wednesday assignments are in bold):

Due 11:59 PM,  Wed August 18: Read the syllabus (on Canvas).

Due 11:59, Sunday August 23: Read McCoy Chapter 8, pages 1-13, and complete the study questions. 

Due 11:59 PM,  Sunday August 30: Read McCoy Chapter 8, page 13 to the end of the chapter, complete study questions. 

Due 11:59 PM, Wednesday Sept 2: Read “Adjustment of Glottal Configurations in Singing,” answer study questions. 

Due 11:59 PM, Sunday Sept 6: Anatomy of Breathing Reading and Video, read, watch, answer study questions. 

QUIZ on laryngeal anatomy and physiology: Sept 8th, in class. See Canvas for study guide.

Due 11:59 PM Sunday, Sept 13: Read Chapter 6 of the A Systematic Approach to Voice (Ragan) – “A Systematic Approach to Articulation” – (Stop before “Jaw stretches”.  We’ll look at the exercises after the midterm!). READING IS IN TEXTBOOK, NOT ON CANVAS. Answer study questions on Canvas. 

Due 11:59 PM Sunday, Sept 20st: Acoustics Assignment: Watch videos on “what is sound.”

QUIZ on Breathing and Articulation: Sept 22rd in class. See Canvas for quiz study guide.

Due 11:59 PM Sunday Sept 27: Acoustics Assignment TBD

Quiz on Acoustics Tuesday Oct 6th In Class. See Canvas for quiz study guide.



MIDTERM IN CLASS  OCT 8th (Cumulative for content of all 3 quizzes, use quiz study guides, and quizzes for review. OPTIONAL FOR MUAG 4310)


Due 11:59 PM Sunday Oct 11:  Reading on Motor Learning. Read article and answer study questions.

Due 11:59 PM Sunday Oct 18th: Ragan and Miller readings on appoggio. Recording yourself doing exercises with comments, and be ready to teach assigned exercises in the Oct 22nd class.  
Due 11:59 PM Sunday Oct 25: Ragan Ch. 4 section 1, and excerpt from Richard Miller’s The Structure of Singing . Record yourself doing several exercises from each, with comments, and be prepared to teach assigned exercises on Oct 29. 

Due 11:59 PM Sunday Nov 1: Read Ch. 4 sections II and III and Ch. 6 on articulation. Try out as many exercises as you can, particularly in Ch. 6, submit a recording of you trying out several of them, commenting on why you chose them for your voice, and be ready to teach them in class Thursday Nov 5. 

Nov 1: REMINDER: IF YOU HAVEN’T ALREADY, SCHEDULE YOUR STUDIO OBSERVATIONS. THEY ARE DUE BY NOV 9!! (Must be two of the full time faculty. Please do not observe your own teacher, nor Dr. Tempesta, nor your own voice type – we want you to get as many perspectives as possible!)

Due 11:59 PM Sunday Nov 9: Ragan Ch. 5 reading, plus review the Treble Voice Passaggi Exercises compendium. Try them out at home and be ready to teach them Thursday Nov. 13th. 

Due 11:59 PM Sunday, Nov 9: Reflections and notes on two studio observations. 

Due 11:59 PM Sunday Nov 16: TBD Readings on the classical TBB passaggio. Be ready to teach these concepts and exercises Thursday Nov. 20 in class. 

Due 11:59 PM Sunday Nov 29. Watch the Mary-Barton Saunders video on belting training Try out the exercises. Download CVI Intro App and read selected sections. Upload a video of you trying several of the exercises (details on canvas)  

FINAL EXAM: Finals week, exact time tbd. 


Important Academic Links and Policies:


DEFIBRILLATORS IN THE COLLEGE OF MUSIC
· Music Building:  Across from the west side of the Music Commons, directly across from the elevator
· Music Building:  Third floor hallway, across from the staircase that comes up from the Copy Room.  Next to Room 322
· Music Building:  Across from the Copy Room next to Room 293
· Music Building:  Voertman Lobby by the big double set of doors that lead out to the courtyard
· Music Building:  Main Office (247) under the student worker’s desk
· Music Annex:  Next to room MA117, near the triple set of doors on the east side of the building
· Music Practice Building North:  First floor on the Avenue C side
· Music Practice Building South:  First floor on the Avenue C side
· Bain Hall:  First floor by the restrooms
· Murchison Performing Arts Center:  Located off the main lobby, beyond the grand staircase, across from the single occupancy restroom (next to the public water fountains)

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam [or specify alternative sanction, such as course failure]. Additionally, the incident will be reported to the Dean of Students (Office of Academic Integrity), who may impose further penalty. According to the UNT catalog, the term “cheating" includes, but is not limited to: a. use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; b. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university; d. dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructor(s); or e. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to: a. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; and b. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials. 
See:  Academic Integrity
LINK:  https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003

STUDENT BEHAVIOR 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classrooms, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. 
See: Student Code of Conduct 
Link: https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct

ACCESS TO INFORMATION – EAGLE CONNECT 
Your access point for business and academic services at UNT occurs at my.unt.edu. All official communication from the university will be delivered to your Eagle Connect account.  For more information, please visit the website that explains Eagle Connect.  
See:  Eagle Connect
LINK:   eagleconnect.unt.edu/ 

ODA STATEMENT 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter. You can now request your Letters of Accommodation ONLINE and ODA will mail your Letters of Accommodation to your instructors. You may wish to begin a private discussion with your professors regarding your specific needs in a course. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester.  For additional information see the Office of Disability Access.
See:  ODA
LINK:  disability.unt.edu. (Phone: (940) 565-4323)

Health and Safety Information
Students can access information about health and safety at:  https://music.unt.edu/student-health-and-wellness

Registration Information for Students
See:  Fall Academic Calendar Information
Link:  https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/fall-academic-calendar.html

Semester Calendar, Fall 2026
See:  Fall Semester Calendar
Link:  https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/fall-academic-calendar.html

Financial Aid and Satisfactory Academic Progress

Undergraduates
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial aid.  Students must maintain a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a required number of credit hours based on total hours registered.   Students cannot exceed attempted credit hours above 150% of their required degree plan.  If a student does not maintain the required standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility.

Students holding music scholarships must maintain a minimum 2.5 overall cumulative GPA and 3.0 cumulative GPA in music courses.

If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do so may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. It is recommended that you to schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course before doing so.
See:  Financial Aid
LINK:   http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap
 
Graduates
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial aid. Students must maintain a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a required number of credit hours based on total registered hours per term. Music scholarships require a 3.5 cumulative GPA.  Students cannot exceed maximum timeframes established based on the published length of the graduate program.  If a student does not maintain the required standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility.   

If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do so may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. It is recommended you schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college, an advisor in UNT-International or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course.
See:  Financial Aid
LINK:   http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap

COUNSELING AND TESTING
UNT’s Center for Counseling and Testing has an available counselor for students in need.  Please visit the Center’s website for further information: 
See: Counseling and Testing
Link:  http://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services.  

For more information on mental health resources, please visit:  
See:  Mental Health Resources
Link:  https://disparities.unt.edu/mental-health-resources 

ADD/DROP POLICY
Please be reminded that dropping classes or failing to complete and pass registered hours may make you ineligible for financial aid.  In addition, if you drop below half-time enrollment you may be required to begin paying back your student loans.  See Academic Calendar (listed above) for additional add/drop Information.  

Drop Information:  https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/fall-academic-calendar.html
 
STUDENT RESOURCES
The University of North Texas has many resources available to students.  For a complete list, go to:
See:  Student Resources
Link:   https://success.unt.edu/aa-sa-resources

CARE TEAM
The Care Team is a collaborative interdisciplinary committee of university officials that meets regularly to provide a response to student, staff, and faculty whose behavior could be harmful to themselves or others.
See:  Care Team
Link:  https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/care-team


Additional Resources for Faculty

USE OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (including sample statement for syllabi)
See:  Faculty Guide for the Use of AI
Link:  https://guides.library.unt.edu/artificial-intelligence/AIfaculty

RETENTION OF STUDENT RECORDS 
Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor of record. All records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted during the duration of the course are kept for at least one calendar year after course completion. Course work completed via the Canvas online system, including grading information and comments, is also stored in a safe electronic environment for one year. You have a right to view your individual record; however, information about your records will not be divulged to other individuals without the proper written consent. You are encouraged to review the Public Information Policy and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the university’s policy in accordance with those mandates.
See:  FERPA
Link: http://ferpa.unt.edu/









